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A List of the Consuls Names, and 
the Years comprehended in this Vo¬ 
lume. 


A. Hirtius. 

C. Vi b i u s P a n s A. 


A. R. 709. 
Ant. C. 43. 


M. jEmilius Lepidus II. 

L. Munatius Plancus. 


A* R, 710. 
A nt. C. 4*. 


L. Antonius. a.R. 7 ii, 

P. Servi lius Vatia Is au r icusII. Ant,c * 4 »* 


C. DoMITIUS CaLVINUS II. A.R.712. 

C, AsiNJUsPoLLIO. Ant. C. 40. 

L. Marcius Censorinus. a.r. 7 , 

C. Calvisius Sabin us. Ant * c - 3 * 

A. Claudius Pulcher. a.r. 714 ; 

C. Norbanus Flaccus. Ant * C * 3 8 ’ 


M. A G R I P P A. 

L. Canidius Gallus. 


A. R. 715. 
Ant. C. 37, 


L. GeLLIUS PoPLICOLA. A.R. 716 . 

M. CoCCElUS N E R V A . Ant ‘ C ' 3 ** 

L. Cor nificius. a.r. 7 i 7 . 

Sex. Pompeius. Ant * c * 35 * 


M. A N T O N I U S II. A. R. 712. 
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L. Volcatius Tullus. Ant * Ct33# 


Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus. a. r. 710 . 
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Continuation of the XL VIII. Book. 

§. II. 

The difpojitions of the two Confuls, with regard to 
the ft ate of the Republick. The Senate, contrary 
to the advice of Cicero, orders a deputation to 
Antony. Otlavius is invefted with the title 
and authority of Pro-pr^etor. Cicero becomes 
furety for him to the Senate. A ftatue is de¬ 
creed to Lepidus. InflruRions given to the de¬ 
puties of the Senate. Sulpitius, one of them, 
dies upon arriving at the camp of Antony. The 
bad fuccefs of the deputation. A tumult is de¬ 
clared by the Senate. A ftatue is decreed to 
Sulpitius. A new deputation is ordered to An¬ 
tony by the Senate. Cicero , whom they put in 
the number of the deputies , excufes himfelfand 
thus renders the affair abortive. Lepidus writes 
to the Senate to exhort them to peace. Cicero 

oppofes it. Antony's letter to Hirtius and Oc¬ 
tavius. Hirtius and Oftavius approach to Mo¬ 
dena . Pigeons employed to carry and bring back 
difpatches. A fight wherein Panfa is wounded . 

Antony, in returning to bis camp , is attacked, 
and overcome by Hirtius . Oftavius, who was 
left to guard the camp, defends himfelf againft 
Lucius, brother of Antony. The Senate extolls 
prodigioufty the advantage gained over Antony. 
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A new battle , where the lines of Antony are 
forced . Hirtius is killed. Antony raifes the 
fiege, and gains the Alps. Off av ins does not 
purfue him. Difficulties in unravelling the in¬ 
trigues of the times which followed the raffing 
of the fiege of Modena. The death of Panfa. 
Antony is declared an enemy to the Publick . 
The generofity of Atticus. The Senate en¬ 
deavours to pull down Oftavius. An equivocal 
expreffion of Cicero, with regard to young 
Ccfar. The oppofite projetts and inter efts of 
Oharoms and the Senate. The Senate gives 
Qftavtus a pretext, which he makes ufe of to 
declare himfelf. Oftavius approaches towards 
Antony, tie invites Lepidus and Pollio to join 
with him. He afpires to the Confulfhip. Ci¬ 
cero becomes his dupe, and fupports him. The 
Senate rejeSls the demand of Ottavius. The 
junction of Lepidus and Antony. The Senate 
has recourfe to Octavius : who takes that op¬ 
portunity to ufurp the Confulfhip. Complaints 
of Brutus againft Cicero , contained in two let¬ 
ters , the one to Cicero himfelf, and the other 
to Atticus. The foundation of the town of 

Lyons. Page i. 


BOOK XLIX. 

§■ L 

Out Groins legally condemns all thofe who had killed 

Qcfar. Sextus Pcmpeius and Cn. Domitius , 
who bad no part in the a5lion , are comprehend¬ 
ed in the condemnation. Octavius puts to death 
^ Gallius Prector of the city . He makes the 

Senate 


contents. 

Senate revoke the decree againji Antony and Le¬ 
pidus. 'The misfortune and death of Decimus . 
0£lavius x Antony y and Lepidus , unite together . 
Their interview in an ifland of the Reno . They 
wrangle about thofe whom they ought to pro- 
fcribe . The exchange of Cicero’s heady againji 
thofe of the uncle of Antony , and the brother of 
Lepidus. The projeft of a Triumvirate . The 
marriage of Oftavius with Antony’s daughter- 
in-law is refolved upon . Prelude to the maf- 
facres . Great terror in Rome . The death of 
the Conful Pedius . entry of the three Ge¬ 

nerals into Rome . ^ law to eftablijh the Tri¬ 
umvirate. The edift of the profcription. The 
profcription of the Triumviri more numerous 
than that of Sylla. A great many are prof crib- 
ed on account of their riches. AffeRation in the 
choice of the names placed at the head of the 
catalogue of the profcription. Ofiavius as cruel 
as his colleagues , or rather more fo. The death 
of Cicero . InueRives of writers of all forts 

againji Antony , upon the fubjeft of Cicero’s 
death. The reafon why ORavius has been 
fpared . Character of Cicero . An expreffton of 
Brutus concerning his death. C. Antonins kil¬ 
led by way of reprifal. The death of Quintus 
Cicero and his fon. L. Qefar faved by his 
fiftery Antony’s mother. Lepidus con/ents to 
the efcape of his brother Paulus. The death of 
Pollio’s father-in-law , of the brother of Plan- 
cusy and of Toranius tutor to ORavius. Ferres 
is profcribed . An example of the piety of JEneas 
renewed by the fon of Oppius . Varro put into 
cujlody by Calenus . Atticus fcratched out of the 
ijjl of the profcribed. An elogium of his pru¬ 
dence and humanity . Meffalla blotted out of the 
number of the projcribed. Particular obferva- 
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turn upon fome of the profcribed. Fulvia 
makes a figure in the profcription. The publick 
hatred falls particularly upon Antony. The odi¬ 
ous triumphs of Lepidus and Plancus. Refuges 
opened to the profcribed out of Italy , efpecially 
with Sextus Pompeius . Exactions of the Tri¬ 
umvirate. A tax impofed by them on the ladies . 
Hortenfia s fpeech upon this fubject, Ventidius 
is made Conful. His furprizing fortune. Civic 
crowns decreed to the Triumviri. The Trium¬ 
viri fwear to obferve the acts of Csfar, and 
make others alfo do the fame. 7hey appoint 
magiftratcs for feveralyears. Page 62 . 

§. II. 

Brutus enters Thrace , and there makes war fuc- 
cefsfuliy. Money coined by his order. He paffes 
over into Afia , equips a fleet , and acquaints 
Caffius with it. Brutus and Caffius re join at 

Smyrna. They aft together in a perfeft good 
undemanding. Caff.us fubjefts the Rhodians. 
He ufes them roughly. Brutus carries the war 
into Lycia. His gentlenefs. The rage of 
the Xantbians. Brutus and Caffius meet at 
Sardes. A very warm debate between them. 
Favonius diverts them from it. The conduft 
and views of Caffius were lefs pure than thofe 
of Brutus. A pretended afparition difcovered 
to Brutus. Oftavius and Antony crofs the 
fta , and enter Macedonia with their troops. 
Brutus and Caffius being arrived at Seft os , 
they review their army. The magnificent ap¬ 
pearance of that army. Money diftributed to 

the foldin's. Brutus and Caffius advance beyond 
Philippi . A defcription of the country about 
the city of Philippi. The encampment of Brutus 
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and Coffins. Antony, and afterwards Oftavius, 
arrives oppofite to them, and encamps at a [mall 
difiance. ‘The difadvantage of their Jimotion. 
The Jirfi battle of Philippi. Brutus is conqueror: 
Caffius is defeated. Caffius through pi'ecipitate 
defpair kills himfelf. The death of Caffius gives 
a fuperiority to the Triumviri. Oftavius, who 
was ill, had but little Jhare in the aftion. 
Brutus reanimates the courage of Cofftus 9 s 
foldiers. The embarrajjment of his fituation . 
The fleet which he had in the Ionian fea de- 
flroys a powerful reinforcement which was fent 
to the Triumviri. He is not informed of that 
important event. A reflexion of Plutarch on 
this fubjett. The fecond battle of Philippi. The 
death of Cato's fon. Brutus runs a rifk of 
being taken , and only avoids that misfortune by 
the generofity of a friend. The laft moments of 
Brutus. His blafphemy againfi virtue. His 
death. Antony caufes the laft honours to be 
paid to his body . Oftavius fends his head to 

Rome. The death of Portia, the wife of Brutus. 
The names of the moft illuftrious perfons who 
were Jlain a! Philippi. Livius Drujus, the 
father of Livia, kills himfelf. The cruelty of 
Oftavius. The republican party perifhes with 
Brutus. The remains of the vanquifhed army 
furrender themfelves to the Triumviri. A fine 
expreffion of Meffalia to Oftavius. The re¬ 
union of all the naval forces of the vanquifhed 
party. Mure us conveys part of them to Sextus 
Pompeius, and Domitius with the other keeps 
the fea for fomt time, without acknowledging any 
chief. An allegory of Horace , with regard to 
tbefe laft troubles of the republicans. That poet 
having efcaped from the battle of Philippi , finds 
a refource in his genius for poetry. Page 113. 
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BOOK L. 
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The Triumvirate becomes triumphant. The Re¬ 
publican party is deftroyed. Antony and Ofta- 
vius make a new divifion of the provinces be¬ 
tween them, to the prejudice of Lepidus. Oc¬ 
tavius returns into Italy, and takes upon him 
the dijlributicn of the lands promifed to the 
Veterans. The advantage which he found in 
this fun 8 ion. The immenfe number of tbofe 
whom he had to recompence . The indifpofition 
of Oftavius at Brundujium. The origin of the 
Perufian war. The vain char after of L. An- 
tonius. The oppofite interejls of the foldiers , 
and the poffejfors of tbofe lands which were ap¬ 
pointed for them . The avarice and infolence of 
the foldiers . A third interejl interfer'd, viz. 
that of Antony. The fecret motive which ani¬ 
mated Fulvia againfi Oftavius. The fruitlefs 
attempts of Oftavius to Jbun a war. His art- 
fulnefs and conftancy. The difference between 
the forces of Oftavius's parly , and of that of 
Lucius. The beginning of the war . Lucius 
is befieged in Perufta by Oftavius . Afamine in 
Perufia. Lucius goes bimfelf to find Oftavius % 
in order to furrender at difcretion. Fine words 
of Oftavius , who neverthelefs orders bloody 
executions. The town of Perufta is reduced 
to qfbes, by an unforefeen accident. Lucius's 

party is abfolutely defrayed in Italy . The flight 
of Tt. Nero, the hujband of Livia , and father 
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of the emperor Tiberius. The flight and death 
of Fulv'ta. Julia, the Mother of Antony, efiapes 
to Sicily , where Sextus Potnpeius obliges her to 
pafs into Greece. Lucius is font into Spain , 
with the title of Pro-conful. Antony's mild 
and popular conduct in Greece. The luxuries 
of Afia plunge hm into debauchery. Rejoicings 
in one part , and mourning in the other, in 

Afia. The Simplicity and gentknefs of Antonfs 
character, the caufe both of good and evil 
effects. The origin of his pafjion for Cleopatra. 
The magnificent and gallant entry of that 
Princefs into Tarfus, where Antony was. The 
mutual entertainments between Cleopatra and 
Antony . The charms of Cleopatra's mini 
were more (educing than thofe of her beauty. 
She fubdues Antony . She makes ufe of her power 
over Antony, to confirm to herfelf the pofjefjion 
of Egypt. She returns to Alexandria, and An¬ 
tonyprefently follows her . The childifh amufernents 
and extravagant expetices of Antony. Page 179. 
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The necejflty of Antony's affairs calls him into 
Italy. He is cburted by Sextus Potnpeius. The 
pGwer of Sextus. The marriage of. Oftavius 
with Scribonia , the fifter of Libo, father-in- 
law of Sextus. Domitius Ahmbarbus joins 

his fleet to that of Antony . Antony is refufed 
entrance into Brunduftum. He befeeges the 
town. Difpofitions for a peace . * The nego¬ 
tiation of Cocceius Nervd. A treaty concluded 
between Oftavius and Antoity s by Maecenas, 
Potto, and Cocceius. Antony's marriage With 
Qftavia. A fmall triumph decreed to the two 
generals. Salvidienus is condemned for. his 
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treachery to Ottavios, and kills himfelf. Cam - 
dins and Balbus fubftituted in the Confulfhip , 
in the room of Pollio and Domitius. The for¬ 
tune of Balbus . The triumph of Pollio . His 
great learning . The triumph of Calvinus. ffo 
feverity, tw/A r^ri /e difcipline. Herod de¬ 
clared king of Judea. The Falcidian law . Jifc* 
death of Dejotarus . commendable qualities . 

///j cruelty to his family. Changes in the Con- 
fulfbip. No more annual Confuls. Confufion 
and diforder in all the States . Rome and Italy 
famifbed by Sextus. An infurretiion of the 
people againft the Triumviri . ^ furious tu¬ 
mult, where Oftavius runs a rijk of bis life, 
and is delivered by Antony . ytf feaft given by 

Otiavius 5 fubjetl of complaint. Otta- 

vius confents to a negotiation with Sextus. Sex¬ 
tus yields to it, contrary to his inclinations. A 
conference between the three generals. Con¬ 
ditions of the treaty. The extreme joy which 

this peace occqfion'd. The three chiefs entertain 
one another by turns. An exprejfm of Sextus 
to Antony. A rmarkable injlance of bisgenero- 
fity in rejtiling the advice of Menas . Antony 
is out of humour at lofwg at all kinds of games 
againft Oliavius. He leaves Italy and arrives at 
Athens. His popular behaviour with the Athe¬ 
nians. They treat him as a new Bacchus . The 
dowry he demands of them for his marriage 
with Minerva. Page 223. 


§. III. 

Motions of the Parthians. Conduced by Labienus 

the fen, they invade Syria. They eftablijh An¬ 
tigenus king of Judea, and carry away Hyr- 
can prifoner. Labienus conquers Cilicia, and 
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penetrates as far as Carta. Ventidius, Antony's 
lieutenant, arrives, and obtains over the Par - 
thians two victories fuccefftvely. Antony , jea¬ 
lous of the glory of Ventidius, - leaves Athens 
to put hitnfelfat' the head of his armies. The 
third viflcry of Ventidius, where Pacorus prince 
of the Par thians is killed. Ventidius dares not 
pufh his advantages, for fear of provoking the 
jealoufy of Antony. The fiege of Samofates, the 
■ fuccefs of which does no honour to Antony, The 
triumph of. Ventidius. The taking of Jerufalem 
by Softus and Herod. Antigonus is whip'd with 
rods, and put to death like a criminal. Herod 
put in peaceable pofjeffton of the crown. Con- 
. fufton and contempt of all the laws in Rome . 
0 Ravins falls in love with Livia. He divoices 
Scribonia the fame day Jhe was deliver'd of Ju¬ 
lia. He marries Livia, who was yielded to 
him by her bujband , when Jhe was fix months 
gone with child. The birth of Drufus. Tibe¬ 
rius and Drufus brought up in the palace of Oc¬ 
tavius. Caufes of the rupture between ORavius 
and Sextus. Menas made free by Sextus, goes 
• into 0 flavins's fervice. Preparations of Ofla- 
vius for the war. A fea-fight near Otma. 
Another near the rock of Scylla, where 0 flavins's 
fleet is very much damaged. A tempeft compleats 
the ruin of the naval forces of 0 flavins. Sextus 
does not know how to make a right ufe of this 

opportunity. Oflavius takes time to make new 
preparations. Agrippa, conqueror in Gaul, re- 
. fufes a triumph. A continuation of the Trium¬ 
viri for five years. Agrippa charged with the 
preparations for the war againfi Sextus, The 
port of Julius formed by tbejmflion of the lakes 
. of Lucrinus and Avemus. A pretended Omen 
which happened to Livia , Page 2 54. 
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BOOK LI. 

$. 1 . 

Qflavius demands the conjunction of Antony and 
Lepidus againft Sextus. lie forces of Lepidus. 
Antony tomes into Italy as an enemy to 0 flavins. 
Their quarrel is fupprejfed by the treaty of 
Tarentum. QRavins renews the war againft 
Sextus. The hfiratm of his fleet. Menas 
leaves hitn % and returns to his old majler. A 
form. 'The fleet of Oflavius is very much 
fhatler-ed . Lepidus lands in Sicily. The firm- 
nefs of Oflavius. The negligence of Sextus. 
Menas returns again to 0 flavins. The advan¬ 
tage gain'd by Agrippa ever the fleet of Sextus. 
The political circumfpeflm of Agrippa. Ofla- 
vius is defeated at fea by Sextus . He runs a 
very great .rifk bimfelf. The troops which he 
bad landed in Sicily , efcape with great difficulty. 
The loft battle where Sextus is vanqui/hed with¬ 
out refource. He abandons Sicily , and flies into 
Afia. Oflavius corrupts the army of Lepidus , 
and difpojpffes him of the Triumvirate. A mu¬ 
tiny among the troops of Octavius. He quafhes 
it by a conduct mixed with indulgence and firm- 
nefs. A rofiral crown given by Octavius to 
Agrippa. Octavius remains majler of Sicily , 
and the provinces of Africa a>id Numidia . The 
Epocba of the jolid ejiablifhment of Octavius's 
grandeur , and at the fame time of his new jyftem 
of conduct y more gentle and moderate. Page 284. 
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The violent grief of Orodes for the death of his fon 
Pacorus. He cbuffit Phraates for his futcejfor, 
Phraates caufes bis father, brothers, eldeft fen, 
and feveral grandees of the kingdom to hr put to 
death. Antony's pajjion for Cleopatra is re- 
'stewed. 'Ms'Unjuft and bnmenfe liberalities to¬ 
wards her. Antony's preparations, for a war . 
"Me goes into Armenia, the king of which was 
bis ally. The force of bis army. 'The faults 
which bis' paffton for Cleopatra makes him com¬ 
mit. 'He toys ftege'to : Praafpa, the capital of 

■ the ' king of the Modes. The kings of the Mcdcs 
md Parthians cut in pieces twb bf bis legions. 
The ' king of Armenia abandons • him. Antony 

■ engages in a battle where be puts to flight 'the 
Parthians, but COufis a very finall lofs to them. 

■He returns before Praafpa, in befteging * of 
' which he has very bad fuccefs. Deceived by 
the Par Mans, who promifed peace and fafety 
to him, he prepares to retreat. Being informed 

of the perfidy of the Parthians, inftead of march¬ 
ing along the plain , he gains the mountains. 
Divers combats, where the Parthians are re¬ 
pul fed. The temerity of a Roman officer makes 
the Parthians gain a conftderable advantage . 
The admirable conduct of Antony with regard 
to his foldiers. Their love of him . New battles , 
where the Romans regain the fuperiority. Their 
army is diftrefs'd with famine. A very fingu- 
. lar and fatal dijeafe , caufed by the ufe of an 
unknown herb. A new perfidy of the Parthians , 
from which Antony efcapes, by means of intel¬ 
ligence given him from the enemies army. The 
Romans fluffier extreamly from thirfl. A river 

whofe 
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wbofe waters were very unwbolfome . A ter¬ 
rible confufion occqfmed by the fury of the 
Roman foldiers, who plunder their own camp. 
The laji battle againft the Partbians . The joy 
of the Romans when they faw themfelves again 

in Armenia. Antony's foolifh hurry to get back 

to Cleopatra. A falfe and ofientatious account 
font by Antony to Rome. Honours which are 
decreed to him . The laji adventures and fatal 
death of Sextus Pompeius. The wars of Octa¬ 
vius in IUyrium. The perfonal bravery of Octa¬ 
vius. The Salaffi fubdued by Valerius . The ex¬ 
ploits of M. Crajfus againft the Myfians, and 
the Bajlarna. The tedikfhip of Agrippa . Agrip- 
pa end Maecenas chief friends , confidents, and 
mxnifters of Odavius . Statues ereCled to Livia 
and OCtavia. The Portico of OClavia . The 
triumphs of Statilius Taurus and Sofius . New 
Patricians. The death of Atticus. Succeffton of 
the Confuljhip from the year 718/0 the year 
721. Page 317. 
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Continuation of the XLVIII. Book. 

§. II. 

The difpofttions of the two con fids, with regard to 
the Jlate of the repubiick. 'The Senate, contrary 
to the advice of Cicero, orders a deputation to 
Antony. Oftcvius is invefled with the title and 
authority of Pro-prxtor . Cicero becomes furety 
for him to the Senate . A Jla.tue is decreed to 

Lepidus . Infiruftions given to the deputies of 
the Senate. Sulpitius , one of them , dies upon 
arriving at the camp of Antony . The badfuc- 
cefs of the deputation. A tumult is declared by 
the Senate. A fiatue is decreed to Sulpitius . 
A new deputation is ordered to Antony by the 
Senate . Cicero, whom they put in the number 
of the deputies, excufes himfelf, and thus ren¬ 
ders the affair abortive. Lepidus writes to 
the Senate to exhort them to peace . Cicero op - 

pofes it. Antoirfs letter to Hirtius and Obi a* 
vius . Hirtius and Oftavius approach to Mo¬ 
dena. Pigeons employed to' carry and bring 
back difpatches. A fight wherein Panfa is 
wounded. Antony in returning to his camp is 
attacked, and overcome by Hirtius . Oblavius, 
who was left to guard the camp, defends him* 
Jelf againji Lucius, brother of Antony. The 

fenate extolls prodigioufiy the advantage gained 
over Antony .• A new battle, where the lines of 
Vol. XV. B Antony 
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Antony are forced. Hirtius is killed. Antony 
raifes the fiege , and gains the Alps. 0 flavins 
does not purfue him. Difficulties in unravelling 
the intrigues of the times which followed the 
raifwg of ike fuge of Modena. The death of 
Pan fa. Antony is declared an enemy to the 
Pidnick, The generejitj of Aiticus. The Se¬ 
nate endeavours to pull down Oflavius. An 
equivocal expreffion of Cicero , with regard to 
young Cffiar. The oppoftte projefls and inter efts 
of Oflavius and the Senate. The Senate gives 
Oflavius a p‘etext which he makes ufe of to 
declare bimfelf. Oflavius approaches towards 
A)Uony. He invites Lepidus and Pollio to join 
with him. He aft ires to the Confidfhip . Ci¬ 
cero becomes his dupe , and fupports him. The 
Senate rejefls the demand of Oflavius. The 
junflion cf Lepidus and Antony. The Senate 
has recourfe to Oflavius : who takes that op¬ 
portunity to ufurp the Confulfbip. Complaints 
cf Brutus egainft Cicero , contained in two let¬ 
ters , the one to Cicero himfelfy and the other 
to At tic us. The foundation of the town of 
Lyons . 
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A. Hirtius. 

C. Vibius P a n s a. 


The difpo- 

Ji:izr. of the 

i ~lc Con- 
full, nxzitb 



H E Confuls entered on their charge, 
were both creatures of Csefar. Panfa 


even owed his rife to him upon a par- 
rtgard to ticular account: For being the fon of one 
the fate cf who was banifhed, it would not have been 
tj?’^ Re pub- p 0 f] 3 ble for him to have arrived at thefe ho* 

nours, if Gefar had not removed the obftacle 
which the laws of Sylla laid in his way. It 
feemed as if they were attached not only to 

the 
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the fortune, but the perfon of their friend ; for ^* nt R * c 709 ’ 
they cherifhed his memory ftill after his death, p^ 3 / 
as Cicero a obferves particularly of Hirtius *, x. 16. 
and they were very zealous, efpecidlly the laft, Clc * 
for the validity of the afts and decrees of the X1 “' 26 * 
Diftator. Thus the Senate, which Antony cal¬ 
led juftly enough the camp ot Pompey, had 
fufficient motives for diftrufting the Confuls. 

They, on the other hand, pretended to be 
good and faithful citizens. They fhevved 
themfelves friends to peace, good order, and 
the laws, fo far as to confent that the murder 
of Casfar Ihould remain unrevenged, rather 
than give occafion for a civil war Efpecially 
as the indecent and tyrannical conduft of An¬ 
tony, had made them revolt, and they were 
perfuaded of the neceffity of bringing him to 
reafon, and of reftraining his outrages. By 
this method they afted agreeably to the fy- 
ftem of the Senate, the great object of which 
was the war againft Antony, though they did 
not always proceed fo faft as the Senate would 
have wifhed, and particularly Cicero, whofe 
ardour would neither fuffer obftacle nor delay. 

On the i ft of January, the Senate being af- The Senate, 


fembled, and the Confuls having propofed to contrary to 

deliberate on the fituation of the llepublick, u ' e “ dvic< 
Cicero advifed them to aft with all imaginable 
vigour. Fufius Calenus. who had been conful putauonto 
fome years before, father-in-law to Panfa, giv- Antony 
ing his opinion firft, had broached the advice Clc> phl1 * 
of fending deputies from the Senate to An- V ' 
tony. Cicero refuted him with iurpri'zing ve¬ 
hemence, fupporting his opinion with very 
weighty reafons. He obferved, that it would 


* Mens dicipulus - - - - tus nofter fauciavit. Cic. ad 
valde amat ilium quem Bru- Att. xiv. 22. 

B 2 discover 
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A - R - r c 9 difcovcr a vifible want of refolution in the 
’ ,J ‘ conduct of the Senate, if, after having upon 
the 2cth of December preceding, extolled 
thofe who had taken arms againft Antony, 
they fhould in thirteen days time propofe a 
negotiation with him. He thought they had 
reafon to apprehend that by this weak conduct, 
they would intimidate the foldiers and people 
of Italy, who ardently efpoufed the publick 
caufe. In fliort, he foretold that the deputa¬ 
tion would be unfuccefsful. a “ If you order, 
cc fays he to the fenators, your deputies to be- 
cc feech Antony, he will defpiie you. If, on 
cc the other hand, you pretend to give him 
<£ orders, he will not hearken to you.” Ci¬ 
cero concluded then, that the belt way was to 
pufh the war with the utmoft vigour, and for 
that end to give full power to the Confuls, 
lirengthening them with the authority of the 
famous decree of the Senate, to which they 
had recourfe upon the mod prefling occafions * 
that is to fay, by ordering them to take care 
that the Republick fhould fuffer no harm. 
Thtfe two contrary opinions divided the Se¬ 
nate, and the debate tailed three days. At laft 
Fufius gained his point, and the deputies were 
named, all perfons of confular dignity > to 
wit, the famous Councilor Servius Sulpicius 
Pifo, father-in-law to Caefar, and Philip, hul- 
band to Atria mother of Oftavius. But in 
the mean time it was refolved that they fhould 
continue brifkly all the neceffary preparations 
for war. And actually Hirtius, though nGt 
well recovered from a difeafe he had lately la¬ 
boured under, fet out a few days after at the 

* Legates decernitis: fi fi ut imperetis non audict. 
« deprecentor, conteinr.et; Cic. Pbii, v. 25. 

2 head 
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head of a body of troops to go and join young A * R- 709* 
Caefar, who had already commenced hoftili- ***' C * 43 ' 
ties againft Antony, and had taken from him 
his elephants and fome cavalry. 

Another thing deliberated upon by the Con- Oaavm it 

fuls in the Senate, the ift of January, con- ln ™pd 
formable to a decree of the 20th of December ' Wlt , h th \ 

j* j 7 T . . title and 

preceding, was, the rewards which were pro -authority of 
per to be given to generals and foldiers, who Pro-p,*- 
had declared in favour of the Republick a - tor - 
gainft Antony. This affair was very delicate, 
with regard to O&avius, whom the Senate 
neither cared to difoblige, nor to recompence; 
becaufe, on the one hand they had need of 
him, and, on the other, it was dangerous to 
nouriih his ambition and too elevated hopes. 

Cicero was quite determined in the affair, and 
advifed them to inveft him with the title of 
Pro-pmor, to make him a Senator, and to 
grant him the privilege of demanding offices 
feveral years before the age preferibed by the 
laws. All this paffed, and, at the defire of 
Philip, the honour of a ftatue was added. 

What was molt Angular in Cicero’s harangue Q ctro ^ 
on this fubject was, that he undertook to dif- cme farety 
fipate the alarms, which were too well found -/"* birn t0 
ed, of thofe who were apprehenfive that the ^ enate ' 
fon of Caefar would follow his father’s foot- 
fteps. He extolled the attachment of Ofta- 
vius to the Senate ; he affirmed that Brutus 
and Caffius had nothing to fear from that quar¬ 
ter, and that he had facrificed to the Repub¬ 
lick all his particular refentments. He went 
even fo far as to become lurety for him to the 
Senate a . u I promife, faid he, I affure you, 

* Permitto, recipio, Ipon- lis hodiefit, qualemque eum 
deo, P. C. C. Csfarem tn- maxime efTe veSle k opcare 
km Temper fore civcm qua- debemus. Cic, Phil. v. 51. 
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a. R. 7 r ? « j engage to you, that Octavius will always 
' 43 ‘act as a sood citizen, as he does now, and 
u that he will follow the belt maxims that we 

“ could with.” But he promifed a thing that 
no ways depended upon himfelf, and the event, 
as is well known, proved that he was too for¬ 
ward. He thought himielt, however, obliged 
to {peak after this manner, in order to efta- 

blifh a confidence between the Senate and Odta- 

♦ 

vius, which he imagined to be neceffary for 
the good of affairs. 

The Senate, at the fame time that they heap¬ 
ed honours on young Gefar, ratified their pro- 
mifes made to the troops, engaging to give 
them, after the victory, money, fettlements, 
anu exemption from military duty, both them 
and their children. 

■ 1 make no mention of the encomiums and 


teffimonics of approbation and efteem lavilhed 
upon Decimus •, the tiling fpeaks itfelf. 

Afaui But the Senate laid hold of the opportunity 
y c, /[ a l:> of trying to fix the inconltancy of Lepidus, 

who had not yet declared himfelf. He was 
father-in-law to Brutus, which fhould have in¬ 
clined him to the part of the Republick. On 
the other hand, his vanity, or foolifh ambi¬ 
tion, was but too capable to determine him, 
as it afterwards happened, to join with Antony 
in oppreiTmg their liberty. They obliged him, 
therefore, by decreeing him the honour of a 
gilded iLtue, which was to be placed upon 
the Orarrs Tribunal, or whatever part of the 

Cirv he fhould make choice of. All this was 
* 

done on a very extraordinary, and frivolous 
pretext, excepting only one article, which was 
reaiiy agrecaole to the Senate, I mean the fer- 
vice which Lepidus had rendered to Sextus 
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Pompeius, in order to reftore him to his A - R - 

. , r 7 Act. C. 43. 

rights. 

Though the partizans of Antony had pro- injlruaions 
cured a fixth decree of the Senate for a depu- given take 

ration, yet they were not capable to draw up de P utles °f 
the inftrudions with which the deputies were ; * ena * 
to be charged. They were very fevere, and Cic. Phil, 
carried an injunftion to Antony, to forbear vi - 
molefling Decimus Brutus, the Conful eledt; 
to raife the fiege of Modena •, to make no de- 
vaflation in the province ; to retire on this fide 
the Rubicon, provided he did not approach 
nearer Rome than 200 miles * ; not to inlift 


any foldiers; and, in lhort, to refer his in- 
tereft and pretenfions to the determination of 
the Senate and People of Rome. Cicero, in 
giving an account of thefe inftrudlions fays, 
very juftly, That they were not fo properly 
propofitions of peace, as exprefs orders to a 
rebel. He foretold at the fame time, in a very 
pofitive manner, that Antony would not obey 
them; and his prediction was verified to a 
tittle. 


Ser. Sulpitius, the beft of the three deputies Smiths, 

from the Senate, died upon arriving at An- anec f {he 
tony’s camp. He was ill before his departure 
from Rome, and it was only out of pure com- arrival at 
plaifance to the Senate, of which he was one 
of the chief ornaments, that he accepted a 
commiffion which muft endanger his life. ^ lc * ll * 
Of the two remaining deputies, Pifo and The bad 
Philip, one was a friend to Antony, ana th tfuaefsof 
other a man of a foil character. By this means tke <* e P utA ' 
they acquitted themfelves of.their charge like Uon * 
men who were not very zealous in the caufe, 


* More than 66 leagues. 
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A ' * r * c V contenting themielves with tranfmitting their 
4j orde^ ir writing to Antony. 

Gc. Pr-;. Antony had fo little regard to this deputa- 
yu. :c t i cni he canted the wails of Modena to be 

immediately demoiifhed, in prefence ot the 
A?-'zr. dept ties. He expmeffed himfelf very bitterly 
E' :0 ‘ again ft Cicero, whom he alledged to be the 

O ^ * o 

author ct the inftruclions, at which he was 
very much offended. He complained of the 
Senate, waich ufed him ill in favour of her 
child (for io he called Oftavius). He declared 
that Dec. Brutus fhould pay for all the reft of 
Cafar’s murderers-, io that the death of that 
great man might not remain unexpiated, at 
leaft by one victim.. He did not allow the de¬ 
puties to enter Modena according to their or¬ 
ders, to confer with Decimus. In fine, his 
anfwer was very haughty, and burthened with 
demands which he was well affured they would 
never grant. It was as follows, and began in 
Ci c. Phil- a modeft enough manner. “ 1 renounce the 
vu . <. government which was given me by the 

i: people •, I lay down the command of the 
4t army •, 1 by no means refufe to become pri- 
cc vate again 1 forget every thing, and am 
cc reconciled with all the world.” But he 
adds intolerable conditions: I demand that 

u you grant to my fix legions, and to my ca- 
u valry, and troops of guards, all the fpoil 
64 they have made, and the eftates they are 
;i iuded in *, th~t thole to whom I have given 
u lands, in concert with Dolabella, may re- 
tc main in pofidffca of them j that whatever 
u decrees my colicgue and I have made with 
iepard to ourlelvcs, iollowing the memoirs 
cf Ccrfar for a pattern, fhall remain in 
° them full lorcc *, that no account of the 

“ money 
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u money * which was in the temple of Ops, 
“ fhall be demanded of me; that a pardon 
“ fhall be granted to all who are with me, for 
“ whatever they may have done againft the 
“ law.” In fhort, he did not propofe to 
quit his pretenfions to Decimus’s government 
without being very well recompenfed for it. 
“ I give up, faid he, the government of Cif- 
<c alpine Gaulbut I demand that of the 
“ Gauls lately conquered by Csefar, together 
“ with fix legions which fhall be recruited out 
u of the army of D. Brutus •, and I fhall en- 
<c joy this government as long as M. Brutus 
“ and C. Caflius fhall keep the governments 
“ of provinces, whether during their Confui- 


A. R. 709. 
Ant. C. 43. 


“ fhip, or in quality of Pro-confuls.” One 
may eafily obferve, that the future Confulfhip 
of Brutus and Caflius was a contrivance of 


Antony’s, to give jealoufy to Odavius, and to 
make him fenfible, that in cafe of neceflity, 
he might be reconciled to him. 

Pifo and Philip were fo little interefted mAiumultis 
the caufe with which they were charged, that inland by 
they reported the anlwer of Antony to the Se- ^ Senaie * 
nate t lemfelves, which might indeed pats 
for a declaration of war. Cicero put this in- 
terpretation upon it, and he propofed that a 
Roman, who in a Roman Colony befieged a 
Conlul, appointed General of the Romans, 
fhould be declared an enemy to the publick. 

Antony had ftill friends enough in the Senate 
to ward off this blow. A tumult was declared, 
which was only a fofter word fubftituted for 
that of war. As for the reft, all the orders 


* This money amounted to where ; that is, near Jive 
/even hundred thoufand Sejlcr- million and a half Stirling, 
ticcs, as has been faid elfe- 


were 
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werc §* ven ’ anc ^ the Y a & e d every refpeft, as 
' in a real war, and even a dangerous one. They 
continued to raife both men and money. 
Arms of all kinds were prepared ; and all the 
citizens were ordered, inftead of the Toga, to 
wear the military Garb, as in the time of the 
greateft danger. Every thing wore the appear¬ 
ance of war, though at the fame time they 
Csc. Phi*, would not admit the name. Cicero’s zeal was 

fo ardent, that he w T ould not make ufe of the 
privilege annexed to the confular dignity of 
wearing the robe of peace on fuch emergencies. 
He put on, with the other citizens, the war¬ 
like habit, to animate them by his example, 
to exclude all hope, and every proportion of 
peace. 

With the fame defign he fupported ftrong- 
ly the propofal made by the Conful Panfa, to 

Gc" Phil, honour the memory of Ser. Sulpitius, who 
ix. had died in the character of Deputy from the 

Senate, and during the time that he was eim 
ployed in that office. Cicero judged, very 
juftly, that the honours decreed to Sulpitius 
would be a ftain upon Antony; and that the 
fame monument which preferved the remem¬ 
brance of the deputy of the Senate, would bring 
to mind the haughtinefs with which Antony 
had rejected the deputation. He voted, there¬ 
fore, to ereft a ftatue to Sulpitius, and his ad¬ 
vice was followed, as appears by the teftimony 
Pjrr.p. de ot the lawyer Pomponius, who affures us that 

this ftatue remained in his time. 
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mean time, could not hinder 
*? th- them from renewing propofitions for a recon- 

Antnny had always iome friends at 
Rome. A lirtb while before two Praters, one 
£ of which was Ywfodiusj who rendered himfelf 

fa 
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fo famous afterwards; one Tribune, and two 7°9* 
defigned Tribunes, had left the city to join nt ' ' 43 ’ 
Antony, or to be of fervice to him in other C»c. Phil, 
parts of Italy. Calenus, who remained at xii * 
Rome, was not lefs ufeful to him, and it was 
by their reprefentations and thofe of Pifo, that 
the Senate deliberated anew upon the means 
of terminating the quarrel, rather by treaty 
than by force of arms. Panfa fupported them, 
and a new deputation was decreed, compofed 
of perfons of confular dignity; in the number 
of which was Cicero himfelf. He durft not Cktro y 
at firft venture to oppofe it, but in the next 
affembly of the Senate he laid open, in an ora- h * dput \ n 

\ . . . , . . r , tut r * i . . the number 

tion, which is his twelfth Philippic, the invin- 0 f t h e depu- 
cible reafons which obliged him to decline a ties.excufes 
commrfiion of that nature. It is certain that himfelf , 
Cicero’s paflion could by no means be agree- and ! hus . h 
able to Antony ; and that it was only an illu- Affair a- * 
fion to think of negotiating a peace by means bortive* 
of his mediation. But further, he found fault 
with the refoiution of the Senate, and under¬ 
took to prove that, confidering Antony’s cha¬ 
racter, his injuftice, violence, tyrannical fpirit, 
and the train of abandoned men he had about 


him, they could not hope to terminate the af¬ 
fair by an accommodation; and that they muff 
either overcome or perifh. Cicero having thus 
excufed himfelf from going, the other Depu¬ 
ties remained like wife at Rome, and the refo¬ 
iution of the Senate had no effeft. A little 
time afterwards the Conful Panfa, having fi¬ 
nished his bufinefs in the city, went to put 
himfelf at the head of the troops, levied by 
his orders, to make war againft Antony, con¬ 
jointly with his Collegue and young Caefar. 


Cicero 
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a-r. :c^. Cicero had (till another attack to encounter 
Aar ‘ c * 4r in the Senate, on account of a letter from Le- 

pidus, which exhorted them to peace. The 
•urim to reprefentations of Lepidus made the ftronger 
tbi Straie i m p re (f 10 n, from his having the command of 

!o a p owe rftil army, and their having very good 
pice. C: reafon to diftruft his attachment to the Repub- 
c-^o cftsjis lick. Flu&uating and irrefolute as the Senate 

was, Lepidus kept in with it, and at the fame 
time was in a good underftanding with An¬ 
tony. He even lent him fupplies, but with a 
Angular precaution, for he gave no orders to 
the general officer who commanded them, nor 
did he inform him which of the two parties 
he was to join. This officer, whofe name was 
Silanus, put a proper conftru&ion on the in¬ 
tention of the general, and marched his troops 
into Antony’s Camp. Whether it was that 
this had not happened at the time that Lepi¬ 
dus wrote to the Senate, or that Cicero chole 
to connive at the diffimulation of that artful 
man, he avoided, upon refuting him in his 
thirteenth Philippic, to uifcover any difcontent 
againft him ; nay, he even goes fo far as to 
praile him. But he perfifts iflrmly in his opi¬ 
nion of the impoffibility of a peace. tc What 
“ s peace, lays he, can you have with Antony ? 
u while there is no pumlhment inflicted upon 
c; that wretch which can fatisfy the juft ven- 
“ geance of the Remans.” 

His zeal, which was always violent, was a- 
ni mated by a letter of Antony’s, in which he 
crj'n.sj, fr*v himlelf perfonaiiy attacked, in two dif¬ 
ferent places. This letter, which was wrote 




- n 


jm hoc pax eae erse poiTc- populus Romanus, Cic. 
pc:cii: ceius re uippl.oo Phil, a iii. 21. 
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by Antony to Hirtius and Odtavius, before A * R - 7°9. 
Panfa was arrived at the camp, had been fent n ' ’ 
by Hirtius to Cicero. It is inferted at full 
length in the xiiith Philippic: I (hall here 
tranflate the greateft part of it, becaufe it is 
the moft confiderable fpecimen remaining of 
Antony’s writings; and, befides, it is very art¬ 
fully turned to fow divifions among the parti- 
zans of Casfar and Pompey, which were united 
againft him. 1 It begins thus: “ The death 
“ of Trebonius, when I heard of it, gave me 
no lefs grief than joy. There is, doubtlefs, 
very good reafon to rejoice, that that wretcli 
hath fatisfied, by his death, the manes of 
that great man, whofe life he had confpired 
againft; and that the providence of the 
cc gods has manifefted itfelf before the end of 
“ the year, by the punifliment which one of 
" the parricides has already undergone, and 
u which threatens another of them. But that 
tc Dolabella fliould have been declared an ene- 
Ci my to the publick for having killed an af- 
“ fafiine, and that the fon of a buffoon (’tis 
“ Trebonius, whom he marks out by this fcur- 
<c rilous epithet) fliould appear dearer to the 


<C 


tc 


CC 


ic 


* Cognita morte Trebo- 
nii, non plus gavifus fum, 
quam dolui. Dedifle pcenas 
fceleratum cineri atque oili- 
bus clariflimi viri, & appa- 
ruiffe numen Deorum intra 
finem anni vertenti*, aut jam 
foluto fupplicio parricidii, 
aut impendente, Iastandum 
eft. Hoftem judicatum hoc 
tempore Dolabellam, eo 
quod iicarium occiderit, Sc 
yideri cariorem populo Ro¬ 
mano filium fcurisquam C. 


Gefarem, patriae parentem, 
ineemifeendum eft. Acer- 

V- 

bifiimum Yero eft, te, A.Hir- 
ti, ornatum beneficiis Cla¬ 
ris, Sc talem ab eo relictum, 
qualem ipfe miraris, Sc te, 
6 puer, qui omnia ejus no¬ 
mini debes, id agere ut jure 
damnatus fit Dolabella, ut 
venefica haec libsretur ab 
obfidione, ut quam poten- 
tiflimus fit Caffius atque 
Brutus. 


“ Romans 
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a. R. 7c$. « Romans than Cgefar, the father of his coun* 
Aot,c ' 43 '“ tr y 5 j S} indeed, a fubjed greatly to be la- 

“ mcnted. But the moft affeding circum- 
ct fiance is, that you, Hirtius, whom Caefar 
“ loaded with favours, and raifed to a de- 
“ gree of fortune, which is even furprizing 
u to yourfeif *, and that you, likewife, young 
“ Odavius, who owe every thing to his name, 
“ that both of you fhould ufe your influence 
iC to make the condemnation pronounced a- 
u gainft Dolabella appear lawful, and be put 
“ in execution; and that that deceitful man 
“ 'meaning Decimus) whom I now keep ftiut 
M up in Modena, ftiould be delivered from 
“ the fiege *, and that Caflius and Brutus 
“ Ihould acquire a formidable power.’* 
Antony proved what he advanced, by enu¬ 
merating all the falfe meafures which he a1- 
ledged had been taken by Hirtius and Oda- 
vius, againft the intereft of their party. The 
firft that he mentions is, their having made 
choice of Cicero % one of the vanquilhed, for 
their Councellor and Chief •, and he ends the 
whole detail of their condud with this excla¬ 
mation. “ WJiat could Pompey himfclf do 
“ more, was he to return to life; or his fon, 
“ if he was at Rome ?” 

He adds: u You b tell me that I muft not 
“ hope for peace, if I do not fuffer Decimus 
€< to go out cf Modena *, or, if 1 do not fur- 
“ nifh him with provifions. Is this the re- 
u queft of thoie veterans whom you have pre- 

* Viftcm Ciceronem du- hoc plscetne veteranis iftis? 
ceir. haboiitis. quibus adhuc omnia integra 

4 Negatis pacem fieri pof- funt: quoniam vos affenta- 
fe, mil act emifero Bratum, tionibus & venenatis mune- 
aut frumento juvero. QnU ? ribus vgniftis. 

“ vailed 



Hirtius and Vibius, C’onfuls. 

“ vailed upon, and who, neverthelefs, are fill] a. 

“ undetermined ? As for you, you have en- Ant ‘ 
" tered into engagements; you have fold your- 
“ felves ? and the flatteries you have liftened 
“ to, together with the poifoned prefents 
“ which you have received, leave you no lon- 
“ ger at liberty to draw back. 

“ You tell me that there has been mention 
“ made in the Senate for peace, but I do not 
“ expeft any reafonable, or moderate propofi- 
“ tions from that quarter. It 1 belongs more 
“ properly to you to confider which is the belt 
“ plan, and the moft ufeful flop to be taken ; 

“ whether to revenge the death of Trebonius, 

“ or that of Caefar. Whether we ought to 
“ ruin one another in order to revive the caufe 
“ of Pompey, which has been fo many times 
“ traverfed and fubdued, or whether we ought 
“ not to unite ourfelves, in order to prevent 
“ our becoming the fport of our common 
“ enemies, who will be equal gainers by the 
“ ruin of either your forces or mine. Hither- 
“ to fortune has fpared herfelf this fpedhcle, 

“ and was not willing to fee two members of 
“ the fame body, or two armies of the fame 

“ patty, fight againft each other, at the infti- 
“ gation of Cicero, who endeavours to fet 
“ them together by the ears. Doubtlefs, he 


1 Vos potius animadver* 
tite utrum fit elegantius & 
partibus utilius, Trebonii 
mortem perfequi, an Cxfa- 
rfs: & utrum fit xquius, 


concurrere nos quo facil 
revivifcat Pompeianoru 
caufa totiesjugulata, an co 
fen tire, ne ludibrio fimus ir 
micis: quibus utri noftrCi 


ceciderint, lucro futurum. 
Quod fpe&aculum adhuc ip- 
fa Fortuna vitavit, ne vi- 
deret unius corporis duas a- 
cies, lanifta Cicerone, dimi- 
cantes: qui ufque eo felix 
eft, ut iifdem ornamentis 
deceperit vos, quibus decep* 
turn Csfarem gloriatus eft. 

“ ought 
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ought to efteem himfelf very happy for hav- 
“ ing impofed upon you, by means of the 
4C fame titles and honours by which he boafted 
to have impofed upon Caefar. 5 ’ 

Antony further pofitively affined them* 
that Lepidus and Plancus were both of his 
part}', but in this he went too far, at leaft with 
regard to Plancus: However, it is fcarce to be 
doubted but that he was on good terms with 


both of them 

Mean while his final refolution was this: 
<c If 4 the gods, fays he, favourable as I hope 
“ to the juftnefs of my intentions, grant me 
46 happy fuccefs, life will be very pleafant and 
“ agreeable to me. If it happens otherwife, I 
“ enjoy, beforehand, with infinite fatisfaftion, 
“ the idea of the punilhment which you nauflt 
4< unavoidably meet with. For fince the par- 
<c tizans of Pompey, though they are van- 
“ quifhed, carry their infolence fo far, What 
* c will they do if they become conquerors ? 
“ I fhall leave you to make an experiment of 
44 this. 55 

But not chufing to take leave of them in 
fuch harfh exprefiions, he adds an offer of a 
reconciliation : “ Whatever injuftice b (fays he) 
“ my friends have done me, I can (till forget 
“ what I have fuffered by it, provided they can 
“ repent what they have done, and are ready to 
41 join with me in avenging the death of Csfar.” 


* Si me re&is fenhbus 
euntera dii immortales, ut 
fpero. adjuverint, vivam li~ 
ber/.er. Sin autem aliud me 
faturn manet, prscipio gau- 
dia Arpplicior'-n-. veftrorum. 
Namque fi vj£li PompeiaDi 
Um infolemes funt, vi&ores 


quales futuri lint, VOS po* 
tius experiemini. 

b Denique fumma judicii 
mei fpe&at hue, ut mcorum 
injuria3 ferre poffim, fi aut 
oblivifei velint ipfi fecifle, 
aut ulcifci parati fine uni 
nobifeum Cselaris mortem. 

Thif 
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This letter furnifhed thofe to whom it was £ n *‘ c 7 ^; 
dire&ed with agreeable matter for refle&ion. 

It is uncertain what effeft it produced on the 
mind of Hirtius, who died foon after. But as 
to Oftavius, he made too good ufe of it, as 
will appear in the fequel. 

In the mean time it produced no vifible 
change in the conduft of the three Chiefs, 
who fupported the caufe of the Senate. It 
feems that Hirtius and Panfa thought it necef- 
fary to chaftife Antony, in order to oblige him 
to refpedt the orders of the Senate and the 
Laws; and that O&avius did not think that 
he could fecurely treat with him till he had 
firft revenged that contempt he had Ihewn to¬ 
wards him, and made him fenfible that he was 
not a child, but a man, quite ripe with regard 
to prudence, and very firm in the execution 
of what he had refolved. The winter alone 
hindered them from afting. Oftavius was 
with his army at the Forum Comelii , which is . 
now called Imola: Hirtius occupied * Claterna 
in the fame province: And Panfa, who remain¬ 
ed at Rome during fome months at the be¬ 
ginning of the year, raifed troops by force. 

As for Antony, he continued to block up De- 
cimus in Modena. And in this manner was 


the bad feafon for fighting occupied. 

As foon as it was poffible to take the field, 
Hirtius and Oftavius knowing that the fcarcity 
became very prefiing in Modena, marched 
with a defign to attempt the relieving it. Up¬ 
on the march they took pofieffion of Bolog¬ 
na, which opened its gates to them. But when 
they approached near the place bcfieged, 
they found themfelves flopped by a little river 


* Qiiaderna. 

c 


called 


Hirtius 
and Ofla- 
<v\ui af* 

A 

proach to 
bkdena. 
Pigeons an 
made uje of 
to carry 
and brin* 

o 

difpauirs. 

Appidn. 

Dio. 


Vol. xv. 
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A - R c 7t - ca ^ e d * Scukmna, the banks of which Antony 
‘^ u ' had lined with troops. It was not poffible for 

them to pals i:: Thev only gave notice to De- 
cimus of their arrival by fignals, but as he re¬ 
turned no aafwer, they made ufe of a diver, 
Frcr-Un. who fwirr.nrin^ under water entered the town, 




i ; * 


and carried to the befieged the news of the 


\i. 


fuccours, graved on a thin plate of lead, which 
>ii2.x.3-. they tied to his arm. They conveyed alfo Salt 

and other provifions into Modena, by the fame 
way ot the river. The befiegers having obferv- 
ed it made ufe of nets to catch them, which 
effectually hindered them from fending any 
more. Bur they found no method of flopping 
a particular kind ot couriers, which kept up 
a correspondence between the befieged and the 
army deilined for their relief. Thefe were 
Pigeons, to the necks of which they fattened 
letters, and after having kept them fhut up in 
a dark-place without meat for fome time, they 
let them fly. As Icon as they found them- 
fdves at liberty they directed their flight to¬ 
wards a place where they obierved grain, 
which they had taken care to put upon the 
high-ground; and thus they carried and 


:n. 


brought Lw.k ttveral important advices. 


There was nothing ell 


/» 
w 


remarkable happened 


till the arrival of Pan fa ^ excepting only that 
the Pnttor Ventidius, whole leaving Rome I 
have bucre taken notice of, having advanced 
to join Antony with two legions which he had 
railed in Cedar’s colonies, was hindered by Hir- 
tius and Octavius. He therefore retired to Pi- 
cenum, where he raifed a third legion, wait¬ 
ing an opportunity of making ufe of his forces 
for the fervice of his friend and protestor. 

* Le Panaro. 


The 
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The fourteenth of April Panfa was to ar- ^ nt R c r ' 9 ' 
rive at the camp of Hirtius, with four legions n ’ * 43> 
of new raifed troops. At his approach both 
armies put themfelves in motion. Hirtius de¬ 
tached the martial legion with his Guard or 
Pretorian Cohort:, together with that of Ofta- 
vius, in order to fecure the march of his Col- 
legue. Antony, to prevent their joining, 
marched from the camp himfelf, leaving his 
brother Lucius to command there in his ab- 


fence ; and took two of the beft Legions, two 
Pretorian Cohorts, his own and that of Sila- 
nus, which had been fent him by Lepidus, as 
I before obferved, befides forne cavalry and 
light-armed troops, and ported himfelf near 
the Forum Gallorum , now called Cif;el Franco. 

As foon as the martial Legion, which had Aim thin 
quitted - the fervice of Antony to join young n ^ !C ; . 
Casfar, perceived the troops of the contrary **lnd*A 
partyi it was not poffible to keep them within Cic. ad' 
bounds. Hatred is never rtronger than againft Pam. x. 
thofe whom you have left, and by whom you 3 °-. & .. 
know you are looked upon as a rebel. Panla ini1, 
was obliged to follow the motion of this Le¬ 
gion, and to engage in a general aftion, al- 
moft in fpite of himfelf. I fliall not offer to 
enter upon a detail of this engagement, which 
was very bloody. The Pretorian Cohort of 
Csefar was almoft emirely cut to pieces. The ’ 
martial Legion fuffered likewife very much; 
and Panfa received two wounds, the fecond of 


which was fo confiderable, that he was obliged 
to leave the field of battle, and was carried to 


Bologna. The lofs was not much lefs on Antony’s 
fide ; however, he had the advantage, for 
which he was particularly obliged to the ca¬ 
valry, which was extremely good. But attempt- 

C 2 ing 
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ing to crofs the camp where the vanquifhed 
were retreated, he met with a repulfe. 

When he was returning, Hirtius, who upon 
the news of what had paffed, was arrived with 
two Legions, met him in the very place where 
the former battle was fought; and falling on 
his troops, which were greatly fatigued, he 
eafily defeated them. Thus the conquerors 
were either cut to pieces, or put to flight in 
their turn. Antony got back again to his 
camp, by the favour of the night, with the re¬ 
mains of his foldiers. Hirtius took two ftand- 
ards and fixty-fix colours from the enemy. 

In his abfence, his camp was attacked by L. 
Antonius. Octavius who was left there with 
a handful of men, made neverthelefs a good 
defence *, for having obliged the aflailants to 
retire with lofs, he by this means became a 
fharer in the glory of the day, which tho* not 
at all decifive, yet, however, did honour to 
the party of the Senate. 

Antony afterwards reproached Odavius that 
he had fled on this occafion, and did not ap¬ 
pear again for two days after the battle, with¬ 
out his armour and his horfe. But the testi¬ 


mony of an enemy is liable to exception. Oc¬ 
tavius was praiied in a letter of Hirtius, quoted 
by Cicero in full Senate, as having given proofs 
Cic.Phi 1 . of great courage. The account which 1 have 
x;v. 2?. given of the affair, is a faithful tranflation of 

Cicero’s words, in his xivth Philippic. But 
granting that account not to be literally juft, 
yet I cannot perfuade myfelf that it can be ab- 
folutely falfe. 

Trt S-nate The advantage gained over Antony was ex- 
exfbJj pro- to n ec ] beyond all meafure. Cicero voted to 

feftiyais for fifty days to render thanks: 

A very 
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A very great honour, and refpecfting the num- A *7 C 9* 
ber of days, exceeded every thing which had Ant ’ C ' 43 ‘ 
palled before with regard to Pompey and Cne- **y anta & e 
far. He advifed, befides, that they fliould in-^^ wwr 
veft each of the three Chiefs with the title of 
Imperator, as if it had been for a glorious vic¬ 
tory and that a magnificent monument fhould 
be erected at the expence of the Republick, for 
all thofe who had been killed in the battle. 

This was a very judicious and laudable pro- 
pofal, as it preferved to the fathers, mothers, 
wives, children, and brothers of the foldiers 
who were flain in defence of the publick Caufe, 
thofe rewards which would have been given to 
themfelves had they furvived. 

Mean while, for all this pomp of con- A new 
gratulation and triumph, Decimus was not hattlt * 
delivered, and Antony ftill preffed the fiege. An ' 
Hirtius and Odlavius were forced to give An- ^re fined 
tony battle again, and attack his intrenchments. Hirtius is 
They had penetrated a good way when Hirtius Mfo/. 
was killed, fighting with great bravery. Oc- A PP’ an - 
tavius being left alone, gave evident proofs of Dl °' 
his good conduft and courage. He kept pof- 
fefiion of the enemy’s camp for fome time ; but 
at laft Antony, with redoubled effort, obliged 
them to retire. He made his retreat, how- Suet Aug. 
ever, in good order, and it is reported of him, ,0 - 
that a ftandard-bearer having given him the Flor * 4 - 
ftandard when he was dying, he took it upon 
his fhoulders, and with this honourable load, 
wounded and covered with blood, he returned 
glorious to his camp, having all the advantage 
on his fide •, Decimus fhared the honour with CIe - a( * 
him, by a Tally which he made during the em 5ruc * L 2 ‘ 
gagement. It is not at all to be doubted but * 

Antony fuffered greatly by this laft aftion. 

C 3 This 
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a R. ? : 9 This is confirmed by the reiolution he took to 

* ... ^ , - 4 

' “ r '* raiie the frcge, and gain the Alps as boon as 
. pcfnbie. B'^t tho’ he was overcome he had 
eld flid lome resource left. He trufted much to 

tZ! * ! * C*s T! 

h ; h: the fritndfnip of Lepidus and Plancus, and he 
k.:•. was lure of three Legions which Ventidius 

. O ^ 

commanded in Picenum. His next buftnefs 
then was to nut himfelf in a condition of re- 

L 

ceiving ti'.e luccours of his friends, by means 
cl which he hoped to become fooner more 
power!ul and more formidable to his enemies 
than before. 

Crr* '-: H c would have found it difficult, however, 

to have received the advantage of thefe rein- 
r ~ J ~" forerments, had Octavius purlued him without 

delay. This young, but artiul politician, who 
was always ftcudy in purfuing the intereft of 
his ambition, purpofcly allowed his enemy 
time f) retire. He was afraid of lerving too 
vdi the party in which he was engaged, being 
pmfuaded, not without reafon, that if he ruin¬ 
ed Antony, the Senate would next endeavour 
to min himfelf 

Vi l~- lids whole intrigue is very difficult to be 
*■' ■ - • unmvdkd, lor want of fuffiuent memoirs that 


cr * 


A'ti 


• # 


/- 


1 • 


-r; 




might be depended on. Two things, however, 
{ . t u , s are very certain ; the one, that the Senate de- 
. ' fd Tred ear net; iv to rc-eHabliln the government 


i*t V'S 


ot the Rep-.bhck ; the other, that Odavius 
r d' wanted eutirdy to deftroy it, and raife to 

f, » w - / * t m # / 

y _ ' him:dr, on tire ruins or Liberty, a power re- 

femcling that ot his great uncle. By an inevi¬ 
table conk-quer.c • of this contrariety of views, 
tLy mutually diftrufted one another, and the 
rw teddy alone of iubduing Antony their com¬ 
mon enemv, had re-united them. After An- 

* 

tony was reduced :o retreat from before Mo- 
* 

dena, 
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dena, and was no more in a condition to give * n * c r9 , 
umbrage to any of them,’ the divifion, which 
was only fufpended between the two parties, 
was ready to break out. The Senate, believ¬ 
ing that they had no longer need of Odavius, 
negleded him, and ftrove to mortify him. 

And Octavius made ufe of this pretext to 
break his engagements with the Senate, and to 
execute without referve that defign which he 
had always kept in view. 

This is in general the truth of the affair, 
which no difiimulation could render obfeure, 
becaufe it was fufficiently evinced by fads. 

■ But that which has very much darkened all the 
accounts of thefe times is, That both parties 
ftrove to conceal their meafures •, and as Oda- 
vius at laft became the Chief, under the title of 
Auguftus, and even tranfmitted his power to 
his fucceffors •, the hiftorians under the firft 
Caefars, were permitted to give inftances of the 
Senate’s ingratitude, but by no means to expofe 
Odavius. And how could it be expeded that 
the common hiftorians Ihould dare to fpeak 
the truth, fince T. Livius himfelf, whom Au- Tac, Ann. 
guftus called a partizan of Pompey, mentions, 
as a true motive, (if the author of the Abridg- 
ment underftood his meaning) what was only 
a pretence. And fuppofes that the unjuft pro¬ 
ceedings of the Senate were the caufe which 
determined Odavius to ufurp the Confulfhip. 

Tacitus, who was not only a man of anTac.Ami. 
open charader, but wrote in a time of liberty, i. 10. 
tinder the government of one of the beft 
Princes to be met with in hiftory, has traced 
a faithful plan of the condud of Odavius, 
which I have exadly copied. Suetonius alfo s«et.4ag, 
tells his mind very freely, but both of them 12. 

C 4 exp refs 
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*9* exprefi themfclves only in general terms. Ap- 
pian and Dio, who entered more into particu¬ 
lars, have extracted their hiftories from fources 
infected with flattery •, and, confequently, ought 
not to be rafhly believed. Thus it frequently 
happens that we find them contradicted by 
the fmall authentic remains of the times we are 
now fpeaking of. That is to fay, fome letters 
of Cicero and his friends, efpecialiy the two 
Bruti. 

As I do not intend to load this work with 
diiTertations, which belong properly to the 
learned, I fhall not difcufs thofe points which 
I imagine have deceived thefe two Greek wri¬ 
ters. I fhall look upon what they have wrote 
as partial to OCtavius, compared with thofe 
pieces which we have on the oppofite fide, 
and thus I fhall endeavour to unravel the truth 
to my reader. But I return to my fubjeCt. 

Decimus had no fooner got over his fear of 
Antony, than he began to be afraid of OCta- 
vius. To clear up his fufpicions he defired a 
conference with him j and it appears, by the 
manner in which he exprefles himfelf in a letter 
to Cicero, that he believed he had good rea- 
:* fon no: to be difpleafed with it. But OCta- 
vius, who was much more artful than he, de¬ 
ceived him. 

In the mean time Panfa died in Bologna of 
2 ' the wounds which he received at the battle of 
Cofid France. Finding there was no hopes of 
recovery, he lent for Octavius, and, if you 
believe Appian, revealed to him the plot 
of the Senators, and their defign to make the 
Chiefs of CV far’s party deftroy each other. 
He added, that his view, and that of his Coi- 
ivgue in making war jgainft Antony, was only 
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to humble him, in order to force him to a re- a. r. re¬ 
conciliation with the fons of his benefador. at * * 43 ’ 
He ended, by informing him that he gave him 
up the two Legions, the Martial and the fourth* 
and that he would caufe all the new raifed 
troops to be fent to Decimus. 

This laft circumftance is very certain •, and 
after the death of Panfa, thefe troops were di- 
ftributed according to the plan abovemention- 
ed. As to the intentions of Panfa and Hir¬ 
tius, they might poflibly be fuch as Appian 
fuppofes them ^ but if it was fo, it was fur- 
prizing that Cicero had no fufpicion of it, and in 
the letters which he wrote, both during their 
Confulfliip, and after their death, he frequent¬ 
ly praifes them, never in the lead fufpcds their 
fidelity, and finds no fault with them on any 
other account, than want of activity and pru¬ 
dence on certain occafions. Befides, their 
whole condud, after the death of Caefar, fhew- 
ed them to be men moft certainly attached to 
his memory, but enemies to the violences and 
tyranny of Antony and his party. If they 
had any fecret defigns they can only be guef- 
fed at. 

In (hort, in a time of fadions and troubles, 
all forts of rumours find credit with thofe 


whofe prejudices are flattered. Thus, while 
Appian regards Hirtius and Panfa as devoted 
to Odavius, this laft has been accufed by others TaC - Ann * 
as the author of their death, as having oc- 
cafioned Hirtius to be killed in the battle by ^ ’* 
his-own foldiers, and as having engaged Panfa’s 
Phyfician to poifon his wounds. Thefe accu- 
fations have never been proved, and we have 
even a letter of Brutus’s, in which he juftifies Cic. ad 
fanfa’s Phyfician. We only fee by fuch extra- Brut. i. 6 . 

ordinary 
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ordinary reports, what fome people believed a 
‘ 4i ‘ young ambitious man, fuch as O&avius, to be 
capable of. 

The fatal death of the two Confuls was a 
fevere blew to the Republic!?, which found it- 
felf all *at once deprived of its Chiefs. Their 
bodies were carried to Rome and magnificently 
interred, and their deaths greatly lamented by 
the publick. All orders of the State feemed 
to take a fhare in the concern •, and it has been 
reported that the Cryers, who officiated at the 
funeral ceremony, refufed their wages on this 
melancholy occaiion. The grief, in the mean 
time, was greater and more fincere amongft 
the people, than amongft thofe at the head of 
affairs. Hirtius and Pania had obferved a mean 
between the two parties, which could neither 
be entirely fatisfaclory to the Senate or Ofta- 
vius. Octavius had found them too much at¬ 
tached to the Senate, and the Senate too luke¬ 
warm in the caufe of liberty. Cicero hints at 
this laft in (peaking of their death: u We* 
44 have loft two good Confuls, fays he, but they 
44 were only good.” 

Antms is The next thing that engaged the attention 
itciarei 0 f t h 0 f e who were zealous tor the Republick, 

‘i was how to make the beft ufe of Antony’s dif- 

i r i fubLcz. . J 

Dio. grace, which, at nrft, they looked upon as 

quite complete. As foon as they heard the 
news that the fiege of Modena was raifed, they 
again put on the robe of peace in the city, as 
if the war had been entirely at an end, and or- 
q-. c 2d dained feftivals for fixty days. Antony, and 
F-m. x. all thofe who had joined him were declared 
21. :: zd enemies to the publick, and it was refolved 

^ j * 

3 4 Cc-nfuU? duos ro-.cs no?, anuGmus, Qc. ad Brut. 

quidem, fed uur.;;>x>c bo- i, 5. 


that 
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that they fhould purfue them brifldy till they A - R - 709- 

11 tii* • Ant* C* 4-5* 

had compJeated their ruin. ™ 

In the mean time they appointed a commif- Appian. 
fion to infpeCt into the whole conduct of An¬ 
tony during his ConfulQiip, and to repair all 
the injuftice for which he was blamed, both 
towards the Republick and particular perfons. 

The end which they propoled by annulling 
his orders was, that this counter-blow muft 
weaken Caefar’s Decrees, by which he thought 
himfelf authorized in all he had done. 

At fuch a critical conjuncture, while nobody The gene - 
durft call himfelf a friend to Antony, and thofe rofity of 
who had been the moft obliged to him aban- 
doned him and joined his enemies.; Atticus, psTnVit" 
in fpite of his intimate connections with Cicero Att. 
and Brutus, fhewed himfelf a faithful friend to 
him in difgrace. He protected Fulvia his wife, 
who was attacked on all fide^ by creditors, and 
perfecuted with a thoufand injuries in order to 
rob her of all fhe had. He fecured his children, 
who were in danger of their lives. And it can¬ 
not be faid, as Corn. Nepos very well ob- 
ferves, That in all this he aCted with the leaft 
felfifh view. For at that time there was no 
manner of appearance that Antony could ever 
recover himfelf, every body believing that he 
was irrecoverably ruined. 

The rigid Republicans, who followed to a The Senett 
tittle the maxims and fuggeftions of Brutus, ********* 
were no lefs active to deprefs young Caefar, l ]J^ n Q Cm 
than to ruin Antony. As they had the upper taviuSt 
hand at that time in the Senate, all the honours Cic. ad 
were granted to Decimus. He was charged f am - xu 
with the purfuit of Antony, and the battle of 
Modena, by which he was delivered, happen- 
ing accidentally to fall on Iris birth-day, it 
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a. r. 7:9-was ordered that that day fhould be marked 
Act. c.4,. w ith name j n the publick Fafti: In fine, 
Cic. ad under pretence of fome advantages gained by 
Fam. xi. ^im, feveral months before, over the nations 

4 * of the Alps, they decreed him a triumph. On 

the contrary Cicero, who kept more within 
bounds, having propofed to grant Odavius 
the honour of an Ovation, had almoft the 
whole Senate againft him. And what (hewed 
very plainly their defign of weakening young 
Caefar, was their attempt to take away from 
him the Martial and fourth Legions, and put 
them under the command of Decimus. But 
the Senators fucceeded no farther in this, than 
only to dilcover their ill wiil towards him. 
The Legions were too well pleafed with the 
general they had made choice of, to be pre¬ 
vailed upon to leave him. But the Senate did 
not content themfelves with that; they even 
carried the affair fo far as to affront Odavius. 

Their next bufinefs was, to beucw on the 
vidorious Legions thofe rewards they had pro- 
mifed at the beginning of the war. This was 
looked upon as an affair of fo great confe- 
quence, that in order to raife money, they 
Cic. ad loaded with a tax the city of Rome itfelf, 
Fam. xii. which had been exempted from it ever fmce 
a ^ the triumph of Paulus Emilius, conqueror of 
piutV^E- Perfia, and which fubmitted with great reluc- 
mil. tance to a burden it had not felt for the fpace 
Cic. de of 120 years before. They named fix Com- 
Off. u 76. m jff 10Rers co diftribute thefe rewards; and one 

would think that it was very natural to have 
put the officers of thofe troops in the number. 
But fo far from this, it was faid that thofe 
who were at the head of the army could not 
be named for this office. They chofe rather 

2 to 
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to exclude Decimus than to be under a necef- A * R - 7 c 9- 
fity of admitting Oftavius. Ant ’ 

This refolution was alfo taken contrary to 
the advice of Cicero, who was one of the com- 
mifTioners. He infilled in favour of the two 
generals, but was not hearkened to. His pru¬ 
dence was looked on as a felfifli piece of poli¬ 
cy, and brought upon him afterwards very 
fmart reproaches from Brutus. On the other 
hand he was, at the fame time, expoied to the 
ill-will of the veterans, who looked upon him 
as favouring the murderers of C^far. 

The veterans were in the right ; and he hap- An equivo- 
pened to drop an expreflion at this time, which cal ex P r *F 
perhaps coft him his life. In • fpeaking of fi° no f c [- 
Oftavius he faid, that he could not help praif- 
ing and honouring the young man : he adds a young Ca¬ 
tbird phrafe which in the Latin bears an equi-/^. 
vocal fenfe, and may equally fignify to elevate , 
or rid himfelf of him . This expreflion came 
to the ears of Oftavius, who faid he would 
take care not tc be elevated in the manner 
Cicero intended he rtiould. 

In fhort he actually prepared to lay afide The tppofut 
the mafk, and break off with the Senate. I tprojeQ, and 
may indeed be faid that he was in a manner 
forced to it, as it manifeftly appeared that they 
propofed to crufti Caefar’s party, and to make &nan . 
the enemies of his name and memory triumph. 

The general command at fea given to Sextus 
Pompeius ; the formidable power which Bru¬ 
tus and Caflius authorized by the decrees of 

* rpfum Cadarem nihil tern, ornandum, tollenduro ; 
fane de te queltum, nift fe non commiffurum ut tolli 
dittum quod diceret te dix- pcfiit. D. Brut, ad Cic . xi. 
ifle, laudandum adolefcen- ad Fam. 20. 


the 
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7 f 9 . the Senate had acquired ; the honours accumu- 
‘ /3 ‘ lated upon Decimus ; the indifference which 
they fnewed for Oftavius, after Antony was no 
longer to be feared ; all this prognofticated to 
Cedar’s heir, not only obftacles, with regard 
to his ambitious projects, but even dangers 
fatal to his perfon. He had then good reafon 
to diftruft the Senators, and the Senators had 
reafon to diftruft him. Their reciprocal inte- 
refts were direftly contrary j and as it is intereft 
which governs men, efpectally thofe who have 
the management of great affairs, the enmity 
between them became irreconcilable. It was 
neceffary that either the Senate (hould be crufh- 
ed to pieces, or eife that the ambitious 06 ta- ■ 
vius Ihould perifh. 

Saet. Aug. This he had forefeen from the very begin- 
ID> ning. For by his plan the authority of the 

Senate muft be deftroyed. And he owned this 
in fnme meafure himfelf, feeing he made a 
glory of it, through his whole life, that he 
had always had in view the revenging the 
death of his adoptive father, which could not 
be executed while the Senate preferved any au¬ 
thority. He diffembled at firft, that he might 
not have both the Senate and Antony to ftrug- 
gie with at the fame time. He even puftied 
his diffimulation fo far, as to agree to releafe 
one of Ca? far’s murderers, and aCted his part 
Cic. ad fo well in this war, that Cicero teftifies in his 
Brut. 1 .10. behalf, that there was no fault to be found 

with the manner in which he ferved his party. 

Alter Antony’s deieat he fulpended his acti¬ 
vity at once •, he took no advantage of the 
victory, and this was the firft fymptom he 
gave of his fecret intentions. But this was (till 
equivocal, fince the Senate charged Decimus, 

and 
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and not O&avius to puriue Antony. As for A * R - 
the reft he kept himfelf quiet, and had pa- Ant ' * 43, 
tience for fome time ; being willing without 
doubt to obtain fome fpecious pretence againft 
the Senate, which lhewed now no more re- 
fpeft for him, and to feem to have been aban¬ 
doned and offended by the Senators, before he 
fhould abandon them, and declare himfelf their 
enemy. 

He was not long in finding the pretence ^ Senate 
which" he wanted, and the Senators took care 
to furnifh him with it. Being ftill fond of the p r€texfi 
project of drawing from him the troops which which he 
acknowledged him for their chief, they or -maketuft 

dered the Deputies which they fent to the army 
to diftribute the rewards, to fpeak to the fol- w 
diers when O&avius was not prefent. After Veil. ii. 
the Deputies arrived, and had fignified their 6*. 
orders to the young general, he declared that Di0 ‘ 
he would not in the leaft hinder them from do¬ 
ing what was enjoined them ; but he fignified 
to them, at the fame time, that they would 
find it a needlefs trouble, and that he was very 
fure that the foldiers would neither hearken to 
them nor give them any anfwer unlefs he was 
prefent. In this he advanced nothing but the 
truth, and doubtlefs he had taken his meafures ( 
before. The Deputies being returned, without 
having performed any thing, Oftavius em¬ 
braced this opportunity of laying open to his 
troops the whole management of the Senate, 
and a defign which was formed of fowing a 
diffention between the foldiers and their general. 

His difeourfe was received with great applaufe, 
and the attempt which had been made to de¬ 
prive him of his army, confirmed the affec¬ 
tions of his troops towards him* 


In 
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a. r. 709. j n t he mean time he made preparations to 
1 '^approach towards Antony, but did not enter 
OSaxnus direftly into a negotiation with him. He be- 

‘mvar'ds'* t0 care ^ s very much the prifoners, both 
jvtcr.y. officers and foldiers, which he had in his power, 
Appian. receiving into his army all fuch as were willing 

to engage with him, and allowing to the reft 
the liberty of returning to their general. Ven- 
tidius had marched out of Picenum, in or¬ 
der to join Antony ^ and nothing could have 
been more eafy than for Octavius to have cut 
them to pieces in their march. But inftead of 
that, when he knew that they were near his 
camp, he fent to invite them to join his party *, 
or, if Ventidius rather chofe it, he would al¬ 
low him to continue his march unmolefted to¬ 
wards Antony, and he charged him to reproach 
him with his ignorance of their mutual intereft. 
Ventidius made a proper ufe of this permiffion, 
and was not wanting to acquit himfelf faith¬ 
fully of his meffage. This conduft of Octa¬ 
vius Efficiently declared his intentions. For 
an officer, one of the prifoners, called Decius, 
taking leave of him to return to Antony, and 
demanding of him an explanation of his fenti- 
ments: 44 1 have done enough, anfwered Oc- 
“ tavius, for intelligent men. To fuch as are 
44 weak and blind, nothing is Efficient.” 

He invites He further explained himfelf in letters to Le- 

Lspsus 
and PoIIio 
tojsin with 
him. 

u together in order to check the power of his 
44 father's murderers, and alfo for their own 
46 fafety. That without this it was greatly to be 
44 feared,that they Ihould all be ruined, one after 

44 another, 


pidus and Pollio, with whom he had no dif¬ 
ference, and who, till that time, appeared to 
remain neuter. He reprefented to them, tC That 
44 all the chiefs of Caefar’s party ought to unite 



Hirtius and Vibius, Confuls. 


33 


cc as had juft happened to Antony, by an ef- * nt R; c 7 °*‘ 
u fe<ft of his too great boldriefs, prefumption, ° ’ ' 43 ’ 
l( and obftinacy. That it was right to keep 
“ in with the Senate, and to acknowledge its 
“ authority, without negle&ing themfelves in 
t; the mean time, and taking proper precau- 

tions againft the dangers which threatened 
“ them.” Odtavius concluded, with defiring 
them to communicate thefe reflections to An¬ 
tony, and to engage him to give attention to 
them. 

Lepidus was very ftrongly inclined to con¬ 
form his conduct to the advice of Oftavius. 

But as to Pollio, if we may judge of His dif- 
pofitions by the three letters which we have of 
his upon the motion above-mentioned, and 
even by the fiercenefs of his character, a re¬ 
publican in his heart, and full of efteem for 
Cicero •, though he preferved fome refpeft for 
the memory of Gefar, he Ihewed himielf fully 
determined to affift the Senate againft Antony. 

But his being removed to the furthermoft cor¬ 
ner of Spain, did not allow him to have any 
fhare in the decifion of that affair, or to have 
it in his power to wait for it. 

Oftavius, befides his general views which & afftm 
regarded the whole party, had at that time a t0 
particular one with regard to himfelf ^ this was WW- 
to arrive at the Conlulfbip, void by the death 
of Hirtius and Panfa. This fupreme dignity was 
very capable of tempting an ambitious young 
man. Befides, he judged it a kind of protec- PIuf -.Ac¬ 
tion abfolutely neceffary for him in his prefenc 
fituation. He faw himfdi- as it were ftanding 
alone, an enemy of Antony, not well affured 
of the difpofitions of the other chiefs of Ge- 
far’s party, and obnoxious to the Senate. The 

Vol. XV. D Conful- 
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Confulfhip, if he could obtain it, would cer¬ 
tainly fortify him, and add to his arms the fup T 
port of the Laws, and of the publick Authority. 
But the difficulty was, how to fucceed. He firft 
addreffed himfelf to Cicero, who allowed himfelf 
to be perfuaded to affift him, in a demand fo 
contrary to the rules and intereft of the repub¬ 
lican party. 

This is the part of Cicero’s life which gives 
the greateft handle for cenfure. It muft be 
owned, that he had a violent inclination to¬ 
wards Octavius, who had infinuated himfelf in¬ 
to his good graces by the mod flattering caref- 
fes, and who feigned to put his confidence en¬ 
tirely in him, and to make him his only coun- 
cellor. I am of opinion, however, that what¬ 
ever Cicero did before that in favour of Cae- 

« • 1 

far’s heir might be juftified, and that the rea- 
fons he makes ufe of to defend himfelf againft 
the reproaches of Brutus on this fubjed, have 
a great deal of weight. 

Neceflity had forced him to throw himfelf 
into the arms of Odavius, in the urgent dan¬ 
ger which threatened the City and the Repub? 
lick when Antony marched his Legions from 
Brundifium to Rome. Young Casfar was then 
plainly the deliverer of the Senate ^ and upon 
this occafion the whole Senators agreed with 
Cicero, to load him with honours of all kinds. 

But * 1 do not know how it happens, fays 
“ Cicero to Brutus, that we are more ready 
to grant liberally in the moment of dan¬ 
ger, than to make any acknowledgment 
“ when it is over.” After raifing the fiege of 
Modena, the Senate changed its condud en- 

* Sed nefcio quomodo fa- qiim in vidloria grati repCr 
cilius in timore benigni, rirnur. 

tir^Jy 


cc 


44 
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tlrely with regard to O&avius. But Cicero did A< ^ 
not vary from the fyftem he had embraced. r,C ’ 4J * 
He pfopofed that they Ihould decree to the 
conqueror the little Triumph, and alledged 
that that advice was no lefs prudent, than con¬ 
formable to the laws of gratitude. He did 
hot explain him felt any further. But indepen¬ 
dent of other reafons which he might poffibly 
have had, it is certain that.if the Senate had 


been complaifant enough to O&avius, to grant 
him an honour, of no great confequence, he 
would have thought himfelf more obliged to 
have declined making an irregular and dange¬ 
rous demand of the Confulfhip. 

It was upon occafion of this demand that 
Cicero allowed himfelf to be made a tool of 


and, which made it the mote inexcufable, thro* 
ambition and vanity. The young and artful 
Oftavius propofed to him that they fhould de¬ 
mand the Confulfhip together, giving him to 
underftand, that he himfelf would be contented 


with the fimple title and honour, leaving the 
power entirely to Cicero. He added, that if he 
defircd that high office, it was only to have an 
opportunity of laying down his arms honour¬ 
ably, as he had demanded a triumph from the 
fame motive. It is difficult to comprehend 
how Cicero (hould be deceived by fuch a pal¬ 
pable piece of artifice, if it was not that the 
predominant paffion frequently blinds men of 
the moft penetrating genius. Plutarch agrees 
with Appian in this affair, and it is certain that 
it was currently reported at that time, that Ci¬ 
cero was to be made Confui, for Brutus in a a( j 
letter compliments him upon it. This old and Cie. I. 4. 
wife ftatefinan, impofed on by a young man 
not yet twenty, made the whole Senate \Vit- 



neffes 
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a . r. 709, rieffcs of the trick which was put upon him. 

* 4j 'He reprefented, 44 That the Republick could 
44 fcarce put confidence in any of the generals 
44 which commanded the armies in the neigh- 
4t bourhood of Italy, and who adted like in- 
44 dependents, making treaties among them- 
44 lelves for their proper interefts, without any 
44 regard to the fervice of the State. Confe- 
44 quently it behoved the Senate to attach itfelf 
44 to Octavius, whom hitherto it had regard- 
4; ed but very’little 5 and that it was necef- 
44 fary to regain him by means of fome ho- 
44 nours, left being irritated and in arms it 
44 mi2;ht be more difficult to reftrain him within 
44 proper bounds, than if he was in the city 
4; and vetted with the Confullhip. That after 
44 all they could appoint a kind of manager and 
44 tutor for him, under the name of collegue, 
44 and make choice of one of the old Senators 


fTbi Senati 

rrjezi d't 
demand of 
OJ{£z:zj. 


44 to direct his counfels.” This difcourfe did 
not impoie upon any. The friends of Brutus 
prefentiy difcovered in it Cicero’s weaknefs, 
and made a jeft of it. They had no mind to 
confent to the preferment of Gefar’s fon, and 
to put it in his power to revenge the death of 
his father. 


This artifice of Octavius had not its intend¬ 


ed effect *, and as he was not powerful enough 
to fubdue the Senate himfelf, it is very proba¬ 
ble that he would not have fucceeded in ufurp- 
ing the Confulffiip, if the jundtion of Lepidus 
and Antony had not caufed new alarms to the 
Republick, and quite difcouraged it. 

T'cejwc- The Senate at the beginning of the troubles 
tion of U- had ordered Lepidus and Plancus to come from 
faus and Q au ( w j t h t h e ir armies to the affiftance of the 

Qk'zd Republick. If thefe two generals had faith- 
Fitn.x.53. fully 
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fully and punctually obeyed this order, Antony ^ t R ^ 7 ° 9 * 
muft have been infallibly ruined. But, in the piancJstd 
firft place, they were quarrelling with each Cic. L. x. 
other, and confequently little difpofed to aft a(i fanj - 
in conjunction ; and it was with fome difficulty 
that Juventius Laterenfis, Lepidus’s lieutenant, 
a very zealous citizen for the caufe of liberty, 
prevailed at laft in part to remove this obftacle, 
by negotiating between them a feeming recon¬ 
ciliation. In the fecond place, their politicks 
made them both wait the fuccefs, before they 
would determine ; with this difference, that 
Lepidus favoured Antony’s party, while Pian- 
cus, on the other hand, inclined more towards 
the Senate. From all this there refulted an indo¬ 
lent conduft, and affefted delays which pro¬ 
longed the affair fo much, that the quarrel was 
terminated in Italy by the raifing the fiege of 
Modena, and by the flight of Antony, with¬ 
out their having in the' lead contributed to it, 
during the time that they were dill in GauL 
This event put an end to Plancus’s equivoca¬ 
tions, and obliged him to engage heartily a- 
gainft the unfortunate Antony. In the letters 
which he wrote alter that time to Cicero, he 
fpeaks in the fame ftyle concerning the Repub- 
lick, as Cicero himfelf *, he does not fpare to 
give Antony and his party the mod odious 
epithets ; and he paffed the Ifer to join Lepi¬ 
dus, who was encamped at the Pons Argento - 
rum, upon a river of the fame name, on this 
fide the town called Forum Voconiu But when 
he came near it, he underdood that Lepidus 
had received Antony into his camp. In this 
manner was that affair conducted. 

Oftavius, as I have faid, did not purfue 
Antony, who had gained two days march upon 

D 3 Decimus, 
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'9-Decimus. for he marching in, a. regular man- 

?r ner, could not make fuch quick progress as 
fiying troops, whofe only care, it is taefcage 
the enemy. It is incredible, what Antony Of¬ 
fered in this flight. There was. a. prodigious 
famine in hjs army, efpecially at the pafiage of 
the Alps i even lo great as to make them.endea¬ 
vour. to convert into n.ouriihment the barks of 
trees, and to eat animals tor which, nature has 
the greatefi: abhorrence. The. fpldiers never- 
thelds differed this great calamity with cou¬ 
rage, becaule their general himfelf fet them 
an example •, and they few that man* who was 
accuitomed to a luxurious diet, and- the moft 
delirious wines, drink very chearfully of mudr 
dy ftinking water, and eat wild fruits and, roots. 
For Antony 3 became.fuperior to himfelf in adh 
verfltv ; and when he was mortified with, did 
grace, he refcmbled in all refpadts. a. man of 
virtue, which is no mean encomium. In Ihort, 
as Plutarch obferves, it is common for thofe 


who are ill ufed by fortune, to acknowledge 
their faults, and pay refpcct to virtue. But all 
have not refolutipn to praftile what they agr 
prove, and to fhun what they, condemn. Oh 
the contrary, your weak and effeminate cha¬ 
racters. when they are crufhed by. adv.erfityi 
only return more eafily to their former habits 

afterwards. Upon other occafions.Antony re¬ 
turn’d to his natural inclinations; and. when in. 
his mar hhe met with plenty he gave himfelf up. 
to iris ufual intemperance. This gave occafion 
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to a witty faying of one of his friends, w ho^ t R ^7°9* 
being afked what Antony Was doing ; “ He \u a ob?' 
tc does,anfwer'd his friend, like the dogs along Sat. ii. 2. 
“ the Nile, he flies and drinks.” For, ac¬ 
cording to an antient tradition, the dogs, on 
the banks of that river, for fear of the croco¬ 
diles drink as they run. But whenever the 
want of provifions came, Antony fuffered it 
with an herolck refolution.. This made his 
troops, which otherWife, very probably, would 
have abandoned him, adhere firmly to him, 
and put him in a condition to reap the advan¬ 
tage of the favour which Lepidus privately in¬ 
tended. 

That vain and deceitful man puflied hisdiffi 1 - 
mulations, or perhaps his waht of refolution, as 
far as poffible. He Wrote to Rome, promifing Cic. ad 
an inviolable attachment to the Senate, and fent^ 111 ^^^ 
letters and couriers to Plancus : to haften his ar¬ 


rival, while he in the mean time, gave orders 
to Culeo, one of his lieutenants, to guard the 
paffes of the Alps’ * but inftead of defending 
them, he opened them all. Thus Antony 
marched down without any moleftation, and- 
encamped near Frejus, With a ; confiderable ar- 


ihy, Ventidius having joined him with three 
legions. 

Antony finding himfelf' near Lepidus, did Plut. Ant.* 
not fortify his camp witH'any lines or intrench- Appian. 
ments, chufing to have it known that he be¬ 
lieved himfelf among his friends. And he was 

not deceived \ for the whole army of Lepidus, 
compofed chieflyofold troops, that had ferved 
under Gefar, Was inclined towards Antony; 
and tho’ Lepidus continued to aft the farce, 
and retufed to fee a General declared a publick 
enemy, by the ienate ; yet Antony had fre- 

D 4 quent 
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A. R. W-q Ucnt interviews with the foldiers, advancing 
‘ 43 ’ as far as the borders of their lines, with an air 
of affliction, in a mourning habit, and afting 
the lupplicant, conjuring them to undertake 
his defence againft his enemies. The end of 
ail this contrivance was, that one morning the 
troops of Lepidus, having deftroyed the forti¬ 
fications on one fide of the camp, and thrown 
the earth ot the parapet into the ditch, received 
Antony, conducting him to the General’s tent, 
who was then in bed. They all pretended that 
they defired to engage in the caufe of their 
friends who ferved under Antony, and were in¬ 
volved in the lame condemnation with them. 
Lepidus, feeing things carried lo far, thought 
he had a Efficient excufe for taking a ftep 
which he feemed ablolutely forced to, and 
confented to affift Antony with all his forces, 
fsd To this purpofe he wrote to the Senate, and 
Fan:.x.35. obferved in his letter what we have juft men¬ 
tioned. that a fedition of his foldiers had obli¬ 



ged him to undertake the defence of lb great 
a number of unfortunate Citizens. The Senate 
did not lufFcr itleif to be deceived by this frivo¬ 
lous ex:ufe ; on the contrary declared him an 
enemy to the Publick, and pulled down the 
fhtue they had decreed to him, which had 
beer, erected but a few months before. Cicero, 


Cc. ad Plancus, and Decimus Brutus, had judged the 

fame of the conduct of Lepidus, and thought 
k.W n that his joining with Antony was owing to 

treachery, and not at all to w r eaknefs and ti¬ 
midity. In effi ct, Antony did not treat him 
like a General deprived of his power, to whom 
he granted the title and honours of command. 
^ „ j We fnall fee them act afterwards like friends 
pA hi 1 and eouals, (haring together the fruit of the 

* —. -a.-. A. 1 * O O 



crimes 




Hirtius and Vibius, Confuls. 41 

crimes they are going to commit. This Tunc- A - R - 709. 

• j . \ 1 c tv x Ant* C# 43* 

non was made the 29th or May. 

Juventius Laterenfis, who alone in this Veil. ii. 
whole affair afted with fincerity, alhamed of 63. 
having been made the dupe of Lepidus, and 
defpairing of the Republick, killed himfelf as 
foon as Antony entered the camp. Plancus 
fpeedily repaffed the Ifer, and received Deci- 
mus, who arrived foon after in Gaul with his 
army. Thus fupported, he continued firm for 
about two months, with the party he had em¬ 
braced *, and, if we believe Cicero’s letters, his 
zeal went fo far as to prefs Oftavius to come 
and finifh the ruin of the enemies of the Re¬ 
publick, by joining with himfelf and Decimus. 

He was quite ready to aft, provided he had 
nothing to rifk. But Oftavius, at that time, 
thought of nothing left than of making war 
againft Antony. All his views tended to take 
advantage of the confirmation, or the renewal 
of the troubles and dangers of the Senate, to 
force them to confent to his being named Con- 
ful, in order to releafe him from his engage¬ 
ment. 

He could not have v/ifhed for a more fa- Senate 
vourable opportunity. The confirmation of has re cow ft 

the Senate was proportioned to the greatnefs i0 . 
of the danger, and there was no refource at^ s ‘ ian 
hand. They wrote to Brutus and Caflius to pi 0 . 
prefs them to come to the afliftance of their 
country ^ but they were at too great a diftance. 

Sextus Pompeius had but a handful of men, 
and thole troops which they might expeft from 
Africa and Sardinia, were not fufficient to fup- 
port their fpirits. There was then a necefiity 
for having recourfe to Oftavius, whom they 
had butjuft before defpifed and affronted. The 

Senate, 
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^R.^709. Senate, who* fince the raifing of the liege of 
’ 43 ‘Modena had never employed him, and even 
attempted to take his legions from him, or¬ 
dered him to make war in conjunction with 
Decimus againft Antony and, Lepidus. 

Wc* taka OCtavius, far from being difpofed to declare 
t?at cfyzr- an enemy to thefe two Generals, ac- 

t fuTpthec:n- tually negotiated with them. Wherefore he not 
julhip. only refufed as a favour the commifiion which 

was given him, but he drew from it a pretence 
to irritate the foldiers againff the Senate. He 
made them underftand chat the Senate, always 
devoted to the memory and caufe of Pompey, 
had no other d'efign than to make thofe who 
were attached to Caefar, deftroy each other ^ 
and that the fruit of fo many wars, in which 
they were fucceffively engaged, would be the 
triumph of Pompey’s party, which had fo 
often been vanquifhed. That befides, it was 
very ftrange, that they fhould fend them out 
upon a new expedition, without paying them 
the rewards promifed for the firft, which they 
had fo happily terminated. He added, in or¬ 
der to affect them by the moil powerful mo¬ 
tive, that the veteran foldiers could no longer 
depend on the peaceable and certain poffeflion 
of thofe* eft'ates which Caefai* had granted tiiem* 
That this poffeflkm was founded on Caefar’s 
ads, againft the validity of which the Senate 
had juit mar.ifefted its difpleafure, by order¬ 
ing an enquiry to be made into all that Antony- 
had done during his confullhip, which was au¬ 
thorized by the fame acts. In fine, he mixed 
lbme reflections on the danger he was in him- 
feif, which he protefted gave him lefs concern, 
than their proper intereft-. The only remedy, 
iif his opinion, for fo many difappointments 

was, 
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wafc. to make him be declared Conful •, and he *• & 7*9* 
gremfifed, that if he arrived at that office, he 
would take the moft effc&uall meafiares in. or¬ 
der that the fiddlers might enjoy the juft re- 
compences of their ferviees, ami to revenge the 
death of his; father* 

This fpeeeh was; received with very great ap- 
glaufe, and in eonfequence of it the foldiers 
engaged themfelvea by oath to one another, 
not to fight againft any of. thofe who; had 
fenved-under C^far. This, was: plainly refilling 
to make war againft Lepidusi and: Antony, 
whole, armies were chiefly competed of. thofe 
fuldiers. They further voted a deputation of 
four hundred of them to* theSenate tadfemand 
the. payment of the 5,000; denarii which-had 
been promifed them* and the promotion- of 
their General, to theConfulfltipi. 

It was doubtlefs ahouo this: time that Cicero, 
who faw the tendency of all theft motions, and 
who thought himfelf always, fure o? the 
friendlhip of O&avius, wrote to him - in- favour 
of Brutus and. Cafiius*. for whom, properly 
fpeaking, he demanded a. pardon* which oc- 
cafioned a very fharpreprimandifrom BrutUs to 
his too humble interceffor;.buc£defer mention¬ 
ing, it here, that ! may not interrupt the thread' 
of my. narration.. 

The Senate contented to; give fatisfo&ion to 
the army with, regard: to idle money:, but 1 they 
would not hear them fpeafc of the Confulfhip' 
for 06 tavius,,infifting particularly. on his youth. 

The foldiers,.however, who had been• well im* 
ftrufted before, quoted examples to fupport 
their demand, viz. that of Valerius Corvus* 
the flrft. Scipio,,and alfo that of Pompey, which 
wa&ftill recent* They further alleged the pri- 

z vilege . 
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a. r. 7cg. vilege which the Senate had granted Oftavius, 
Ant ' C ’ 4S or putting up for offices ten years before the 

age prefcribed by the laws; reprefenting that 
he wanted only a ftep to arrive at the point 
which he then pretended to. Thus one infrac¬ 
tion of rules or ftatutes becomes a handle for 
demanding a fecond. The Senate however, 
which had feveral other reafons tor refilling 
Oftavius the Confulffiip, befides that of his 
Suet. Aug. youth, kept firm to their refufal. Then Cor- 
56. nelius the Centurion, chief of the Deputation, 

went out from amongft the Deputies, and lay- 
ins his hand on his fword, he turned towards 

O / r 

the Senators, and faid to them, * “ If you will 
“ not give the ConfulJhip to my General, I 
46 will give it him myfelf.” Upon which Ci¬ 
cero aniwer’d pleafantly, “ If you demand the 
“ Confulffiip in this manner for Octavius, you 
<s will certainly obtain it.” 

This was the intention of the young Gene¬ 
ral, who feeing the foldiers irritated at the Se¬ 
nate’s refufal, took care to nourifh and foment 
their paffion, and make them prefs him to 
ufurp by force what the Senate had before re¬ 
futed. Thus yielding to lo grateful a violence, 
he paffed the Rubicon, a name fatal in the ci¬ 
vil wars of the Csefars, and with eight legions 
he marched again ft Rome. At this news the 
Senate was quite dilconcerted. I have obferved 
elle where, that firmnefs in a fociety is not to be 
expected when the danger is very preffing, of 
which the pufillanimous conduft of the Senate 
on this occafion is an evident proof. The firft 

* 1 have qustid from Phi- Perhaps the bijtorians have 
tareb a fur.ilar pnffage cn the confounded the tveo Cafars : 
juhje 3 of Caejars fecond Con - and perhaps the fame thing 
jkjoip ( l orn. 13. Pag. 351.) enay have happened twice, 

motion 
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motion that was made, was to grant every ^ 
thing both to the foldiers and the general. 
They gave orders to diftribute the 5,000 de¬ 
narii a piece, promifed long ago to the troops, 
and Odavius had the whole charge of this com- 
miffion. To him they likewife promifed the 
Confulfliip. But fcarce were the deputies gone 
to carry him this decree, when the Senators 
began to reproach themfelves with their timi¬ 
dity, and two legions being arrived from Afri¬ 
ca at that time, as if by appointment, they 
took courage, imagining that with thefe two 
legions, and a third which Fanfa had left to 
guard the city, they fhould be able to defend 
themfelves againft the approaching army. 
They ftation’d troops upon the Mans Janicu - 
hrius^ where the publick money was depo- 
fited ; and fortified the bridge which forms a 
communication between the Janiculum and 
the City. It had been greatly to be wifhed 
that they could have fecured the mother and 
filter of Odavius ; becaufe that with fuch 
hoftages they could have obtained every thing 
from that young general. But their friends 
concealed them fo faithfully, that it was not 
poffible to difeover their place of refuge. 

But all this haughtinefs and boldnefs of the 
Senators came to nothing at the arrival of 
Odavius. He had taken the wife precaution, 
to fend proper perfons be! ore to declare that 
they had nothing to fear from him, for he would 
commit no hoftility in the city. By means of 
this promife the people remained quiet; and 
even the Senate’s three legions, who were but 
coldly attached' to the caufe, and who pro¬ 
bably meditated at that time the change of 
party which they foon after executed, did not 

2 fo 
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*• ;°9* fo much as draw a fword; fo that Odavius be- 

Am ' c * +3 ' ing encamped at the foot of the Quirinal, was 

heartily congratukted. Every body flocked 
to him, not only the lower people, but even 
a great many of the firft rank in the Senate. 
Next morning he entered Rome with a fuffi- 
cient guard, and was received amidft the ac¬ 
clamations of the people. His firft care was 
to go to the temple of Vefta, where he knew 
his mother and fifter were. Then the three 
legions ranked themfelves under his command, 
and the Senate, deftitute of all refource, iub- 
mitted to him ; Cornatus the Prsetor only 
killing himfelf in defpair. The reft went and 
made their fubmiflions to him whom fortune 
had rendered their mafter. Even Cicero him¬ 
felf fubmitted to this hard and mortifying 
talk, which drew on him a fharp rebuke from 
Odavius, as being the laft of his friends who 
came to congratulate him. 

It was with extreme reludance that the Se¬ 
nate fubmitted to this young and afpiring man. 
But what cannot be excufed in fo wife a fo- 
ciety is, that upon a falfe report, without the 
leaft foundation, they fuddenly changed their 
conduct, and foolilhly attempted to fhake off 
a yoke, which by this means was only render¬ 
ed the heavier. Some perfon, it feems, told 
the chiefs of the Senate, that the two legions 
which I have ffequendy mention’d, the Martial 
and the fourth, and were excellent troops, had 
left Odavius, and declared themfelves for the 
caufe of liberty. This news fpread itfelf in an 
inftant ; the Senatorsafiembled in the night; 
and Cicero being one of the firft who came to 
the gate of the Senate-houfe, encouraged all 
who came in, rcaloufly to defend the Reptib- 

1 • t 
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rv^rt- difpatch’g Mediately Aouilius 

After all this they examined the feurceTthe 
report on which their hopes were founded, and 

a ,- th 7 could not difcover any pertain author 

they became more terrified than ever and nr/ 
i^ntly difperfed themhlves. Cicero M oS 

to h rn n t C ' V hr 3 " Tf pt Co lU conce « 5 ! As 

Craffus, who was taken pnloner difguiffi 
W Pf^ oned Win, knowing ve^ w5d£ 

* Jity" 9 ®“ sh 

Thus having become abfolute mafter of 
Rome, he tpok poffeflion of all the publick 

and elfewhere, and diftributed to each of tS 

pldiers two thoufand five hundred denarii 
promifingtheiji very foon a like f um S 
remained due to them. Next he nnflw u* 
Won tP the Confulfhip : and when ^h^ 

£1^ an/ 12 Hke 4 ^upylous candt 

d f\ and . one wh « was far from wanting to 
curb by his prefence the liberty of the fulra- 
ges, he went out of the city, 7 ” 

This eledtion was extremely irregular furh 
as there never had been any ilft ane f $tt" 

Z 2u \ £V - r imiCa ^ afterwards. 
ceS^ n ° mip ^ i9Pef tHejrfije^ 

expired; and conlequently to deft 

Confujs. 
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ft 

Confuls, by the way of inter-regnum, it was 
neceiTary to wait till the firft of January. Sylla 
had got himfelf eftablifhed Dictator, in a cafe 
fimilar to the prefent: and Casfar had ufurped 
the fame title without the help 0 i the Confute. 
But this refource, tho’ unlawful, was yet want¬ 
ing here, becaufe the name of Diftator had 
been abolilhed for ever by a law of Antony. 
He was advifed to create two Pro-confuls by a 
decree of the Prcetor of the city, fupported no 
doubt by the authority of the Senate, whofe 
office fhould be confined to prefide in the af- 
femblies where the Confute were to be eledted. 
Thus Octavius was named Conful, together with 
ChPedius, one of his co-heirs, which they 
gave him rather as a fervant than a collegue. 
He took poifeffion of the Confulfhip the tenth 
day of Auguft, when he was not yet full twenty 
years old, according to the common way of 
reckoning, for he was born the twenty-fecond 
of September. But as in order to reform the 
kalendar, Csfar had made one year to confift 
of fifteen months inftead of twelve, the months 
which were added ought to be reckoned into 
the age of Odtavius. And thus he was entered, 
according to this computation, into histwenty- 
firft year when he was made Conful. 

After the ceremony of taking pofieflion was 
over, the firft ufe that he made of his confuter 
power, was to fecure to himfelf his eftate. He 
put the laft feal to the affair of his adoption, 
by having it ratified in the affembly of the Cur it, 
which the oppofition and artifice of Antony 
had hindered him from obtaining the year be¬ 
fore. By this formality he entered into full 
poffeffion of all the rights of Csefar’s fon. 

He 
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He next fupported the obligations of this j^ t R Q 7 ° 9 ' 
title, in avenging by the publick authority, n ’ * 43 ' 
which he had now in his own hands, the death 
of his father. This I fhall relate in the follow¬ 
ing book, and in the mean time lay before the • 
reader the reflections and complaints of Brutus 
againft Cicero : one pf the molt precious frag¬ 
ments which antiquity has tranfmitted to us, 
and where we fee with admiration that great 
fuperiority which virtue gives a perfon over 
the beft talents, dignities, and the advantage of 


age. 

Cicero, as I have faid, had wrote to young Complaint* 
Casfar in favour of Brutus and Cafflus, in the fol- °f Brutu * 
lowing terms: “ There * is one thing, faid 

“ he, demanded and expeCted of you, which tained in 
<c is, that you confent to preferve to the 
<c Republick, perfons who are much efteemed wt t0 
“ by all good men, and indeed by all the Ro- 
“ mans.” Brutus, to whom this part of Ci- t fj lm 
cero’s letter had been fent by Atticus, confe- ticus. 
quently wrote to him, who imagined he had 
done him a friendly office. At firft he thanks 
him very politely for his good intentions, but 
enraged at his going fo far, he repeats to Ci¬ 
cero his own words, and then he adds, u It is 
“ your opinion then, that if OCtavius does not 
u confent to our prefervation, we muft cer- 


* Unum ais effe, quod ab 
eo poftuletur & exfpe&etur: 
ut eos cives de quibus viri 
boni populufque Romanus 
bene exillimet, falvos velit. 
Quid fi nolit, non erimus ? 
Atqui non effe, quam effe 
per ilium, praltac. Ego, 
medius fidius, non exiftimo 
tam omnes deos aveifos effe a 

Vol. XV. 

♦ 


falute populi Romani, ut Oc¬ 
tavius orandus fit pro falute 
cujufquam civis, non ditam 
pro liberatoribus Orbis ter- 
rarum. Juvat enim magni¬ 
fied loqui ; & certe decet, 
adversus ignorantes, quid 
po quoque timendum, aut. 
a quoque petendum fit. 

£ “ tainly 
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■ 

u tainly perilh. I would have you know that 
44 it is better for us to perifh, than to be pro- 
44 tefted by him. I can never believe that the 
44 gods have taken fuch anaverfion to theRo- 
44 mans, as that it fliould become neceffary to 
46 befeech Oftavius for the fafety of the moft 
44 worthlefs Citizen, fofar is it from being ne- 

44 ceffary for the deliverance of the univerfe. 

44 It gives me pleafure to make ufe of haughty 
41 expreflions here, and certainly it is proper 
44 to ufe them to thofe who do not know what 
44 is to be feared for fome people, and d t- 
41 manded from others.” 

A 

Brutus proves to Cicero, and makes him 
ienfible of it, howuhworthy it was to acknow¬ 
ledge Oftavius for a mafter, and to addrefs a 
fupplication of that nature to him. He ob- 
ferves, that if he. and thofe of his opinion were 
defirous to be obliged to any one for protec¬ 
tion, Antony would have given them the moft 
advantageous te r ms. 44 And * this child, fays 
44 he, whom the name of Caefar, which he 
44 bears, feems to animate again'ft thofe who 
44 have killed the other Caefar, how much do 
44 you think it would have coft him to have 
44 purcliafed our confent to that power which he 
44 afpires to, provided we were in the humour 
44 to liften to fuch a propofal and which he 
44 would certainly have obtained, becaufe we 

» Hie ipfe puer, quern lcimus. . . . Sed mihi prius 
Czfaris nomen imirnre vi- omn a dii daeequeeripuerint, 
demr in Casfaris intereeki- quam iliud judicium, quo 
res, qnanti sftimet (ft lit non modo hseredi ejus quern 
commercio iocu?) nolle no- occidi non concellerim quod 
bis au&oribustantum, quan- in illo non tuli, fed ne patfi 
turn profe&o porerii. qoni- quidem meo, ft reviviicat, 
am vivere, & pccumas ha- ut patiente me plus legibus 
here & did confuls:es vo- ac Senata poffit. 

44 want 
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want to preferve our lives, to be rich, and 7 ° 9 - 
" maintain our rank as Confuls ? But may the nt * ' 41 ' 
“ gods deprive me of everything in the world, 
u fooner than the conftant reiolution I have 
“ taken, not only to refufe the heir of him I 
have killed, that which I would not agree 
u to in himfelf, but alfo not to confent that 
11 even my father, were he to return to life, 
tc fhould be more powerful than the laws and 
the Senate.” 

What he further adds, is in the manner of 
the StoickSj but the fubtilty ot it does not at all 
diminifh the elevation of the fentiments con¬ 
tained in it. “ There 4 is a contradiction, fays 
“ he to Cicero, in what you demand; and it 
<c is impoffible it Ihould be granted. You 
“ aflcO&avius to confent to our prefervation. 

“ Do you imagine, that after we have received 
<c fecurity for our lives, by that alone we (hall 
“ enjoy a real fafety ? What kind of fafetv 
%i can that be called which mud coft us both 
k< our honour and liberty? Do you believe 
“ that to live in Rome, is to enjoy fatety ? 

“ ’Tis the thing, and not the place, that ought 
w to procure one that ineftimafcle bleffing. I 
u was robbed of it while Caefar lived, till the 
u day I formed the projeft of that great and 
w memorable aftion ; and I cannot be banifh- 

• Qui porro, id quod pe- efle : Res, non locus* opor- 
tis, fieri poteft, ut impetres ? let piae'.let iltuc mihi. Ne- 
Rogas enim, velit nos falvos que incolarois fui Gefartf 
efle. Videmur ergo tibi fa- vivo, nifi poftquam illod 
lucem accepturi,quum vitam confcivi facicus ; neque uf* 
acceperimus ? quam, fi prius quam exful efie poiTum, dura 
dimittimus dignitatem ac ii- lervire & pad contumeliaa 
bertatem, qui poffumus ac- pejus odero malti omnibui 
cipere ? An tu Romae habi- aliis. 
tore, id putas incolumem 

E a “ ed 
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“ ed in whatever place I am, as long as I look 

44 upon flavery and the difgrace annexed to it, 

44 as the greateft of evils.’* 

A little afterwards he mentions fome things 

relating particularly to Cicero, and gives him 

very ftrong leffons in a very free manner. “ Do 

44 4 not recommend me any more, fays he, to 

44 the protection of your young Caefar. If 

44 you would take my advice you fhould not 

44 recommend vourfelf to him. You mult 

* 

44 furely put a very great value on the number 
44 of years which you can now hope to live, 
44 fince that can make you ftoop to fupplicate 
44 a child. Befides, I would have you beware 
44 of tamilhing the glory of thofe great things 
44 you have done, and ftill continue to do 
44 againft Antony. Take care that people do 
“ not impute them to generofity, but to a con- 

44 cem for your own fafety •, for if you are 
44 willing to afk pardon for us of Oftavius, 
44 people will think that your fcheme has not 
44 been to avoid having a mailer, but to find 
44 out one who loved you, and was good na- 
44 tured. 5 * 

After fome other reflections, which I omit, 
he proceeds thus. 44 For * my part, I am a 
44 man, who not only difdain to make any fup- 

44 plication 


• Me vero poftbacne com- 
mendaveris Gefari tuo : ne 
te quidem ipfum, me au- 
dies. Valde care sftimas 
tot annos, quot ifia setas re- 
cipit, li propter earn caufam 
puero ifti fupplicaturus es. 
Deinde, quod pulcherrime 
fecitli ac facis in Antonio, 
vide ne convertatur a laude 


maximi animi ad opinionem 
formidinis. Nam fi Qfta- 
vius tibi placet, a quo de 
noftra faluie petendum fit, 
non dominura fugifie, fed 
amiciorem dominum quse- 
ftfTe videberis. 

4 Ego vero is fum, qui non 
modo non fupplicera, fed e- 
tiam coerceam poilulantes 

ut 
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<{ plication myfelf, but difcourage all thofe A - R * 7 ° 9 * 
“ who advife me to it ; in which, if I do not Ant ' ’ 43 * 
“ fucceed, at leaft I fhall not be mortified with 
“ the view of voluntary flavery, Every place 
“ where I can be free, fhall be to me a Rome ; 

“ and I fhall commiferate you and thofe other 
“ Senators, whom neither age, paft honours, 

€i nor the examples of virtue in others could 
“ teach to defpife life.” 

He further declares a fteady refolution to try 
every thing to deliver his country from flavery; 
and adds, 44 If a I meet with the fuccefs which 
“ is due to fo noble a project, the joy will be 
“ univerfal; if not, at leaft I fhall rejoice my- 
“ felf. For in what actions or fchernes can I 
u better employ my life, than in thofe which 
“ tend to eftablifh my fellow-citizens in pof- 
“ feflion of their liberties ?” 

When he comes to conclude,he is more gentle, 
but nevertheless ftill preferves the afcendant. 

“ I b befeech and advife you, my dear Cicero, not 
“ to deipond or be difcouraged j and while you 
“ are careful to avert the prefent evils, endea- 
u vour to prevent thofe ftill greater which threa- 
u ten you. Be perfuaded, that the zeal for li- 
“ berty, and the generous courage by which 

u you 


ut fibi fupplicetur. Aut longe 
a fervientibus abero, xnihi- 
que effe judicabo Romam, 
ubicunque liberum efielice- 
bit: ac vcftri miferebor, qui- 
bus nec recas, neque honores, 
neque virtus alieua dulcedi- 
nem vivendi minuere po- 
tuerit. 

* Si fecuta fuerit qux de¬ 
bet fortuna, gaudebimus om- 

nes; fin minus, ego tamen 

E 3 


gaudebo. Quibtis enim po- 
tius hccc vita fa&is aut cogi- 
tationibus traducatur, quam 
iis qux pertinuerint ad libe- 
randos cives meos ? 

b Te, Cicero, rogo atque 
hortor re defatigere, neu 
diffidas : Temper in prze- 
fentibus malis prohibendis 
Tutura quoque nifi ante fit 
occurium, explores ne fe in- 

finuent. Fortem & liberum 

animum 
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44 you have favedthe Republick both former* 
M ly from the rage of Catiline, and lately from 

44 that of Antony ; be perfuaded, I fay, that 
44 that courage will lofe its reward, unlefs fup* 
4 4 ported by a conflant perfeverance. Forcer- 
44 tainly that virtue which has been put to the 
44 trial, is fubjeft to a more fevere law, than 
44 that which has not yet difeovered itfelf. 
44 Whoever has begun to do good aftions, 
44 ought to expeft that a continuation of the 
44 fame conduct will be demanded of him as a 
44 debt •, and if he is deficient in it, we are in* 
41 cuced to ctnfure him rigoroufly, as having 
44 deceived us. Thus for Cicero to refift An- 


44 tony, is doubtlefs worthy of very great praife; 
44 but no body is furprized at it, becaufe fo 
44 great a Conful as he has fhewed himfelf, 
ci muft be ei*ptfted to give a good account of 
44 his ConluKhip. On the contrary, if the fame 
4i Cicero fhould be remifs with regard to others, 
44 after having fhewed his firmnefs againft An- 
44 tony, he will not only deprive himfelf of the 
44 glory which he might juftly expeft, but alfo 
44 lofe that which he had before acquired. For 
44 there is nothing truly glorious, but that 


am mum quo Sc Corfu!, & 
nuncComtihris rempblicam 

vindic^fti, fine conlbntia 8 c 
zquabtiirsre nuiiumefle pu- 
tarif. Fateor enim cunorera 
eflb cenditionera fpeftatie 
virtues, ouam inccgmis. Be- 
nefadta pro debitis ex:_i- 
ma?. Qu£ aliter cvcniui/, 
ut decep:i ab his, inlefto ani- 
ir.o reprehendimus. Itaque 
reftftere An onio Ciceroneni, 
ttfi hude dignum eft, 

ia(nen, quia die Coaiul hunc 


Confularem merito prjeftare 
videiur, nemo ydmiratur. 
Idem Cicero ft flexerit ad* 
versus alios judicium fuum, 
quod tama firmitate ac mag- 
nitudinedirexit in exturban- 
do Antonio, non modo reli- 
qui temporis gloriam eri- 
puerit fibi, fed etiam prretfc- 
rita evanefeere coget. Nihil 
enim per fe amplum eft, nifi 
in quo judicii ratio exftat. 

Brw.adCic. 16. 
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v which proceeds from a mind that is *•?«*• 

“ and ading out of principle.” ‘ ' 4l ' 

It muft be owned, that Brutus appears very 
much fuperior to Cicero in this letter. Bdf 
that virtue, which is purely human, is always 
contradidory to itfelf in feme refped- Thus 
there is a pride which difcovers itfelf vifibly .mi 
a great many of the fentiments of Brutus; and 
this hero’s Stoicifm promifed him a firmwfs 
w! ich his bad fureefs deprived him of, as W« 
fliall fee at his death. ’Tis revelation alone, as 
I have had oecafionto remark, that furnifh.es US 

A 

with a folid fupport for yirtue, by fhewing US 
the reward of another life. 

At the end of Brutus’s letter to Cicero, there 
follows another from him to Atticus, which i? 
no lefs intereftjng. The principal fubjed of 
this alfo is Cicero, againft: whom Brutus ex^ 
preffes himfdfwith lefsreferve, tho’ without the 
lead paffion. There had never been a thorough 
intimacy between them, as any one may eafily 
obferve, who reads with attention Cicero’s let¬ 
ter to Atticus. The fame intereft and manner 
of thinking, with regard to government, had 
made them contrad a fincere friendfnip, but al¬ 
ways accompanied with fome feeds of difunion. 

The difference of their charaders was an obfta- 
cle to the uniting of their hearts. The one was 
more gentle, pliable, and difpofed to make .al¬ 
lowances for circumftances of times and per- 
fons; the other was more haughty and rigid, 
taking truth and juftice for the. only rule of his 
fentiments and condud, fo that it was no eafy 
matter for two perfons of fuch different cha¬ 
raders to agree perfedly in every circumftance. 

The fubjed of this letter from Brutus to At¬ 
ticus, is, that Cicero, who loyed praife, had 

E 4 com- 
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complained, that Brutus never paid him any 
compliment upon the real fervices which he 
had render’d to the Republick. Brutus an- 
fwered, that Cicero had performed wonders 
againft Antony, but that he fpoiled all by his 
complaifance for young O&avius. This an- 
fwer is wrote with great copioufnefs, energy, 
and noblenefs of fentiment. • I fliall give an 
extratt of fome of the moft beautiful parts of 
it. 

Brutus 1 accufes Cicero of having pulhed 
the defire he had of pleafing Oftavius fo far 
as to infult Cafca, one of thofe who had killed 
Caefar, and to treat him as an AJfaJfin. If the 
fad was true, it was certainly very ftrange. 
Brutus looks upon it as certain, and expreffes 
very ftrongly his indignation againft it. 44 Ci- 
44 cero is not fenfible, then, fays he, that thefe 
“ injurious terms which he makes ufe of fall 
44 more juftly on himfelf, fince he has occafi- 
44 oned the death of five illuftrous citizens in- 
44 ftead of one. He muft own himfelf to be 
44 an Ajfojfm before he can brand Cafca with 
44 that name•, and, with regard to our affo- 
44 ciate, he imitates the invectives of Catoline’s 
44 favourers. What! becaufe we are not con* 
44 ftantly praifing our ides * of March, as he 

* Nefcio quid fcribam ti- jicit, Sc imitatur in Cafca 
bi, nifiunam : pueri Sc ca- Beltiam. An quia nonom- 
pidit2tem k iicendam podus nibus horis jedamus Idus 
cfie irritatara quam iepreff- Martias, fimiliter atoue ille 
am a Cicerone; tantumque e- Nonas Decembres fuasin ore 
umtribuerehuicindulgends, habet, eo meliore condi- 
mfemaledidis non abitineat, none pulcherrimuui fadum 
iis quidcm qus in ipfum du- vituberabit, quam Beftia & 
pliciter recidunt, quod &plu- Clodins reprehendere illius 
res occidit uno, feque prios Confulatum folid fint ? 
oportet fateatur ficarium, * The day on which Cafar 
qoam objiciat Cafes quod ob- was killed. 

I 


" has 
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(e has always in his mouth the f nones of De- * nt R c 709 * 
cember, does he think that he has a better nt * 

« right to decry an heroic a&ion, than Beftia || 

“ and Clodius had to criticife his confulfhip?” 

Brutus proceeds direftiy to the principal ob- 
jeft of his letter. u Our a friend Cicero, fays 
“ he, glories in having fupported the war a- 
“ gainft Antony, without going out of Rome, 

« And of what ufe can this great piece of fer- 
“ vice be to me, if by way of recompence for 
“ having opprefied Antony, I am demanded 
“ to reftore him to his former dignity; and 
“ if the avenger of the firft tyrant muft be al- 
“ lowed to fet up another, who, if we fuffer 
it, will be more ftrongly eftablifhed, and 
cc more hardly extirpated ? No, Cicero in 
“ afting thus, does not fhew his fear of 
tyranny, but only that he will not have An- 
“ tony for the tyrant. But I can never ap- 
“ prove of his way of thinking, who has an 
averfion only for the perfon and not for the 
“ thing, being no ways afraid of flavery 
“ in itfelf, but of flavery under an exafperated 
“ matter.” 

What follows a little below is ftill more bit¬ 
terly expreffed. “ We b are but too afraid of 

“ death 

f The day on which the tonii locum fucceffioj&fivin- 
accompltcei of Catiline were dexillius mali,auftorexftitit 
condemned to death by the St- alterius, fundamentum &ra- 
nate. dices habituri altiores, pa¬ 

ll Tribunes of the people > tiamur ? ut jam ifta quae fa- 
<who railed at Cicero's Ctn- cit, non dominationem, non, 
fuljhip. fed dominura Antoniura ti- 

* Suftinuiffe mihi gloria- mentis Tint, 
tur bellum Antonii togatus * Nimium timemus mor- 
Cicero nofter. Quid hoc tem, & exfilium, & pauper- 
mihi prodeft, ii merces An- tatem. Hsc videntur Cice- 
tonii oppreffi pofeitur in An- roni ultima efle in malis: & 
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a. r. 7^ c; death, fays he, of exile and poverty. Thefe, 

Aw. c, +3- 4t acC ording to Cicero, are the worft of evils *, 

44 and, provided he has to do with men, of 
44 whom he can obtain his defires, and be 
44 praifed and careffed, he does not refufe a 
44 flavery which is honourable, if there can any 
cc thing be faid to be honourable in the midft of 
14 mifery and difgrace. Although Oftavius 
44 calls Cicero his father, confults him in every 
44 thing, praifes him, and returns him ac- 
44 knowledgments, yet thefe fine compliments 
44 will foon be belied by their effefls. For 
4 4 who is there fo void of common fenfe as to 
44 look upon one as his father, who is not even 
44 a freeman ? In the mean time our friend is 
44 in the right to regard the friend (hip and fa- 
44 vour of OSavius as the objed of his wifhes, 
44 and ultimate aim of his politicks. I have 
44 no more any regard for all thofe fine ac- 
44 complifhments with which Cicero is adorn- 
44 ed. Of what fervice is it to him, all that 

dum ha be at a quibus impe- vius propitius. Ego jam iis 
tret qu£ vein, & a quibus artibus nihil tribuo, quibus 
colatur ac laudetur, fervitu- fcio Ciceronem inftruftiffi- 
tem, honcrifiezm moco, non mum effe.Quid enim illi pro- 
afpernatur: h quidqu2m in (untquzepro libertate patris, 
eataroa mi*"crri mucontu- qua: de dignitate, qua: dc 
meliapoteft honoriScum efle. morte, exfilio, pauperate, 
Licet ergo picrem appellet scripiit copiofiffime ? Quan- 
Ochvi us Ciceronem, re ferae to autem magis ilia caller^ 
cmnia, lauckt, gratias agat; videtur Pbilippus, qai pri- 
tamen iliud apparebit, ver- v-gno minus tribuerit, quam 
ba rebus efiecootraria. Quid Cicero alieno tribuat ? De- 
cnim tam aiiemun ab huma- finat igitur gloriando etiam 
nis fenfibus eft, quam eum infe&ati dolo res no Hr os. Quid 
patris habere loco, qui ne ecim noftra, viflum effe An- 
liberi quidern hominis pume- tonium, fi viflus eft ut alii 
ro fit } Atqui eo lead it, id vacaret quod ille obtinuit,? 
agir, ad eunueiitom prope- tametfi lute litter* dubia 
jrai vir optimum,ut Hi iliiQ&a- eiiam upnc fignificant. 

“ he 
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44 he has wrote with fo much eloquence for 4 * f 
44 the liberty of his country, upon the glory of 
44 virtue, death, exile and poverty? How 
“ much more muft Philip, though not a man 

“ of learning, appear to poflefs thofe great 
u maxims ? He does lefs for his fon-indaw, 

44 than Cicero for a ftranger. Let him ceafe 
44 then to increafe our troubles, by praifing 
44 himfelf at fuch a rate. Of what fervice is it 

44 to us that Antony has been vanquilhed, if 

45 that was done only to fill his place with an- 
44 other? Befides your letter makes me ap- 
14 prehend that the vi&ory is not entire, nor 
44 quite confirmed. 

44 I agree *, then, that Cicero fhall live, 

44 fince he is refolved upon it, fuppliant and 
44 dependent, if he is not alhamed to difhonour 
44 his age, his former high offices, and glory. 

“ As for me I will make war for ever, I do 
44 not fay againft perfons, but the thing itfelf, 

44 againft tyranny, againft thofe commands 
44 iffued in an extraordinary manner, againft 
44 that domination and power which would raife 
44 itfelf above the laws; and there is no flavery 
44 fo agreeable and advantageous, the offer of 
44 which can feduce me, or make me abandon 
44 my refolution. In vain you tell me that 
44 Antony is an honeft man. I never believed 
44 it. Our anceftors never would allow that 


* Vi vat hercule Cicero, 
quj ppteft, fupplex & obnox- 
ius,u risque aetatis,neque ho- 
norum, neque rerum gefta* 
rum pudet. Ego certe quin 
cum ipfa re bellum geram, 
hoc eft, cum regno, Sc im¬ 
perils extraordrnariis, Sc do- 

minadone, & po;entra uqa 

* 

2 


fupr* leges fe efle velit, nul¬ 
la crit tanj bpsa conditip fer- 
viendi qui deterrear: quam- 
vis fit vir bonus, ut feribif, 
Antonius; quod ego nun- 
quam exiftimavi. Sed domi- 
num, ne parentem quidem 
majores noftri voluerunt efte. 
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a- R. 7Cf.« in the Republick, a father fliould be fuffer- 
^ nt *' c ’ ‘ ed to be a mafter and a tyrant" 

Brutus after this long invedive, which he 
very well knew would grieve Atticus, makes 
fome excufe for it, but however without re- 
trading On the contrary, he infifts afrelh up¬ 
on the very foundation of the thing. Be * 
“ perfuaded, fays he, that my affedion for 
“ Cicero is not in the leaft diminifhed, but my 
“ efteem very much ^ for it is impoflible that 
“ we fhould not judge of objeds according to 
14 their appearances." 

It mufl be confeffed, that thefe two letters 
of Brutus, have a haughtinefs and roughnefs 
which few people are capable of. But had it 
been pcffible to have preferved the liberty of 
Rome, it could only have been done by a 
man of that charader. The condud of Ci¬ 
cero, efpecially towards the latter times, could 
not bear a comparifon with that of Brutus. It 
was too gentle, timorous, and ineffedual *, and 
I am furprized, how people can undertake to 
juftify his complailance for Odavius, when 
they fee how he was rewarded for it. What 
could happen worfe to him than a cruel death? 
And how much more glorious would this 
death have been, had he fhewn the fame vi¬ 


gorous fpirit againft Odavius, as that with 
which he fubdued the tyrannical power of An¬ 
tony ? 


The fox*- 1 ° concluding this book, I ought not to o- 
datim tf mit the origin of one of the principal towns of 
ibitowiof France • viz. Lyons, which was founded by 

Ltoxs. 



4 Perfuade tibi de volun- teft, quin quale quidque vi- 
tate propria mea nihil remif- deatur ei, talem quifque de 
fum effe, de judicio largiter. illo opinionem babeat. Brut. 
Neque enim impetrari po- Attico, 


Minutius 
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Minutius Plancus, who, while he waver’d, a. r. 7 c 9 , 
waiting to declare himfelf for that party which Ant * c * 45# 
appear’d the ftrongeft, eftabliflied a colony at 
the confluence of the Saone and the Rhone. 

The inhabitants of this town came from Vienne, 
formerly the capital of the Allobrogi, and af¬ 
terwards a Roman colony. During the diffen- 
fions and wars between the Roman generals, 
the natives of that country had laid hold of the 
opportunity to drive out from their antient ca¬ 
pital, the new comers who oppreffed them. 

Thefe retired to the place where Plancus, by 
order of the Senate, built the town of Lyons. 

Vienne foon after returned under the Roman 
power; but looked with a jealous eye on the 
rapid increafe of the new colony, which, by 
the advantage of its fituation, foon became 
very flourifhing *, and hence arofe a rivalfhip 
between thofe two towns, which has lafted for 
feveral ages. 


BOOK 
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BOOK XLIX. 


T HE fecond triumvirate. A profcrip- 

tion. The ruin of the Republican 
party at Philippi. The death of Caf- 
fius and Brutus. An, Rom, 709, 710. 

$. I. 

OBavius legally condemns all thofe who had killed 
C<ffar, Sextus Pompeius and Cn. Domitius , 
who bad no part in the aSion , are comprehend¬ 
ed in the condemnation. OBavius puts to death 
Q Galtius Praetor of the City. He makes the 
Senate revoke the decree againjl Antony and 
Lepidus. The misfortune and death of Deri- 
mus. OBavius, Antony, and Lepidus, unite 
together. Their interview in an ijland of the 
Reno. They wrangle about tbofe whom they 
ought to profcribe. The exchange of Cicero's 
bead, againjl tbofe of the uncle of Antony and the 
brother of Lepidus. The projeB of a triumvi¬ 
rate. The marriage of OBavius with Anto¬ 
ny's daughter-in-law is refolved upon. Prelude 

to the mafjacres. Great tenor in Rome . The 
death of the Conful Pedius. The entry of the 
three generals into Rome. A law to eftablifh 
the Triumvirate . The ediB of the profcription. 
The profcription of the Triumviri more numer¬ 
ous than that of Sylla. A great many are pro - 
fcribed on account of their riches. AffeBation 
in the choice of the names placed at the head of 
the catalogue of the profcription. OBavius as 

cruel 
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cruel as bis Colleges , cr rather wore Jo. The 
death of Cicero . Invectives of writers of all 

forts againft Antony, upon the fubjeCt of Cicero's 
death. The reafon why Octavius has been 
fpared. Character of Cicero. An expreffion of 
Brutus concerning bis death. C. Antonius kill¬ 
ed by way of reprifal. Tbe death of Quintus 
■ Cicero and his Jon . L. C<efar faved by his 
JtJler y Antony's mother. Lepidus confents to the 
efcape of his brother Paulus. The death of 
Pollids father-in-law y of the brother of Plan - 
cusy and of Toranius tutor to Octavius . Verres 

is proferibed. An example of the pie tv of Mneas 
renewed by the fon of Opptus . Varro put into 
cuftody by Calerns. Atticus fcratched out of the 
lift of the proferibed. An elogium of bis pru¬ 
dence and humanity . Mejfala blotted out of the 
number of the proferibed. Particular obferva- 

• tions upon fome of the proferibed. Fuhia 

makes a figure in the profeription . The publick 
hatred falls particularly upon Antony . The odi¬ 
ous triumphs of Lepidus and Plane us. Refuges 
opened to the proferibed out of Italy, efpecially 
with Sextus Pompeius. Exactions of the Tri¬ 
umvirate. A tax impofed by them on the ladies. 
Horienfia's fpeech upon this fubjeCt. Ventidius 
is made Conful. His furprizirg fortune. Civic 
crowns decreed to the Triumviri. The THum- 
viri fwear to obferve the aCts of Ccefar , and 
make others alfo do the fame. They appoint 

• magi ft rates for feveral years. 


O C TAVITJ S having obtained the Conful- m 
fhip by the means already mentioned, 
and thus united to the force of his arms, the ^ had 
title of publick authority, began to execute the kilted 
defign he had always had at heart, tho’ he had Cafar ' 

A. R. 709, 

COn- Ant. C. 41. 
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a. R. 709- concealed it a great while, and undertook to 
AlJt ‘ c * 43 ‘ avenge the death of Caefar. He took the ad¬ 
vantage of the Confular authority to aft legal¬ 
ly in this affair. He caufed the people to ab- 
folve Dollabella, whom the Senate had de¬ 
clared an enemy to the publick, on account of 
the murder of Trebonius; and immediately 
eftablifhed by virtue of a. ? aw, which was pro- 
pofed by his Collegue Pedius, and fupported 
by the votes of the people, a court of juftice, 
or extraordinary commiffion, to enquire into 
the affaffination of Csefar ; and proceed to the 
tryal and condemnation of the affaflins and 
their accomplices. 

They were iummoned in form, and an offi¬ 
cer called them by their names, to appear at 
the foot of the Tribunal, but they were all ab- 
fent * for thofe among them who were at Rome 
when Octavius approached,had taken care to a- 
void the ftorm by a fpeedy flight. Thus not one 
of them anfwered to the fummons. It is report- 
Plut. Brut, ed that at the name of Brutus proclaimed by 

the officer, the whole multitude which fill’d 
the place burft into tears •, and that the more 
eminent citizens held down their heads with 
fhame and confufion. The affair however 
was pufhed with no lefs vigour upon that ac¬ 
count There were great rewards promifed to 
the accufers. L. Comeficius accufed Brutus 5 
and Agrippa, who was always attached to Oc¬ 
tavius, took upon him that odious office a- 
gainft Caffius. It very well agrees with the 

VoLII 6 * ow ® atter * n § °karafter of the hiftorian Vellei- 
0 ' 9 us, to boaft as he has done, that Capito his 

unde feconded Agrippa in this affair. They 

were all banifhed under the greateft penalty 

which the Roman laws could impofe : that is 

to 
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to fay exile and confifcation of their 
Only one of the judges had the courage 
folve Brutus without being afraid of the pre¬ 
fence of the young Conful, who affifted per- 
fonally in court, to obferve how every one 
voted. This judge fo intrepid was called Ci- 
cilius Coronas, and was a Senator. O&avius 
perfifling always in the fame affectation of cle¬ 
mency, did not feem to take amifs the bold- 
nefs of Cicilius•, but foon after he banifhed 
him. 

Amongft the accufed was Cafca, a Tribune 
of the people. As his office rendered his per- 
fbn facred, and put him beyond the reach of 
the law, O&avius caufed him to be deprived 
of it by the-votes of the Tribunes, upon a 
propofal of Titius, one of Cafca’s Collegues, 
who was willing to affift in vilifying an office 
with which hehimfelf was inverted. 

It was not without defign, that in the Jaw Sextus 
of Pedius, to the murderers of Casfar they Pempeius 
added their accomplices. This undetermined 
addition gave O&avius the power, eafily to 
include in the fame condemnation with the real no part in 
authors of the death of his great uncle, thofe tkt aaicn, 
who had no other crime than that of being fuf- 
peCted or formidable to him. There were fe- ‘ 0 „. 
veral of them no doubt; but in what remains demnctm . 
of the hiftory of thofe times I find only two 
mentioned. 

The firft is Sextus Pompeius, who, fo far 
from having had any part in the confpiracy, 
had probably never heard of it before it was 
executed, being then in the far theft corner of 
Spain. But he was the laft branch of an ene¬ 
my’s famjly, which Oftavius defired to facri- 
fice to his Jafety. I reckon as the. fecond Cn. 

. Vo l. XV. F Domitius 


goods; A ’ R - 7°9 
0 , Ant. C. 41 
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^^ 7 ^ 9 * D°mmu s Ahenobarbus, the fon of that L. 

‘* 3 Domitius, who having always fhown an irre- 
conrileable hatred to Csefar, was killM when 
Appian. he fled from Pharfalia. Antony, in Appian, 
Civil. L. pofitively affures us, that Cn. Domitius had 

Su« Ncr no ^ anc ^ * n mur ^ er °f die Diftator ; and 
q 3> ‘ the teftimony of Suetonius is to the fame pur- 

pofe. What neverthelds renders the thing 
Cic. Phil, doubtful is, that Cicero in his fecond Philippic 

ranks him amongft the confpirators. Perhaps* 
he might be of the number of thofe who had 
the vanity immediately after the death of 
Carfar to join with Brutus and Caflius in the 
Capitol, and wanted to partake of the glory- 
of an adion, in which they had run no rilk. It* 
this cafe it is not furprizing that Cicero, fpeak- 
ing in praife of the confpiracy, thought it his 
duty to give a {hare of the honour to Domiti- 
us who longed for it; and, on the other hand-, 
after the confpiracy was become punilhable in 
the higheft degree, it is frill more eafy to con¬ 
ceive that Domitius ftiould carefully purge 
himfelf of it, and proclaim to all the world 1 , 
which was very true, that he had no hand in 
it. It is certain however that he obtained be¬ 
lief, and, by the confent of Oftavius arrived 
at the Confulftiip, nay his fon married into thq 
family of the Csefars, and became the uncle of 
Nero. 

Oamnus Tho* Oftavius at that time feemed wholly 
puts to engaged in avenging the death of his adoptive 
hath father, and in other refpefts put on a good- 
of nature ^ appearance, he neverthelels difeover’d 
tUcity°. hi* cruelty with regard to Gailius, at that 

time. Prxtor ; and who fince the death of 
Sact. Aug. Comutus had the jurifdiftion of the city. Sue- 
27* tonius relates the faft with very aggravating 

2 ckeum- 
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circumftartces. He fays, that Gallius being£, R e 70 *; 
come to falute the Cortful, and carrying a *' ’ 4 4 
pocket-book under his robe, was fufpe&ed of 
concealing a poignard there; and upon that 
alone Oftavius, without examining into the 
affair, for fear of finding Gallius innocent, 
made them hurry him away, gave him the 
aueftion like a flave, and, in fine, ordered 
them to put him to death, after having pull'd 
out his eyes with his own hands. I own I can 
hardly believe, that Oftavius could be guilty 
offo brutal a barbarity. He relates himfelf, in 
the memoirs which he compofed of his life, 
that Gallius, having demanded a conference of 
him, endeavour’d to aflaffinate him * that iri 
confequence of this be was put in prifon, front 
which being releafed on condition of leaving 
Rome, he perifhed either by Ihipwreck, or by 
the hands of robbers on the high-way. This 
relation appears to me much more probable, 
only it is natural to think that O&avius dif- 
guifes under the notion of a fhipwreck, or the 
attack by robbers, his order for affaffinating 
Gallius as foon as he was out of Rome. 

It was no great affair to denounce condem- He makes 
nation againft thofe who had kill’d Gefar; but the Senate 
to put the fentence in execution, they mu ft revoke tht 
vanquifh twenty Legions which Brutus and ^ 
Caflius had under their command. O&avius ^ and 

was not ftrong enough for fuch an enterprize Lepidus. 
alone. He therefore refolved to put the laft 
hand to the treaty of reconciliation and allianee, 
which had for fome time been negotiated be¬ 
tween him, Antony, and Lepidus. He had 
been charged by the Senate to make war a* 
gairrft diem \ and as he ftill feigned to obey 
the orders of the Senate, which he had crufh-r 

J 2 ed. 
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ed, he departed with his army with a defign, 
as he faid, to fulfil his commiffion. But in his 
abfence Peaius his Collegue propofed to the 
Senate, to revoke the decrees by which Anto¬ 
ny and Lepidus had been declared enemies to 
their country. The abject Senators durft not 
reject the propofal, but they wanted to oblige 
Oftavius to explain himfelf, tho’ he had al¬ 
ready fufficiently fhewn his intentions, and 
they deferred coming to a refolution till they 
knew his opinion. He anfwered with his ufual 
diflimulation, that he was not at liberty to de¬ 
termine in this affair according to his mind; that 
the loldiers obliged him to incline towards 
clemency. Thus the Senate re-eftablifhed An¬ 
tony and Lepidus in all their rights and digni¬ 
ties, and Oftavius wrote to Antony, that he 
intended to join him againft Decimus. 

It was no difficult matter to deftroy this on¬ 
ly chief of the Republican party in the weft. 
In an inftant all was turned againft him. Pollio 
who arrived from Spain with two Legions 
joined Antony; and Plancus, who after the 
raffing of the fiege of Modena,, had certified a 
great deal of zeal for the caufe of liberty and 
for Decimus, not only abandoned his unfortu¬ 
nate Colleague, but even undertook to betray 
him ; and not being able to fucceed in it, he de¬ 
ferred to Antony with his four Legions. 

Decimus had a confiderable army, viz. ten 
Legions; but the ftrength of it was not pro¬ 
portioned to the number of troops, being al- 
moft all new levied. Not being able then to 
fupport himfelf againft fo many and fuch pow¬ 
erful enemies, he quitted Gaul, parted the 
Alps, and refolved to gain Illyria, in order to 

join M. Brutus in Macedonia *, but Oftavius 
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guarded all the paffages. Decimus in fo great A - R 
an extremity endeavour’d to take the rout of Am * 
Germany, and to make his way to Brutus 
through thofe barbarous nations, which in 
thofe days occupied that vaft country. But 
thefoldiers refufing to follow fodefperate a re- 
folution, almolt all left him, and ranged them- 
felves fome under the ftandard of Antony, and 
others under that of Oftavius. There re¬ 
mained only three hundred Gaulifh horfe, 
which formed his guard, and which prefently 
difperfed themfelves different ways, fo that he 
was obliged to fly. himfelf with only nine at¬ 
tendants. After having wandered in different 
parts, he was at laft ftopt in Burgundy by rob¬ 
bers, who at his earneft defire conveyed him 
to the prince, or ruler of the country, who 
was called Camelus or Capenus, and whom De¬ 
cimus look’d upon as a friend. This Gaul re¬ 
ceived him gracioufly, and with all the exter 
nal demonftrations of refpedl ; but he private¬ 
ly informed Antony, who lent an officer named 
Furius, accompanied with fome horfemen, 
with orders to bring him the head of the fu¬ 
gitive. 

■ Had it been poffible for the unfortunate De- Va , 
cimus to have efcaped, the generofity of a jy| 
friend would certainly have faved him ; for at 
the approach of thole who were fent to kill 
him, he hid himfelf in an obfcure retreat, and 
Antony’s men having purlued him thither, 

Ser. Terentius, favoured by the obfcurity of 
the place, prefented himfelf inftead of Deci¬ 
mus, and was almoft killed for him •, but Fu¬ 
rius knew his vi&im and prevented the mif- 
take. Decimus was then pull’d out of his 
lurking place, trembling, and he fhewed in his 

F 3 laft 
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kft moments a timidity and love for life, 
which Teemed to difturb his reafon. For he 
withdrew back his head from the fword, and 

u Yes ‘I 

A 


when they ordered him to ft and firm*, 

4; will, lays he, let me die if I do not. 
yery extraordinary exprefSon in the circum- 
fiance he was then in. His head was carried 


to Antony who wanted to examine it, and 
then made them beftow the laft honours upon 
it. Decimus perifhed the fecond of thofe who 
had attempted the life of Caefar. Soon after¬ 
wards Minucius Bafiius, another of the con- 
fpirators, was murdered by his Saves, who 

could not bear his cruelty. 

All the Roman forces on the eftabhfhment 
in Italy, Gaul, and Spain, were under the 
command of O&avius, Antony and Lepidus- 


s 


Pint. An 

ton. 


and there no longer remain’d an enemy in arms 
in all thefe countries, only as far as they were 
enemies to one another. For each ot them 
having no other objedt than his own particular 
power, regarded the others with a jealous eye, 

and the defign of fupplanting and deftroying 

them reigned in his breaft. But in the eaft 
they had common enemies to fubdue, the fear 
of which fufpended the effedt of their diffi¬ 
dence and reciprocal animofities. Before 
they could turn their arms agamft each other, 
it was neceflary to exterminate Brutus and 
Caffius. 

Antony who had palled the Alps as a fugi¬ 
tive, repaired them at the Head of leventeen 
Legions, including the troops of Lepidus, be- 
Tides fix Legions which were left in Gaul under 


* Non foltim cervicem 
gladio fobtraxit, verten t ti- 
am c onft aa ri as earn prate re 


admonitus, ipfis his verbis 
joravit.: Ira turvam, dabo . 

VaL Max . IX. 13. 
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the command of a very defpicable man, Lu¬ 
cius Varius, his bottle companion, whofe ftrbng 
propenfity to drinking, had gain’d him the 
name of Cotyla, which fignifies a pint. Lepi- 
dus and Antony, re-united together, advanced 
with a formidable army towards Bologna, whi¬ 
ther Oftavius alfo marched with almoft an equal 
humberj of troops. The three chiefs were re¬ 
fold to meet and unite together from a mo¬ 
tive already mentioned. They had only the 
neceflary terms to confider of, and they treated 
iof them themfelves, without* mediators and 
minifters. The afiair was conducted in the 
following manner. 

At a fmall diftance from Bologna there runs 
a little river, in the middle of which there was 
an ifland, which was judged the propereft place 
for holding the conferences. It feems that this 
river was that which is now called the Reno. 
They took all imaginary precautions in order 
to prevent diftrufts which were great, and but 
too well founded. They raifed two bridges, one 
of which joined the ifland to the right bank of 
the river, and the other to the left. O&avius 
and Antony brought each five Legions within 
a certain diftance, which had been agreed 
upon, and which was equal on both fides. 
From thence they advanced as far as the 
bridges, accompanied only with three hundred 
men each,and there they flopped. Lepidus*who 
had had no perfonal quarrel with either, enter¬ 
ed the ifland alone, and examined it, to convince 
himfelf that there was no ambufcade to fear. 
Then he gave the fignal to O&avius and An¬ 
tony, who fet out at the fame time to come to 
him,and at meeting pufhed their precautions fo 
far as to fearch each other, for fear of arms be- 
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mg 


concealed under their cloaths. There 
were three feats placed in the middle of the 
ifiand, where they all fat down, O&avius be- 
ing in the middle, as Conful. 

The greateft difficulty they met with, dur¬ 
ing the three days which the conferences iafted, 
was the choice of thole whom they ought to 
facrifice to their refentment. As Antony and 
Octavius had made war againft one another 
with a great deal of heat and animofity, a great 
many of thole who were friends of the one 
were confequently enemies of the other ; and 
each, being willing to fatisfy his vengeance, 
made objections to the laving of thofe who had 
been of fcrvice to the other. Efpecially they 
debated for a long time, and very warmly, on 
Pint. c:c. the fubject of Cicero. Antony declared, that 

he could neither confent to a reconciliation, or 
a peace, if they did not give him up a man, 
who had done him fo much miichief-, and 
Lepidus was of the fame opinion. Odtavius 
oppofed it the nrft two days, but the third he 
confented ; and by a mod unnatural exchange, 
for the head of Cicero, Antony yielded to him 

that of L. Csfar his uncle, and Lepidus that 

of his brother Paulus. 1 Thus, fays Plutarch, 
their paffion and rage made them forget all 
fenfe of humanity *, or rather they ffiewed by 
their example, that there is no brute more 
fierce than man, where power and paffion are 
united. I D do not believe,fays the fame author 
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clfewhere, that ever there was a more atroci- a. r. 709. 
ous, or more unnatural thing done than the Am,c#4 * 
exchange of which I fpeak. For trafficking 
together murder againft murder, they became 
the butchers as well of thofe whom they gave 
up, as of thofe who were given up to them ; 
and the injuftice was the greater with refpeft to 
their friends, whom they condemned to death 
even without hating them. Further one may 
believe, that Antony and Lepidus did no great 
violence to themfelves, in facrificing the one 
his uncle, and the other his brother. They 
could not but take amifs their conftant zeal for 
the government of the Republic^, and being 
lately declared enemies to the publick by their Appian. 
fuffrages, they had a right to prolcribe them by Dio. 
way of reprifal. 

As to the other points, the three tyrants a* The pro - 
greed well enough. It was concluded that ^ 
Oftavius fhould abdicate the Confulfhip, and ^ mvtm 
give it up to Ventidius for the remaining part 
of.the year. That they fhould eftablifh fove- 
reign magiftrates for the fpace of five years, 
under the title of Triumviri, reformers of the 
Republick, with confular authority. That 
they fhould immediately appoint the annual 
magiftrates for the five years the Triumvirate 
was to laft, without having recourfe either to 
the confent of the Senate or people. They 
divided among them as their patrimony, 
all that part of the empire which they were al¬ 
ready mailers of, or flattered themfelves to be. 
Lepidus was to have Spain, and Narbonne 
Gaul. Antony took that Gaul which was con- 
. quered by Gefar, and the Cifalpine Gaul. Oc¬ 
tavius had Africa, with Sicily and Sardinia ; 

of which it was more eafy to acquire the title 

than 
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* 7 °>«■ than the real paffefTion. For Comificius fiddly 

u ' +s poficfc’d Africa, properly fo called, in die 
name of the Senate * aad we (hail very focai 
fee Sextos Pompeius take poflfeffion of the 
iflands of Sicily and Sardinia. ButG&avrus 
was obliged to content himfdf with this ftiare, 
feeing his two affociates had more ancient pre- 
tenfions, than the agreement made with him, 
to thefe provinces, which they appropriated to 
tfaemfrives. Italy was not comprehended ift 
this diftribution, as bang the center of the 
empire, and the country common to them all, 
trf which they called themfelves the defenders 
and not the mafters. With regard to the pro¬ 
vinces beyond fea, they were under the obedi¬ 
ence of Brutus and Caffius, agahift whom war 
was refolved. In order to which Antony and 
Octavius were to take the command, and pafs 
the fea, each of them at the head of twenty 
Legions *, while Lepidus with three Legions 
was to remain in Rome, to keep Italy in awe; 
-uniting. with the dignity and power of a T!ri- 
mnvir, that of Conful, in place of D. Brutus 
who was killed. In fine they determined the 
rewards which they were to give their fokliere, 
and which was as tyrannical as the reft of their 
proceedings. For they agreed to eftablifli 
them in colonies, in eighteen towns in Italy, of 
which both the houfes and lands were to be 
given them And thefe towns, which were fo 
cruelly treated, were actually the largeft and 
moft beautiful of all Italy; fuch as Capua, 
Reggio, Venofa, Benevento, Rimini, and * Cre¬ 
mona, which laft brought Mantua into the fame 

* Mantra, ts ! miferae nimium ricina Cremona*. 

Virg , Eelog. IX. 28. 

difgrace, 
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by being unluckily in its neighbour- *• 7°9- 

Ant. C. 42« 

The three Chiefs obliged themfelves by oath 
to execute thofe crimes which they had pro¬ 
jected, and communicated to their armies what 
had been concluded amongft them. Octavius, 
to whom all the honours were conftandy yield¬ 
ed, becaufe he was Gonful, read to the troops 
which were affembled together, all the articles 
of the treaty, excepting that which regarded 
the heads of the great men they intended to 
■cut off. The foldiers celebrated, with fbouts of 
joy, the reconciliation of the two Generals, and 
thofe of the different armies faluted each other 
as friends. And, further to confirm by a do- 73* mar. 
meftick alliance, the peace which yielded them ria z e he j 
(0 much pleafure, they propofed a marriage *' 
between O&avius and Clod ia, Antony’s daugh- daughter 
ter-in-law, that is to fay, the daughter of Ful-« refelved 
via his wife by Clodius, Cicero’s enemy. This u f on - 
young lady was hardly marriageable, and O&a- 
vius had already entered into engagements with 
the daughter of Servilius Ifauricus. He con- 
fented however to the propofal which was 
made to him, trailing to the events to releafe Suet. Aug. 
him from that contract, if afterwards he fbould 62 . 
find it not agreeable. 

The three combined Generals were lb eager Prelude /» 
to feed blood, that in order to commence their ,he ma Jf a ~ 
murdcis, they only waited till they fhould ar- 
rive at Rome. They fent before them a num- g om( , n e 
berof foldiers, who had orders to kill twelve, death tf the 
others fay feventeen, of their principal enemies, 
the chief of whom was Cicero. Four were fur- *" a " 
prized, and maffacred immediately •, the others 
concealed themfelves, or fled. And as the af- 
faflines fpread themfelves over the city fearch 

for 
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a. r. 7-9- for them, running along the ftreets, and vifit- 
' 43 'ing the houfes, the terror and confirmation 
amongfl: all the illuftrious Citizens were ex¬ 
ceeding great. They neither knew the num¬ 
ber nor names of the unfortunate viftims de- 
ftined to the (laughter. Thus every one be¬ 
lieved himfeif to be in danger, and defpair ur¬ 
ged many of them to attempt the burning of 
their own houfes, or fet fire to the publick edi¬ 
fices, in order not to die unrevenged. The 
Conful Pedius, who had remained in Rome, 
took an infinite deal of pains to appeafe the 
commotion, cairn the fpirits, and perfuade 
thofe who were afraid to wait till the next day; 
and as foon as day-light appeared, he caufed to 
be fixed up the names of thofe who were con¬ 
demned to fuffer. He affured them by the 
publick faith that there was not another perfon 
who had any thing to fear. And he a&ed fin- 
cerely ; for he was not let into the iecret of his 
matters. The fatigue which he underweot this 
night of terror and difmay was fo great, that 
he lunk under it, and died the day following. 

Thefe were only preludes to the calamities 
cf the three which threatned Rome. 

G<re r ah p U bli c k miferiesarrived, and made their 

entries on three different days. Oftavius the 
firft, then Lepidus, and laft of all Antony ; 
each being attended with a Pretorian Cohort or 
Guard, and one Legion. Thus the City was 
entirely filled with ioldiers, which they took 
care to diftribute in the moft important pofts. 
Then P. Titius, Tribune of the people, pro- 
poled the latal law which eftablifhed three fo- 
vereign magiftrates, reformers of the Repub- 
lick, with the confular dignity, for five years, 
viz. M. Antonius, Lepidus, and Octavius, who 

took 
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took poflcffion of this office 
of November following, and 
of December of the fixth year, reckoning from tus, apud * 
their commencement. Pigk. 

One may very well imagine that the votes of 
the people, were favourable to this law which 
was propofed. They even made publick re¬ 
joicings for it, as for a happy event; and the 
Citizens again put on the robe of peace, at the 
approaches of a procription more cruel than a 
war. The Triumviri loft no time in publiih- 
ing the edift which has been tranfmitted to us 
by Appian, and I believe the reader will not 
take it amifs, if I tranfcribe here an aft very 
Angular in its kind, and drawn up by an able 
hand, who was at a great deal of pains, tho’ 
without fuccefs, to difguife the blacknefs of 
the thing, by the moft fpecious colours poffible 
to make ufe of. 

After the names and qualities of the Trium- 7 he tdia 
viri, followed the tenor of the decree, in thefe oftbepre 
terms. 41 If wicked men, by the moft 
<c dious conduft, were not humble and fup- 
“ pliant, when they ftand in need of clemency, 

44 and, after they have obtained it, enemies to 
14 their benefaftors, and capable of attempting 
41 their lives; we fhould not have feen thofe 
44 perfons become the murderers of Caefar, 

<c whom he had faved by his mercy, after 
44 having vanquifhed them, whom he had alfo 
44 admitted among the number of his friends, 

44 and had loaded with all forts of favours, 

44 offices, and honours; and we ourlelves 
44 fhould not be under the neceffity of afting 
44 a fevere part againft thofe who have offend- 
44 ed us,’ and declared is enemies to the pub- 
_ 44 lick. . But having learned both by our own 

44 expe- 
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7 °s- 44 experience, and the treatment which Caefar 

43 44 has received, that there is a degree of wick- 
44 edneft which no clemency can overcome, we 
<c rather chufe to prevent our enemies, that! 
44 to wait thofe evils which they have prepared 
44 for us. Our revenge therefore will neither 
44 appear unjuft, cruel, nor exceffive to any one 
44 who confiders what we have fuffered, and 
44 efpecially what Caefar fuffered. He was 
4t Di&ator and great Pontiff; he fubje&ed the 
44 moft formidable nations to this Empire; 
14 and he fir ft of all endeavoured to croft the 
44 mighty ocean, and difeover to the Romans 
44 lands before to them unknown. And yet 
44 this great man has been murdered in full Se- 
44 nate, in a facred place, and in the view of 
44 the Gods themfelves. Nay, they even car- 
44 ried their wanton barbarity fo far as to ftab 
44 him three and thirty times with their poig*- 

44 nards. And thofe who committed this 
44 crime, were men whom he had vanquifhed, 
44 who owed him their lives, and even fome 
44 of them mentioned in his will amongft the 
44 number oi his heirs. The reft, inftead of 
44 punifhing fo horrible a crime, have invefted 
14 the aflaflines with commands and govern- 
44 ments of provinces, of which they have 
44 known fo well to take the advantage, that 
4 - they have raifed the publick money, and 
44 with it have levied troops againft us *, nay, 
44 even demanded it of nations at all times 
44 enemies to this Empire. They have burnt 
44 or deftroyed to the very foundations, thofe 
44 towns allied to the Romans which they could 
44 not bring over to their party; they have in* 
44 timidated others, and are preparing to em- 
44 ploy thofe forces againft u* and their coun* 
44 try. 44 We 
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u We have already puniflted feme of thefe ? c s*. 
“■ criminals, and you fhaH: very fhortly fee fe- ' c ' 4> 
16 veral others of them fuffer the juft punifh- 
“• ment they deferve. AM the Weft has fub- 
“ mitced to us, Gaufe Spain and Italy. One 
“ thing only remains for us to do, and that is 
“ attended with difficulty •, which is to. pafs 

:ompleac oar revenae on lucl 


and 

- x . cr 

the murderers as have invaded 


tcb 

the 
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It 


Eaffcem provinces. 

“ As we are juft upon the point eft - making 
a war for you, which, obliges us to leave 
Rome, it would: not be agreeable neither to 
our interefts nor yours, to leave behind U9 
the enemies which, we have here in a condi¬ 
tion to take advantage of our abfeace, by 
obferving the uncertain events of war. It 
would be like wife dangerous for us in fuch 
preffing circunaftances to lofer time by de¬ 
lay. Wherefore we have refolded to rid 
“ ourfelves of them all at once, and to render 
** to them immediately that mifehief which 
u they intended us, in declaring us and our ar¬ 
mies enemies to our country. Thus thefe 
unjufl: and violent men condemned an infi¬ 
nite number of Citizens, to perilh with us. 
But we fhall be more moderate. No order, 


(t 


It 


u no company,, no focicty of people (hail bo 
“ the objeft of our revenge. The choice, wo 
“ fhall make fhall not. even comprehend all 
“ thofc who have been at variance wkb us, or 
“ who have endeavoured to hurt. us. Riches, 
“ fplendor, and honours fhall be reckoned no 
w crimes by us •, and the’ it is natural that 
“ three fhould have ^greater: number of ene¬ 
mies than one, yet the puoifhmews which 
we fhall inftifl:, fhall not afffeffc fa. many per- 

“ ferns 
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ac^'c 709 ' “ fons as were profcribed before us by a Angle 
43 u General, who, like us, in a civil diffention ’ 
u hadunder taken to reform the Republick, and 
“ whom you have fumamed happy on account 
<c of his fuccefs. We fhall only punifh the 
“ moft wicked and the inoft culpable •, in all 
<c which we have your intereft in view, as 
“ much as our own. For while the Chiefs of 
u the ftate are divided and form different par- 
u ties, you who are placed in a middle ftation, 

“ muft of confequence be great fufferers. Thefe 
iC are our motives •, and further we ane obliged' 
<c to procure fome fatisfaftion to our foldiers 
4C who have been ill ufed, and declared ene- 
“ mies to their country, by thofe who had 
u formed a project for deftroying us all toge- 
<c ther. We might as foon as we arrived, have 
“ executed thofe whom we had condemned. 

“ But out of regard to you we ftrove rather to 
“ proferibe them, than to furprize them at a 
“ time when they did not expedt, in order 
“ that it might not be left in the power of the 
44 foldiers to extend the effeft of their revenge 
“ in their paffion to thofe who ought to be ex- 
“ empted from it; but that having a lift quite 
** plain, both by the number and names of 
“ thofe whom they have orders to punilh, they 
“ may abftain from doing violence to any be- 
“ fides. 

“ Upon thefe accounts, and for the good 
u and advantage of the publick, we forbid all 
“ and every one-of you to receive any of thofe 
“ whofe names are mentioned in the lift fub- 
u joined to this order, to proteft them, or be 
“ affifting to them in their flight. Whoever 
“ fhall give them any aid or afliftance, or {hall 
u hold any kind of correfpendence with them, 

“ fhall 
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M (hall be immediately added to the number ^ 7 c 9« 

44 of the proferibed, without being allowed **** 
tc any manner of excufe, or means of defence; 
cc Whoever fhall kill any of the proferibed* 

44 upon bringing their heads, fhall receive as 
44 their fee a hundred thoufarid fefterces, and 
14 if a Have* forty thoufand, together with his 
44 liberty, and the rank of a Citizen the fame 
44 as his mafter. The fame rewards are pro- 
44 mifed to thofe who fhall difeover any of the 
44 proferibed, and the names of thofe who fhall 
44 receive thofe rewards fhall not be regiftered, 

44 fo that he need never be afraid of being 
44 known afterwards.” 

1 fhall not flop to make a great many re- 
fleftions on this bloody aft, the horrid cruelty 
of which appears at firft fight, and is extreme¬ 
ly (hocking, in fpite of the frivolous pretexts 
with which they endeavoured to palliate it. 

I fhall only remark firft, that, according to The pro - 
Dio, what the Triumviri boaft of confining/^#//™ of 
themfelves to a lefs number of proferibed than tki 
Sylla* is falfe. That hiftorian affures us poffi- 
tively to the contrary \ and the thing itfelf is than that 
very probable, becaufeany of the three was full of Sylia* 
as bad as the author of the firft profeription* 

This difference produced another effeft very 
fmgular and melancholy. When Sylla fhewed 
this barbarous example, his friends, at leaft, 
had nothing to fear. But it was not the fame 
in the prefent cafe. As Antony and Oftavius 
had had great quarrels with each other, and 
were even at war againft one another, the 
friends of the one were the enemies of the 
other; fo that to have been attached to either* 
was a fufficient reafon for being proferibed. 

They were weak friends, and dangerous ene- 

Vol. XV. G . mies, 
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*i- R c 7 ° 9 ’ m * es 5 facrificing thofc who had done them fer- 
' vice the more eafily, becaufe both of them in¬ 
tended, whenever it Ihould be in their power, 
to attack and deftroy each others whence each 
ot them endeavoured to remove from his 
colleague, whom he looked upon as a rival, the 
greateft numbers poffible of his creatures and 
affiftants ^ and they were not afraid of being 
deprived themfelves of any of their fupports, 
provided they weakened their antagonift. The 
fame may be faid of Lepidus, who was neither 
lefs ambitious, nor more fcrupulous than the 
two others, but only had lefs parts. We fee 
by this, that the number of thofe profcribed by 
the Triumviri mull have been carried very 
high, though we cannot exa&iy determine it. 
Sylla had affefted no kind of myftery in his 
affair he even gloried in expofing to the eyes 
of the world four thoufand feven hundred Ci¬ 
tizens, of all ranks and conditions, which he 
had cauled to be put to death. But O&avius, 
when he became mafter of the Empire under 
the name of Auguftus, was afhamed of his paft 
cruelties. It is very probable that he endea¬ 
voured to deftroy the monuments of them ; 
and the writers have not dared to difcovet what 
the prince endeavoured to conceal. We find 
An- ^ number of Senators reckoned at one hun- 
ton. &Ap- dred and thirty, according to fome, and three 
P iaD * . fl hundred, according to others. Appian reckons 
cxx Epi ^ two t ^ ou ^ an< i knights. As to the number of 

Citizens of the lower order, we are quite in the 
dark. 


A great My fecond remark regards the exprefs decla- 
mans pr^ ration which the Triumviri made in their edi&, 
fcnbedon jq profcribe no body on account of their riches. 

Thtinicitj. 'T^re could be nothing more oppofite to their 

i real 
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teal intentions. They greatly wanted money,*^?^- 
without which they could not make head agiinft nt ‘ 
Brutus and Caflius, who had acquired 1 great 
treafures, efpecially the laft, in the rich countries 
of Afia and Syria. Thus it is ftill more true 
With refpeft to the profcription of the- Trium¬ 
virate than that of Sylla, that the greateft of 

all crimes was to be rich, and by this means 
afford td thefe avaritiotis tyrants the hopes of 
an ample fpoil. 

The names Which appear’d at the head of if‘Satin 
the catalogue of profcription, declared at once tht 
the whole fury of the Triumviri, and were fig- 
nals of terror to demonftrate,that no body ought to be placed 
to expeft that any confideration could be capa- a " he head 
ble of moving them. The firft who were pro- 
feribed were Paulus a brother of Lepidus, and p ro f“ r ‘pf,_ 
L. Gjefar the uncle of Antony. Next follow- m . 
ed Plotius the brother of Plancus, and L. Quin- 
tius, father-in-law to PolHo. Tho’ in the mean 
time, in another lift, at the fide of the former, 

Plancus andPollio were defignedConfuls,theone 
for the year following, the other for the fourth 
year after the Triumviri were eftabliihed. And 
as if O&avius had been apprehenfive of dege¬ 
nerating from. thefe examples of inhumanity, 
befides Cicero, whom he was fo much obliged 
to, he prolcribedC. Toranius a friend of hisSuet.Aug. 
father, who had been his own tutor when he 
Was a child. 

It is, then to little purpofe that fome writers Obiaviu 
have attempted to take part of the blame from ai cru,! 
O&avids, and to make a diftirnftion between h ‘‘ co1 ' 
him arid his Colleagues. Suetonius informs Prather 
us, that at firft he adtaally oppo'ed the projed mre fo. 
of the profcription; but when once it was re¬ 
vived upon, he pulhed it with more vigour 

G 2 than 
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A uc. 709 ^ an ot ^ er tw0 > an ^ whereas Antony and 
u 43 ‘ Lepidus allowed themfelves to relent on feveral 

occalions, that he was almoft always inexora¬ 
ble. After the profcription was executed, Le¬ 
pidus thought they ought to make a kind of 
excufe to the Senate for the paft, and give them 
room to expeft for the future a conduit full of 
gentlenefs and clemency, becaufe he looked 
upon his revenge as fad.sfi.ed •, but O&avius, 
on the contrary, declared, that if he had put an 
end to the profcription, it was {till without 
tying up his hands, or preferibing a law to him 
which might confine his liberty. 

Dio, and efpecially Appian, has left us a 
great many obfervations upon the events of 
this profcription, and the adventures of the 
proferibed, who did not all perifh. A great 
many faved themfelves by different ways, 
which neceffity, very juftly called the mother 
of invention, pointed out to them, or their 
friends, their neighbours and domefticks. And 
with regard to thofe who could not efcape the 
cruelty of their affaflins, fpreadall over Rome, 
and in the other towns and country of Italy, 
their melancholy fortune was attended with 
circumftances extremely interefting. In order 
to fhun prolixity I {hall not here tranferibe all 
the particular fa&s which are mentioned in au¬ 
thors, but only fuch as regard the moft illuftri- 
ous perfons,and thofe whofe names are the moft 
celebrated in hiftory. I {hall content my- 
felf with a general obfervation from Velleius, 
which does but little honour to human nature, 
which 4 is, that commonly fpeaking, the pro- 

* Id notandum eft, faiffe filiorum nallam. Adeo dif- 
in proferiptos uxoram fidera ficilis eft hominibus utcum- 
fammam, libertorum me- qae concepts fpci mora.^tf. 

diam, ftnorum aliquam, II* 67. 

feribed 
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fcribed found in their wives, in thofe cruel cir- 7®* 
cumftances, a perfeft fidelity, in their freedmen ° ‘ * 45 ’ 
and (laves, a tollerable one, but none at all in 
their fons; fo dangerous a thing is hope for 
feducing the human mind, and capable of vio¬ 
lating the mod facred rights, whenever they 
become hinderances to our ambition. 

Amongft the viftims of the cruelty of the Tie hath 
Triumviri, Cicero, on a great many accounts, ‘fp> ceri> - 
was the firft. He had been profcribed toge- ^ ap ' 
ther with his fon, his brother, his nephew, all Smfor.VI. 
thofe who belonged to him,’ and who had any Veil. II. 
connection with him either by friendlhip or 66 - 
parentage. He could not promife himfelf a 
better fate, and he 1 knew very well, that he ofg. 
could no more hope for favour from Antony, 
than Brutus and Caflius could expeft it from 
young Csefar. For this reafon he left Rome at 
the approach of the Triumviri, and his firft 
defign was to crofs the fea with his brother, to 
go to Macedonia, to Brutus’s camp. They 
travelled together fome time, mutually con¬ 
doling their bad fortune. But as their depar¬ 
ture had been very precipitate, and they want¬ 
ed a great many things, Quintus turned back 
to make more ample provifion, and Cicero 
continued his rout towards Gaeta, where ha¬ 
ving heard no news of his brother he imbark- 
ed. Sometimes b the contrary winds, and 

G 3 fome- 
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*M. Cicero fub adventum fe ja&ationem navis cseco 
Triumvirorum ceflerat urbe, volvente fiuftu pati non pof- 
pro certo habens, id quod fet, Medium tandem eum Sc 
erat, non magis Antonio fugas Sc vitae cepit: reeref- 
eripi fe, quam Caefari Bru- fufquc ad fuperiorem viJlam, 
turn & Caflium poffe. Lrv . quae pauloplus mille paffibus 

b Aliquoties in altum pro- a mari abett, Mortar , inquir, 
veftum quura mod6 venti inpatriajaftfervata, 
adverft retuliifent, xnoddip- 
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a. *- c 7°* fomcdmes the fatigues of the fea, which his 
* 43 ‘ body, quite fpent with anxiety could not fup- 
port, obliged him to difembark. At laft he 
found himfelf quite tired of flying and of life 
itfefl, and refolved to go to a country houfe 
which he had about a mile from the fea. “ 1 
“ mull, fays he, die in my country, which I 
“ have faved more than once. 5 ’ 

Superftition, according to Plutarch, had a 
hand in this refolution of Cicero’s; for a flock 
of crows alighted upon the yard of the veffel 
in which Cicero was, and began to peck at the 
ends of the ropes, which Cicero taking for a 
bad omen, deflred them to put him on fliore. 
The crows Hill followed him, and while he 
was in one of the chambers of his country* 
houfe lying on a couch, they flocked anew about 
the window, and one of them even went up to 
his- couch, and with his beak pulled the cap 
from Gcero’s head. The generality of man¬ 
kind are greatly addi&ed to the marvelous* 
and efpecially with relation to the tragical 
deaths, of great men. Thefe trifling circum- 
ftaaces, which doubtlefs have a great mixture 
of the fabulous, very little deferve to be re¬ 
lated by fo judicious a writer as Plutarch. I 
am forry too that he fhould hare attributed 
that foolifli thought to Cicero of going to 
Rome, dealing privately into the houfe of Oc¬ 
tavius, and killing himfelf before the houfe - 
hold Gods of that ungrateful man, in order to 
bring down upon him the wrath and vengeance 
of heaven. But the fear of the torment, fay 
they, to which he thereby muft expofc himfelf, 
hindered him from doing it. As for my part 

ail this fecpis to me to be adjufted to the 
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Theatre, and I confine myfelf to the more* R *7 c 9* 

01 r ^ T • • Ant. C * 43« 

fimple account or Titus Lmus. 

It appears, that Cicero’s fervants pull’d him 
out in a manner by force from his houfe, to en¬ 
deavour to conceal him. But they had not 
time; for when they were upon the road, thofe 
who fetched for him to kill him overtook 
them.' Some report that they were dir eft ed 
by a freedman of Q. Cicero, named Philolo- 

S s, who had been inft rafted, by the very per- 
1 whom he betrayed. But the faft is not at 
all certain. The murderers had at their head a 
military tribune named Popilius, who had 
formerly been defended by Cicero in a doubt¬ 
ful caule; and in recompence of this fervice, 
earneftly demanded a commiflion to kill his 
benefaftor. Cicero’s Haves 4 were willing to 
defend their matter, but he order’d them to 
flop the litter, and to let him fuffer quietjy 
what hi$ cruel fate rendered inevitable. In 
the mean time fixing his eyes upon the affaf- 
fins, he thruft his head out at the door of the 
litter, and the Centurion Herennius immediate¬ 
ly wounded him, while the foldiers themfelves, 
touched at the misfortunes and firmnefs of a 
man fo v/orthy of refpeft, turned down their 

a Satis conftatfervos forth ciderunt, Ita relatum caput 
ter fideliterque pantos fuiffe ad Antonium, juffuque ejus 
ad dimieandum : ipfum dc- inter duas manus in Roftris 
poni lefticam, fcquietospa- pofitum, ubi ille Conful, ubi 
ti quod fors iniqua cogeret, ispe Confularis, ubieo ip(o 
juffifle. Pronipienti ex lec- anno adversus Antonium, 
tica. przebentique immotam quanta nulla unquam huma- 
cervicem,caput pra^cifum eft. na vox cum admiratione elo- 
Nec fatis ftoltdae crudelitati qaentiae, auditusfuerat. Vix 
militum fuit. Manus quo- attollentes pr$ lacrymisocu- 
que, fcripfiffe aliquid in An- loi homines intueri trueidata 
tonium cxprcbrnntes, prae- membra ejus poterant. 
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c 9- eyes and covered their faces. This was not 

43 ’ enough to fatisfy the brutal barbarity of the 
Centurion, for he cut his hands again, even 
reproaching him before his death of having 
wrote 2 gainft Antony. Plutarch affures us, 
that in this he executed the orders of that cruel 
Triumvir. 

Popiiius carried tlje head and hands of Ci¬ 
cero to Antony, who was not at all afraid to feaft 
his eyes upon fo horible a fpedtacle, and after 
having examined attentively, and even with 
great burfts of laughter, the frightful and la¬ 
mentable remains, order’d them to be placed 
on the Orator’s tribunal, faying, that, as to 
him, the profeription was now finilhed. The 
head of Cicero was then expofed between his 
two hands on the fame place, where fo many 
times, both during his Confullhip and after¬ 
wards, and in fine, the laft year of his life, in 
his fpeech again# Antony, had difplayed an 
eloquence, which no man ever equalled, or, 
at leaft, furpaffed. All the fpe&ators were af¬ 
fected, and durft not raife their eyes bathed in 
tears to thofe objefts, the fight of which pierc-r 
ed them exceffively with grief. Antony * by 
this intended to infult the memory of hirn 
whom he hated, and he did not fee that he 
dishonoured himfelf by this ihameful revenge, 

which proved his infolence in profperity, and 
the unworthy abufe which he made of his 
power. They aflure us that he had the bafe- 
nefs to crown with his own hand Popiiius the 
chief of the murderers, and that he fuffered 
that wretch to place upon the Orator’s tribunal 
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his own picture adorn’d with a crown, 
fide of the deplorable remains of him wh< 
had kill’d. 


8 ? 


Fulvia, formerly married to Clodius, but 
now the wife of Antony, and befides perfonal- 
jy offended at Cicero, who had more than 
once exprefled herfelf fatyrically againft him, 
vented againft his head that paffion and rage 
with which Ihe would have tormented him 
while alive, if lhe had had it in her power. 

Before it was fixt upon the tribunal, lhe placed 
it before her, loaded it with reproaches, fpit 
upon it, and, having put it on her knee, me 
opened the mouth, and pulled out the tongue, 
which lhe pierced with her bodkin \ an adtion 
worthy fuch a fury as this woman bad always 
been, and continued to be to the end of her 
life. 

Pofterity has very well revenged Cicero up- IuveBiva 
on Antony’s outrages. No death could ever K™??” 
be more bitterly deplored, than that of him 
who had done fo much honour to letters. Antony, 
Poets, orators, and hiftorians have all fignaliz- upon the 
ed their grief for the melancholy end of Cicero •, WpjW 
and by a very natural confequence have ex- * 
prefled an extreme indignation againft his 
murderer. We find in a colledtion of Seneca Sen. 
the father, a great many fragments of orators Sustfor.VI 
and antient hiftorians who have exercifed their 
talents upon this fubjedt Velleius, as great a 
flatterer as he was, allows himfelf here to be 
tranfported with, zeal fo far as to interrupt 
the thread of his narration, and leave the (tile 
of an hiftorian to inveigh againft Antony’s pij n . VII. 
cruelty. Pliny the elder expreifes himfelf very jo* 
ftrongly upon it in a few words, affirming that 
Cicero was not profcribed by Antony, but on 
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the contrary, that Antony proferibed himfelf, 
by covering himfelf with infamy in the eyes of 
all pofterity. Martial 1 declares that Antony 
appeared to him more criminal by the death of 
Cicero alone, than by all the carnage of the reft 
who were proferibed •, and that there was no 
more room to reproach the wretched Pothinitf, 
murderer of the great Pompey. 

Octavius is fpared in all thefe reproaches i 
not becaufe he did not deferve a fhare of them i 
but becaufe of his becoming emperor, and their 
being afraid, even under his fueceffors, to 
fhew any want of refpe£t to his memory. 
And befides that he had never afted direftly 
againft Cicero, and had himfelf oppofed, tho* 
weakly, tfi£ r defign of the profeription, he 
render'd him juftice afterwards to a certain de- 
Plut. Cic. gree ; and Plutarch has preferved to us a me¬ 
morable paffage on this fubjeft. He tells us 
that feveral years afterwards, when Octavius 
governed the empire under the title of Augufr 
tus, he entered haftily the chamber of one of 
his grandfons, who happened to have a book 
of Cicero in his hand. The young prince a- 
larmed, concealed the book under his robe. 
Auguftus took it from him, and read a 
good deal of it. After which he returned 
it faying, “ he was a man of genius, my fon, 
and a lover of his country." 

Cicero was murthered the feventh of De¬ 
cember, in the laft month of the fixty fourth 
year of his age. So chat according to b Titus 

Livius, 
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Amoni, Pfeario mhil objc&ure Pothino, 

Et kviis ufeuJa, qoam Cicerone, wens. 

« Martial. 


* Vixit tres & faagina immatura qridcwmw? ri- 
%nnos, ut 3 fi vis abfuilTct, ne deripoffit. Ingenium &ope- 
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Livius, whofe pencil I (hall here borrow to A - K 7°%- 
trace in miniature the portrait of fo famous a Am;€ * 4Si 


man, his death could not have appear’d alto¬ 
gether premature, provided it had been natu¬ 
rals His fublinfte taknt has difplayed kfelf 
in immortal performances, and been recom-* 
penfed with the grcateft honours. Fortune 
was for a long -time favourable to him; but 
during a c$i?rfe of profpfcrity, having fufferetf 
feveral cruel difgraces, bariilhmcnt* the fall of 


the party to which he was attached, the lofs of 
hte daughter, and at teft a tragkal and cruel 
end, of all his adverfities he lupported none 


with that firmnefs which becomes a man of 


courage, excepting only his death. And even 
his death, to judge equitably of it, may ap¬ 
pear lefs undelerved, and atrocious, becaufe 
he only fuffer’d from his enemy what he would 
have made him fuffer, had he had the oppor* 
tunity and power in his hands. After all, let 
us compenfate his faults with his virtues, and 
we fhall find that he was a great man, full of 
fire and elevation of fpirit, for ever to be re¬ 
membered, and not to be fufficienriy praifed 
unlefs by another Cicefo. 

Thus Titus Livius exprefies himfelf, who, 


rib«9 ? & praemits opcrum, minus indjgna videri potuit, 
felix. Ipfe fortune diu pro- quod & vtflofe inimico nil 
fpera: & in Jongo tenore crudelius paffus erat, quam 
felicitatis, magnis interim quod ejufdem fortune com- 
i&us vulneribus, cxfilio, mi- pos ipfe fecifFet. Si quis ta¬ 
na partium pro quibua ftete- men virtutibus vitia penfarlt, 
rat, filije morte, exitu tam vir magnos, acer, raemora- 
trilli atque acerbo, om- hilis fuit, & in cujus latide* 
niumadverforum nihil utvi- Cicerone laud a tore opus fu- 
ro dignum erat tulit, praeter crit. 
jnortem: qua: vere seftimaoti . 
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like a great 4 man, praifes without referve the 
merit and talents of others. Pollio, tho’ par¬ 
tial enough elfewhere to Cicero, makes ufe of 
almoft the lame language. Only b to that 
weaknefs of mind in difafters with which that 
great genius has been reproached by all thofe 
who have mentioned him, he adds a want of 
moderation in profperity. Cicero, in what¬ 
ever fituation he was, whether happy or mifer- 
able, never thought that it could change; very 
different from that well prepared heart menti¬ 
oned by Horace c which hopes in adverfity, 
and in profperity fears the return of bad for¬ 
tune. 

Brutus, who was always a little rigid in his 
fentiments, judged very feverely of the death of 
Cicero. He faid he was more alhamed of the 


An txprif- 
far. of Bru¬ 
tus con¬ 
cerning his 0 f ; c than afflicted at the lofs. This ex- 
dtatb. C. 

An/onius 
kill'd by 
"jjay'of re- 
prifals. 

Flut.Brut. 


preffion has no need of a commentary, after 
thole fragments of his letters which I have 
quoted, in which he cenfures Cicero’s com- 
plaifance to Odavius with fo much eagernefs. 
Neverthelefs he revenged his death, and to ap- 
peafe the manes of Cicero and Decimus, who 
were both his friends, and one of them his re¬ 
lation, he lent orders to Hortenfius to put to 
death Caius Antonius his prifoner, and brother 
of the Triumvir. He had fpared him till that 
time out of pure generofity, without hearken- 


• Candidillimas omnium 
magnomm ingeniornm ani¬ 
mator T. Livius, Sen. ibid . 

k Utinam moderatius fe- 

cundas ies, k fortius adverfas 


ferre potuiflet! Nam utras- 
que quum vcncrant ei, mu* 
tari eas non pofTc rebatur, 
Afin. Poll. ap. Sen. ibid . 


f Spcrat infeftis, metuit fecundis 
Alteram fonem bene pneparatu; 
Pe&us. 


Hor. Od. II. 10. 
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ing to the repeated i 
advifed him not to 
ning. Caius, during the time he was under 
the power of Brutus, had made two different 
attempts to raife a fedition among the troops 
of his vanquifher. The cruelty of his brother 
appeared to Brutus a decifive reafon for facri- 
ficing him, and I do not obferve that he is 
blamed for it in hiftory, although thofe repri- 
fals, which certainly put no ftop to the unjuft 
violence of the enemy, feem to me but very 
little conformable to humanity. 

The fon of Cicero, who had been proferibed 
together with his father, was now with Brutus, 
and not only efcaped the fury of the proferip- 
tion, but was afterwards advanced to the Con- 
fulfhip by O&avius, as we fhall fee in its pro¬ 
per place. 

Quintus Cicero and his fon had not fo happy The death 
a fate. The fon was taken firft, having been of Quintus 
betrayed by his (laves. His behaviour had ^ tctro * nd 
been the caufe of frequent vexations to his fa- / p p^ 
mily; and Cicero’s letters to Atticus are full Dio. 
of complaints againft him. Neverthelefs on 
this laft and melancholy occafion, he gave 
proofs of a filial tendernefs which can never be 
enough commended. He concealed his fa¬ 
ther, and tho’ deliver’d to the hands of the 
executioners, who tormented him in order to 
make him difeover the fecret, he obftinately 
kept a generous filence. But the father who 
was not far off, and heard all that paffed, 
could not endure that his fon fhould be fo 
cruelly treated on his account, and therefore 
he difeovered himfelf. There was a ftruggle 
between them who Ihould die firft, but the 

execu- 
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A- R- 739- executioner fettled that point, by cutting both 
*“■ c ' +) ' their throats at the fame time. 


L. Ctzfar 

farmed by 

bisfijUr , 
Antoirf s 

Kstber. 


The uncle of Antony was faved by his After 
Julia, the mother of the Triumvir. This lady 
received her brother into her houfe, where he 
continued quiet for fome time; becaufe the 
Centurions refpe&ed the mother of their.gene- 
rah There wasoneperfoo however, audacious 
enough to come with the fbldiers, and attempt 
to force an entry into the houfe, Julia pre- 
fented hcrfelf at the gate, and ftretching out 
her arms to hinder the affaflfms from paffing *, 
44 you fhall not kill Cacfar, fays fhe to them, 
“ till you have firft killed her who gave life to 
44 your general. 5 ’ However well accuftomed 
the foldiers were to infolcnce, and all forts of 


cruelties, they flopped Ihort at her generous 
declaration, and durft go no further. Then 
Julia, to deliver her brother entirely out of 
danger, went to the Forum,where Antony was, 
fitting on his tribunal with his two Colleagues, 
and addrefling herfelf to him, “ I come to ac- 
“ cufe myfelf, fays file, of concealing L. 
44 Csefar. Order me to be killed, fince death 
44 is alfo denounced againft thofe who fuccour 
44 any of the profcribed” Antony anfwered,> 
that (he was a better After than ftie had fhewn 


herfelf a mother, Ance, tho J fhe did not hinder 


L. Caefar from declaring her fon an enemy to 
the publick, foe neverthelefs wanted to refcue 
him from a juft vengeance. He could not 
however refuie his mother, and L. Cadar by 
her means enjoyed a perfect fatety. 

Lrfidus Paulus had not fuch great difficulty in ob- 
c t *£\ r n i0 taining favour from his brother Lepidus; for 
cfhstro- without any noife or buttle, a tacit commiffi- 
thr Pau- on of the Triumvir, and the refpedt which the 

foldiers 
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foldiers had for the brother of their general, a. r. 709. 
gave him an opportunity of going out of Italy,. Aa: ' c ‘ 43 ' 
He went to Brutus’s camp, and after the bat- 


and 


paffed 


without 


deigning to accept of that liberty which was 
granted him to return to Rome. 

There are {till remaining three of the num- TbtJeathi 
ber of the profcribed, whofe fate I ought to °f 
give an account of. The father-in-law of Pol-^ fr e ' n ' 
lio, having been happy enough to gain the fea ZVibtr 
and to embark, was overtaken by a ftorm. if Fionas, 
He was feized with a very ftrange kind of de- °f Po ' 
fpair, if we may believe Appian 1 and in order rm, "> 
that he might not perilh by lhipwreck,he threw oamm. 
himfelf into the lea. I find in the fame au¬ 
thor, amongft thofe whofe ungrateful fons de¬ 
manded and urged their death, one C. Tofa>- 
nius, an antient Praetor, who appears to be 
the tutor of O&avius whom I have mentioned. 

He was killed by the foldiers. The death of Plin. 
Plotius, the brother of Plancus was Angular in 3 - 
this refpeft, that he was difcovered by the ^ ' «. ax ' 
odour of the perfumes which he ufed even in his 
retreat. However he was not found at once; 
and his Haves, from a very commendable fi¬ 
delity, chofe rather to fuffer the torture than 
difcover their mafter. Plotius however de¬ 
livered them by difcovering himfelf, and was 
killed. 


Amidft this great number of innocent per- y trrti 
fons who deferved a better fate, one can hard- pnfiribiJ. 
ly much lament a famous criminal, whofe in- 
juflice and violence render him unworthy-of ail 
pity. This is Verres, who was accu&dTeveral 
years before by Cicero, and reduced to bamfii 

himfelf •, but afterwards returned to Rome, no 

doubt 
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Plin. 

XXXIV. 


Am $x- 



s re- 


u r Jxd in 
the fon of 
Oppius. 
Appian. 


a. r* 7 °9* doubt by virtue of that law of Csefar which 
Am ' c * 43 * recalled all exiles. The fame mad paffiofl 

which he had for thofe curious trifles, which 
had made him commit fo many crimes, was 
alfo the caufe of his death. He had three 
beautiful vafes of Corinthian brafs, which An¬ 
tony pafiionately longed for ; and upon Ver- 
res’s refufing to give them to the Triumvir, he 
was profcribed. 

With fuch a number of fo many melancholy 
objeds, let us mingle fome which are more 
tb^pitty of chearful, and amongft fo many crimes, give 

.. place to fome inftances of virtue. There is 

none appears to me more worthy of record* 
than that of a fon, who renewed the example 
of the piety of iEneas, with the like fuccefs. 
His father Appius, aged and infirm, feeing 
himfelf profcribed, did not think that what re¬ 
mained of a languifhing life was worth the 
pains of preferring, and was willing to wait 
for the murderers quietly at his own houfe. 
He could not however refill the preffing in- 
ftances and zeal of his fon, who took him on 
his fhoulders, and, loaded with this precious 
burden, went all over the city, unknown to 
fome, and commanding the refpeft of others 
by the beauty of fo commendable and gener* 
ous an aftion. As foon as they got out of 
Rome, the fon, fometimes aflifting his father 
to walk, and fometimes carrying him, when 
the fatigue was too great, conduced him to 
the fea, where he made him embark for Sicily, 
This admirable inftance of filial piety (hone 
forth in full luftre at a time, when, as I have 
laid, according to Velleius, all was full of ex¬ 
amples of unnatural fons. The people pre¬ 
ferred the remembrance of it, and fome time 

after- 
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•afterwards, when Rome was quieted, they made R C 7C9 '* 
young Oppius an edile. But the goods of' D ‘* ' 43> 
his father having been confifcated, the edile had 
not wherewithal to defray the expence of the 
games belonging to that office ; on which ac¬ 
count the workmen charged nothing for their 
labour, and the fpeftators, taxing themfelves 
willingly each according to his ability, threw 
upon the * Theatre a large quantity of filver, 
to make good, with regard to Oppius, the in- 
juftice of fortune. 

F. Calenus, who had always been attached, Varro put 
as may eafily be obferved. to Caefar and An- 7 ’"' 5 cufio 'h 
tony, afted as a faithful friend with regard to h^ ai{nus ' 
the learned Varro. The merit of this extraor¬ 
dinary man, who had diftinguiffied himfelf in 
arms as well as in letters, could not fail of ren¬ 
dering him odious to, and fufpefted by the 
Triumviri. Befides, he had been a friend and 
partizan of Pompey *, and in ffiort Antony, 
during Caffiar’s life-time, had taken from him 
. part of his property. The friends of Varro 
difputed the honour of fupporting him in his 
difgrace, and Calenus obtained the preference. 

He carried him to a country-houfe, where An¬ 
tony frequently came, without fufpecung in the 
leaft that a profcribed perfon of that impor¬ 
tance lodged under the fame roof with him. 

Thus Varro paffed all the time of danger in 
fafety ; after which he appeared again, having 
fuffered no other damage from the profcrip- A. Gel. 
tion, than the pillaging of his library. He 511 * ia 


* The Orchtftrea is the part the Senators and Veflals 
of the Roman theatre where fat . 


Voi.. XV. 


H 


lived 
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£\ r, c 7C ?‘ lived a long while after, and continued 1 his 

v learned labours as long as he lived, that is, to 
the age of a hundred years. 

Aaicus Atticus, an intimate friend of Cicero and 

Brutus, but who neverthelefs had done very 

'tL'Prr} cffential fervices to the family of Antony in 
feribtd. his misfortunes, received then the reward of fo 
Corr. Ne- moderate a conduft. He imagined he was 
p°s in A:- threatened, and not without foundation, for 
‘ 1C1 ‘ lta ‘ he was really profcribed. He therefore wifely 

reiolved to conceal himfelf, and his refuge was 
the houfe of P. Volumnius, who owed him 
very great and recent obligations. He Ihut 
himieif up there with Q. Gellius Canus, who 
had been his friend from his infancy, and * 5- 
lcmbled him perfectly in the gentlenefs of his 
manners. Volumnius was carefled by Antony, 
and the companion of his pleafures. How¬ 
ever, he had no occafion to make ufe of his 
credit with him in favour of Atticus. This 
Triumvir, who was doubtlels very cruel, but 
rather through pafiion and fury, than from his 
natural diipofition, which was capable of ge- 

nerofitv, remembered how much he owed to 
* ' 

Atticus, and being informed of the place where 
he concealed himlelf, he wrote to him with his 
own hand, affuring him that he had nothing to 
tear, neither for himfelf nor for Gellius Canus, 
tor that by his orders they were both rafed out 
of the lift of the profcribed. This was a dou¬ 
ble joy to Atticus to fave his companion, 
whofe friendfhip, which commenced when they 
were at fchool, conftantly increafed till they 
were both become old. 

* In eodem le£ulo k fpi- operum curfus exftin&us eft. 
ritos ejus, k egregiorum Vai. Max. viii, 7 . 

C. Nepos 
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C. Nepos commends greatly on this occa- 
fion the prudence of Atticus; and tho* the life Ap an e^ 
which he hascompofed of this illuftrious Ro -rick on kit 
man knight, is not void of panegyrick, 1 own P rt “j e ” ce 
that I fubferibe more willingly to hiselogiums,*^ uma ~ 
than to the invidious obfervations of the Abbe 
de S. Real. Why ihould not one adopt, for 
example, this refleftion of C Nepos ? “ If, * 
u fays he, we boaft of the (kill of a pilot who 
c< is capable of faving his vefiei in a (form, and 
cc from the (helves which lie fcattered under 
“ the waves, why (hould not we commend 
4< the prudence of a citizen who, amidil 
u fo many (forms in the Republick, could 
u fave himfelf from fhipwreck ?” This pru¬ 
dence is fo much the more commendable in 
Atticus, as it was always attended with good 
nature, generofity, and a determined inclina¬ 
tion to do good to all. Thus having efcaped 
himfelf from the danger of the profeription, he 
was the refource of a great number of the pro- 
feribed. He had lands - and ample pofleffions 
in Epirus •, and whoever among the proferibed 
retired there, found every thing he could with 
for as long as he pleafed to flay there. 

I cannot finifh this account of the pro- 
feribed better than with Meffalla, who was 
then young, but promifed all that could be^/^* 
expefted from a generous mind, and a iup c- prc/aifaJ. 
rior genius. We have a large commendati¬ 
on of him in a letter from Cicero to Brutus; 
and I (hall transcribe it here fo much the more 
willingly, as I (hall have occafionto fpeak af¬ 
terwards more than once of him who is the 


* Quod 6 gubern-tor pra> 
cipua Iaude fertur, qui na- 
vem cx hieme marique (copu- 
lof(? fervat; cur non fingula- 

H 


ris ejus exUlimetur pruden- 
.tia, qui ex tot tamque gra- 
vibus procellis civilibus ad 
incolujimaten) pervenit? 

2 fubjeft 
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a nfc 72 - Object of it. He had left Cicero to go and 
Ql * 'join Brutus, by whom he was extremely be¬ 
loved and efteemed. Cicero fays then to Bru¬ 
tus, u You a know him, and confequcntly it is 
u needlefs to give you a charadter of him ; 
<c but it is impoffible for me to pafs over in 
“ filence fuch accomplifhed merit. You muft 
cc not think to find any equal to Mefialla with 
“ regard to probity, uniformity of principles 
“ and conduct, and a warm and firm attach- 
“ ment to the Republick •, that eloquence, in 
“ which he greatly excels, can fcarce find a 
“ place among fuch a multitude of extraordi- 
“ nary talents which he poffeffes. Even in his 
46 eloquence, wifdom fhines forth and predo- 
“ minates *, fo much does folidity of judg- 
44 ment, and the moft extenfive capacity guide 
“ him in his ftudies, and diredt him to the 
“ pureft and moft refined tafte. He has na- 
<£ turally a fublime turn of mind, but there is 
“ joined with it an aftivity and affiduity which 
“ leem to difpute with it the glory of his fuc- 
u ceffes.” It was this young man fo worthy 
of perfonal efteem, and befides honourable by 
his high birth, whom the Triumviri pro- 
icribed, under a falfe pretence that he was an 
accomplice in Cxfar’s murder. But Meffalla 

* Cave exiftimes, Brute, here videatur. Quanquam 
{quanquam non eft necefTe in hac ipfa fapicntia pin* 
ea me ai te q:re tibi nota apparet: ita gravi judicio 
font fcribere : fed tamen multaque arte fe exercuit in 
tantam omnium laudum ex- veriffimo genere cicendi. 
cellentiam non queo filentio Tanta autem indultria eft, 
pneterire) cave putes, probi- tantumque evigilat in Audio, 
tate. cor.ftaatia, curi, Audio ut non maxima ingenio, 
Reipubliex qaidquam illi fi- quod in eo fummum eft, 
mileefie: ut eloquentia, qua gratia habenda videatur. 
mirabiliter excellit, vix in GV. ad Brut, i. 15. 
eo locum ad laud and urn ha- 


had 
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had nothing to fear from their cruel injuftice, A, nt R ^ 7 ° 9 ‘ 
h caule he was in the army of Brutus. It was Appian! 3 * 
either upon this account, or fliame, or the 
hopes or gaining him over to their party, that 
the Triumviri pubiilhed a proclamation to the 
fol.owingeffeft; As the relations ofMeffalla 

“ have certified to us, that he was not in Rome 
“ at the time that Csefar was killed, we erafe 
“ his name out of the lift of the proferibed.” 

Meffalla took no more notice of their pardon 
than he had done of their anger ; and he re¬ 
mained to the end faithful to Brutus, for whom 
he had a refpeft and tendernefs which nothing 
could efface. 

• I mull beg leave to flop here, and refer to Particular 
Appian fuch of my readers who defire to know ob/ervati - 
all the adventures of the proferibed. I fhall^^^ 
only remark briefly, fome fingular inftances^ r ^ # 
worthy to be remembered ; and I fhall men- piin. vii. 
tion one Fiduflius, who was formerly pro- 43 - 
feribed by Sylla, and efcaped death at that 
time, but unfortunately fuffered under the Tri¬ 
umviri, having been anew proferibed by them 
at the end of thirty years, only becaufe he had 
been proferibed once before; one Nonius, who Plin. 
was proferibed on account of an opal which he xxxvji. 
had of the bignefs of a filbert, which he kept at 
the peril of his life, and of all that he pof- 
feffed : in fine, a young child, named Atilius, Appian. 
whofe riches having excited the avarice of the Dio. 
Triumviri, they made him put on the Toga vi- 
rilis, fo that he might be reputed a man, and 
they proferibed him as fuch. 

Thus avarice and cruelty united together to 
torment the unfortunate Romans, fo that thole 
might be reckoned happy who were permitted 
to ranfom their lives by immenfe fums, which 

H 3 they 
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• R - '°9* they gave to Antony and his wife. For Ful- 
Fuhia * 3 v "ia niade a confideraole figure in this profcrip- 
jzcJih :* don, and it is reported that the head of one of the 

iufferers having been brought to. Antony,he faid, 
“ 1 am not acquainted with that head ; but ve- 
“ ry likely it is an affair of my wife’s.” Which 
was really the cafe, for he was put into the fa**, 
tal lift by the orders of Fulvia, to whom he 
had rtfufed to fell his houfe. And that no 
body might doubt of the caufe of his fuffering, 
his head, inftead of being carried to. the Fo 
rum, like thofe of the others who were pro- 
fcribed, was expofcd on the very houfe which he 
would not part with. 

It was chiefly upon Antony that the odium 
cf fo many cruel indignities fell, fo much the 
mere as he lurpaffed Octavius in age, and Le- 
pidus in power j and befides, he feemed to. 
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ue himfelf upon infulting the pubiick mile- 
ries, by thofe exceffes which he plunged himfelf 
into at that very time. His houfe, which was 
frequently fhut to magiftrates and military of¬ 
ficers, who were rejected with ignominy, was 
filled with buffoons and players, and wretched 
flatterers, given up to the moft lhameful glut¬ 
tony i and he fquandered away, amongft the 
worft of mankind, that money which was the 
price of the blood of the moft illuftrious citi¬ 
zens. 

Tm sdins Lepidus and Plancus were willing to (hare 
tr iufr.pbi f with him the pubiick hatred by the triumph 
Upnui' which they caufed to be decreed to them in this 
and u:*- conjuncture, for frivolous exploits which they 

pretended to have done in Gaul. They had 
the barbarous infclence, amidft fo many fub- 
jects cf mourning and tears, and while the 

ftreets of Rome were ft:earning with blood, to 

iffu 
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iflue a proclamation for publick rejoicings at 
their triumphs. They were Confuls eleft, and pj g h, aJ?’ 
triumphed the laft days of the year, Plancus nal. 
the twenty-ninth, and Lepidus the thirty-firft 
of December, both of them heartily curfed by 
the citizens. The foldiers too were of the fame 
mind, and in following the chariot of the tri¬ 
umphers, they fung this verfe, which has been . 
preserved to us by Velleius: De Germarits , non Vell.fi.67. 
de Galliduo triumphant Confutes. “ It is not 
u over the Gauls which the Confuls triumph,. 
ct but over their brothers whom they have 
“ profcribed.” The Spirit of this Latin verfe 
cannot be well tranfiated into another language, 
becaufe the word Germani is the Latin name for 
the people of Germany, and in that language 
fignifies brothers. 

The cruelties of triumviral Profcription Rtfuges 
were confined within the bounds of Italy. All 
thofe who could efcape from that unfortunate ^^' m 
country,- found protectors to relieve them. Bru- of Italy, 
tus and Caffius, the one in Macedonia, the'other ejpdally 
in Afia, and Cornificius in Africa, faved a great 
number of them, but there was none more fer- m P mi ' 
viceable to them than Sextus Pompeius. 

This only heir of fo great and unfortunate a ^PP ,an> 
family, after having been condemned, as I faid AJ, °* 
before, amongft the authors of Csefar’s death, 
tho 5 they could not even impute fo much as a 
fufpicion to him, was neverthelefs put into the 
lift of the profcribed. He had recourfe to his 
fword to be revenged of thefe unjuft and odious 
proceedings, and making ufe of the title of 
Commander-general of the feas, which had 
been given him at a time when the Senate had 
fome influence in the Republick, he affembled 
together as many veffels as he could, and re- 

H 4 ceived. 
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• ceived, without diftinction, all thofe who were 

’ difpofed to ferve him. Pyrates, (laves, robbers 
and all were welcome to him. But befides 
thefe, there were men of a different (lamp, in¬ 
habitants of the towns of Italy, who were to be 
facrihced as a recompcnce to the Legions of 
the Triumviri, who hocked together to range 
themielves under him, whom they looked up¬ 
on as their revenger, and augmented his forces. 
He foon found himfelf powerful enough not 
only to keep poffeflion o: the fea of Tufcany, 

to pillage, make incurfions. and take veffels in 
the ports of Italy, but alfo to make himfelf 
mafter of a part of Sicily, forcing Pompeius 
Bithynicus, who was then Prsetor of it, to let 
him (hare in the command. 

Ail this was done during the courfe of the 
Profcription, and put him in a condition to 
afford the moft favourable refuge for the pro- 
fcribed, to which he applied himfelf with great 
zeal and generofity. He caufed to be fixed 
up in Rome, and in all the great towns of Italy, 
placarts, by which he promifed, to thofe who 
fhould fave one of the proferibed, double-the 
fum which the Triumviri gave for each head 
which was brought them. He ftation’d boats, 
barks, and ftiips of war along the coaft, to give 
notice by fignals to the unfortunate perfens 
who hid themfelves, and to receive ail thofe 
who could get on board. Whenever any of 
the proferibed got to him, he received them 
gracioufly, furmlhed them with cloaths and all 
other neceffaries, and to fuch as were capable, 
gave commiffions in his legions, or on board 
the fleet. He kept his faith with them to the 
laft, and never made any treaty with the Tri¬ 
umviri afterwards, wkrein the fafery of the 

pro- 
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profcribed, who chofe to return to their coun- R. 7*9- 
try, was not ftipulated. nt ‘ c ’ 

I have already obferved, that the avarice of Exattim 
the Triumviri equalled their cruelty, and was °f 7rim 
even frequently the principal motive of it. The umwra(f • 
immenfe fums which were produced from the 
confifcation of the goods of the profcribed, was 
not fufficient for them ; whether it was owing 
to their bring as ill managed as they were ac¬ 
quired ; or whether it was, that the avarice of 
the foldiers was a vaft gulf which nothing could 
fill up. As the troops were fenfible that they 
were neceffary to their generals, who flood in- 
difpenfibly in need of the force of arms, to keep 
poffeffion of a power wholly founded on vio¬ 
lence, and detefted by all the citizens; neither 
officers nor foldiers kept within any bounds, but 
gave a loofe to their defires, and extravagant 
demands. They not only adjudged to them- 
felves the greateft part of the fpoils of the pro¬ 
fcribed, but they plundered their houfes, and 
rendered themfelves by force the heirs of thofe 
who died a natural death. In fhort, their in- 
folence was carried fo far, that Atia, the mother 
of Oftavius, dying at that time, there was one 
of the foldiers, who had the boldnefs to de¬ 
mand that he might fucceed as her fon. The 
Triumviri then were far from receiving as 
much as they expe&ed from the fale of the 
goods of the profcribed ; and after this was 
over, they gave notice to the people, that they 
mu ft ftill have eight hundred millions of fefter- 
ces to defray the expence of the war which they 
were going to undertake (fix millions two hun¬ 
dred and fixtv fix thoufand four pounds fter- 
ling.) 


In 
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£\ R C ' C -?' ^ or der to raife this fum, there was no ex- 

' 4j *tortion nor rapine which they did not putin 
practice. Taxes upon the rich, double duties 
of all kinds, taking away from the veftals trea¬ 
sures in trull ed to their care, oppreflions and 
chicanery ufed againft the pofieffors of lands 
and houies, all was put in practice. Thus they 
amaffed confiderable fums, part of which they 
were obliged to give a ftiare of to thofe whofe 
affiftance was abfolutely neceffary ; fo that 
there was an univerfal change made at that 
time in the fortunes of the Republick, and pof- 
feffioos paffed from the hands of the rich to 
thofe who but a little before had no other fund 
or revenue but their fwords. 


A tax im- 

p9i'<d by 
then on the 

iaem. 


One of the moft fingular expedients made 
uie of by the Triumviri, in order to raife mo¬ 
ney, was a tax on the women. I mention it 
here becaufe I chufe to join together every 
thing which regards the violence of the 
Triumviri, tho’ probably enough this was not 
done till the year after. They made out a lift 
then of fourteen hundred ladies of the beft 


quality, and the richeft in the city, whom 
they order’d to make a declaration of their 
eftates, that they might be taxed with fuch 
fums as fhouid be thought proper *, and this 
under the penalty of conftication to all who 
Ihould refufe, or make fraudulent reports; and 
in order to diicover the traud, if any Ihould be 
guilty of it, they promikd a reward to. fuch 
as ihould detect them. 


The ladies were not wanting to themfelves 
on this occafion. Thev had recourie to the 

4 

protection of Oft a via, the filter of young 
Caefar, and to Julia the mother or Antony, 
of whom they received very obliging pro- 

nines. 
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miles. But Fulvia, that haughty and arrogant A- R -7°9* 

. . « o j 11 li • ■« Ant. C. At. 

woman, having rejected all their petitions 
with difdain, they were piqued at the affront, 
and went to the Forum to addrefs the Trium¬ 
viri themfelves. A refpeft for their birth and 
rank having engaged the mob, and even the 
guards to feparate and make room for them, 
they approached the tribunal, and Hortenfia, 
the daughter of the orator Hortenfius, fpoke 
in the name of all the reft. This lady’s fpeech 
is to be found in Appian, and it appears to 
me to be too well compofed to fiifpeft it, as 
having been done by that author. I lhall 
therefore tranferibe it as an original, and 
copy’d after the memoirs of the times. 

44 We followed at firft, faid Hortenfia, the Hortmfia's 
“ laws of modefty which become us, in bz-ipeechon 
“ ginning by. addrefling ourfelves to perfons !hls M- 
“ of our own fex, in order to obtain juftice ; ^‘ 
u by their means. But having been treated 
* 4 by Fulvia with an indecent haughtinefs, we 
“ find ourfelves obliged to prefent our com- 

cc plaints immediately to you.” 

44 You have taken from us our fathers, 

** our children, our hufbands and brothers, 

<c and if you take from us our goods, you re- 
“ duce us to a fituation which is neither 
44 fuitable to our birth, our manner of living, 

“ nor to our fex. If you alledge that you 
“ have fuffered an injury from our hands, 

44 proferibe us as you have done the men. 
u But if even our weaknefs juftifies us to 
44 you, if we have neither declared any of 
“ you enemies to the publick, nor corrupted 
the fidelity of the foldiers, nor font armies 
“ againft you, .nor laid any difficulties in your 
* 4 way to thofe honours and offices which you 

2 44 havq 

■ 
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a. r. 7=9* “ have been ambitious of poffeffing, why 

Aot. c. 43 u fhouij we have any fhare in the punifh- 

“ ment, when we had no part in the offence ? 
u And why fhould we be loaded with taxes, 

“ who neither difpute with you the power, 

“ nor command of legions, nor any part of 
u publick authority, to invade which you 
“ carry things to fo great excefs ? 

66 But you tell us that you have a war to 
“ fupport. And pray when has mankind 
44 been free from war? And yet has any of 
sc them thought of impofing a tax on the wo- 
<c men upon that account? The univerfal con- 
44 fent of nations has confirmed this exception, 

“ which nature herielf has granted us. Our 
“ ancefl-ors, it is true, in the extreme exigency 
41 the Republick was in, when attacked by 
44 Hannibal, contributed towards the expences 
44 ofiheftate; but they did it voluntarily. 
“ That which they gave was not levied upon 
€c their eftates, their dowries, and houfes, 
44 refources without which free women can- 
44 not live. They only appropriated to it the 
54 ornaments of their pcrfons. Nay further, 
44 they were neither fubjeft to any eftimation, 
44 nor informations of accufers. There was 
44 neither force nor conftraint, and they de- 
44 termined freely, as well upon the quantity 
44 of the contribution, as upon the thing 
44 it felt. What is then the danger which 
44 you apprehend at prefent, with regard to 
44 the country and the empire ? In cafe there 
44 was a war with the Gauls or Partisans, you 
44 fhould find us ready to renew the example 
44 of our anceftors. But as to civil wars, the 
44 gods forbid that we fhould'help you with 
41 our contributions, or facilitate the means of 

44 deftroying 
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“ deftroying one another. We were charged A. R. 709. 
“ with no taxes in the war between Casfar Anl * c ' 4S * 


<1 


u 


(C 


and Pompey, neither Cinna, nor Marius, 
nor even Sylla himfelf, that tyrant of the 
Republick, which you pretend to re- 
“ form, ever attempted to commit fuch a 
u violence.” 

This fpeech was too free and judicious not 
to difpleafe the Triumviri. They were offend¬ 
ed at the boldnefs of the weaker fex, while 
thofe men who were opprefs’d durft neither 
raife their heads, nor open their mouths. 

They. therefore wanted to caufe the Mors to 
pufh back the ladies. But the whole crowd 
which filled the place, fignifying by a fhout 
that they difapproved of this violence, they put 
on a gentler tone, and promifed to confider the 
affair again. Their moderation however did 
not go fo far as to retraft the injuftice fully, it 
was a great deal for them to retrench the num¬ 
ber, and tax only four hundred ladies inftead 
of fourteen hundred. 

I have faid, according to Appian, that it Vtnttim 
had been regulated in the ifland of the Reno, " mad$ 
that O&avius fhould yield the Confulfhip to ^ u J' r 
Ventidius. He was a man worthy of the . 
greateft honours, if the thing had been done in fortune. 
a more regular manner. His fortune was in- Aul. Gel 
deed very furprizing. I have mentioned elfe- xv - 4 - 
where, that he had been led in triumph, when Vol. IX. 
he was aim oft a child, in the Social war, by Book> 3 * 
Pompeius Strabo. It is doubtlefs that great 
mortification which has given occafion to Tome 
to fay, that he was of low birth ; tho 5 proba¬ 
bly he was the fon of one of the chiefs of the 
allies which revolted againft Rome. Being re¬ 
duced to great mifery he ferved at firft as a 

private 



no 
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• private foldier, and didinguifhed himfelf in 
' this lowed rank of the army. With a view of 
pufhing his fortune, he undertook to fumidi 
mules to carry the equipages of the camp, and 
he fet out to follow this low bufxnels with 
Csefaris army in Gaul. That great man, who 
had uncommon judgment and penetration in 
didinguilhing merit, picked out Ventidius in 
that ebfcure ftation. He employ’d him in his 
army, and having been pleafcd’with his fervice, 
when he became mader of the Republick, he 
made him a Senator, then Tribune or the people, 
and at lad defigned him for Praetor for that 
year, the events of which I am now writing. 
Ventidius in his prctorfhip, Ihewed himfelf, 
as we have feen, attached to Antony, and 
ferved him with fidelity and courage. In re- 
compence he was fird honoured with the dig¬ 
nity of Pontiff, and very foon after, by the 
mod fingular didindtion, and contrary to all 
rules, he was advanced to the rank of Conful, 
while he was aftually inveded with the charge 
of Prcetor. His promotion to the Confulflhip, 
compared with his former condition, occafion- 
ed a great deal of murmurings *, and we find 
in Auius Gellius, verfes upon this fubjedt 
fcattered among the publick. “ Come * hither, 
fays the poet, all you who are drilled in the 
“ art of explaining prodigies. A very extra- 
“ ordinary one has jud now happened. He 
“ who drefs’d mules, is become a Conful.” 
This man, the objedt of the derifion of low 
jeders, is neverthelefs the only Roman, as we 
fhall afterwards have occafion to relate, who, 


• Concurrite omnes augure?, barufpices : 
Portentum inufitatum confinum ell recens, 
Nam mulos qui fricabac, Condi factus eft. 


till 
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ic time that Plutarch wrote* had triu 
'er the Parthians. He oitlv enjove 


III 


Conlulihip during a part of the month of De¬ 
cember, together with C. Corinnas, formerly 
one of CsefaPs lieutenants in Spain, who was 
deputed in the room of Pedius. 

The Triumviri followed Caefar’s maxims Appian. 
in multiplying the nominations of offices, £>*<>• 
in order to reward a greater number of fob- 
jefts. Thus the Pnetorlhip of Ventidius, as 
loon as he became Conful, was given to one 
of the Ediles; and all the Praetors were 

4 

.obliged to lay down their offices five days be¬ 
fore the end of the year, in order that others 
might be put in their places for this fhort 
time, and thereby enjoy both the title and 
rank of the antient Praetors. 

The tyrannical government of the Triumviri Civic 
was the objeft of the publick hatred. But^^^- 
theywho detefted it in private, adorned it in 
the Senate by honourary decrees, which fear Tnumriri ' 
alone extorted from them. They yielded to 
them all the honours formerly bellowed on the 
benefaftors and faviours of the State * and par¬ 
ticularly decreed them Civic crowns, which 
after all the blood they had fhed in Rome 
and Italy, became only the monuments and 
reproaches of their cruelty. 

M. JEmilius Lepidus, II. 

L. Munatius Plancus. 

Lepidus, with the confent of his colleagues, 
had affumed the place of Conful, which D. 

Brutus, named hy Cxfar, had left vacant by 
his death. Plancus too enjoyed the benefit of 
C^far’s nomination. They both therefore took 

poffcffion 


A. R. 71a, 
Ant. C, 4*. 
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A. R. 71c. 
Ant. C. 42. 


pofieffion of the Confullhip the firft of January. 
But there was no equality between the two Con¬ 
fuls, for the triumviral power gave Lepidus 
a fuperiority, which reduced Plancus to a de¬ 
pendence, that left him only the fliadow of 
a Confulfhip , and all the Confuls which fol¬ 
lowed, found themfelves almoft in the fame 
cafe with Plancus. The laft citizens who 


enjoyed, properly fpeaking, the Confular 
authority, were thofe of the preceding year, 
Hirtius and Panfa. 


TheTri- The Triumviri were greatly interefted to 

render refpeftable the memory of Csfar, 

diZot'the w h°fc partizans and avengers they declared 
axs of themfelves to be, and to whofe place each of 
Cafar , them afpired. From this motive they renew- 
tndmake cc j confirmed all the honours which had 

keen decreed to him, and befides added fome 
fami. new ones which I fhall not trouble the reader 

with the difagreeable detail of. I fhall only 
obferve, that they introduced that year a cuf- 
tom which ever after continued. For, the firft 
of January, they fwore to obferve the adts 
of Caefar, and made others do the like. Ac¬ 
cording to this example every year on the 
fame day, as long as the form of government 
eftablilhed by Auguftus fubfifted, they renew¬ 
ed this oath in the name of the reigning Em¬ 
peror, and of all his predeceffors, excepting 
thofe who had been difgraced by a decree of 
the Senate. 


Tty op • All the precautions which C^far had taken 

point Mo- to eftablifh his power, ferved as rules and 

f^focrat m °d e l s for the Triumviri. Thus in imitation 
jJtT™ °f they appointed magtftrates for feveral 

years ^ by which means they made themfelves 
new creatures, and confirmed their power by 

eftablifhing 



JEmilius II. and Munatios, Confuls. 113 

eftablifhing for a long time all the branches of ^ t R c 7I °; 
authority in the hands of thofe who were ‘ 4 * 
attached to them. 

But the chief affair which employed them 
was the war againft Brutus and Caffius, whofe 
forces gave them, very juftly, great difquiet. 

I have already related the firft and rapid in- 
creafe of the party of thefe two irreconcileable 
enemies to tyranny. They became ftill 
ftronger, and performed a great many re¬ 
markable things during the laft months of the 
preceding year, and the firft months of that 
we are now entered upon ; for which reafon 
we muft now give an account of them. 

§. II. 

Brutus enters Thrace, and there makes war fnc- 
cefsfully. Money coined by his order . He 
paffes over into Afia y equips a fleet, and ac¬ 
quaints Caffius with it. Brutus and Caffius 
re-join at Smyrna. They aft together in a per¬ 
fect good underflanding. Caffius fubjefts the 
Rhodians. He ufes them roughly. Brutus 
carries the war into Lycia. His gentlenefs . 

The rage of the Xanthians . Brutus and Caffius 
meet at Sardes. A very warm debate between 
them. Favonius diverts them from it. The 
conduEl and views of Caffius were lefs pure than 
thofe of Brutus. A pretended apparition diff 
covered to Brutus. Ottavius and Antony 
crofs the fea , and enter Macedonia with their 
troops. Brutus and Caffius being- arrived at 
Seftos , they review their army. The magnificent 
appearance of that army . Money difin bated to 
the foldiers. Brutus and Caffius advance beyond 
Philippi . A defeription of the country about 

Vol. XV. I the 
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the ciiy of Philippi. The encampment of Brutus 
and Coffv.s. Antony, and afterwards OBavius, 
arrives cppofite to them , and mumps at a fmall 
difiance. The dfadvantage of their Situation. 
The firji battle cf Philippi . Brutus is conqueror: 
Coffins is defeated. Cafjrus through precipitate 
defpair kills himfeif. The death of Cqffius gives 
a fuptriority to the Triumviri . OBavius , who 
was ill , bad but little Jhare in the aBion. 
Brutus re-animates the courage of Coffins’s 
fildhrs. The embarafjment of his filuation. 
The feet which he had in the Ionian fea de¬ 
ft ro\ s a powerful reinforcement which was fent 
to the Triumviri. He is not informed of that 
important ev-.nt. A refieBion of Plutarch on 
this fibjeB. The fecond battle of Philippi. The 
death of Cato's fin. Brutus runs a rijk of 
being taken > and only avoids that misfortune by 
the genercfily of a friend . The lafi moments of 
Brutus. His blajpbemy againfi virtue . His 
death. Antony caufes the lafi honours to be 
paid to his body . OBavius fends his head • to 

Rome. The death of Portia , the wife of Brutus. 
The names of the mcfi illuflrious per fins who 
were Jlain at Philippi. Livius Drufus , the 
father cf Livia , kills himfeif. The cruelty of 
OBavius. The republican party perifhes with 
Brutus. The remains cf the vanquifhed army 
furrender themfehes to the Triumviri . A fine 
txpreffm of Meffalla to OBavius. The re - 
• union of all the naval forces of the vanquifhed 
party. Marcus conveys part of them to Sextus 
Pcmpeius , and Domitius with the other keeps 
the fea for feme time without acknowledging any 
chief. An allegory of Horace , with regard to 

ibefe lafi troubles of the republicans. 
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having efcaped from the battle of Philippi\ finds 
a nfounce in his genius for poetry. n ' * 4 “* 


B RUTUS not being able to put himfelf in Brutus en. 

a condition to pats fpcedily enough into Uri J^f a:t 
Italy, to defend it againft the Triumviri, pre- a *J e ^* ar 
pared himfelf to receive them. He embraced / u:c ff u iip 
an opportunity, which prefented itfelf, of lead- Appian. 
ing his army into Thrace, to which he was Di0 - 
prompted by the double advantage of exer- 
cifing his troops by fighting againft a warlike 
nation, and having an opportunity of acquir¬ 
ing to himfelf the title of lmperator , an honour 
which was by no means ufelefs to him in his 
prefent fituation. He entered therefore into 
Thrace, to put himfelf in poflefllon of a pro¬ 
vince where Sadales reigned, who when he 
was dying bequeathed it to the Romans. Be- 
fides as the Belli, a very fierce nation, incom¬ 
moded their neighbours, by incurfions and 
robberies, he propofed to fupprefs them * and 
afiifted by one of the kings of Thrace, call’d 
Rhefcuporis, tho’ at firlt he fu fife red a check, 
yet he terminated afterwards thefe two enter- 
prizes to his honour. 

Befides Thrace furnifhed him with money, 
of which he flood greatly in need. For his 
character of gentlenefs, clemency, and gene- 
rofity prevented, or at leaft rendered lefs fuccefs- 
ful, many of the means of furnifhing his mili¬ 
tary cheft ^ which being only to be executed by 
the force of arms, are no lefs hard and tyran¬ 
nical in themfelves, than war itfelf. It was there¬ 
fore extremely fortunate for him, that a princefs, 
named Polemocratia, whofe hulband, who- 
reigned over part of Thrace, had been afiaf- 
finated by an oppofite- faftion, came to take 

I 2 refuge 
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A q R ’c 7I °* re ^ u B e * n t ^ e R° man cam P* with her fon, who 
* 4 ~' was very young, and all her treafures. Brutus 
fent the young prince to Cyzica, to be educated 
there in a manner becoming his birth, and 
converted into money the treafures of Polemo- 
cratia. He wanted that this money fhould be 
L a monument of an aftion, which he looked 

CVtTlfS. O'! * 

»:.< "order. upon as the bed he had ever done. It bore 

on one fide the image of Brutus, and on the 
other a cap, the fymbol of liberty, between two 
poinards; and upon the exergue was ftamped 
the ides of March, the day on which Caefar 
was killed. There are fome of thefe pieces 
ftill preferved in the cabinets of the curious. 

Ht ;ares Brutus having caufed his army to pais into 
f-t* Afia, took care to equip a powerful fleet in the 
' VJu ; pons of Bithynia and Cyzica ^ and while they 
TXarj were employed about this, he travelled over 
Attaints the country, giving orders to princes, and 
c .-jjas deputies of towns, gaining all their hearts, and 

eilablifhing over all, with peace and tranquil- 
lity, the love of his government. In the mean 
time he wrote to Caffius, who, after having 
eitabliihej his authority over all Syria and 
Cilicia, and demanded of thofe towns which re¬ 
futed him, and particularly that of Tarfus, 
enormous contributions, was preparing to go 
into Egypt to puniih Cleopatra for the al¬ 
ii [lance which fhe had given to Dollabella. 
Brutus diverted him from this defign, by re- 
prefenting to him, that they had not propofed 
to acquire a power for their own convtniency ; 
but that it was to deliver their country from ty¬ 
rants who oppreffed it, that they affembled their 
forces from all quarters. That therefore if they 
intended to be faithful to their plan, and not 
lofe the object in view, they ought not to re¬ 
move 
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move themfelves further from Italy, but, on 
the contrary, to make hafte to fupply their ’ ' 4 ~* 
fellow citizens with the fuccours which they 
flood in need of. 

Caffius yielded to thefe remonftrances, and Brutus 
began his march to approach towards Brutus. and ^ a f IU5 
It was at Smyrna that they firft faw one an- 
other again after their parting at the port of 
Piraus, the one turning towards Syria, and 
the other towards Macedonia. The fight of 
the forces, with which they were attended, 
caufed a reciprocal joy in both, and a furprif- 
ing confidence. In fhort, having quitted Italy, 
like unfortunate exiles, without having one 
Angle veflel of war, one foldier, or town 
under their command, after a fhort interval 
they met again, well furniffied with infantry, 
cavalry, money, and in a condition of fup- 
porting a conteft, where the fate of the Ro¬ 
man empire was the fubjedt 

They ftrove which of them fliould behave 7^ acl 
with moft politcnefs to the other. Caffius toother in 
contented himlelf with an equality ; but Bru- aprffi 
tus yielded to him the honours, and went <° odundcr ‘ 
moft frequently to vifit him, becaufe Calfius^^^* 
was older, and in a more infirm ftate of 
health. 

They concerted the plan of their operations; 
and as the Lycians and the Rhodians had ob- 
ftinately refilled to grant them any affiftance, 
they refolved to begin by reducing thefe two 
nations, in order that they might leave no¬ 
thing undone behind them, while they were 
engaged againft the Triumviri. Brutus charg¬ 
ed himfelf with the Lycians, and Caffius with 
the Rhodians. 



Their 
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a fc 71 -' Their mutual good underftanding continued 
' f2, firm even with regard to the money, which 
occafions fo many difputes amongft mankind. 
Brutus alledged, that having employed towards 
the equipment ot a fleet, for the defence of the 
common caule, all the money which he was 
able to amals, he had a right to demand of 
Caffius a part of his. But the friends of Caflius 
maintain’d, on the other hand, that it was not 
reafonabie that thofe fums which had been 
railed by very troublefome means, and ma¬ 
naged with aeconomy, fhould be divided with 
Brutus, who would gain to himfelf all the 
honour of them, by means of ill placed and 
extravagant bounties. But Caffius was more 
equitable r han his friends, and yielded to Bru¬ 
tus the third ot his treafure. 

j) ^ i They further agreed perfe&ly well in an 

XLVH act of clemency towards a very unworthy ob¬ 
ject. Gailius Popiicoia the brother of Meffalla, 
but very different from him, having formed 
the horrid defign of affaffinating Brutus, had 
obtained pardon in confideration of his brother. 
Some time after he renewed the fame attempt 
againft Caflius, and was convifted of it by the 
tdtimony of Pol la his mother, who being wil¬ 
ling to fave Caflius, and obtain pardon for her 
fon, thought the beft means of fucceeding was 
to difcover the criminal herlelf. Brutus-and 
Camus were fo good as to pardon him. But 
bad hearts are net to be worked upon by afts 
oi indulgence and generofity *, for Gellius, the 
very fir ft opportunity, betrayed his chiefs to 
whom he was fo much obliged, and went over 
to the enemy’s camp. 

After feme fray at Smyrna the two generals 
departed ior the tv .• expeditions which they 

had 
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had projected. Caffius, to whofe lot the car- a. R- 7 *°- 

rying on the war againft the Rhodians fell, nt ' * 42 * 

knowing that he had to do with a courageous the 

people and remarkably ftrong at fea, he caufed \tln anS% 

both his land and lea forces to be put in Appian. 

motion at the fame time. Their rendezvouz Dio. 
was at the town of Myndus in Caria. Plat. Brut. 

There was a party at Rhodes which wanted 

them to fubmit to Caffius. But the moft fen- 


fible party is too commonly the moft f< eble. 
The body of the people, animated by fome rafh 
and fa&ious perfons, wanted to make refif- 
tance, and did not doubt of fuccefs. The 


glory of their anceftors allured them of it, and 
they called to mind with pleafure Demetrius 
and Mithridates, princes a great deal morecic. ad 
powerful than Caffius, who were obliged tofam. 
retire fhamefully from before Rhodes. Since U* 
the battle of Pharfalia the Rhodians had 


aftually turned their backs upon that party, 
which ftood up for the liberty of the antient 
government in Rome. They (hut their gates 
againft Pompey in his flight. After the death 
of Cadar, they attached themfelves to Dolla- 
bella, and refufed their affiftance to all thole 
who made war againft him. Unluckily for 
the town they perfifted in the fame plan when 
Caffius approached ; and inftead of promifing 
him full fatisfaftion, they infultingiy propoled 
to him to wait for the orders of the Senate, 


which was then fitting at Rome, thereby 
meaning the orders of the Triumviri. 

One may eafily judge in what manner Caffius, 
one of the moft paffionate of all mankind, re¬ 
ceived this infulting meffage. He only an- 
fwered it with menaces, and threatenings. with 
which the Rhodians were not lb much affe&ed 
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a. R. 710- as they ought to have been. They made but 
Dl * 'one attempt to (often him, by fending to him 

Archelaus, their fellow citizen, who had in- 
ftructed him in the Greek •, for in Rhodes there 
wasafchool for allthe fciences, and there Cafiius 
had been inftrudted during his youth. Arche¬ 
laus acquitted himfelf of his commiffion in the 
mod tender and pathetick manner *, but Cafiius 
content to have fliown a great deal of friend- 
{hip to his old mafter, remained inexorable 
with regard to the principal point. 

There was then a neceflity of coming to 
blows, and the Rhodians were rafh enough to 
rifk a naval engagement. Dio reports, that 
they carried their infolence fo far, as to dif- 
play to the eyes of the Romans, the chains 
which they had prepared for them. But this 
excefs of folly and blindnefs does not appear 
probable. It is certain however that after they 
were twice vanauilhed they were ftill fo obfti- 
nste as to let the Roman troops approach, and 
allow themfeives to be befieged both by fea 
and land. Neverthelefs at that time, thofe who 
were dehror.s of peace took upon them, and 
began to negotiate with Fannius and Lentulus, 
who commanded the fiege by land. But while 
they were debating, Cafiius, who went on 
board the feet himfelf, and governed the at¬ 
tack on the fide of the port, appeared all at 
once in the middle of the town, with a num¬ 
ber of chokn men, without having either 
made a breach in the walls or fealed them. The 


pofterns on cm fide ot the fta had been open 
to them by fomc of the mod fcnnble men of 
Rhoucs, who icaring to lee their town taken 
oy a (fault, thought they could not be too 
ipeedy ir. preventing fj great a mifchkf. 



* 

* ^ 
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An expreffion of Caffius feemed at firft to 
promife moderation for when a great many He treais 
ialuted him by the names of mafter and king, them 
he quite rejeded thofe titles, faying that his roughly. 
greateft glory was to have killed him who 
dared to make himfelf mafter and king in 
Rome. But the reft of his conduft did not 
anfwer to this beginning. He caufed a tri¬ 
bunal to be erefted in the middle of the Forum, 
and fixed at the fide of it a halberd, as a fign 
that he propofed to treat Rhodes as a town 
taken by force. He condemned to death, and 
caufed to be executed in his prefence fifty of 
the principal authors of the rebellion, and pro¬ 
nounced the fentence of banifliment on twenty 
five others, who had fled or abfconded. It is 
true that he aflured the reft of the inhabitants 
of their lives and liberties, having forbid his 
troops, on pain of death, to excrcife any vio¬ 
lence againft their pcrfons. He further forbid 
them to pillage, but this was only with de- 
fign to plunder it himfelf ^ for it was one of 
the richeft cities of all Afia. Accordingly he 
took pofitfiion of all the treafure, and every 
thing of value, which belonged to the publick, 
without fparing either the offerings confe- 
crated in the temples, or even the ftatues of 
the Gods. And when the Rhodians prayed 
him to leave them at lead one of their divini¬ 
ties, he aniwered them that he would leave 
them the Sun. In effect he neither touched 
the image nor the chariot of that God, who 
was particularly honour’d at Rhodes. But 
without doubt he played upon the ambiguity 
of the word, whicn might fignify that he Val.Max. 
would only leave them the enjoyment of the I* 5 * 
light. And by a third fenfe, which fuper- 

2 ftitious 
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A^R^yic. ftitious antiquity has put upon it, they have 
' 4 " imagined, feeing he was reduced to kill him- 
felf a few months after at Philippi, that by 
fpeaking in this manner he had foretold his 
own death, fo nigh at hand. 

Caflius likewife publifhed an order to oblige 
every one to bring to. him all the gold and 
money which was in their houfes, threatening 
with death all who (hould difobey, and pro- 
mifing rewards to fuch as (hould difcovcr 
them. The Rhodians were not much afraid 
at firft, and fuch as could conceal their treafures 
thought they ran no great rifk. But when 
they law, by fome examples, that the order 
was executed rigoroufly, they found they 
muft obey : and Caflius having taken out of 
Rhodes, by different ways, eight thoufand 
talents, impofed eight hundred more upon the 
Forum by way of fine. All the people of 
Afia, though peaceable and fubmiilive, ex¬ 
perienced in the fame manner the fevere 
ufage of Caflius. He demanded that they 
(hould pay him immediately ten years tribute $ 
but Octavius and Antony did not allow him 
time to pufh this to the extremity. 
v. u:uI Brutus, tho’ infinitely more gentle than Caf- 
€ err s frf fius, occafioned neverthelefs greater mifehiets 
~ iar :rf0 to thofe enemies which he had to engage * but 

it was owing to their own fault, and the effeft 
of their blind fury. The Lycians, animated 
by one named Naucrates, rein fed to furnifli 
troops or money, and marched up armed up¬ 
on fome eminences which defended the en¬ 
trance into their country. Brutus having ob¬ 
served the time when going to their repaft, 
they were lefs noon their guard, attacked them, 

• i ^ 

hiked fix hundred of them, and forced the paf- 
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iages. Afterwards, whenever he took any of A - R* 7 C 9 * 
their towns or villages, he fet at liberty thofe Ant ’ 
who fell into his hands, being defirous, by this 
good-triage* to gain the hearts of the nation. 

But the Lycians were fierce and haughty, they 
were provoked at their lofies, and defpifed the 
clemency of the vartquifher. 

The braveft of them Ihut themfelves up in 
the city of Xanthus, and Brutus was obliged 
to befiege them there in form. He foon re¬ 
duced them to defpair of fafety but by flight* 
and a great many faved themfelves by the ri¬ 
ver which ran by the walls, fwimming below 
the water. But the Romans deprived them of 
this refource, by ftretching out nets on the 
tops, of which were fattened little bells, which 
gave them notice whenever any of them were 
entangled. 

An attempt which the Xanthians made to 
burn the machines of the befiegers, and which 
fucceeded at firft, was the caufe of their lofs. 

For the flame of the machines being driven 
towards the town by a violent wind, commu¬ 
nicated itfelf to the fortifications and the neigh¬ 
bouring houfes $ fo that in an inftant the con¬ 
flagration became very confiderable. The 
Xanthians had been driven back, and the Ro¬ 
mans purfued them, but Brutus, inftead of 
laying hold on this opportunity of carrying the 
place, was fully employed in preferving it, and 

ordered the foldiers to endeavour to extinguifh 
the Are. The rage which feized the Xanthians 
on this occafion, is inconceivable. Far from 
thinking themfelves obliged to their generous 
enemy lor the efforts which he made to fave 
them, they refolved to perilli in fpite of him. 

All, both freemen and Haves, women and chil¬ 
dren, 



t 
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A. R. 
Ast. C. 


7 c 9 - dren, mounted the walls, and threw darts againft 
4j the Romans, who were ftriving to aflift them. 
And inftead of extinguifiling, they augmented 
the fire, and made it fpread more and more to¬ 
wards the city, by throwing into it wood, dry 
reeds, and all kinds of fuel. 


When Brutus faw that the flame increafed 


inceffantly, and formed a circle round the . 
town, he was overwhelmed with grief. He 
rode about the fortifications, trying all the 
means he could think of to fuccour them ; and 


ftretching out his hands to the Xanthians, he 
conjured them to have pity on themfelves, and 
allow him to fave them together with their 
country. But nobody gave ear to him. Furi¬ 
ous and dciperate they put themfelves to death 
all manner of ways. And not only the men 
and women who were grown up, were trans¬ 
ported with this blind madnefs, but the very 
children, with didrafted cries leaped into the 
middle of the flames, or threw themfelves 
headlong from the walls upon the pavement; 
while others prefented their throats to their 
fathers 1 words, befeeching them to kill them. 
In examining the ruins of this unfortunate 
town, they diicovered a woman hanging in a 
cord, with whichflichad been itrangled, having 
a young child dead at her bread, and dill hold¬ 
ing in Her hand a lighted torch to let fire to her 

«w/ O 

houfe. This horrid fpectacie made thofe who 
were witnefies of it tremble. They mentioned 


i: to Brutus, who would not go to ice fo me¬ 
lancholy an object •, but melting into tears, he 
promikd a reward to every foldier who lhould 
bring him a Lycian alive ^ and they fay that 
the number or tliok whom it wa^ pofiible to 


lave 
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fave from their own rage, amounted to no A * R \ 7 5( > 
more than one hundred and fifty. ADt ‘ c * 42 ‘ 

This is the iecond time than the town of Herodot. 

Xanthus perifhed, in this manner, by the hi. 

fury of its inhabitants. In the time of Cy¬ 
rus, the Xanthians being attacked by Har- 
pagus, that prince’s lieutenant, they chofe ra¬ 
ther to burn their wives and children, whom 
they fhut up in the citadel, and expofe them- 
felves all to death in a general fally, than fub- 
mit to a conqueror whom all the Eaft obeyed. 

It appears that the Lycians were a very fierce 
nation, for the difafter of the Xanthians, and 
the humanity of their conqueror, made at firft 
no imprefTion on their neighbours of Patara. 

They prepared to defend themfelves, and Bru¬ 
tus, with great reluftance determined to attack 
them, for fear of renewing the tragic fcene. 
Neverthelefs he inverted the town, but with¬ 
out battering the walls. Being refolved to try 
every thing in order to gain them, he detach¬ 
ed to them fome of the Xanthian prifoners, 
whofe infatuation and madnefs had blinded 
their reafon. He alfo fent back to them fome 
ladies of Patara who had been taken at Xan¬ 
thus, and whofe fathers and hufbands bore a 
diftinguifhed rank in the country. And thefe 
ladies, by the gentle infinuations, and the 
praifes which they bellowed on the wifdom 
and generofity of Brutus, at laft overcame the 
obftinacy of the Patarians, and they furren- 
dered at difcretion. 

Brutus granted to all their lives and liberties, 
but he took poffeffionof all the money belong¬ 
ing to the publick, and publifhed with regard 
to the inhabitants, an order like that of Cafiius, 
threatening with death thole who fhould con¬ 
ceal 
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ceal their riches, and encouraging informers 
with the promife of rewards. This rigour was 
too contrary to Brutus’s character for him ever 
to defign to go through with it, or indeed to 
be capable of it, and this appeared on a very 
remarkable. occafion. A flave accufed his 
mailer of having concealed his treafure, which 
was indeed very true. They were both brought 
before Brutus; and while they went along, the ' 
mother of the accufed, trembling for her fon, 
followed, crying : aloud, that fhe alone was 
blameable for the difobedience to the orders of 
the Pro-conful, and that her fon had no fhare 
in it. The (lave believed he fhould make his 
court to Brutus, and be fure of the reward, by 
infilling ftrongly to prove the mother’s falfe- 
hood, and fully to convidb his mailer, who, 
during this difpute, kept a profound filence. 
Brutus, as well Ihocked at the infolence of the 
informer, as admiring the patience of the fon, 
and the good heart ot the mother, treated them 

all according to their deferts. He lent back 
the mother and fon with the treafure, and 
caufed the flave to be crucified. 

The town of Myra having alfo fubmitted 
voluntarily, and Brutus having become mailer 
of ail Lycia, contented himfelf with taxing 
the nation-at one hundred and twenty talents ; 
after which he returned towards Ionia, figna- 
lizing his march with divers marks of juftice, 
always unbiaffed, and always impartial in the 
drftribution of rewards and punilhments. But 
that which he moll approved himfelf, and 
which gained him the moll honour among all 
the Romans of worth and character, was, the 
revenge he took upon that wretched orator 

2 Theodotus, 
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Theodotus, who had profcribcd the head of %^’ Q 710 ' 
Pompey. But I have mentioned this elfewhere. 

Brutus and Caffius joined again at Sardis in Ly- Brutus and 
dia, and their armies being re-united, proclaim- Ca JT tUi 
edeach of them folemnly, by the title of Impera- laldt 
tor or General-conqueror. At their firft inter- Avery 
view, like great men who feared no cenfure, they warm de- 
wanted to have a converfation together, con- hate & e ~ 
earning reciprocal complaints which had been 
made of both. They debated a long while, diverts 
and it could not otherwife happen, confidering them from 
the importance and multiplicity of the affairs *'• 
which they governed, and the great number 
of friends and commanders who afted under 
their orders. They fhut themfelves up there¬ 
fore together in the firft convenient houfe, and 
made their flaves guard the door, with exprefs 
orders not to admit any body in to them. 

The debate was very warm. After having 
laid open their grievances, they entered upon 

proofs of them, and reproached one another. 

They burft out into tears, and the tone of their 
voices became more high and harfh, fo that 
their friends who were Handing without the 
door, heard the noife, and began to be alarm¬ 
ed, not knowing where all this paflion might end. 

In the mean time none of them durft venture 
to go in, on account of the orders given to 
the contrary. Favonius alone, an impertinent 
imitator of Cato, whom I have mentioned be¬ 
fore more than once, attempted to enter. The 
flaves at firft would not admit him, but it was no 
eafy matter to curb Favonius in a thing he was 
refolved upon. He valued himfelf upon a cy¬ 
nical boldnefs, which knew no reftraint; and 
his Tallies, tho’ impertinent, were fometimes 
well received, becaule they made people laugh. 

He 
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a. r, 7 to. He then forced the paffage, and with a thea- 
Ant. c. 42. tr ; ca j tone 0 p vo j ce ^ addrefs’d Brutus and 

Caffius in thefe words, which Homer puts into 
the mouth of Nedor, exhorting to peace Aga¬ 
memnon and Achilles: “ Yield a to my advice; 
“ you are both younger than 1 .” Caffius, who 
was naturally lively, could not forbear laugh¬ 
ing ; but Brutus, who was more ferious, was 
angry, and drove away Favonius, calling him 
an impudent Cynic. This adventure, how¬ 
ever, put an end to the debate between Brutus 
and Caffius, and they parted on good terms. 

Caffius that night made a great entertain¬ 
ment, and Brutus invited his friends to it. 
After they were fat down to table, Favonius 
came in from bathing. Brutus’s paffion was 
not yet over i he declared before all the com¬ 
pany that Favonius came without being invited, 
and defired he ffiould be put down to the 
lowed couch. But the cynical Senator, came and 
placed himlelf forcibly in the middle of the 
moft honourable couch. The entertainment 
was accompanied with a great deal of gaiety; 
the freedom and chearfulnefs of the converfa- 


tion feafoned the repad, without interrupting 
the philofophical reflections, to which the Ro¬ 
mans of diftinction had a particular turn, 
err- Next morning Brutus mortified Caffius by a 
duS and condemnation he pronounced againd a man of 
vims °f rank, who had been Pnetor at Rome, and af- 
Cafizs terwards honoured by Brutus himfelf with di- 

turban vers °ffi ces °f truft. Plutarch calls him L. 
tbo/e of Pella, and fays, that having been accufed and 
Brutus, convicted of extortion, by the people of Sardis, 
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he was condemned without mercy. Caffius, a R -7 J o. 
few days before, had obferved a different con- nt# ’ 4 *’ 
duft with regard to two of his friends, who 
being accufed before him for the fame crime, 
abfolved them with a private reprimand, and 
kept him afterwards about his perfon. He 
afted thus out of principle, and even reproach¬ 
ed Brutus with too great attachment to rules, 
at a time which demanded caution, allowances, 
and indulgence. But Brutus, ■ who was always 
full of great maxims, referred him to the Ides 
of March, that famous day on which they had 
killed Casfar, who did not extort upon man¬ 
kind himfelf, but was a proteftor and encoura- 
ger of publick robbers. “ If, fays he, there is 
44 any lawful pretence for negleding exadt 
44 juftice, it were better for us to fupport the 
44 friends of C#far, than to (hut our eyes 
44 againft the villainies committed by our own 
44 people. In the firft cafe we could only be 
44 accufed of timidity ; but here, with a thou- 
44 fand troubles and dangers, we purchafe the 
44 reproach of injuftice.” 

This inftance, joined to what we have for¬ 
merly mentioned, difcovers that ,the virtue of 
Brutus was much more pure than that of Caf- 
fius. This laft, doubtlefs, deferved to be efteem- 
ed for his great qualities ; but his paflion was 
dreadful, and his command harlh. On the 
contrary, towards his friends he fhewed him¬ 
felf gentle and indulgent, even fo far as to fa- 
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a. R. 7 *o- crifice in their favour the rights of iuftice. He 

Aat. C. 41. , 0 1 1 ■ 

was by no means an enemy to plealure, and in 
private company his morality was not quite 
fincere. But the conduft of Brutus was always 
perfectly ftcady. An unalterable gentlenefs, a 
noble elevation of fentiments, a ftrength of 
mind over which neither paffion, pleafure, nor 
envy could have any influence, and an inflex- 
able firmnefs in the defence of juftice and ho- 
nefty, compofed the character of that great 
man. In confequence of thefe qualities he was 
beloved of his people and troops, doated up¬ 
on by his friends, admired by good men, and 
even not hated by thofe who made war againft 
him. 

The perfect confidence which they had in 
the juftnefsof his views, was chiefly what gained 
him that univerfal affeftion and veneration. 
This is a glory which is proper to him, and 
diftinguilhes him from all the other heads of 
parties, in the feveral wars among the Romans. 
For it is not thought that Pompey would ever 
have been difpofed to have reftored to the laws 
the fovereign power, in cafe he had vanquilhed 
Csefer. It is generally believed that he would 
have kept himfelf at the head of the govern¬ 
ment, under the name of Conful and Di&ator, 
or fome other title of magiftracy, which would 
have mafleed his ambition, and amufed the vul¬ 
gar. A great many imagine thatCaffius had a 
defign of the feme nature ; and altho’ his aver- 
fion for tyranny cannot be difputed, yet it is 
hard to be believed, that fo proud a man as 
he was, full of haughty courage, and frequent¬ 
ly preferring the uiefui to the juft, Ihould be 
free of ail defire of power, fhould enter Upon 
a war, lead a wandering life, and expofe him- 
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felf to a thoufand dangers, only to re-eftablifh 
the Citizens in the enjoyment of their liberties. 
If we mount ftill higher, Marius, Cinna, and 
Carbonius, certainly did not defend their coun¬ 
try ; they looked upon it rather as a prize, or 
a prey, which they wanted to feize upon, and 
almoft owned themfelves, that tyranny was the 
objett of their wifhes. But Brutus is freely ab- 
folved from all fufpicions of this kind ; even 
his enemies did him juftice with regard to this 
point, and Antony was heard to fay more than 
once, that he thought Brutus was the only per- 
fon, who in confpiring againft Csefar, had on¬ 
ly regarded the glory of an enterprise, which 
to him appeared to be good and highly com¬ 
mendable ; but that the reft were influenced by 
hatred and envy. 

The conduct of Brutus being fo pure and 
elevated, it is not furprifing that his language 
fhould be lofty. When he faw himfelf near the 
crifis, which was to determine his fate, he wrote 
to Atticus, that his fortune was as happy as h$ 
could wilh it. 44 For, faid he, either by gain- 
“ ing the viftory, I lhall reftore liberty to the 
44 Romans, or by dying, I lhall be delivered 
44 from flavery myfelf. Thus I run no great 
44 rifle, my condition is fixed, and the only in- 
44 certainty that remains, is to know whether 
44 I lhall five free, or carry my liberty with me 
44 to the grave. It is Marc Antony, added he, 
44 who henceforward muft fuffer for his folly. 
44 He might have been put in the rank with 
41 Brutus, Calfius, and Cato 5 but he chofe ra- 

44 ther to put himfelf in the fecond rank to 
46 Oftavius, with whom he wifi foon be obliged 
41 to fight himfelf, unlefs he happens to be 

45 overcome by us.” Thefe laft words were a 

K 2 kind 
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a. r, 709. kind of gentle rebuke, which Brutus gave to 
Ant. c 43. J ^ tt j cus> on accoun t of his connexions and 

friendfliip with Antony, and they contained a 
prediftion which was verified in the event. 
Plutarch obferves, upon the firft part of this 
fragment, that it is eafy to fee, that Brutus con¬ 
fided chiefly in his virtue, and not in his fea or 
land forces, how great foever they were. But 
it will appear at his death, as I have already 
hinted, that the hopes of fuccefs added greatly 
to his firmnefs. 

Brutus and Caffius having happily and fpee- 
dhy finilhed what they had to do in Afia, 
aJTdifei- thought next of paffing into Europe, in order 
rxrfd to to meet the Triumviri, who prepared to attack 
Bmttu. them. It was about this time that Plutarch 

mentions a pretended apparition, which lhewed 
irfelf, as is faid, to Brutus. This ftory is re¬ 
lated fo ferioufly by that great hiftorian, and 
is become fo famous, that I cannot allow my- 
lelf to pafs it over in filence. 

I have already mentioned Brutus’s watchings. 
He naturally flept but very little, and he had 
increafed by habit this natural difpofition, 
which was greatly affifted by his great fobriety. 
He never allowed himfelf to deep in the day¬ 
time, and he allotted only that part of the 
night for it when no bufinefs can be done, nor 
any perfon treated with, becaufe all the world 
is at reft. But efpecially in the time of which 
we are no v fpeaking, when a load of fuch im¬ 
portant cares oppreffed him 5 and inevitable 
inquietude in fo remarkable a crifis difturbed 
his brain, when he had flept a few moments 
after his evening repaft, which was the only 
one he made, he fet about regulating his 
necefiary affairs 3 and he employed the re¬ 
maining 
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maining time in reading ’till the third watch, A,R - 1 10 « 
which was the hour when the general officers n ' ' 4 ** 
went to the tent to receive his orders. 

Plutarch then relates, that in the middle of 
the night, when the whole camp was perfectly 
quiet; Brutus was bufy, according to cuftom, 
alone in his tent, which was but indifferently 
lighted. On a fudden he thought he heard a 
noife as if fome body entered, and looking to 
the door of the tent, he perceived a gigantick 
body, with a frightful afpeft, place itfelf before 
him, without pronouncing one Angle word. 

He had the courage to alk it, Who of men 
“ or of the gods art thou? and who hath 
“ brought thee hither ?** “ Brutus, anfwered 
•the phantom, “ I am thy evil genius, thou 
“ fhalt fee me again near Philippi. Very well, 
u replied Brutus without being difcompofed, 
u we lhall fee each other again.” The phan¬ 
tom difapeared * and Brutus called his fervants, 
who told him they had neither feen nor heard 
any thing. He again applied himfelf to his bufi- 
nefs, but being ftruck with fo ftrange a vifion, 
he mentioned it next day to Caffius, who be¬ 
ing an Epicurean, and confequently neither be¬ 
lieving a fpirit diftinguilhed from matter, nor 
providence, attributed all that happened to a 
lally of imagination, overheated by continual 
application and difquietude. “ For, faid he, 
tw there is no probability that there are genii \ 

“ nor, fuppofing them to exift, that they 
“ have the human form or voice, or any 
“ power to aft upon us. And indeed I fhould 
46 be very glad if they did really exift, in or- 
“ der that we might reckon not only upon 
kt our armies and our fleets, but further upon 
** the affiftance of the gods themfelves, who 

K 3 “ could 
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A. r. fio. « could not be wanting in an enterprize fo 
A*t.c. 4* tc j u ^ honourable and facred, as that of 

<c which we are the chiefs.” 

Tis thus that Plutarch relates the ftory; 
and that nothing might be wanting, the fpefitm 
comes faithfully to the rendezvouz, and fheWs 
itielf again to Brutus the day before his death; 

Flor IV b ut without fpeaking. Appian’s account is con- 
r . formed to Plutarch’s, and that of Florus pre¬ 
ceded them both. But thefe authorities, which 
doubtlefs are Efficient to give credit to an 
event in the order of nature, are not, in my 
opinion, ftrong enough to fupport fach an 
abfurd prodigy. None of thefe writers quotes 
fo much as one fingle co-temporary witnefs ; 
none of them mentions it as being received 
from Brutus, or from any one to whom he 
had difcovered it. Befides I find the fame 
ftory repeated, with almoft the fame tircum- 

Val.M 2*. ft ances ^ by Valerius Maximus, who relates 
I. 7. it of Caffius of Parma. In fine, what makes 

me rejeft the,teftimony of thefe authors in this 
affair without any fcruple, is the credulity 
which is common to them,^ with the moft 
part of the ancients, with regard to prodigies. 
They relate, for example, with the greatcft 
affurance, that two eagles lighted upon the 
two principal ftandards of the two legions of 
Btutus and Caffius; that they accompanied 
the army in its march till the night before the 
battle of Philippi, and then flew away. This 
ftory, certainly, is not very probable; but 
fappofe it was true, what conclufion could be 
drawn from it? or what fhould render it 
worthy to be mentioned in hiftory ? Befides 
they reiate as miraculous prefages, the moft 
fimple things in the world, fuch as the want 

of 
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of addrefs or attention inaperfon who P re “^ t % 71 ®* 
fented a crown to Caffius reverfed, inftead of f4 ‘ 
placing it right upon his head. Writers fo 
▼ery fuperftitious, may very well be fufpe&ed 
to have received, without examining, this 
ftrange account, which had no other foun¬ 
dation than the popular tradition. 

Brutus and Caffius paffed from Afia into Ofavius 
Europe without any obftacle. Oftavius and d*- 
Antony were ftill in Italy, and two of their 
lieutenants, Norbanus and DecidiusjSaxa, whom 
they had fent before them with eight legions, Macedonia 
marched thro* Epirus and Macedonia. Thefe with tbtir 
two officers of the Triumviri march’d with trQO t u 
their troops beyond Philippi, and encamped 
at the entry of a pafc formed by two moun¬ 
tains, which left only a very narrow fpace be¬ 
twixt them, being tne only commodious paf- 
fage from Cherfonefus of Thrace into Mace¬ 
donia. They had then behind them Philippi, 
and upon the right, towards the fea, Neapolis* 
a fea-port fituated over againft the ifland of 
Thafos. There they expelled their generals, 
who were not a little embarrafs’d to pafs from 
Brundufium into Epirus. 

For as the chiefs of the Republican party 
had powerful naval forces, Statius Murcus 
was detached by Caffius at the head of fixty 
fail, after ftaying fome time before the Pro¬ 
montory of * Tenarus, to hinder and difpute * Caff 
the paffage of the Egyptian fleet, which Cleopa- 
tra fent to affift the Triumviri; as foon as 
knew that that fleet was deftroyed, he came the Mens. 
to poft himfelf before the port of Brundu- 
fium, in order to prevent any from going out. 

Befides Sextus Pompeius being matter of great 
part of Sicily, as I faid before, was a thorn 

K 4 . which 
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a. r. 7 io which they would have been very glad to pull 
at ‘ C ‘ 42 " out, before they embarked on their great en- 

terprize. He diftreffed Rome and Italy by 
famine, feizing all the provifions which were 
fent to them by fea, and had it likewife in his 
power to hinder provifions and ammunition 
from arriving to them, when they fliould get 
into Macedonia. For thefe reafons, and as 
befides they did not think it difficult to re¬ 
duce an enemy who was, properly fpeaking, 
no more than a pyrate, while Antony was 
ufing means in Brundufium to tranfport the 
troops into Epirus, Octavius fent Salvidienus, 
with all the veffels he had againft Sextus 
Pompeius, and tranfported himfelf to Reggio* 
to animate the war by his prefence. 

This was not fo eafily done as the Trium¬ 
viri had imagined. Sextus had made good 
ufe of the time, when he was allowed to re¬ 
main quiet, in acquiring confiderable maritime 
forces. Only at the approach of Salvidienus, 
he left off infefting the coaft of Italy, and con¬ 
tented himfelf with defending Sicily. O&avius 
was fo ill provided with veffels, that his 
lieutenant try’d to build, in imitation of what 
he had feen pra&ifed in Gaul, fmall barks of 
a light wood, covered with cow hides. But 
thefe little veffels were not proper to fuftain the 
violence of the waves in the Streights of Sicily, 
and only occafion’d diverfion to the enemy. 
Ochvius, however, took with him a fleet, 
and they had a naval engagement near the 
* Sdgiio. rock of * Scylla, in which Sextus had the 

better. Odtavius, not fucceeding by force, 
had recourfe to ftratagem, and fought an op¬ 
portunity of tranfporting his troops by ftealth* 
not doubting but if he could once land 

his 
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his legions in Sicily, their valour and ex- ^* n f* c 7IC ‘ 
perience would aflure him of the viftory. ’**’ 
But all was to no purpofe; the coafts were 
too well guarded; and as Antony, who, ia 
the mean time, found himfelf greatly diltreffed 
by Murcus in Brundufium, demanded, in the 
moft preffing manner, the fuccours and con¬ 
junction of his colleague, he was obliged to 
drop his defign of pulhing Sextus. Where¬ 
fore leaving only as many troops behind them 
as was neceflfary to defend the coaft of Italy, 
he went to join Antony with the reft of his 
forces. When he took his leave, he promifed 
to thofe of Reggio and Vibo, that he would 
blot out their towns from the number of thofe 

who were to be given, together with their 
territories, as~a reward to the foldiers. The 
motive of this promife, was the fear he was in 
left thefe two towns, fo very near Sicily, 
fliould deliver themfelves to Sextus, to pre¬ 
vent the misfortunes with which they were 
threatened. 

The arrival of O&avius’s fleet at Brundufium, 
foon changed the fituation of affairs. Murcus 
thought it moft advifable to take the fea, 
and even to approach the coafts of Epirus, 
continuing however always to watch the troops 
of the Triumviri in their paffage. But whe¬ 
ther it was owing to want of capacity or at¬ 
tention on his part, or particular circum- 
ftances of winds or tides favourable to the 
Triumviri, all their troops and thernfelves 
were happily tranfported at divers voyages. 
Oftavius was ill, and he was obliged to re¬ 
main at Dyrrachium, while Antony advanced 
as faft as poflible to join Norbaaus and Saxa. 
Murcus confounded and defpa-rir h 1 the bad 

3 fuccels 
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A^ 7 to. f U ccefs of his undertaking, continued always 

cruifing on the fame feas, to hinder the con¬ 
voys they might attempt to fend from Italy 
to Macedonia, and he was aflifted in this im¬ 
portant operation by Domitius Ahenobarbus, 
whom Caffius fent to him with a fleet of fifty 
Teffels. 

Antony however did not find Norbanus and 
Saxa in poffefiion of the pafs, which I men¬ 
tioned before, on the other fide of Philippi. 
They had been obliged to abandon it, and re¬ 
treat as far as Amphipolis; for Brutus and 
Brutus Caffius had loft no time. Being arrived at 
tad Caf- Ceftos, after they had marched thro* Cherfo- 
/*-' bung nefus, they review’d their army, and found it 
—^ to confift of one and twenty legions, not quite 

complete, but neverthelefs amounting to the 
ums. number of fourfcore thoufand fighting men. 

They had befides twenty thoufand auxiliary 
cavalry of all nations *, Gauls, Spaniards, Medes, 
Parthians, Arabians, Galatians, and alfo Thra¬ 
cians- Thofe laft had for their chief Rhef- 


cuporis, whofe brother Rhafcus followed the 
contrary party. It was by agreement, and 
out of policy, which has frequently been ‘ 
pra&ifed fince in like cafes, that thefe two 
princes were thus divided between two for¬ 
midable powers, who came to fight in their 
country. Their intention was, that which ever 
fhould nave the good fortune to be on the 


conquering fide, (hould proteft the other. 

Tot mag- This review prefented the moft beautiful 
mpcM fight that poffiblc to be imagin’d. For 
*cf% anCt Brutus, who was a great lover of fimplicky in 
«r CT>1 every thing elfe, and demanded of his fobal- 

tems the fame modefty of which he fet them 


* r m . 


an example, loved rich armour, and pleafed 

himfelf 
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himfelf in ornamenting it with gold and filver. A ' R - 7 ,# * 
He imagined that this magnificence was pro- *"*' c +1 ‘ 
per to exalt the courage of thofe who were 
fufceptible of elevated lentiments; and that 
the value of the metal interefting others to 
preferve their arms, would be a motive for 
them to fight more valiantly. He had for the 
* author and example of this way of thinking 
the great Caefar, who followed that practice 
from the fame principle. 

Brutus and Cafiius accompanied the cere¬ 
mony of the review with a fpeech to the 
foldiers. As great part of thele troops had 
formerly fought for Caifar, they thought it 
necd&ry to lay before them the great and juft 
motives which ought to attach them to the 
caufe which they now undertook to defend. 

For this purpofe they raifed a Tribunal, upon 
fhe top of which were placed the two gtfherals, 
having about them all the Senators of their 

K . Caffius harangued the troops, Brutus 
g impofed upon himfelf this law, as I 
have faid, to yield to him in every thing the 
diftmftions of hohour and pre-eminence. 

To the fpeech they join'd another kind j % nf1 a/. 
of argument, which operated more cffec- trilmted to 
tually on the minds of the foldiers, and this 
was a large diftribution of money. As they 
had amafs’d great riches in the opulent coun¬ 
tries of Aha, they found themfelves in a con- 

* Other greet an httvt ing it decide the sptditn, '1 
bttn of a entirety opinion. Set, Jbeil ml) remark, that tie 
upon ibis fubjtB, the txasnples, cenfuren of this mamfianu 
end authorities, for and a- in armour, bale fetn torn- 
gsthtfi it, eoiltStd bj M, Kd- nmhf fich at could not at • 
tin, HiJ. she. 7. VIII. 1. tun it it. 

XVII. i 5. mint fritted. 
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a. R-^7 10 - dition to give to each foldier fifteen hundred 
u ‘ 44 ‘ denarii (one and thirty pounds five fhiilings) five 

times as much to each of the captains, and to 
the tribunes in proportion. They even added 
particular gratifications to thofe who diftin- 
guilhed themfelves by their bravery. They 
obferved great order in this diftribution; for 
as foon as each had received his prcfent, he 
marched off towards the Hebrus, and made 
room for thofe who were to follow. The 


general rendezvouz where the army was to af- 
femble was the plain of Dorifea, celebrated in 
hiftory for the review which Xerxes made 
there formerly of his innumerable troops. 
Brvtuiand p rom Dorifea Brutus and Caflius continued to 

vlfu °t- mar °k towards the Eaft, coafting along the 
? o»j Pa- Ihore, and accompanied by a fleet command¬ 
er * ed by Tillius Cimber, who frequently landed, 

and marked out the proper places for their 
encampments. !. 

Norbanus and Saxa had not fuffkient forces 


to refill To formidable an army. Saxa who 
was advanced nearer the enemy, marched back 
to Norbanus, and having joined their forces, 
they hoped that the advantage of their fituation 
would make amends for their weaknefs, and 
that they might be able to maintain their 
ground in the narrow paffage in which they 
were polled. Brutus and Caflius would have 
been very much embarraffed to have forced 
this paflage, without the affiftance of Rhef- 
cuporis. That prince, being a native of the 
country, fhewed them a way thro’ the moun¬ 
tains, but where they had no water, and fo 
covered with bullies, thickets, and woods, 
that they were obliged almoft at every ftep to 
clear the way with the hatchet by cutting 

down 
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dpwn the trees, which hindered their paflage. A * R - v* 
They appointed him a number of picked men, nt ' ‘ 4 ** 
at the head of whom was Bibulus, fon-in-law 
of * Brutus. Thefe took with them pro- 
vifions and water for three days, and after in¬ 
credible fatigues, when they had begun to 
murmur againft Rhefcuporis, and to fufpeft 
him of treachery, at laft, the fourth day, they 
perceived the plain and the river. Upon this 
they gave a loud fhout of joy, and it was that 
which faved Norbanus and Saxa, who mull 
otherwife have been furrounded. Rhafcus, 
who, as I have faid, was in their camp, guef- 
fed at the meaning of the Ihout, and, ex¬ 
tremely furprifed that troops fhould be able to 
pafs by a way which he thought fcarcely prac¬ 
ticable for wild beafts, immediately gave notice 
of it to the lieutenants of the Triumviri, who 
retired in hafte to Amphipolis. Thusthe Re¬ 
publican chiefs found the paffes open, and 
marched on to the other fide of Philippi, where 
they happened upon a ground very advan¬ 
tageous for encampment, where they might 
expeft the enemy. Appian gives a defcription 
of thofe places, which will throw a great deal 
of light upon the account we are to give of 
what happened there. 

The City of Philippi, formerly Datus, and a de- 
before that Crenides , took the name which it had firiptm of 
at the time I am now fpeaking of, from Philip , tht cow !p 
the firft author of the Macedonian Grandeur, a c ™\f * 
who had fortified that place, as proper to keep plm^i. 
the Thracians in awe. It was fituated upon a 
mountain, all which it covered, even to the 

* * He <wat fort of Portia , the famous Bibulus, colleague 
who before Jhe tffoufed Brutus, and enemy of Cafar . 
had been married to the fan of 


out-let 
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a. r. 710. out-lct of the paffes, thro* which the army of 
Aat.c.4*.-g rutus ^ Caffios marched. Towards the 

Weft there was a plain below it, which ftretch- 
ed itfelf out in a gentle declivity, almoft fif¬ 
teen leagues, as far as the river Strymon. In 
this plain, about two miles from the town, 
were two little hills, at about a mile’s diftance 


from each other, and defended on one fide by 
thofe mountains, which the Roman detach¬ 
ment under the conduct of Rhefcuporis had 
fuch difficulty to pals over, and on the other 


The tr.' 

camfment 
of Bratus 
and 
Coffins. 


by a morafs, which communicated with the 
fea. It was upon thefe two hills that Brutus 
and Caffius fixed their camps •, Brutus on the 
hill towards the North, and Caflius on that to¬ 
wards the South ; and in the intermediate fpace 
which feparated them, they call up lines and 
a parapet from one hill to the other. Thus 
they kept a firm communication between the 
two camps, which mutually defended each 
other, as if they had been only one ■, while in the 
mean time they were really diftinft, and this 


diftinaion procured to each of them greater 
fadlicy in keeping their men together, and 
making them obferve proper difcipline. 

This encampment was extremely commodi¬ 
ous to them, in every refped. The heights 
which they occupied, preferred them from 
being attacked, and put them in a condition 
to keep upon the defienfive, if they judged it 
proper. On the other hand, if they cnofe to 
fight, they had before them a large plain, to 
draw up their numerous armies upon. A finall 
river called Ganga, or Gangites, ran at the bot¬ 
tom of their camps. Behind them was the fea, 
which fumilhed them with all kinds of pro- 
vifions, which they could Hand in need of. 

The 
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The ifland of Thafos, at twelve miles diftance, A -*• 7'®* 
ferved them for a general magazine •, and at Am ‘ ' **' 
the diftance of nine miles, the town of Neapolis 
opened its port to their fleet, and there kept it 
feeure. So advantageous a fituation deter¬ 
mined them not to go far off, and if they had 
even inclined to it, they would have found it 
very difficult. For Antony, upon the news Antony 
that Norbanus and Saxa had been obliged to end a f ,,r - 
retreat, fearing left he fhould lofe Amphi- 
polis, made fuch long forced marches, that he 
arrived much fooncr than he was expefted. feu to r 
He had the fatisfadion to find not only his thm < ani 
lieutenants matters of Amphipolis, but the 
town fortified, and put in a pofture of defence. 

He there depottted all the baggage, leaving a jifad™*- 
legion to defend it i while with the reft of his tagi of 

troops he advanced towards the enemy, and ,h r l ". 
encamped at only a mile’s diftance. fiiuatun. 

This boldnefs aftonilhed Brutus and Cafiius; 
and fo much the more, that in the difpofition 
of j the camps, all the difadvantage lay on An¬ 
tony’s fide. He encamped on the plain; and 
his adverfaries on the rifing ground. They 
had their wood from vaft forefts, which were 
at their command; and he from marlhes, which 
fomifhed him more with reeds, than wood 
proper for palifadoes. A river fupplied them 
very commodioully with plenty of water, for 
which the other was obliged to dig wells. In 
fbort the provifions came to them from Pbafos, 
an ifland at >a fmall diftance from them; while 
Antony was obliged to bring his from Amphi- 
polis, almoft at the diftance of fifteen leagues. 

And, what is ftill more confiderable, the Re¬ 
publican Chiefs were fure of fubflftence from 
Afia, and all the Eaft: which depended upon 

3 them, 
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a. r. 710. them, while the Triumviri had no refource 

Aac. c. 4*- b U t Macedonia and Theffaly, becaufe the fleets 

of Murcus and Domitius on one fide, and of 
Sextus Pompeius on the other, hindered them 
from getting any provifions, either from Italy, 
Spain, or Africa. Befides they were run Ihort 
ot money, and upon reviewing their armies, 
inftead of being able to imitate the magnifi¬ 
cence of their enemies, they were reduced to 
diftribute to each foldier, by way of prefent, 
twenty five denarii only. 

Weak in fo many different refpefts, they 
had only the advantage over the others in this, 
viz. the experienced valour and number of 
their troops. After Octavius had joined An¬ 
tony, their combined armies confifted of nine¬ 
teen * legions, compofed chiefly of Caefar’s 
old foldiers, and not only complete as to their 
number, but even augmented by a great many 
fupernumeraries. Thus their infantry amounted 
at leaft to one hundred thoufand men. But 
their cavalry was lefs numerous than that of the 
enemy, for they had only thirteen thoufand 
horfe to twenty thoufand of theirs. If we call 
to mind what we have faid of the forces of the 
Republican party, we fhall fee that two fuch 
powerful Roman armies never before fought 
againft one another. 

* 1 barvt faid before, ac - which there is only one to be 
cording to Appian , that in the added, which Antony had left 
conference in the ifland of the at AmphxpoUs to guard the 
Rats, it bad been agreed sip- baggage. It may be fupfofed 
on that Odarums and Ant try that the forty legions, which 
Jbouldcrofs the feat, each at were mentioned before, being 
the head of twenty legions, far from complete, the Trtvm- 
Htrt the fame Appian mentions wiri bad reduced them to a 
m more than nineteen, to much [mailer number. 


O&avius 
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• Odavius did not make them wait long for A - R - 7J0. 
him ; on the contrary he had made all the ex- n " * 4 *‘ 
pedition poffible, not being willing that the 
affair ihould be determined in his able nee, and 
fearing little lefs a vidory obtained by hi9 
colleague without him, than one obtained by 
his enemies. From this motive he remained 
no longer at Dyrrachium than the violence of 
the difeafe abfolutely obliged him to; and at 
the end of ten days, tho’ he was very far from 
being perfeftly recovered, he began to march 
with his army. After the two Triumviri were 
joined, they placed them leives in fuch a man¬ 
ner, that Odavius was oppofite to Brutus and 
Antony to Caffius. 

Their fcheme and intereft was to bring on a Thtfrfl 
general adion as foon as poflible. They then batik of 
offered battle to the enemy, who for the con- 
trary reafon would not engage, and contented 
themfelves with drawing up their troops at 
the head of their camps, but without leaving 

the high ground, or going down into the 

plain. Caffius efpecially, whounderftood war 
very well, was ftrongly attached to the fcheme 
of letting the army of the Triumviri decay 
with famine, which muff certainly have been 
the cale in a fhort time. With this view, on 
Antony’s arrival, knowing the bold and enter- 
prizing charader of the general who was op- 
pofed to him, he applied himlelf to fortify 
his entrenchments more and more. And as 
between the left wing of his camp and the 
morafs which I have mentioned, there re¬ 
mained a fmall fpot of ground, he drew a line 
from his camp to the morafs well paliliidccd, 
to prevent all lurprize, and fecure his rear. 
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Appian does honour to Antony, for having 
‘ by his boldnefs and ability, forced Caffius to 
fight. He fays, that while he amufed the 
enemy, by drawing out his men every day in 
order of battle, he detached fome cohorts to 
work conftantly, in order to make the morafs 
paffable, and then to eftablilh lodgments be¬ 
tween the camp of Caffius, and the ifland of 
Phafos. They beat down the reeds which 
were on a line with the work they had begun, 
and formed a cauleway, which they made firm 
on each fide with a wall of (tones *, and when 
they met with any place where the marfii was 
too deep, they threw a bridge over it. In 
fhort,at the end of ten days and nights the work 
was finifhed, without the workmen’s having 
been obferved by the enemy, becaufe they 
were covered with a thicket of reeds, which 
was between them and the camp of Caffius. 
This general was not apprized of fo tedious 
ana important a work, rill he difcover’d the 
forts which leveral of Antony 5 ? cohorts had 
railed, and where they had lodged themfelves. 
Strangely furprized at the boldnefs and fuccefs 
v;i the undertaking, he refolved to raife a work 
oi the lame kind in the morals, and to make 

read which Ihould go from his camp to that 
or Antony, (hould cut the other, and thus 
break the communication between Antony’s 
camp, and the forts which were raifed behind 
h : s. In order to hinder this work, Antony in 
prefence of all the army, went at noon to at- 
tack furioufiy the lines which Caffius had drawn 
from his camp to the morafs. The fequel of 
the narration appears to me not eafily compre¬ 
hended. According to him, the troops of 
Brutus, thinking themfelves infulted by An- 

2 tony’s 
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tony’s boldnefs, fell immediately upon him, ^ nr R c 710 ' 
without waiting for the order of their general, 
and then turned themfelves againlt Octavius’s 
army, which was oppofite to them. Thefe mo¬ 
tions appear to me to be very irregular. But 
however it be, it was this affault given by An¬ 
tony to the lines of Caffius, which gave oc- 
cafion to a general battle, according to Ap- 
pian’s account of it. 

Plutarch relates the affair in quite a different 
manner, and will have it, that the battle was 
the effeCt not of any accident, but of a deli¬ 
berate refolution, which had been taken in 
council between Brutus and Caffius, and of 
which he gives a lull account. Caffius op- 
poled this plan, as I have Paid, but Brutus at 
laft overcame his reluCtance. He wanted to 
have the affair decided in the fpeedieft man¬ 
ner, in order either to terminate quickly the 
flavery of his country, or the miferies and dif- 
quiets which mankind fuffer in war. He was 
ftrengthened in this refolution hy the advan¬ 
tages which his cavalry gained in different 
fkirmiflies, over that of the enemy. In fhort, 
fome diffentions, and fufpicions of the fidelity 
of feveral of the officers, determined a num¬ 
ber even of Caffiusfs friends to be of Brutus’s 
opinion. There was only one of Brutus’s 
friends, named At:Hit q who was for delaying 
and putting off the time till winter. Brutus 
having afked him, in full council, what mo¬ 
tive influenced him to be of that opinion: 

44 At leaft, anfwered- Atiiius, I lhall have a 
“ longer time to live.” This exprcflion which 
denoted defpair, difpleafed every body ex¬ 
ceedingly, and Caffius feeing himklf fo ill iup- 
ported, and always alone in his opinion, con- 

L 2 fen ted fc 
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A -_ R * c M ;-fented to a battle entirely out of complaifance, 

* 4 'and againft the conviction of his own mind. 
What he faid to Meffalla was a proof of this. 
After fupper, which was but a dull one, and 
during which Caffius, who was naturally gay, 
appear’d extremely penfive, when Meffalla re¬ 
tired, he took him by the hand and fpoketo 
him in Greek: u 1 take you to witnefs Mef- 
C4 ialla, that I am in the cafe of Pompey, 
“ forced in fpite of myfelf to rifk the fate of 
v< my country on the hazard of a tingle aftion. 
“ However, let us take courage, and place 
our hopes on fortune, which can rectify by 
one of her caprices, not extraordinary to 
“ her, the wrong refolution which we now 
u take.” Thole were the laft words of Caffius 
to Meffalla. He then embraced him, begging 
him to lup with him next night, which was his 
birth-night. Brutus, on the contrary, was full 
of confidence, and the great maxims of philo- 
lbphy with which he ftill encouraged and 
comforted him lelf and his friends, were all the 
entertainment during their repaft. 

Next morning very early, the fignal of 
battle, viz. the purple coat of arms, appear’d 
on the tents of the two generals. Before the 
troops went out, they talked a little while to¬ 
gether on that ipot of ground which feparated 
the two camps, and Caffius faid to Brutus: 
“ I wilh we may fucceed, and enjoy long to- 
“ gether the fruits of our viftory! But you 
know very well, that the greateft events 
“ are thofe whofe fuccefs is the molt uncer- 
“ tain. As then fuppofing we lhould fail of 
fuccefs, it will not be eafy for us to fee one 
“ another again, tell me what you think of 
“ the choice between flight and death. 3 ’ 

Brutus 
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Brutus anfwered him, 46 When I was young, 
44 I ventured to utter, I know not how, a 
“ hardy maxim in morality, and dared to 
44 blame Cato for killing himfelf, maintaining 
“ that it was neither conformable to the re- 
44 fpeft due to the gods, nor worthy of a man 
44 of courage, to yield to fortune, and fly from 
44 difgrace, inftead of fupporting it with con- 
44 ftancy. But now finding myfelf in a critical 
44 conjunfture, I think quite differently. If 
44 the gods are not pleafed to favour our arms, 
“ it is not my inclination to run after new 
44 hopes, and to try new efforts. I (hall lay 
* down my life, giving thanks todeftiny, that I 
44 have already facrificed to my country on the 
u day of the ides of March. Since that time 
“ I have lived only for her, but have always 
44 preferved the rights of my liberty and 
44 glory.” Caffius fmiled, and embracing 
Brutus, 44 Let us go, faid he, to fight in this 
u difpofition. We are fure either of conquer- 
<c ing, or of not fearing the conquerors.” 

It may leem furprizing, that Brutus fhould 
call it boldnefs in a perfon to condemn a volun¬ 
tary death. This he had imbibed from the 
maxims of the Stoics, who looked upon 
fuicide as the. highefl degree of heroifm. But 
we know that other philofophers, more 
moderate and judicious, have eftablifhed that 
maxim which Brutus here retra&s, and 1 have 
thought, which is very true, that it is not al¬ 
lowable for any man to leave, of his own ac¬ 
cord, the port in which his general, that is 
God himfelf, has placed him. 

a Vetat Pythagoras in- Dei, de flatione deccdefe, 
juflu imperatoris, id ell Cic. de Sen. n. 73. 
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The Triumviri did not expedt a battle. 
Antony at the head of his troops propofed to 
force the lines or Caffius, on the fide of the 
morals (in which Plutarch agrees with Appian): 
and the army of Octavius was drawn up in or¬ 
der- to fupport Antony, in cafe .of need. It 
is certain, however, that the aftion began by 
a brifk and unexpected attack on the lines of 
CalTius- V ith regard to the pl^n, profecution, 
and hiitory of this great adtion, I find fo 
much uncertainty and confufion in the account 
given of it by authors, that I (hall content my- 
ielf to relate, without connexion, the moft re¬ 
markable circumfiances, and fuch as are al¬ 
lowed to be true without exception. 

The army of Brutus performed wonders, 
and indeed too well, without giving attention 
to the tumultuous cries from the morafs *, and 
even without regarding the orders of the 
general. They threw themfelves with fury 
upon the troops of Odtavius, who were op- 
pofite to them, and broke them at the firft 
charge. The legions which formed Brutus’s 
right wing, rufhed upon the left ot the enemy ; 
and having made them fall back, penetrated 
as far as the camp, of which they took pof- 
feffion, after having cut in pieces thofe who 
were left to guard it, and then thought of no¬ 
thing elic but plunder. Brutus himftlf was 
tranlported with the ardour of his troops, and 
having crufhcd the center of Octavius’s army, 
he alio penetrated into the camp, where, by 
an unpardonable blunder, he thought of no¬ 
thing but pufhing tiie advantage he had gained, 
perfuading himfelf that Calfius had the fame 
good fortune. 


But 
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But it was quite otherwife. The lines of 

that unfortunate general were forced, and im- n ‘ * 4Z ’ 
mediately his cavalry * ihamefully took flight. 

There was no effort which he did not try to 
make his infantry (land, even to the catching 

hold of the flyers by the arm, feizing himfelf 
the colours, and planting them on the ground, 
as a fignal for them to rally. But he .could 
not infpire his difmayed troops with courage 
by his valour. His army was entirely put in¬ 
to diforder, and his camp taken by Antony ; 
fo that very ill attended, he was obliged to 
retire under a little hill at fome diftance. 

Brutus had gained a comlete viftory. He 
faw with great fatisfaftion the field of battle 
abandoned by the enemy, and covered with 
their dead, their camp feized and plunder’d, 
three of their ftandards with fevcral colours 
taken, and carried by his foldiers in triumph. 

But returning to his own camp, he was fur- 
prifed and aftonifhed not to find the tent of 
Caffius (landing, and vifible as ufual above the 
reft. He obferved, with the fame aftonifh- 
ment, that the ramparts were demolifhed in 
feveral places. Then he began to apprehend 
that a misfortune had happened, and lent or¬ 
ders to thofe who were fcouring the country, 
to leave off the purfuit, and return to their 
camp. Thus he difpoled himfelf to repair the 
difafter of his colleague, but it was too late, 
and his flow motions only ferved to haften the 
death of Caffius. 

Brutus detached a body of cavalry to find Qajpus 
out Caffius, and bring him back certain news /W pn- 
of him. This detachment having been ob- ci P?* e 
ferved at a diftance, by thofe who were with ' 
Caffius, (for as to himfelf he did not raile his 

L 4 head, 
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a r. -t'. head.' he imagined them to be his enemies in 
-v* j _ earc ; n c f}u m . ] n t he mean time, in order to 
be pofrively informed, he ordered an officer, 
named Titnius, to advance and reconnoitre 
them. Titinius was joined by Brutus’s de¬ 
tachment, who feeing a friend, that was attached 
to Caffins. and being informed of him that his 
general was alive, fhouted aloud for joy. 
Thofe who were more particularly acquainted 
with him, alighted from their horfes, ffiook 
hands with him and embraced him ; while the 
rell made a circle round him with all the com¬ 
motions and node of immoderate joy, which 
was the caufe of one of the ereatell misfortunes, 
for it was this which deceived Caffius, and 
periuaded him that Titinius was taken by the 
enemy. “ Mull: I then, laid he with excef- 
61 five grief, out of love to life, (lay to fee 
“ my friend made prifoner before my eyes.” 
He laid no more, but retired into his tent with 
one of his freedmen, named Pindarus, whom 
he had kept about hisperfon ever fince the time 
of the misfortunes of Craffusin the war againft 
the Parthians, that in time of need he might 
be his I aft refource, by taking away his life. 
That freedman then cut off his head, for it 
was found feparated from his body Pin¬ 
darus himfe'f appear’d no more after that 
time, which made lome fufpect, but without 
any probability, that he had done it without 
orders. 

Titinius arrived very foon after with the 
crown, which had been put upon his head by 
Brutus’s party. Struck with the groans and 
lamentations of the friends cf Caffius, he 
thereby underflood the difailer which his 
Cowncfs had occafioned *, arid he punifhed 

him felt 
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himfelf for it immediately, by falling on his ^nt^c 7 ‘ 
fword. n * ' 4 * 

Brutus already knew of the defeat of Cafiius, 
and was informed of his death as he drew near 
his camp. He ran to him, bathed him with 
tears, calling him the laft of the Romans, and 
faying, he had no hopes that Rome would ever 
again produce fo great a man as this refolute 
enemy of tyranny. Afterwards having caufed 
them to wrap up the body decently, he ordered 
it to be carried to the ifiand Thafos, there to re¬ 
ceive the laft honours, for fear that this mourn¬ 
ful ceremony, if it was celebrated in the camp, 
fhould weaken the courage of the foldiers. 

It was only the precipitate defpair and falfe Nt 
heroifm of Cafiius, which gave the advantage °f Ca f lus 
of this famous aftion to the party of the Tri- 
umviri. Otherwife they were both equal, or the Trium* 
rather the Republicans may be faid to have had viri. 

the fuperiority. The left wing on both Tides 
was defeated, and one of the camps of each 
party was forced and taken. But the number 
of the flain on the fide of the defenders of li¬ 
berty, was one half lefs than on that of their 
enemies, viz. eight thoufand inftead of fixteen, 
and the camp which Brutus had taken was 
common to the two armies of Oftavius and 
Antony, whereas that which Antony forced, 
belonged to Cafiius only ; and tho’ it was de- 

c? * 

ftroyed, yet that of Brutus was ftill entire, 
which offered a fecure retreat for the vanquifh- 
ed troops. The death of Cafiius made the ba¬ 
lance incline in favour of thole, which, iit other 
refpefts, were the mod unfortunate. It de¬ 
prived the Republicans of the mod fkilful ge¬ 
neral of the two, and Brutus of a companion 
who was extremely ufeful to him, in directing 

his 
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a^ r ;7 io. his military operations, and ruling the troops* 
' 4 " It alfo gave fpirits to the enemy, which before 
they heard that news, were greatly funk. But 
when a (lave of Caffius came to inform them of 
it, bringing with him as proofs the coat of 
arms and fword of his mafter, they again took 
courage, and thought themfelves more in a 
condition than ever to hope for viftory. 

C2avh,. i have faid nothing of Oftavius in this ac- 
; ~7 *1 count of the addon, becaufe he had no great 
'h'J™'’*' fliare in it. He was not vet recovered, how- 
ir.thi a:- ever, he made them carry him in a litter into 
i:on. the middle of his troops ranged in order of 
\ e.L II. battle, not out of bravery, but in conlequence 

fkr IV a dream 0 * Artorius his phyfician, who faid 

he had received orders from Minerva to carry 
Sue:. Au~. Octavius out of the camp. This precaution 
9 ! • . was far from being ufelefs, for if Odtavius had 
j)T' 2n * remained in the camp, he could not have 
jv„ : ’ Bmt. avoided being killed or taken. His litter in 
& Amon. which they thought he lay was pierced feveral 

times, and it was with great difficulty that he 
efcaped from the field of battle. He made 
S-et.Aag. them carry him as fall as they could towards a 
l '' morafs, from whence he gained the wing 


C! . 

Adrian. 
J) o. 


VIJ 


morafs, from whence he gained the wing 

which Antony commanded. 

Pliny lays (fill more, for he affirms, that 

Octavius remained three days concealed in the 

morafs. This was fo little probable, and it is 

fo natural to think, that the vanouifiied G’e- 

* 

r.eral would feek and meet with a Ipeedy re- 
h ge from the victorious army of his colleague, 
that 1 cannot help looking upon this account of 

Piir.y’s as a fahc report, countenanced afterwards 


by 


Antony. 


In the diiTcntior.s which broke 
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out afterwards between them, they kept with- a.r. 7 10 - 
in no bounds ; and Antony, whofe bravery was nt ‘ * 
above ail fufpicion, took pleafure in calling a 
reproach of timidity upon Oftavius. I am not Flor.IV.7. 
more furprifed at the report fpread to the dif- plut - Ant - 
advantage of Antony himfelf, fignifying that 
he was not prefent at the a&ion. Oftavius re¬ 
torted upon him, and being unjuftly reproach¬ 
ed by him, attempted to rob him of a glory 
he juftly deferved. The pafiions of men alter 
obje&s fo ftrangely, that it is no eafy affair to 
difcover the truth, or even the appearance of 
it, thro’ thofe clouds which fometimes obfcure 
the molt celebrated aftions. 

The firft care of Brutus, when he became Brutus re - 
the foie general, was to affemble Caffius’s a ” imatts 
troops, and roufe up their courage. As they Coffins 
had loft everything by the plundering their fidiersH ' 
camp, he promifed them two thoufand dena¬ 
rii each, to make up the lofs which they had 
fuftained by the enemy. There was nothing 
more capable of giving them joy and confi¬ 
dence. They admired the magnificence of 
fiich a gift, and with loud fhouts of applaufe 
proclaimed Brutus alone invincible and vifto- 
rious among all the generals who were engaged 
in the battle. Antony, however, might lhare 
this glory with him. Brutus was charmed at 
the joy he faw arife in the hearts of his van- 
quifhed troops, but he durft not yet truft fuffi- 
ciently to them to accept the challenge which 
the Triumviri gave him next day. When he 


But there is form obfcurity in 
the text ; and hfdes. as he 
does not quote the ptoper ex- 
prejfsons of thtfe tnxo nvitnefies, 
ive may he allowed to fufeft 


that he mifunderflood them. 
Any fuppfition appears to me 
mo-e probable than the faft 
f vjbicb 1 here refute . 

faw 
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a. k ?!o. f aw t h em drawn up to offer him battle next 

All* ( l '2 r 

,T ' day, he kept himfelf at the head ot his camp 
upon the high grounds; and when weary 
with waiting he obferved them retire, he alfo 
. did the fame. 

Th ffr.hr- Brutus’s fituation was extremely embarraffed, 
f.ihrr.fnf cf an( j met particular difficulties in each 

tr.n nis two armies, which conftrained him very 

much. The victorious army was overcharged 
with a vail: multitude of priloners, which were 
very troublefome to guard. There was efpe- 
cialiy among them a great number of (laves, 
which it was not prudent to leave furrounded 
with arms, for fear they ihould lay hold of 
them, and occafion a great deal of diforder. 
Brutus determined to caufe them all to be 
killed ; which refolution was very oppofite to 
the eentlenels of his character, but which he 
thought juftinable, as well from neceffity, as 
the example of the enemy, who had killed all 
their priloners. With regard to thofe who 
were free, who were taken in the battle, he 
fent back a great many of them, telling them, 
that they ought not to fuppofe that they had 

been taken by him, but more julily by his ene¬ 
mies ; for in the camp of the Triumviri they 
were priloners and (laves, but free and citizens 
in that of Brutus. However, it was not pofli- 
b!e tor him to execute at large thofe generous 
kr.t;merits, the cruel zeal ot his friends, and 
the principal officers or his army being fo 
greatly exafperated, that it was nee diary, in 
order to lave thofe unfortunate priloners, to 
p-ocure them the means ot hieing themfelves, 
or c(raping by flight. 


D.o. 


i-i r 7 ■ i —r. ' c 

1 A 1 J 


were specially inexorable with 
r-met to two bufrooi.3, one or which Plutarch 

t 

calls 
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Calls Volumnius, and the other Saculio. They ^ 
brought thefe two men to him, accufing them 
of continuing (till their low buffoonries, even 
at the expence of their vanquifhers. Brutus, 
who was engaged in affairs of more importance, 
did not fpeak a word, and Mefialla, who was 
prefent, faid, that if they believed the accufa- 
tion to be true, he thought they fhould begin 
with whiping them them heartily, and then 
fend them back to the Triumviri to make them 
afhamed of the company they kept even in 
time of war. This propofal of Meflalla’s di¬ 
verted a great many. But Cafca, he who gave 
the firfl: blow to Caefar, x was greatly difpleafed 
at it. “ It is not, fays he, by indecent jokes 
46 and pleafantries that we ought to exprefs 
“ our regret for the death of Caflius.” And 
addrefling himielf to Brutus, he added, “ You 
<c will teftify what fentiments you prderve 
“ with regard to your colleague, according as 
46 you punifh or fpare thole who infult his me- 
“ mory.’ 5 Brutus, offended at this rude ex- 
preffion of Cafca, “ Why do you then, an- 
“ fwered he, trouble me with your queftions? 

“ why do not you execute your pleafure up- 
“ on them?” This anfwer was taken for a 
confent. They then brought out thefe two mi- 
ferable buffoons, and made them pay with 
their lives for the impertinence of their tongues. 

The army of Calfius gave ftill more trouble 
to Brutus. Thefe vanquifhed troops, depri¬ 
ved of the chief who ufed to command them, 
were timid before the enemy, and arrogant 
with regard to their new general. Brutus, who 
was good natured, and more inclined to make 
ufe of reafon and gentle methods, than the ri¬ 
gour of command, could hardly reftrain his 

2 foih.rs. 
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foldiers, who were always ready to mutiny. 
He was even afraid that they fhould give ear 
to the follicitations of the Triumviri, who dif- . 
peried letters among them, inviting them to 
defert under very great promifes. Thefe diffi¬ 
culties difturbed his conftancy, and difpofed 
him to throw off, in fome meafure, the prin¬ 
ciples of humanity and clemency, which, till 
that time, had been the chief objedt of his con** 
duft. In order to fix thofe reftlefs fpirits, who 
had it in their power at any time to efcape 
from him, he promifed to his army after the 
victory, the plunder of two of the mod flou- 
riflung towns of Greece, Theffalonica and La¬ 
cedaemon. 

Plutarch 1 looks upon that as the only reproach 
on the character of Brutus, which would ad¬ 
mit of no apology. It is true, fays that grave 
author, thatO&avius and Antony allowed their 
foldiers rewards ftill more odious, feeing they 
drove almoft all the old inhabitants out of Italy, 
to diftribute their lands and houfes to their 
troops. But there was a great difference be¬ 
tween the Triumviri and Brutus. The former 
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had no other motive than to fatisfy their am- A nt R ^ 710 ’ 
bition, and they only made war to render them- n ‘ ' 41 ‘ 
felves mafters of the Empire. But as Brutus, 
on the contrary, profeffed the higheft virtue, it 
was not allowable for him neither to vanquifti 
nor to fave himfelf from danger, but by means 
which were ftribtly juft and honourable ; elpe- 
cially after the death of Caffius, who was 
blamed for having fometimes forced his col¬ 
league to violent mealures. But fuch is the 
fatality of certain conjunctures. In a voyage, 
if the rudder of the fhip happens to be broke, 
they endeavour to' repair it with other pieces of 
wood, as well as poffiblc, which indeed have 
not quite the defired effeft, but however are 
necefiary for the prefent purpofe. In the lame 
manner Brutus, finding himfelf in- a very trou- 
blefome fituation, only thought of providing 
againft the moft preffing incidents. He could 
no longer keep the equilibrium, becaufe he 
wanted Caffius, who had ferved him as a coun¬ 
ter-poiie •, and allowed himfelf to be led, al- 
moit againft his will, by the counfels of thofe 
who were about him, and to whom every thing 
appeared right which tended to calm the fol- 
ditrs of Caffius. 

The Triumviri had the advantage, in being 
able to truft to the fidelity of their troops; but 
in every other particular they were in a much 
worfe condition than their enemies. They be¬ 
gan to fuffer from famine ; their camp was 
fituated low, bordering upon marffies, and con- 
fequently unhealthy and incommodious. The 
autumnal rains having come on fince the bat¬ 
tle, their tents were filled with mud, and a 
great quantity of rain which froze immediately. 

To add to their misfortunes, they were in- 

’ formed 
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a. r. 7 ic. formed that a powerful reinforcement, which 
Tk ji<a~' was * ent t0 diem from Italy by fea, had been 
<iLbkbbe beaten, difperled, and utterly ruined by the 
had in tbs combined fleets of Murcus and Ahenobarbus. 


Ionian fea re ; n f orcemen t confifted of two Legions, 

fo'wirfil one °f w hich was the Martial, fo renowned for 
reinforce- its bravery *, befides a Pretorian Cohort of one 
mentis hick of the Triumviri, amounting to two thoufand 

Thfr'im men ’ as a ^° ^ etween ten an ^ twelve hundred 
•rrn ^ horfe, and fome new raifed troops, whofe num¬ 
ber is not fpecified. All thefe troops being 
embarked on board tranfports, under the efcort 


of fome veffels of war, the Republican admi¬ 
rals, who guarded the coaft of Epirus and 
Illyrium, came to meet them with a fleet of one 


hundred and thirty gallies, each having three 
rows of oars. The'engagement was very hot, 
and, if valour could have determined the fuc- 


cels, the Triumviri’s troops muft have had the 
advantage. But the inequality was too great 
between trading veffels, and armed gallies-, and 
the fmall number of thofe which ferved to ef¬ 


cort the convoy, was overcome by the mul¬ 
titude of the enemies veffels. They all either 


perifhed by the fword or fire, or faw themfelves 
obliged to yield to the vanquifhers, and take 
part with them. There were fome few who 
laved themfelves on the rocks, or on defert 


illands, and there, wanting every thing, hunger 
conftrained them to gnaw the fails and cordage, 
and they endeavoured to quench their thirft 
by licking pitch and tar. 

Odtavius and Antony were punctually inform¬ 
ed of this difafter ; and this was a frefh motive 
for them to try by all manner of ways, and 
at any rate, to bring Brutus to an aCtion. But 
he, by an unexplicable piece of ill fortune, 

heard 
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taut went* 
ions 


heard nothing of this engagement, tho* it hap- A ■ R * 7*°* 
pened the fame day with the battle before men- h'] s 
tioned, till twenty days after, that is till the fe- inform** cf 
cond battle of Philippi. If Brutus had been that import 
informed of the victory of his fleet, it is very * 
certain that he would not have hazarded this 
fecond battle. For being fufficiendy flocked tank on 
with all forts of proviflons, advantageoufly thisfubjtft 
fituated, and befides all this, mafter of the fea, 
he would have reduced his enemies to perifh 
by famine and mifery in their camp, which the 
winter, that fafl approached, would very foon 
have obliged them to abandon; and if they 
had wanted to return to Italy, the Republican 
fleet would render the pafiage impoffible, or 
at leaft very difficult and hazardous. Plutarch 
acknowledges here a. Angular attention and an 
exprefs determination of providence- The 
a Empire, fays he, could not be governed by 
an authority divided amongft feveral, but flood 
in need of one chief. Thus the Gods, willing 
to remove the only man who could Hand in the 
way of him whom they defigned mafter of the 
univerfe, hindered Brutus from receiving ad¬ 
vantage from an event, which would' have af- 
fured him of the viftory. He was within a 
very little of receiving this information, which 
if he had, would have entirely changed the 
face of affairs. For the evening before the 

fecond battle of Philippi, a deferter, named 
Clodius, came into his camp, and told this 
piece of news, as a thing which was publick in 
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a. r. 710. arm y ^ t [ ie Triumviri. But they defpifed 
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his information, looking on it as a piece or 
flattery, by which this deferter wanted to make 
his court to his new friends. In fhort, they 
were not at the pains of communicating it to 
Brutus. 


The fecond Next morning, the armies being drawn up 
bat tit of i n order of battle, they remained along while 

? Dl ^$t l ‘ oppofite to each other, without offering to en¬ 
gage. Brutus did not fee among his troops, an 
air of joy and ardour, which could infpire him 
with the affurance of vanquifliing. The caval¬ 
ry were in no manner of hurry to begin the 
fight, waiting till the infantry (hould Ihew 

them the example. Befides, while he review¬ 
ed the ranks, he received feveral informations. 


which made him fufpeft the fidelity of a good 
many of the officers, and a great number of the 
troops; and thele iufpicions were the more 
eafily credited by him, as Csefar’s old foldiers, 
which chiefly compofed his army, might natu¬ 
rally be iuppofed to preferve an attachment to 
that party which they formerly belonged to. 
In fliort, a brave officer named Camulatus, 
who had been honoured with remarkable pre- 
fems for his valour, deferred to the enemy in 
the fight of Brutus. This grieved him ex- 
ceffiveiy •, and partly through indignation, and 
partly through tear of a greater defertion, he 
immediately gave the fignal, and began the at¬ 
tack towards the ninth hour of the day, that 
is to fay, within three hours of funfet. 

He had (bill the advantage, where he com¬ 
manded in perfon. At the head of his infan¬ 
try he bore down the enemy •, and, fupported 
by his cavalry, he made a ve ry great Daughter, 
and followed them a long way. But his left 


wing 
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wing fearing to be taken in flank, ftretched h £ , m R \ 7I °‘ 
felf out in order to enlarge its front; by means n ’ * 42 ’ 
of which the middle became too weak, to refift 
the violent effort of the troops of the Trium¬ 
viri. It was here then that the army of Brutus 
began to yield. The center being put into dif- 
order, and broken, the Triumviri, careful to 
make the beft ufeof this firft fuccefs, inftead 
of amufing themfelves with purfuing, killing, 
and making prifoners, thought only of hinder¬ 
ing thofe troops to rally again, who had begun 
to retreat. With this defign they feparated from 
one another; and while Oftavius penetrated as 
far as the enemies camp, and .took pofleflionof 
the polls to cut off the retreat of the fliers, An¬ 
tony got in behind Brutus, and lurrounded him. 

Brutus performed wonders in fo preffmg an ex¬ 
tremity, and afting both with head and hands, 
he fhewed himfelf equally a foldier and a com¬ 
mander •, but he had no body to fecond him. 

The troops of Caflius, amongft whom, in the 
£rft a&ion, there was more diforder than 
(laughter, had Hill preferved an impreffion of 
terror, which communicated itfelf to the reft 
of the army ; whereas, on the fide of the Tri¬ 
umviri, thofe who were vanquifhed were cut 
.to pieces at the fame time, and left behind them 
none of that terror with which troops are natu¬ 
rally flruck, when oppofed to their vanquifliers. 

And thus it appeared to have been a great ad¬ 
vantage to Brutus, to have loft fewer in the firft 
engagement than the enemy, and yet this was 
the caufe of his defeat in the fecond. 

Brutus, furrounded with the moft valiant The death 


officers that he had, fought a long while. Here °f Ca!o ' s 
it was that a fon of Cato made amends, by 
glorious death, tor the .follies of his youth. iVI ; n k ' 

M 2 For Brut. 
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a. r. 71D. p or h e had not imitated the difcretion and mo- 
' 4Z ‘ deity of his father, and his connexions with 
a Cappadocian woman, had brought upon him 
a great many jefts and railleries. But upon this 
occafion he appeared worthy of the blood from 
which he fprung, demonftrating that it is eafier 
to have courage againft dangers, or even death 
itfelf, than againft pleafures. He was always 
in the heat of the fight.and,overcome with num¬ 
bers, he neither fled nor retreated j but calling 
aloud to his enemies, and naming himfelf by 
his own name and that of his father, he fell at 


awidi that 


fraud. 


laft upon a heap of dead bodies, with which 
the ground about him was covered. 
n A great many brave men, and among others 
t 'n r-jl ef the brother of Caflius, periflied in this man- 
bt:r.7takir, ner , fighting befide Brutus. But after great 

?eat anc ^ § enerous e ff° rts > he was obliged to yield 
niXtur.e to neceflity, and feeing all was loft, he refolved 
bj'tbs zcr.e- to fly, which was no eafy matter for him to do. 

°f a For Antony had exprefsly ordered, by no means 
fmrd. t0 p u fp er t ' ne £0 efcape, for fear they fhould 

renew the war. Brutus run a very great rifk 
of being taken, and it was owing to the gene- 
rofity of a friend that he efcaped. 

A troop of Thracians were abfolutely bent 
on taking him, and purfued him very clofe. 
Lucilius, who accompanied him in his flight, 
being willing to allow him time to efcape, 
ftopt, and allowed himfelf to be taken by 
thofe barbarians, telling them that he was Bru¬ 
tus ; and, to confirm them in their miftake, 
he entreated them to carry him to Antony, as 
to an old friend, whereas Odavius was an im¬ 


placable enemy to Brutus. The Thracians, 
overjoyed with fo good a prize, returned to¬ 
wards Antony, to whom they difpatched fome 

of 
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of their companions, to give him notice that 
they were bringing Brutus along with them. 
Antony marched to meet them, followed by a 
great number of officers and foldiers, whom this 
report had affembled, fome of whom regretted 
the bad fortune of fo virtuous a man, while 
others accufed him of degenerating from the 
glory of his anceftors, in filtering himfelf, thro* 
an immoderate defire of life, to become a prey 
to a troop of Barbarians. When Antony faw 
the Thracians approach, he was a good deal 
embarraffed, hardly knowing in what manner 

he ought to receive Brutus. But Lucilius ad¬ 
vancing with an air of confidence : “It is not 
44 Brutus, fays he, that is taken, fortune has 
“ not yet had the power of committing fo 
44 great an outrage upon virtue. You will 
46 find him, dead or alive, always worthy of 
44 himfelf. I have deceived your foldiers, and 
44 I prefent myfelf before you, ready to fuffer 
44 whatever puniftiment you fhall pleafe to in- 
44 Aid upon me for my boldnefs.” At this, 
the joy of the Thracians, who had taken Luci¬ 
lius prifoner, was changed into fhame and in¬ 
dignation, and they appeared quite confound¬ 
ed : “ Be not troubled at the miftake, fays An- 
44 tony to them, you have taken a much bet- 
44 ter prize, than that which you fought after. 

41 You wanted to take an enemy, and you have 
14 brought me a friend. I take all the Gods 
ct to witnefs that I lhould have been very much 

44 troubled to know how to behave to Brutus. 

44 But men, fuch as Lucilius, I love much bet- 
44 ter to have for my friends than my enemies.” 
Having faid this, Antony ftretched out his hand 
to Lucilius, embraced him cordially, and com¬ 
mitted him to the charge of one of his friends, 

M 3 whom 
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a. r. 710. w hom he ordered to take care of him. Luci- 

lius ever after this remained attached to An¬ 
tony, and prefervea for him the fame fidelity 
which he had Ihewn to Brutus, and with the 
fame ill fortune. 

Tci lajl " j n t h« mean time Brutus had pafied over a 
7rr.7r.irt: r, ^ vu ] et; t h e banks of which were covered With 

£) r x!2S- J 

Ha kirn- wood, and very rocky. Night being come 
fkem a - on, he did not go far, but fat down in a hol- 
£zi r jt vp ] ow place, with his back againft a rock. He 

ui had with him a fmall number of his friends, 
and the firft officers of his army, amongft 
whom w ? as P. Volurrmius, whom Plutarch cites 
as the author of this part of Brutus’s life. I 
fhail not fcrupleto relate all thofe little circum- 
ilances, w r hich Plutarch has taken from thefe 
memoirs. 


rsc-f. 




Brums lifting up his eyes to heaven, which 
was all fpangled with ftars, repeated a verfe 
out of the Medea of Euripides, the fenfe 
of which is as follows : “ O a Jupiter, may 
“ he who is the occafion of fo many mifchiefs, 
t£ not efcape thy vengeance.” He meant this 

moft probably of Antony, whofe affiftance 
and fupport he had hoped for, in order to re- 
eftabliffi liberty after the death of Ctefar j and 
who, by embracing the contrary party, was 
really the caufe of all the mifchiefs which fol¬ 
lowed. Brutus added another quotation of a 
Greek poet; two verfes which Volumnitis had 
forgot, but are hinted at by Florus, and men¬ 
tioned by Dio. It is a blalphemy againft 
virtue. u 0 0 unfortunate virtue, fays Her- 


a 

b 
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“ cules, 
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“ cules, in that poet, thou art nothing but a 
“ name, and I have worfhiped thee as if thou 
“ had ft been a real good, but thou art only the 
“ flave of fortune. "Language of defpair, whieh 
expofed the conftancy that Brutus had hither¬ 
to fhewn, and evidently difcovered, that the 
hope of fliccefs was a neceflary fupport to him. 
It is thus that virtue, which is purely hurrian, 
and not founded upon the revelation of another 
life, where happinefs will always reconcile it- 
felf to virtue, never fails to contradift itfelf. 

Brutus then called to mind, with a great 
deal of concern* thofe which he had feen perifti 
in the battle, and particularly regretted Flavius, 
chief engineer of his army, and Labeo, one of 
his lieutenants, thb father of the celebrated 
lawyer of that name. Mean while one of the 
company was thirfty, and obferving Brutus in 
the fame condition, he took a helmet and went 

to fetch fome water from the rivulet, which 

« 

was hard by; In the mean time they heard a 
noife from another quarter, and Voliimnius, 
together with Dardanus, Brutus’s equerry, 
went to fee what was the caufe of it. When 
they came back again they enquired after the 
water, but it was drank while they were gone. 
Brutus was ftill compofed enough to fmile at 
this little adventure. 44 The water is drunk, 

u fays he* you muft therefore go and bring 
more.” The fame perfon went again, but 
he narrowly efcaped being taken, and got back 
with great difficulty, having been wounded. 

It would appear that Brutus had ftill fome re¬ 
mains of hope. He imagined that the number 
of the flain was not fo very confiderable on his 
fide. Statilius, whom We have already men¬ 
tion’d on the occafion of Cato’s death* offered 

M 4 to 
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to go to make the difcovery, and, in cafe the 
camp was entire, he promifed to hold up a 
light. The light appear’d, but they waited a 
long while in vain tor the return of Statilius. 
“ He will certainly return, fays Brutus, if he 
“ is aiive.” But he never did, having been 
met with by a body of the enemy, who killed 
him. 

According to Appian, Brutus palled not 
only the whole night, but part of the next day, 
wholly taken up with the care of gathering 
together the remains of his fcattered forces *, 
and now he faw about four legions of them af- 
iembled around him. It was an eafy matter 
to found thefe tioops, and to know their dif- 
pofition. Being afraid however to do it him- 
felf, he charged their officers to propofe to 
them, to make an effort to get back again to 
their camp, and to drive out the enemy from 
it. The foldiers being difeouraged, anfwered 
bluntly, that they thought they had done 
their duty to Brutus, and that nothing remain’d 
for them, but to make peace with their enemies 
on the beft terms they could. 

Plutarch makes not the leaft mention of 
this attempt, and relates the death of Brutus 
as happening the fame night after the battle, 
which account I fhall follow. 

Statilius not returning, Brutus judged very 
right, that he was killed ; and being pofitively 
determined to die himfelf, he bended a little, 
ftiU fitting upon the ground, towards one olhis 
(laves, called Clitus, and whifpered fomething 
to him. The (lave kept filence, and anfwer’d 
him only with tears. Brutus then called to 
him Dardanus, his equerry, who giving him 
no more fatisfaftion than the Have, he addrefs’d 

himlelf 
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himfelf to Volumnius, 

Greek, he put him in 

the Stoics upon voluntary death, and the firm 
courage with which he ought to be provided 
for fuch a conjuncture. He then intreated 
him to help him to hold the fword, that he 
might plunge it in the more forcibly. Volum- 
nius, and all who were prefent, refufed to 
render him fo melancholy a piece of fervice. 

And in order to divert it, one of the company 
told them, that they mult not ftay in that 
place where they were, and that it was moft 
advifable for them to fly. u Yes, replied 
16 Brutus brifkly, 5 tis ’ neceflary to fly, but it 
u muft be with the afliftance of the hands and 
u not of the feet.” 

He railed himfelf up, in pronouncing thefe 
words, and ftretching out his hand to each of 
them with a ferene countenance, he told them, 

“ That it gave him great joy to find that his 
“ friends were all faithful to him, and that 
<c if he complain’d of fortune, it was only 
“ with regard to his country. That as to his 
“ own perfon he looked upon himfelf as more 
“ happy than the conquerors, not only with 
“ regard to his former fituation, but even at 
“ that very juncture, becaufe he left behind 
“ him a glory of virtue, which neither their 
“ power, nor their arms, could poflibly pro- 
cc cure to them. That, on the contrary, all 
u pofterity would judge them to be unjuft, 

“ who had ruined thofe who had the beft 
“ rightand wicked, for opprefiing good 
“ men, in order to ufurp an unlawful and tv- 
u rannical power. ” He finifhed by exhorting 
and befeeching them to think of fecuring their 
lives. 


and fpeaking to him in A * R > 7^ 
mind of thb maxims of Ant * C ‘ 4 “‘ 


3 


He 
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a.r. 7 io. He then retired to a little diftance, accom- 
' panied only by two or three perfons, one of 
whom was Strato Egeates, who ufed to dire£t 
him in the exercifes of eloquence. This 
Grecian. Brutus depended upon, to affiftindif- 
patching him. Egeates however exprefled a 
great deal of reluftance in taking upon him fo 
Blocking an office. But when he faw that 
Brutus had recourie to one of his (laves, u If 
“ you are abfolutely determined, fay he, I 
c; can never differ that you (hould find more 
“ affiftance in a (lave than a friend.” He 
then laid fait hold of the handle of the fword, 
and turning away his face, he kept it firm. 
Brutus, railing his left arm above his head, 
feized with his right hand the point of the 
fword, and, having placed it at the left bread, 
oppofite the part where the pulfation of the 
heart is felt, he pufhed himfelf ftrongly upon 
it, and. died immediately. 

Others fay that Strato was only a witnefs of 
this bloody fcene, and that Brutus holding the 
fword with his own hand, dabbed himfelf by 
falling upon it. But he had no need of affiftance 
to die in this manner, and befides Plutarch 
gives us an unexceptionable proof that Strato 
was more than a fpeftator on this occafion. For 
he relates that fome years afterwards, Meflalla, 
when he was reconciled with Octavius, and in 
the fird rank amongd his friends, prefented to 
him that orator, faying to him with tears in 
his eyes, “ C25far, behold him who render’d 
41 to my dear Brutus the lad deplorable 
u fervice.” 

When the body of Brutus was brought to 
Antony, he called to mind his brother Caius, 
who had been kill’d by that general’s ordei*, 

and 



/^milius II. and Munatius, Confuls. 171 

arid reproached his memory -with it. How- 
ever, he rather chofe to lay the fault upon nu * 42 ' 
Hortenfius, who had been charged with the 
execution of the order, and cauftd him to be 

killed as a viftim due to his vengance. With Antony 
regard to Brutus, he order’d the laft honours cau J* a tbe 
to be paid to him, and gave a very magni- 
ficent and coftly military robe, to cover his tQ ^ ^ 
body with. He even punifhed vigoroufly the 
avarice and infidelity of the freedman, to 
v/hom he had committed the care of the 
funeral, and, who tempted by the richnefs of 
the" robe, fecreted it, inftead of burning it with 
the body. When Antony was informed of it, 
he caufed him to be put to death. The afhes 
of Brutus were put into an urn, and fent to ^*' v ! as 
Rome, to his mother Servilia. The head had 
been fever’d from the trunk, before the funeral. Rome. 
O&avius, far left generous than Antony, was Suet.Aug. 
delighted, and as it were devoted to fatisfy the 13.&D10. 
manes of Caefar, by placing at the foot of his Vtl * 
ftatue in Rome, the head of his-murderer, but 72 * 
it was loft at fea, in the paflage from Dyr- 
rachium to Italy. Brutus was only in the 
thirty feventh year of his age when he died. 

To finifh ail that belongs to the hiftory of The death 
Brutus, it remains that I give an account of the °f Port * a ' f 
death of Portia, his wife, which is related in a ^ 
very tragical manner. They fay that this 
heroine, being informed of the melancholy 
fate of her hufband, refolved not to furvive 
him. And that, as his friends, and the people 
in the houfe, kept her conftantly in their fight, 
and took care to keep all fharp inftrumerits 
out of her way, fhe put live coals into her 
mouth, and fhutting it clofe fuffocated herfelf. 

This ftory, tho’ fupported by the authorities 
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A-of Nkholau 5 Damafcenus, Valerius Maximus, 
Plut and Dio, may neverthelefs be only fabulous, 
p rotc . and credited from that tafte which men have 
Val.Max. for the marvelous ; for Plutarch quotes a let- 
IV. 6. cei* ot Brutus, in which he complains of the 

negligence of his friends with regard to Portia, 
who having been feized with a languifhing 
illnefs, formed a refolution to die without their 
offering to hinder her. It is true, this hiftorian 
feems to queftion the authenticnefs of that 
Cic. ad. letter ; but among the letters which we have 
Bru:. i. 9. of Cicero to Brutus, there is one, the fubjeft 

ot which has much embarraffed interpreters, 
and which evidently appears to be a * letter of 
confolation on the death of Portia.. Thus it 
is very probable that Portia was dead before 
Brutus. 

Ta names Hiftcry has preferved to us the names of 
of the fome illuftrious perfons, who perifhed either 

jttxjinous - m t h e battle of Philippi itfelf, or in confequence 

^Ih^xere t ^ iat mem °rable engagement. Befides the 
Ihir. a fon of Cato, the brother of Caffius, Labeo and 
Pbihfpi. Hortenfius, whom I have already mentioned 
Lr.rus ^ j b n d Varro and Lucullus, according to Va- 

^ er ios Maximus, killed by order of Antony, 
Livia,iifi d after whom Volumnius, his friend, defired 
kimjelf to be put to death, repenting for having en- 

gaged in fo unfortunate a party. Quintilius 
Y s *j ^j 2X Varus caufed one of his freedmen to kill him, 

* after putting on the ornaments of his dignity. 
But there was none of them all, whofe cafe 
was more fingular, or more proper to point 
out the uncertainty and caprice of human 
affairs, than Livius Drufus, the father ofLivia, 
who was very foon after married to Odtavius, 

* This is the spinier, oj Dr. Middleton in his life of Cicero . 

and 
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and whofe fon, Tiberius, was afterwards raifed A> R * 
to be emperor. This fame Drufus killed him- Ant ‘ 
felf in his tent, to avoid falling into the hands 
of him who was going to be his fon-in-law. 

But he would not have obtained any quarter The cruelty 
of him, for Oftavius, who had but a-fmalle^ 0 ^- 
fhare in the viftory, v/as extremely infolent vlus - 
with regard to the vanquifhed. He caufed to Suec.Aug. 
be put to death without mercy, all thofe of , 3 * 
diftinguiihed rank amongft the prifoners, even 
loading them with infults and bittereft re¬ 
proaches. To one of them, who had defired 
him to allow his body to be buried, he told 
that the vulturs and beafts of prey ffiould be 
his grave. A father and fon befeeched him to 

grant them their lives, but he ordered them to 
caft lots, and had the inhumanity tofeaft his eyes 
with the cruel fight, when, refilling to accept 
of fo barbarous a favour, the father delivered 
himfelf up to the aflaflins, and the fon killed 
himfelf. This unheard of cruelty of his, turn¬ 
ed the hearts of all people againft him; and 
when the prifoners, loaded with chains, were 
brought before the vanquilhers, all of them, 
and particularly Favonius, heartily reproached 
him, while they faluted Antony with refpett, 
calling him general. 

If we inquire into the caufe of this difference 
of conduft between Oftavius and Antony, I 
believe we fhall find no difficulty in account¬ 
ing for it. Oftavius was cruel out of prin¬ 
ciple, and, wanting to arrive at the fovereign 
power, he paved the way for it by deftroying 
all thofe who might poffibly preferve the Re¬ 
publican fpirit of liberty. Wherefore as foon 
as his wifhes were accomplifhed, and he 
thought there was no more need of cruelty, 

he 
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he became themoft humane of all princes. An- 

tony, who ftudied humanity more, and poli¬ 
ticks lefs, followed the inclinations of a heart 
naturally inclined to generofity, and from 
which, pafiion alone fometimes biaffed it. 

With Brutus periled, properly fpeaking, 
the Republican party. For thofe weak efforts 
which the remains of the armies, both by fea 
and land, which acknowledged them for their 
chief, afterwards made, can only be compared 
to the laft convulfions of a dying man. With 
regard to Sextus Pompeius, who difcovered 
true figns of life, he ought not to be confider’d 
as a Republican, but as one whofe chief care, 
as well as the Triumviri, was to fatisfy hi’s 
ambition. 

Of the remains of the army vanquiflied at 
Philippi, there was affembled a body of about 
fourteen thoufand men, who offered the com¬ 
mand to Meflalla. Though he was very young, 
his reputation was great, and, next to Brutus 
and Cafiius, he made the greateft figure 
in that party. He gave a proof of his wif- 
dom, in not ftriving injudicioufly againft 
fortune. For in concert with him, whofe 
birth and rank made him in a manner his col- 


legue, that is to fay with Bibulus fon-in-law 
of Brutus, he made ufe of that authority .which 
thefe unfortunate troops invefted him with, to 
determine them to fubmit to the conquerors, 
who received them very willingly, and divided 
them amongft their legions. 

A fine ex- I ought to mention here an exprefiion qf 
prejfion of Meflalla to Q&avius, though it happened fe.- 
MejfalUto veral years after. The judicious and faithfql 

PluHlfut Meflalla attached himfelf to Oftavius, and 

ferved him very honeftly in the war agai&ffc 

2 Antony. 
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Antony. O&avius tefiifying his acknowledg- A * R * 7 J °* 
ments to him with fome furprife, that after he Anl ' C ‘ 4a * 
had been fo warm an enemy to him at Philip¬ 
pi, he fhould give fuch fhining proofs of his 
attachment to him at Aftium. “ Be not fur- 
“ priled at that, replied Meffalla, you have 
always feen me on the belt fide of the quef- 
tion.” An expreffion equally bold and 
obliging, and further, ftriftly true in every cir- 
cumftance. The caufe of Brutus was certainly 
more juft than that of the Triumviri. Be¬ 
tween O&avius and Antony, juftice was not 
in the queftion. But it is certain that the good 
of the Empire required, that O&avius ffiould 
be conqueror. 

I return to what followed upon the battle of Appian. 
Philippi. The forts about Philippi, with the 
troops which poffefled them, together with the 
magazines of the iflands of Xhaios, fell into the 
hands of the conquerors; and all the riches 
which was found in thofe different places, as 
well as in the camps of Brutus and Caffius, be¬ 
came the prey of the foldiers. 

A fquadron commanded by Caffius of Par- rt- 
ma, which came from Alia, and did notar -union ofai 
rive till after the battle, with provifions and :hs narja f l 
troops for the Repulican army, was foon ^ 

mented by the jun&ion of fome other fmall qufin 
fleets, which, after Brutus’s defeat, were feat- parry. 
tered up and down, without knowing what to 
do. It was likewife ftreogthened by a great 
number of officers and foldiers, who efcaped 
from the battle. The fon of Cicero, and fome 
other perfons of diixinftion, having efcaped 
from Thafos, went likewife on board this 
fquadroh, which by means of thofe feveral 
additions, became a confiderable fleet. In this 

condition . 
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condition they failed to the Ionian fea, and 
ranked themfelves under the command of the 
admirals, Murcus and Domitius Ahenobar- 
bus. 

There they held a great council of war, the 
bufinefs of which was, what refolution ought 
to be taken with regard to the fluttered re¬ 
mains of a power, which a little before^ was 
very formidable. In fpite of the defeat at 
Philippi, the two commanders were equally 
averfeto court the friendfhip of the Triumviri, 
who appear’d to them, and not without reafon, 
deferving their hatred. But though they readi¬ 
ly agreed upon what they ought to avoid, they 
were neverthelefs divided in relation to what 
courfe was proper for them to follow. Murcus, 
who had more folid judgment and lefs vanity, 
faw that it was not poffible for them by them¬ 
felves to refift the Triumviri, and was of opi¬ 
nion, that they ought to join Sextus Pompeius, 
and thereby form the whole enemies of the 
Triumviri into one body. Domitius, who was 
proud, couragious, and haughty, jealous of 
the rights of liberty, and probably of the quality 
of the chief of the party, could no more pre¬ 
vail upon himfelf to obey Sextus, than he could 
fubmit to Antony and Odtavius. That am¬ 
bition which his rank and birth infpired him 
with, would not allow him to fubmit to any of 
thofe, whom he looked upon as no more than 
his equals. He propofed then to defend the 
Republick with all the forces which remained, 
and maintain themfelves independent, till the 
laft moment, which alone was worthy of 
Romans. 

Murcus and Domitius not only maintain’d 
their feveral opinions very warmly, but they 

put 
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ptjp them in execution. Murcus, with thofe R - v* 
$ho were willing to follow him, paffed into ' *** 
JSicfly, and carried with him a great augmen¬ 
tation of force to Sextus Pompeius. Domitius 
was obftinate in keeping the fea as a com¬ 
mander, ’till he was at laft obliged to fubmit 
to Antony, as we lhall fee in its proper place. 

I muft beg leave to propofe here, to tht An allegey 
loverS of letters, a thought of my own, concern- °f HoreCi 
I ing that famous allegory of Horace, which has ^ 

| beenfo differently explained, and has relation to theft left 
1 that circumftance which I have juft mentioned, troubles $/ 
There the poet reprefents the Republican party , tbe Re P ub ‘ 
after the battle of Philippi, under the image of j^race 
a fluttered veffel, which is deftitute ofrefource, odel. 14. 
and which muft certainly perilh, were it to 
ftrike again upon the fame Ihelves upon which 
it was before fhipwrecked. AH the parts of 
this allegory are perfectly explained in the 
above circumftance. 

Horace took, upon this occafion, tha tUatpoet 
refolution which he advifed others to. I having ef- 
have faid, that upon finilhing his ftudies at 
Athens, he had been taken care of by Brutus, 
and made a legionary Tribune. He was in finds an* 
this * ftation at the battle of Philippi, where puree in 
he made no great figure, as to his courage ; bn & emui 
for he fled, and threw down his buckler whicl \f or P mr )' 
embarrafied him. But if he did not lofe his 
life, he loft all his goods, and the little fortune 
he had, which was confifcated to the van- 
quifhers. We owe to the melancholy fituation 
which he was in at that time, thofe beautiful 
pieces of poetry, which have been either the 


Tecum Philippos & celerem fu?am 
Senfi, relida non bene parmuia. 
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admiration of, or afforded an ufeful amufe- 
ment to, men of letters of all ages. It it pot* 
fible enough, he might never have cultivated 
that happy talent which he had received from 
nature, had not neceffity forced him to it. 
He has taken care to inform us of this himfelf. 
44 I a faved myfelf, lays he, at the battle of 
44 Philippi, very much reduced, like a bird 
44 whofe wings are cut, and robbed of my 
44 houfe and the place of my nativity. In 
44 this diftrefs, bold poverty forced me to make 
44 verfes.” He had no reafon to complain of 
the Mufes ; and the favours of Msecenas, 
which he gain’d by his poetry, reftored to him, 
with fufficient ufury, all that he had loft. 


Unde fimul primum me dimifere Philippi, 

Decifis humilem pennis, inopemqye paterni 
Et laris k firndi, Paupertas impuht audax 
Ut verius facerem. 

EpL II. 
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BOOK L. 


T H E PerUfian war. The origin of An¬ 
tony's love for Cleopatra. A treaty 
betWeefi the Triumviri and Sextus Pompeius. 
YiAorki gained by Ventidius over the Par¬ 
tisans. The war between O&aviiis and Sextus 
renewed. An. Rent. 710-715. 


publican 



$. I. 

7 'be Triumvirate becomes triumphant. The Re - 

rty is deftroyed. Antony and Oft a- 
vrn maze a new divifton of the provinces be¬ 
tween them , to the prejudice of Lepidtts. Oc¬ 
tavius returns into Itdly , and takes upon him 
the diftribution of the lands promt fed to the 
Veterans. The advantage which he found in 
this funflion. The itnmenfe number of thofe 
Whom he had to recompence. The indifpofition 
of 0 flavins at Brundufium. The origin of the 
Perujtan War. The vain character of L . An- 
tonius. The oppofite tnterefls of the foldiers, 
and the poffeffors of thofe lands which were ap¬ 
pointed for them. The avarice and infolence of 

the foldiers. A third inter eft interfer'd , viz. 
that of Antony. The fecret motive which ani¬ 
mated Fulvia againft 0flavins. The fruitlefs 
attempts of 0flavins to Jhun a war . His arS 
fulnefs and conflancy. The difference between 
the forces of Oflavius's party , and of that of 
Lucius. The beginning of the Wat. Lutius 
is bejieged in Perujia by Oflavius. A famine in 

N 2 Perujia 
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Perufia. Lucius goes bmfdfto find Oftavius, 
in order to furrendtr at diferetion . Good ex- 
frejfitms of Oftavius , who nevertbelefs orders 
bloody executions. The town of Perufia is 
reduced to afhes, by an unforefeen accident . 
Lucius's party is abfolutely defrayed in Italy. 
The flight of Li. Nero , the hufband of Livia , 
and father of the emperor Tiberius. The flight 
and death of Fulvia. Julia, the mother of 
Antony , efcapes to Sicily , w&re Pom- 

pe/ttj obliges her to pafs into Greece. Lucius 
is fent into Spain , the title of Pro-con fid. 

Antony's mild and popular conduct in Greece. 
The luxuries of Afia plunge him into debauchery. 
Rejoicings in one part, and mourning in the 
ether , in Afia. The fmplicity and gentlenefs of 
Antony's character , the caufe both of good and 
evil effects. The origin of bis peffion for Cleo¬ 
patra. The magnificent and gallant entry of 
that Princefs into Tarfus , where Antony was. 
The mutual entertainments between Cleopatra 
and Antony. The charms of Cleopatra’s mind 
were more ftducing than tbofe of her beauty. 
She fubdues Antony. She makes life of her 

power over Antony , to confirm to her felf the 
poff-fihn of Egypt. She returns to Alexandria , 
and Antony prefently follows her. The cbildi(h 
amufemenis and extravagant txpences of Antony. 


ThtTrium- 

*inri tri- 



Y the victory at 1 Philippi the Trium- 
^ viri became triumphant. There remained 
^ moft none of the Republican forces, and 
licanparti Sextus Pompeius, on all accounts an enemy to 
is defied. Csefar’s fa&ions, poffeffing Sicily only, was 


* Brcto h Caffio csfis nulla jai 
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no formidable enemy to thofe, who faw all the *‘ c 710 * 
reft of the Roman empire fubmit to their n ‘ * 42 ' 
authority. 

According to the terms of that treaty which Antony and 

was the bafis of the triumviral league, the three 

affociated generals were to fhare equally the ^ 
fruits of their vidlory ; but the faith of treaties fan of the 
is very little regarded among ambitious per- provinces 
fons. Oftavius and Antony, who had all the the 
troops under their command, agreed together 
to fpoil the feeble Lepidus. They accufed him Lipidus. 
of having kept a correfpondence with Sextus Dio. 1. 
Pompeius in their abfence, and under this pre- * lv,n - 
tence, but really upon account of his being 
without fupport, as well as without genius, they 
agreed to appropriate his provinces to them- 

felves •, only allowing him, , as from a kind of 
commiferation, Africa, properly fo called, pro¬ 
vided he was not found blameable. 

Odavius, who was not very favourably treat¬ 
ed at the firft divifion of the provinces, took 
care to make amends for himfelf in this. He’ 
took to himfelf Spain and Numidia, and even 
detached from Antony’s lot Cifalpine Gaul, not 
to add it to his own, but in order that it might 
be incorporated with Italy, according to Cas- 
far’s ancient plan, and that it might no longer 
be regarded as a Roman province. O&avius’s 
fyftem was not to part with Italy, but to efta- 
blifli his authority there upon a lafting footing. 

Thus it was not agreeable to his views that any 
other general fhould have a right to keen his 
legions on this fide the Alps. They had ex¬ 
perienced in the war between Casfar and Pom- 
pey, and afterwards in that between Decimus 
and Antony, of what importance the govern¬ 
ment of Cifalpine Gaul was, to keep Rome in 

N i awe. 
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a . r - 710. awe. Antony’s fhare then only comprehended 
Ml ' * rl ’ all Gaul on the other fide the Alps, with that 

part of Africa which Cornificius pofifeffed. But 
that which feemed to give the fuperi,orit¥ to 
Antony, was the commiffion which he took tQ 
go and eftabliflh the triumviral power in th$ 
Eaft. That is to fay, to take pofleffion of 
t'nofe vaft and opulent countries, where therQ 
was no fear of refinance, after the defeat and 
death of Brutus and CaJIius. 

Octavius was very fenfible how much he was 
hurt here, hut neeeflity obliged him to make 
large allowances to a colleague who was, at that 
time, his fuperior. The vidory of Philippi 
belonged properly to Antony. The whole ar¬ 
my attributed the honour of it to him ; and 
by the glory of that action he quite eclipfed 
Odavius, who had but very little (hare in it. 

It may be faid however of that artful politi- 
ret^mino c ian, that he only yielded to Antony the ap- 

P earance > an( ^ retained to himfelf the real ad- 
*krm' ^17 vantage. He returned into Italy, and charged 
d:fir:b'Jiizn himfelf with eftabliflung in colonies the vete- 
cj tb< lardi ran5? to whom they were bound to pay the re- 
pnmu'd:bc war j 0 f their fervices. From this he drew a 

"<Ihtadvar- double advantage. In the firft place, in cafe 
tagtsi ir.vA of a rupture, he had Rome and Italy on. his 
bthuri m fide, and he could give authority to his caufe: 

by the names of the Senate and Roman people, 
which was a great advantage in a civil war. 
Befides, the foldiers were to receive their re* 
wards immediately from his hands. He muft 
then become the direct objed of their gratitude 
and attachment, and it was only by reflexion 
that Antony could poffibly enjoy any (hare in 
it, 


O Savzvt 


ibis fur.c- 
tisa. 


The 



Mmuv$IL andMVNATiusi Confuls. 183 

The number of thofe whom he had. to re- A * R * 71* 
corn pence was very great. Antony, in a fpeech fbi tin - 4 ** 
which he made to the deputies of the Eaft, as menft num - 
Appian teftifies, make them amount to more ber °f 
than one hundred and feventy thoufand. To ^ 
fuch a prodigious number of veterans, Oftavius c a om p° enc r .j~ 
was to affign houfes and lands in Italy, over Appian. 
and above a gift of twenty thoufand fqfterces Dio * 
each. The money neceffary for this diftribu- plut Ant# 
tion was not ready. Antony however took 
upon hinj to raifeit by taxes, which he would 
lay : on the provinces of the Eaft. For this 
end he marched into Afia with fix legions, and 
ten thoufand horfe. After he had made fome 

9 

ftay in Greece, Oftavius brought the reft of 
the troops back to Italy.. 

The fep&ratlon of thefe twd generals, obliges 
me like wife to divide the account I am to give 
of them. We fhall therefore leave Antony for 
a while, and confine ourfelves to Oftavius, who 
had work enough on his hands from the corn- 
mi fiion he had undertaken. 

The firft thing which happened to him was 7^ 
his being taken very ill ; and in this illnefs he portion 0 f 
had almoft loft his life. He had not been well Osiavius 

cured of the difeafe he was attacked with when a J BrurJum 
he went from Macedonia. He had always beeiv ' 
in a languishing condition, aind too much hur¬ 
ried with affairs, to have time to take care of 
his health, fo that he had nearly died at Brun- 
dufium. There was a report fpread of his 
death, which occafioned a good deal of trouble 
at Rome. Several had conceived hopes, and 
formed projects of a chdhge. Others, on the 
contrary, imagined that his difeafe was only a 
feint ; and that the report was published on 
purpofe to found the fentiments of the citizens, 

N 4 and 
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a R^ 0 - and to have an opportunity of repeating the 
* *** violences and horrors of the profcriptions. So 
great a fermentation in the fpirits of the people, 
made the prefence of OClavius necellary in 
Rome. He therefore fet out as foon as he was 
able to bear the fatigue of the journey, fend¬ 
ing before him letters, which he wrote to the 
Senate, to calm their fears, by the promifes of 
a mild and moderate condud. 


fbt origin It was hardly poflible for him to make good 
of tbt ? ( - a promife of this kind, confidering the odious 

r&va/T °P era ^ on w hch he had to go through, and the 

char a a ir trouble he was going to occafion all over Italy, 
of L. Ante- by driving from their houfes and lands the 
*iiu. lawful poffeffors, in order to eftablifh foldiers 

in their room. Another great obftacle to his 
tranquillity was L. Antonius, the brother of 

Antony, and prefent Conful, a man lefs vicious 
perhaps than turbulent, and whofe proper cha¬ 
racter feems to have been levity, want of con- 
fideration, and vanity. 

This laft failing has been already taken no¬ 
tice of in this hillory, by thofe ftatues which 
he had caufed to be made for him, and by the 
vain inferiptions, where the order of the Ro¬ 
man knights and the thirty-five tribes acknow¬ 
ledged him for their patron. A very extrava¬ 
gant and unheard-of 1 title ; as if the thirty- 
five tribes, that is to fay the Roman people, 
the vanqui fliers and mailers of the world, 
could have need of a patron, or bellow that 
tide upon one of their citizens. 


* Populi Romani igltareft bus, tantis rebus geftis fuit, 

parroni^ L. Antocius!. qui fe Populi Romani vjdo- 

Non mciio hie latro, quern risdominique omnium gen* 
dienrem habere nemo velit; tium tutcrem diccre aude- 
fed qu;s unqaam tantis opi- ret ? Cie. Phil. VI. 12. 


In 
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In confequence of the fame vanity, he was a. r. 7x0. 
charmed with honouring himfelf, that very Ant# c * 
fame year, with the cenforfhip and a triumph ; 
but he was a cenfor without office, and had a 
triumph without merit. He was cenfor with Pigh. An- 
P. Sulpicius, and made out no roll which pro- na J- 
perly belonged to this office. As to his tri- Dl °* 
umph, he demanded it in virtue of the pre¬ 
tended exploits againft the mountaineers or the 
Alps. But what he did was extremely trifling, and 
he even had not the command in chief, which 
was always an eflential condition of a triumph. 

Befides all this, he would never have obtained 
it, without the afiiftance of Fulvia his fifter-in- 
law. This bold woman, in abfence of An¬ 
tony her hulband, and Oftavius her fon-in-law, 
exercifed in Rome the triumviral authority, 
which Lepidus did not know how to make ufe 
of. She granted her protection to L. Anto- 
nius, in order to obtain a triumph, on account 
of that refpeft, or rather obedience, by which 
he recommended himfelf to her in the admi- 
niftration of his Confullhip. He triumphed 
the fame day that he entered into office with 
P. Servilius Ifauricus, that is to fay the firft 
of January. 


L. Anton 1 us. a R u 

P. Servilius Vatia Isauricus II. Aat. c/41. 

After the ceremony of the triumph, L. An- 
tonius came to hold the Senate. In order to 
this he put off the ornaments of the triumpher, 
when he took occafion to compare himfelf very 
cruelly to Marius, who alfo had occafion to 
put off the triumphal robe, in order to prefide 
in the Senate as Conful. Lucius obferved a 

difference 
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a. r. 7 ti. difference between him avid Marius, whereinhe 

’ had the advantage ; which was* that Marius 
was obliged to be put in mind not to mix the 
military pomp of triumph* with the pacific 
office of president of the Senate *, whereas, 
with refpect to himfelf, his -modefty was pure¬ 
ly voluntary, and required no hint. Another 
thing ftill in which he gave himfelf the pre¬ 
ference to the vanquilher of Jugurtha and the 
Cimbrii, was the great number of ftatues ke 
faw erected to his glory, whereas Marius had 
fcarcely one. We may eafily conceive by this 
what a vain man L. Antonius was, and what 


an eafy matter it was for a haughty abfolute 
woman, fuch as Fulvia, to govern a man of 
that character. Thus it was commonly faid 
that Fulvia triumphed, and enjoyed the com 
fnlar power. 

Octavius however was not of that ftamp as 
to allow her to ufurp fuch an authority over 
him. In confequence of which there foon hap¬ 
pened a divifion between them, which increafed 
to an open war. The occafion of it was the 
diilribution of the lands promifed to the fol- 
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diers, which (he exclaimed againft. 

The execution of this was in itfelf as diffi¬ 
cult as it was unjuft. The proprietors, whom 
they drove from their eftates, complained bit¬ 
terly. They came in flocks to Rome, with 
their wives and children, crying aloud, and de¬ 
manding what crime they had committed, and 
why, as they were born in Italy, members of 
the Empire and the Republick, they were treat¬ 
ed as vanquifhed enemies. Complaints fo juft 
exafperated all the people, and thofewho were 
capable of viewing things in a political light, 
were fenfible beftdes that thefe lands, diftri- 


buted 
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buted to the foldiers, confirmed the power to 
their general, became fetters to erilave the ‘ 4U 
ftate for ever, and deftroyed all hope of ever 
feeing liberty again re-eftablifhed. Befides, 
they had made a choice of the beft towns of 
Italy; for this calamity was not common to all 
of them, but fell precifely upon the moft beau¬ 
tiful, and thole whom the beft lands belonged 
to, By this means the foldiers were better re- 
compenced, and this the Triumviri had a par¬ 
ticular eye upon. But an odious enough dif- 
tin&ion, gave a new force to the murmurs and 
indignation of thofe who were the fubjefts of 
it. In fhort, Come of the moft powerful Citi¬ 
zens and Senators found themfelves included in 
the difgraee, on account of the fituation of the 
lands which they pofieffed. The credit of thofe 
augmented the weight of their complaints. It 
was not poflible for Odtavius to beep up to the 
rigour with them, and he was obliged to abate, 
at leaft in fome meafure, fo evident and tyran¬ 
nical an injuftice. One exception granted, ne- 
ceflarily introduced others. Sometimes he was 
obliged to yield to the force of recommenda¬ 
tions, and poverty, itfelf fpoke for thofe who 
loft all their fubfiftence in lofing their little he¬ 
ritage. 

Qn the other hand, the avaricious foldiers 
looked; upon every thing as taken from them, 
which was left to the proprietors. Not con¬ 
tent with the Stare which was; allotted them, 
they violently took poffefiion of the lands of 
their neighbours, Virgti was a famous, exam- Virgil, 
pie of this. Hiis little eftate hiving been ex- Ec). ix. y 
erupted from the common law, by the favour ,1>I Strv ’ 
which-, he found with Odfavius, the certCiHiion 
Arius, who was fettled in his neighbourhood, 

wanted 
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• wanted to enlarge his boundaries; upon which 
he quarrelled with him, and Virgil run a rifle 
of being killed by that brutal officer, if a fpee- 
dy flight had not faved his life, and preferved 
to the Latin mufes him who was to become 
their principal glory. 

Octavius himfelf had a great deal to fear 
from the difeontent of his foldiers. Their in- 
folence was excefiive, and proportioned to the 
need which they underftood he had of them. 
He faw himfelf expofed more than once to the 
danger of becoming a viftim to their fury, and 
his happy efcape from it, efpecially in that 
commotion which I am going to give an ac¬ 
count of, was owing to his dexterity in joining 
to a firm courage, that indulgence which the 
circumftances of the times required. 

He had appointed them to affemble in the 
Campus Martius, where they were to receive 
his orders, with regard to the diftribution of the 
lands which had been promifed them. They 
aflembled very early, even before day-light; 
and as O&avius made them wait, they began 
to mutiny. A Centurion, called Nonius, had 
the boldnefs to reprefent to them, that they 
wanted refpeft for their general, and excufed 
his flownefs as an effeft of his bad ftate of 
health, and not of any want of regard for them. 
Thofe who heard him, called him a flatterer, 
mixing railleries with their inveftives. The 
quarrel increafed ; they foon came to threaten- 
ings, and Nonius feeing himfelf attacked by a 
number of furious people, found no other re- 
fource left than to throw himfelf into the Ti¬ 
ber, in order to fwim over it. But the fedi- 
tious folders followed him, pulled him out of 

the 
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the water, killed him, and expofed his body R - 7»* 
in the ftreet where Oftavius was to pafs. u ’ 4I " 

Upon hearing of this, the friends of Oftavius 
advifed him not to truft himfelf to fuch mad 
people, who were capable of carrying things to 
the greateft excefs. But he was fenfible that he 
muft be ruined for ever, provided he drew 
back upon fo critical an occafion. He re- 
folved then to face the danger, how great fo- 
ever it was, avoiding in the mean while, to in- 
creafe the evil by too haughty a conduct, which 
in fuch a conjun&ure would have been very 
imprudent. Upon arriving at the Campus 
Martius, he faw the body of Nonius, and 
turned afidefrom it. Afterwards, being mount¬ 
ed upon his tribunal, he complained very mo- 
deftly of the murder of that officer. He im¬ 
puted it to only a few of thofe who heard him, 
and exhorted them to ufe more moderation, 
with regard to one another, and mutually to 
fpare the lives of each other. After this ftiort 
lbeech, he executed what he had promifed, as 
if nothing had happened to give him any un- 
cafmefs. He diftributed the lands, afiigning to 
each corps their lot and diftrift. He even be¬ 
llowed military gifts on thofe who deferved 
them, and upon fome who deferved them not * 
and all this with a gentlenefs and dignity which 
not only calmed the mutineers, but filled 
them with admiration. Alhamed and con¬ 
founded at their own ihfolence, and fenfible 
that they deferved a different treatment, they 
wanted to give proofs of their repentance for 
what they had done, by offering to Odtavius, 
to difcover thofe who had killed Nonius, and 
bring them to him, in order that juftice might 
be executed upon them. But he pufhed his 

2 indulgence 
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a^r^ 7 h. indulgence to the very laft, telling them that 
u ' 4I * he knew very well thofe who were culpable, 

but he thought they would be fufficientiy pu- 
nifhed by the reproaches of their own conr 
fciences, and the condemnation which their 
companions pronounced againft thenu This laft 
artful expreffion gained their hearts effectually, 
and they all ft rove who fhould praife him rftoff, 
and tcftify to him their fatisfaftion by repeated 
acclamations. 

A third in- It may now be eafily conceived into what 
ttni inter- ftrange perplexity, and what a labyrinth of 

f fTea, *° .difficulties and dangers the oppofite incerefts 
'dntni* 6 * proprietors of lands, and an infinite 

number of military people, accuftomed to give 
laws to their Chiefs mftead of obeying them, 
muft throw OCtavius. To increafe the trouble 
and confufion, a third intereft interfer’d, viz. 
that of Antony. Lucius his brother, and Fui- 
via his wife, were very fenfibfe that O&avius, 
by taking upon him entirely the diftribution of 
the rewards, muft engrofs to himlelf all the 
merit of it. In order to remedy this inconve- 
niency, they demanded Odbavhas to divide the 
charge of eftablifhing the veterans in colonies, 
fo that he might regulate whatever concerned 
his own foldiers, and thev thofe of Antony. 
Octavius alledged in op~pofition to this, the au¬ 
thority of the Convention made with his col¬ 
league, whereby it was ftipulated, that the di¬ 
rection of this whole affair fhould be left en¬ 
tirely to him. This reafon might prove' the 
juftnefs of Oftavius’s pretenfions, but was- not 
fufficient to appeafe the fears of Lucius and 
Fulvia, and befides this laft had a fecret mo¬ 
tive which rendered her implacable towards 
Oftavius. 


She 



Antonius and Servilius II. Confuls. igi 

She had been informed, that Antony, whofe *'J“ Q 7 ' U 
inclination to debauchery fhe very well knew, <rbtfi<ret 
entertained publickly in the Eaft Glaphyra, the motive 
wife of Archilaus, grand Pontiff of Comanes; ani ~ 
She wanted to avenge herfelf, by means of 
O&avius, on the infidelity of her hufband, o&iwIm. 
without being (hocked at the horror of the in- 
ceft j for he whom Ihe folicited fo impudent¬ 
ly, was her fon-in-law. The young Triumvir 
reje&ed the advances of that impudent and im¬ 
perious woman j andevenfent her daughter back 
to her, alluring her that Ihe was a virgin. This 
double affront, exafperated Fulvia beyond all 
meafure, and Ihe gave herfelf no reft till fhe 
had excited a war, by which (he propofed, at 
the fame time, to fatisfy her refentment againft 
O&avius, and to force Antony from his new 
amours, by obliging him to return to Italy. 

Oftavius had great reafon to fear a war in The fruit - 
the circumftances he was in ; for befides thofe ¥ s “ fUm P n 

of 03ann¬ 
ul tojhun a 
■vjar. His 
artfulnefs 

and the reputation he had of joining clemency a * d con ' 
and generofity with his bravery, was a great 
obftacle to O&avius’s fuccefs. He therefore 
did not negled to inform, them, that he agreed 
in every refpeft with his colleague, and that 
Lucius and Fulvia afted without the orders, 
and even contrary to the intentions of Antony. 

But it was very natural to think that a party, at 
the head of which appeared the brother, and 
wife of Antony, rauft certainly be his, and this 
impreffipn continued upon people’s minds. Be- 
fides, a faction fo much efteemed, had of icfelf 

% * • m K "• * % 

a very great force. I find in Italy, at the time 
we are now fpeaking of, fix or feven chiefs, 

and 


difficulties which I have already mentioned, 
the bare name of Antony, who was at that time 
much extolled for the glory of his exploits 
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a. R. 71T. ^nd as many armies, which acknowledged An- 
Aat * ** 1 ' tony's authority. The chief of thefe, for the 

mod part men of merit and Ikilful in war, 
were Ventidius, Pollio, Calenus, and Plancus. 
In ffiort, that which added mod to the trou¬ 
bles and dangers of O&avius, was the famine 
which arofe in Italy, on the one hand, unculti¬ 
vated and laid wade by the expulfion of the old 
proprietors; and on the other, deprived of the 
affidance which it ufed to receive from abroad, 
and haralTed with incurfions both by Sextus 
Pompeius and Domuius Ahenobarbus. The 
famine began already to be felt in Rome, and 
there to occafion popular infurre&ions. 

Influenced by fo many united motives, Ofta- 
vius thought himfelf bound to try every expe¬ 
dient, in order to fhun a war. He granted to 

Lucius and Fulvia that which they demanded, 
and confented that they Ihould prefide at the 
didribution of the rewards which belonged to 
Antony’s foldiers. This was all that they could 
pretend to with any colour of reafon But Ful¬ 
via wanted to be revenged j in which Ihe was 
very well leconded by Manius, who had the 
care ot Antony’s affairs in Italy during his ab- 
fence, and was a very bold and intriguing man. 
Thefe two heads governed Lucius. 

It was relolved in council to labour to unite 
the poffeffors of lands and the foldiers againd 
Odtavius. Thus Lucius and Fulvia, indead of 
continuing as they had begun to give edablilh- 
ments to Antony’s foldiers, received on one hand 
the complaints of thofe who were driven out of 
their poffeffions, thereby making a Ihewof pro- 
tedling the oppreffed ; and on the other they 
publiihed, that the confifcated goods of the 
proferibed, and of thofe who had been declared 

enemies 
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enemies to the publick, were fufficient to pay 
off the rewards promiied the foldiers; to which 
they added, as a fupplement in cafe of need, 
the money which Antony was then raifing in 
Afia. 

There could be nothing more fpecious than 
thofe allegations. O&avius, far from having 
thofe immenfe fums to difpofe of, found his 
finances run fo fhort, that he was obliged to 
break upon the treafures of the moft revered 
temples of Italy, and even thofe of the Capi¬ 
tol *, engaging himfelf however to reftore them 
afterwards. And with regard to Antony, the 
moft profufe of all mankind, it would be only 
deceiving themfelves to expeft money from 
him. Mean while thofe fpeeches of Lucius 
and Fulvia, authorized by the name of Anto¬ 
ny, were greedily fwallowed by the poffeffors 
of lands, who found themfelves thereby agree¬ 
ably flattered •, and the foldiers themfelves, 
provided they were to lofe nothing by it, pre¬ 
ferred that kind of reward which was lefs odi¬ 
ous and tyrannical. 

I do not know if ever there was a fituation 
more delicate and critical, than that which 0<fta- 
vius was in that time. It were greatly to be 
wifhed, that we were acquainted with the mo¬ 
tives of his policy upon that occafion, explained 
by fome able hand. But fuch writers as Appian 
and Dio give us only bare accounts, frequently 
ill ranged, loaded with ufelefs details, wanting 
neceffary materials, and always void of life 
and fpirit. The idea which I have formed of 
the conduft of Oftavius from the idea given of 
him by thefe authors, is as follows. 

Firm in his principles, and fteady in his 
views, he very well underftood that his power, 
• Vol. XV, O which 


m 
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a R. 7 ^* which was founded upon arms, could only be 
^ ' 41 ' fupported by them. Thus he placed all his 

hopes on his army, and though he felt the 
juftnefs of the complaints of thofe whom they 
had fpoiled of their inheritances, he did not at 
all hearken to them, and contented himfelf with 
granting fome gende mitigations. As to the 
reft, he followed fteadily his plan, of putting 
the foldiers in poffcffion of thofe lands which 
had been promifed to them. This fyftem was 
the only one which was truly advantageous to 
the troops, and confequently the only one ca¬ 
pable of attaching to him inviolably his own 
foldiers, and bringing back to him fooner or 
later thofe of Antony, whom they made to a£t 
contrary to their proper intereft. 

His bufinds then was to point out to them 
the illufion with which they were abufed. In 
order to this, there was nothing more proper, 
than to propofe an explication with his ad- 
verfaries, to enter into a negotiation with them, 
and to take the foldiers themfdves as arbiters. 
This Octavius did ; and what made it ftill more 
eaiy for him was, that Lucius’s vanity had made 
him attack the Triumvirate, and undertake to 
re-eftabliih the confular government. But he 
was neither difinterefted enough, nor had he 
parts or judgment fufficient to execute fuch a 
projeft. But he did himfdf honour by it; ad¬ 
vanced that his brother conlented to it; and 
that fince Octavius and Lepidus were obftinate 
in oppofmg the good of the Republick, they 
ought to fuffer the puniftiment of thofe crimes 
which they had committed in the exercife of 
their office. 

If thefe notions of Lucius could have taken 
place, none would havofuffered fo much by it 

as 



ANtoNius and Servilius II. Confuls. 

as the veterans, whofe whole fortunes and 
eftablilhments had no other bafis and fupport 
than the triumviral power. Odavius put the 
finifhing ftroke to gain them over to his in- 
tereft, by fubmitting his difpute with Lucius 
to their arbitration. A number of veterans, 
with the deputies of fome of the Legions, af- 
fembled in the Capitol; and from thence they 
fignified to Lucius, that he muft make his 
complaints to them, and agree to their decifion, 
unlels he chofe to have them for his enemies. 
The fame was fignified to Odavius, who rea¬ 
dily fubmitted to it. 

Lucius, at that time, poffefled Prenefte, ha¬ 
ving left Rome, where he law his adverfary 
had the chief power. He afiembled troops, 
always attended by Fulvia, and governed by 
the influences of that audacious woman. Tho* 
the order which was intimated to them froni 
the army, difpleafed them very much, yet they 
durft not refufe to obey ; and Lucius promifed 
to go to Gabii, a place fituated almoft at ah 
equal diftanee between Rome and Prenefte, 
and made choice of on this account, for a trial 
lb extraordinary in all its circumftances. 

Odavius rendered himfelf firft at the rendez- 
vous,and immediately detach’d fome of his peo¬ 
ple to reconnoitre the country, in order to fee 
that there was no ambufli laid for him. It is very 
likely that his intention was what adually hap¬ 
pened i for his fcouts meeting thofe which 
went before Lucius, quarrelled with them, en¬ 
gaged them, and killed fome of them. Lu¬ 
cius, frightened at this event, turned back im¬ 
mediately, and it was Rot poflible to perfuade 
him to prefent himfelf before the new military 
tribunal, tho’ the principal officers offered to 

O 2 guard 
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A - R - 7 ”- guard and efcort him. This obftinate refufa! 
^ turn’d the minds of the veterans againft him *, 

and as they remembered befides, that Lucius 
and Fulvia fpoke of them with contempt, 
calling them the Spaterdajb * Senate , they de¬ 
clared themfelves loudly for Oftavius, and took 
up arms in his favour. 

Octavius law himfelf then very well fup- 
ported, having on his fide, befides his own 
proper troops, all that multitude of veterans, 
which was ft ill more formidable by their va- 
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par*, and lour and experience, than by their numbers. 

y* Lucius. Lucius on his fide appeared to oppofe him 

with confiderable forces, but he had only a 
precarious authority over the greateft part of 
them, excepting fix legions, which were per* 
fonally attached to him, becaufe moft part of 
the foldiers who compofed them had been 
raifed among the people of Italy, whofe caufe 
he defended. As to the reft, he was ferved 
but very fuperficially by the lieutenants and 
armies of his brother in Italy. They could 
not eafily perfuade themfelves that Antony 
would approve of a war againft his colleague. 
Befides the equality between the different chiefs 
of thefe armies, rendered them rivals to each 
other, and divided them. On the other hand 
all the forces of Oftavius, as well thofe which 
he commanded in perfon, as thofe under the 
orders of Agrippa and Salvidienus, united by 
a common attachment to one fupreme chief, 
concurred in the operations of the war, with a 
harmony extremely advantageous to gain fuc- 
cefs. 


* Sen stum csligatam. Tht word Caliga fynijus the haft 

if tht temmtn ftldin , 

Thus 
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Thus he commenced this war with a fupe- £ nt R c 7 ”' 
riority, which was not counterbalanced by any 
uncertainty. Only Lucius took the advantage nir% of the 
at firft of his abfence, to re enter Rome. Ofta-™*''* 
vius was gone to Umbria, with a defign to feize 
a body of troops, commanded by Furnius, 
one of Antony’s lieutenants, and had charged 
Lepidus to guard the city with two legions. 

Lucius, whofe projefts againft the Triumviri, 
had gained him the attentions of the mod il- 
luftrious Senators, and who befides, had to do 
with fuch a contemptible adverfary as Lepidus, 
prefented himfelf before the city. He defeat¬ 
ed the Triumviri, who went out to meet him, 
entered Rome, called immediately an afiembly 
of the people, whom he harangued in the mili¬ 
tary robes, contrary to the conftant cuftom prac- 
tifed before him j and a few days after he re¬ 
turned back, carrying with him the reward of 
his expedition, the acclamations of the people, 
and the decree of the Senate: feeble arms a- 
gainfl an enemy fo powerful and alert as O&a- 
vius. He, upon receiving the news that 
Lucius was matter of Rome, made all the 
hafte he poflibly could to relieve it, but on his 
arrival there, he found that he was gon$. He 
took meafures to hinder this capital from be¬ 
ing furprized for the future, and from thence 
went to Perufia, where Lucius was already, 
befieged by Salvidienus. The manner in 
which things were carried to fuch a length by 
them was as follows. 

Salvidienus, at the head of a good army, Lucius h 
came from Cifalpine Gaul to join O&avius btfu^d m 
his general, and was purfued by Ventidius *md ^ 
Pollio, Antony’s lieutenants. Lucius under- 0 avm ‘ 
took to go before Salvidienus, to cnclofe him 

O 3 between 
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a. R. 711 between two armies. But Agrippa, who 
‘ 41 ' knew his defign, marched immediately after 
with a defign to enclofe Lucius between him 
and Salvidienus. Lucius uuderftood the dan¬ 
ger he was in, and changing his fcheme, he 
wanted at firft to re-unite himfclf to his bro¬ 
ther lieutenants. But finding the difficulty and 
rifk in that, he took a refolution, dictated 
very probably by timidity and inexperience, to 
retire under the walls of Perufia, a very 
ftrong town, there to wait in fecurity for Ven- 
tidius and Pollio. They, who, as 1 have faid, 
entered into Lucius’s proje&s with reluctance, 
made no great hafte to fuccour him. On the 
contrary Octavius’s Lieutenants, aCtive and 
ardent to ferve their chief, followed Lucius 
very dole, and began to furround him with 
lines and trenches. Octavius himfelf made 
hade to come up to them, for he would not 
allow his enemy to efcape, who was impru¬ 
dently fhut up in a place which he could not 
get out of. He refolved to finifli the war at 
one blow, by taking Perufia and Lucius to¬ 
gether. He affembled all the forces he had 
for this decifive enterprize, and ordered all the 
troops which were under his command, in the 
different parts of Italy, to come up. 

The fiege was long and troublefome. The 
befieged defended themfclves vigoroufly, and 
the fuccours which they called to their af- 
fiftance, gave a good deal of difquiet to the 
befiegers. Lucius made them prefs all his 
brother’s lieutenants to come and relieve him, 
and^Fulvia joined to the follicitations of 
Lucius, all the activity of her hatred againft 
Oftavms. She was at Prenelte with a number 
of Senators and Roman knights, and fome 

bodies 
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bodies of troops alFembled about her perfon. ^^' 1 ^ 
There fhe governed with an abfolute authority, Dio. 
prefiding in council, at one time, and at an¬ 
other, haranguing the foldiers with a fword 
by her fide. 

She fpared nothing in order to fave Lucius, Appian. 
for which end fhe made Ventidius, Pollio, and 
PlaftcUs exert themfelves, and if flie could have 
Communicated to (hem her vivacity and fpirit, 
they would pofiibly have given OftaViu;* a 
great deal of trouble. He was obliged to leave 
the fiege, artd to match with Agrippa, in or¬ 
der to hinder the juhftion of the three chiefs 
and their armies, in Which he fucceeded. At 
his approach Plancus retired to Spoletum, 
Ventidius to Ravenna, and Pollio to Rimini. 

Gftavius fen( troops againft each of them, to 
keep them in awe, While he returned him- 
felf to prefs the fiege of Pernfia, as brifkly as 
pofiible. 

Lucius made a great many fallies, but all 
without fuecefs.* Antony’s three lieutenants, 
whom I have juft now mentioned, found 
means of re-joining their forces; but being 
ftopt by Agrippa and Salvidienus, who march¬ 
ed in order to meet them, they durft not at¬ 
tempt to aflift Lucius. Mean while the courage 
of the befieged fupported them under all their 
defeats* and they would certainly have made 
a very long refiftance, if famine had not ren¬ 
dered their valour ufelefs- As they had by no Afamin* 
means e'xpe&ed a fiege in Perufia, they had ? cru J ia ' 
confequently made no provifions againft it. 

By this means a very great fcarcity prefently 
arofe, in which they took all thofe precautions, 
even contrary, to humanity, which are’ ufed in 
the like circumftances. They not only mea- 

O 4 lured 
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fared out to each perfon his quantity of provi- 
" Cons, but refyfed giving any to the Caves, hin¬ 
dering them at the fame time from going out 
of the town. Thus thefe miferable wretches 
died in the ftreets, and they threw their bodies 
into wells and deep ditches, left they fhould 
iniect the air with their corruption, or, in cafe 
they burnt them, left the great number of 
fires fhould inform the befiegers of the vaft 
multitude of thole whoperifaed, and the great 
mifery which they fuffered in the place. In 
ffiort, they were obliged to yield to neceffity, 
which has no law; and Lucius having fent fame 
of his principal officers to capitulate with the 
Luciss gon vanquiffier, and they not bringing back a fa- 
hurfelj to tisfactory anfwer, he refolved to go and find 

Octavius himfelf, to endeavour to engage his 
der'tc/ur . honour by a frank and generous furrender, 
under at which might move him to clemency. 

If we believe Appian’s account of this affair, 
Lucius fpokfe and afted like a hero. But I find 
no other writer defcribe him fo much to ad¬ 
vantage, and fame of them give him a very 
bad character. Cicero, in his Philippics, treats 
him with the greateft contempt. Velleius af- 
fures * us, that he had all the vices of his bro¬ 
ther, but did not refemble him in any of his 

virtues. I therefore continue to have the fame 


difcrctisr.. 


opinion of him which I have hitherto expreffed, 
and tho’ it is difficult to deny fads fo circum- 
ftantial as thofe related by Appian, we may be 
allowed at leaft to believe, that the vanity of 
Lucius, and the confidence which he had, that 


* Vitiorum fratris fui con- terdum in illo erant, expers. 
fers, fed virtutom, quae in- Veil. II. 74. 

the 
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the brother of Antony would be fpared by A - R - 7 1 *- 
Odtavius, conftituted all his heroifm on this Ant ' C * 4 *‘ 
occafion. 

He went out of the Town, and advanced to¬ 
wards the camp of the befiegers, without taking 
any other precaution, than fending word to 
Oftavius that he was coming to wait upon him. 
O&avius went to meet him as foon as poffible, 
and there was a ftruggle betwixt them who 
fhould behave with the greateft complaifance. 

Lucius propofed to enter within the trenches, 
fo that he might put himfelf intirely in the 
power of his vanquilher. But Oftavius would 
not allow him, and made hafte to go out of 
his lines, in order that he who demanded peace, 
might appear to do it freely, and without con- 
ftraint. 

The fpeech Appian puts into the mouth of 
Lucius on this occafion, exprefles a noble great- 
nefs of foul. By it, that unfortunate Chief ap¬ 
peared to be in no pain to juftify himfelf, and 
was only troubled for thofe who had attached 
themfelves to him. He reckoned it a great 
honour to have attempted to abolilh the Tri¬ 
umvirate, and to re-eftablifh the Republican 
government, in prejudice even of his own bro¬ 
ther, if he had not found it altogether as equit¬ 
able to drop that fcheme for the good or his 
country. He gave a full difcharge to all thofe 
who had followed him, telling them that he 
had deceived them^ in that he had reprefented 
things to them in a falfe light, concluding with 
offering to deliver himfelf to the revenge of 
Oftavius, provided his innocent followers 
might be fpared. 


O&avius 
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^ 7 i«- Oftavius affefted generofity in his turn* 
'ex- “ You difarm me, fays he to Lucius, by the 
prejjisns of « noblenefs and ffanknefs of your manner of 
osaiius, afting. If you had pretended to capitulate 

Th^WsTr ' U me, I Ihould then have been at liberty 
den LIa r cc t0 right a c °nqueror. But by 

executions. <c fubmitting your fortune, together with thole 

u of your friends and foldiers to my difcre- 
4 5 tion, you oblige me to confider what is 
“ worthy of myfelf, and not what you de- 
u ferve ; and your caufe cannot profper bet- 
44 ter, than by being affiftant in promoting my 
“ glory.” 

Thefe were fine words : But I do not 


fee that in reality the clemency of Oftavius 
went beyond the bounds which policy di&ated. 
He treated Lucius honourably j becaufe he was 
too much afraid of Antony to ufe his brother 
ill. He inflifted no punifhment upon the fol¬ 
diers, neither the veterans nor others; becaufe 

his own troops would have taken it amifs. But 

a. 

as for the people of quality, the Roman fena- 
tors or knights, whofe attachment to the liber¬ 
ty of the ancient government he feared might 
S-iet, Au*. cont inue, he gave them no quarter. If any of 
15. * them went to afk pardon of him, or to excufe 

themfelves, he anfwered them barbaroufly, you 
muft die. The acknowledgment which he owed 
to the fervices that * Canutius had formerly 
done him againft Antony, when he was tribune 
of the people, could not fave the life of that 
Sen. de ancient fenrant and friend, who to befure was 


Clem. 1 .11 
$Jct. Dio. 


too zealous a republican. In fhort, they even 
relate, that out of the number of thofe who 


* 1 follow Appian and Dio, 
According to Velleius IT. 64 . 
Canutius bad been one of the 

2 


frjl <vi3ims of the Triumvi¬ 
rate's profeription. 


fell 
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fell under hispower upon this occafion, hechofe*-*;• 7 1 ** 
three hundred of the moft diftinguifhed to he 1,4 4I * 
facrificed as vidims the day of the ides of 
March, at the foot of an altar ereded in ho¬ 
nour of Caefar. It is true, he pretended that 
he was forced to perform thefe ads of ven¬ 
geance, by the clamours of his foldiers. But it 
was he himfelf who excited them under hand, 
and no body was impofed upon by this appa¬ 
rent artifice, Odavius alone remaining charged 
with the odium of fo horrid a butchery. To 
fuch inhuman lengths a man of this charader 
is capable of carrying thingsartful and de¬ 
ceitful, regarding nothing but himfelf, infenfir 
ble to friendlhip, favour and pity. He Ihew- 
ed himfelf here bloody without pafiion, as he be¬ 
came afterwards beneficent without humanity. 

With regard to the city of Perufia, Odavius The city of 
followed ftill the fame maxim of deftroying " 
the heads, and fparing the multitude. The r ^f v 

Senators of this unfortunate city were all put J u ,f orf f een 
to death, excepting one only, who had been mcimt. 
one of the judges of Brutus and Caffius at 
Rome, and diftinguifhed himfelf by his zeal 
in condemning them. Odavius’s fcheme in 
granting their lives to the reft of the citizens, 
was to deliver the town to be plunder’d, as a 
recompence for the foldiers. But an accident, Veil. II. 
which he could not forefee, determined the af- 74 - 
fair otherwife. Ceftius, one of the principal A PP ian * 
inhabitants of Perufia, a man of an unfound 
head, refolved, out of a foolifh defpair, to fet 
fire to his houfe, and throw himfelf into the 
flames, after having firft {tabbed himfelf. As 
the wind happened to be high, the fire com¬ 
municated itfelf to the neighbouring houfes, 
and fpreading itfelf gradually, confumed the 
whole town. Odavius 
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a.R c 7- Odavius forefaw that the taking of Lucius 

' would put an end to the war. After this de- 
fortyuab- cifive blow, all Antony’s lieutenants thought 
filunh de~ 0 f nothing but flying as faft as they could out 

^ of Italy. Some of them paffed into Greece 
fight of Ti. and the Eaft, to join themfelves with their ge- 
AVr-j, the neral, whilft others fought a nearer retreat in 
husband of Sicily, under the protedion of Sextus Pom- 

peius. Amongft the laft, the Angularity of the 
the mper. adventure renders Tiberius Nero, hufband to 
or Tiberius. Livia, and father of the emperor Tiberius, the 
Veil. II. moft remarkable. He was conftantly attached 

Suet Tib t0 Republican party after the death of Ge- 
A * ' far, and had ferved Lucius zealoufly, as the 

only and laft refource of liberty. During the 
•fiege of Perufia, he was in Campania, appoint¬ 
ed to keep the country in fubjedion to Lucius. 
After the vidory of Odavius, he ftrove ftill 
to make fome refiftance himfelf, and in order 
to augment his forces, he went fo far as to 
offer liberty to the flaves who fliould follow 
him. Surprifed at the diligence of Odavius, 
who marched towards him, he took the refo- 
lution of faving himfelf in Sicily. This was 
not to be done without fome difficulty. He 
carried with him his wife, and his fon Tiberius, 
who was not then full two years of age, and 
ftill at the breaft. Being obliged to conceal his 
march, in order to efcape thofe who were fearch- 
ing for him, he was twice afraid of being dif- 
covered by the cries of the child, which one day 
was to be fucceffor to him whofe vengeance was 
at that time fo terrible to his whole family. 

Thus all Italy acknowledged the authority 
of Octavius. However, there ftill remained 
Appian. on the fide of the Alps, an army confiftingof 

feveral legions, under the command of Cale- 

3 nus, 
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nus, who dying at that juncture, O&avius ^' c 7ir ^ 
very eafily brought over to him thofe legions ' 4l * 
which had loft their commander. Fufius, a 
fon of him who was lately dead, gave them 
himfelf up to O&avius. 

It may eafily be judged what confufion and ^ht fight 
rage Fulviamuft be in* when Ihe faw all her 
projects difappointed, all her efforts rendered J u vta ' 
ufelefs, and him whom (he hated efcape vi£to- 
rious and triumphant from all the fnares which pj u t. Act, 
Ihe had laid for him. She went into Greece 
to conceal her fhame and malice, and wrote 
very melancholy letters to Antony, who was 
then at Alexandria, already enchanted, as we 
fhall prefently fee, with the feducing charms of 
Cleopatra. He came to her, and having learn¬ 
ed that the principal caufe of the war of Pe- 
rufia was the jealoufy and intriguing fpirit of 
Fulvia, he ufed her very roughly, and depart¬ 
ing for Italy, he left her ill at Cicyon, where 
Ihe died with grief very foon after. 

Her death, which was occafioned by a fpite- 
ful rage, correfponds perfectly well with the 
conduft of her whole life; and what we have 
related of her, difeovers what a juft picture 
Plutarch has drawn of her, when he fays, 
that a fhe was not a woman made to confine 
herfelf to her diftaff, and to manage a family. 

It was not fufficient for her even to govern a 
hufband who was of the common rank $ fhe 
muft have one, who commanded others, to obey 
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a. r. 7 ”* her, and the general of an army to acknow- 
4 ‘‘ledge her for his chief. Thus Cleopatra was 
very much obliged to Fulvia, of whom Anto¬ 
ny had learned to be governed by a woman. 
She received him from the hands of a high- 
fpirited wife, quite formed to the yoke, and 
accuftomed to bear it of a long time. Fulvia 
had for her firft hufband Clodius, who was 
killed by Milo ♦, after him Curio, who pe¬ 
ri fhed in Africa ; and her third hufband Was 
Antony. 

Julia, the Julia, Antony’s mother, a lady of a very 
mother- of (}}ff erent character from Fulvia, and ftil! more 

atPto re fp e( ft a ble on account of her virtue, and her 
€%, whe-t ran ^ a nd high birth, thought it was not proper 
Sfxtu.'Porr,~ to ftay in Italy after her fon’s party was de- 
ftius obliges ftroyo]; and tho’ fhe had certainly nothing to 

iuuGuLt ^ ^ rcm fbe chofe rather to traft 

herfelf to Sextus Pompeius, and pafs into Sicily. 

Sextus received her very honourably, and gave 

her an efcort of feveral veflels to conduft her 


into Greece. 

Lueiui is Qflavius kept Lucius with him for fome 
jrnt info ^ under a good guard, which paffed hoW- 

tht'titlif ever a ret ^ nue ’ that attended him out of re- 
Procwful. fpect But he prefently found himfelf em- 

barraffed with fuch a prifoner in Italy, and 
therefore he fent him into Spain with the title 
of Proconful, but without any real authority. 
All the power was lodged in the hands of frrs 
lieutenants Sex, Peduceus and Carrinas*, who 
were to be anfwerable to Octavius for his per- 
fon and conduft. After this time hiftory 
makes no more mention of Lucius Antonius. 

The taking of Perufia, and the conferences 
of it above-mentioned, come under the year 
when Domitius Calvinus was Conful for the 

fecond 



Antgnius and Servilius II, Confuls. 


207 


con - 


fecond time, together with Pollio. But be- avr^iu 
fore we finilh the account of the events of this l * ' 414 
year, we muft return to the preceding, and fol¬ 
low Antony in his journies in Greece and the 
Eaft, after the battle of Philippi. 

His conduft in Greece gained him entirely Antony's 
the affedions of all people. He was pleafed tnild and 
to hear himfelf called a lover of the Grecians, ^ a \ n 
and efpecially of the Athenians. He decided Greta. 
debates, and ruled affairs with equity and gen- Plut. Ant. 
tlenefs. His amufements had alfo fomething 
of popularity in them *, and the Grecians were 
charmed to fee him affift at their ftiews, hear 
the le&ures of their men of letters and philo- 
fophers, and initiate himfelf in their myfteries. 

Afia, whither he went the firft favourable The 
feafon, made him quite another perfon, or ra- A j ia 
ther awaked in him all the vices to which he 
was inclined. The riches and pleafures of this c berj. 
delightful country, a numerous court of kings, 
who worfhipped him fervilely, and of queens, 
who ftrove who fhould pleafe him the moft; 
in a word, all the allurements of pleafure and 
grandeur united together, intoxicated his rea¬ 
son, and plunged him again into thofe debau¬ 
ches, which bufipefs and dangers had for fome 
time fufpended. He abandoned himfelf more 
than ever to the pleafures of feafting, and to 
companions ill becoming a perfon of fo high a 
rank. He was conftantly fur rounded with mu- 
ficians, dancers, players, and all forts of men 
whofe buftaefe it is to enervate and corrupt the 
manners. Afia furnilhed him with perfons of 
that flamp, ftill more able, and better vers-’ d 
in. this pernicious art, than thofe who had fol¬ 
lowed him from Italy. They engrofs’d hii 
whole a&diion, and governed his court. Ava* 
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A R c 7, I’ ™ ous ^ we ^ ^ profligate, they took advan- 
41 ‘ tage of his prodigality to confume immenfe 
fums, which were raifed from the people by 
the moft rigorous methods. A player on the 
flute, named Anaxenor, was charged with the 
gathering the tribute of four cities, having 
foldiers under him to execute his orders ; 
and a cook having fucceeded in pleafing An¬ 
tony’s tafte at a feaft, received as a reward 
the houfe and goods of a rich citizen of Mag- 
nefia. 


Plat. 


Hij suing 
in tne purt ) 


in an 

ntber t in 


Hence it happened that Afia, at the fame 
time rung with the noife and preparations of 
the moft magnificent and extravagant feafts in 
one part, and groans and lamentations in the 
other. When he made his entry into Ephefus 
the women drefs’d themfelves like Bacchanals, 
and the men and children like Satyrs and 
Fawns, and in this odd drefs they gamboll’d 
before him. The town was fill’d with feftoons 
of ivy and thirfes, and with concerts, vocal 
and inftrumental, finging the praifes of An¬ 
tony, whom they called a new Bacchus, bene¬ 
ficent and gracious. He (hewed himfelf really 
fuch with regard to fome of them, but the 
greateft part found him rough, cruel, and 
fevere. He took away the eftates from people 
of diftin&ion, to beftow them upon his meaneft 
fervants and flatterers. They afked and ob¬ 
tained of him the fpoil of perfons alive, which 
they paffed upon him for dead. In fhort, he 
demanded of the people of Afia double the 
tribute which Brutus and Caffius had impofed 
upon them. 

Upon this laft article Hybreas, one of the 
moft famous Orators of that time, made repre- 
fentadons to him in the name of all Afia, of 

which 
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which Plutarch has preferVed to us an in- ^ R * C 7I,< 
genious fpecimen, and in the tafte of that bril- n * ‘ 
liant and popular eloquence, which was ex¬ 
tremely pleafing to Antony. Ck If you will 
take from us, fays he, two tributes in one 
year, you muft give us two fprings and 
“ two autumns in the fame period of time/* 

Upon another occafion, the fame orator fpoke 
to him very boldly, and cut him to the quick. 

After two hundred thoufand talents furniihed thirty 
by Afia, Antony demanded ftill new contri-^™” 1 
butions. Hibreas had the courage to fay to 

him on this fubjed ; “ If you have not re- and nintty 
ceived that which we have given, make tight thou* 
thofe who have the management of your^**^* 
u finances give an account of it •, but if you ^ Jm 
“ have received it, and already confumed it, 4^ 

“ we are infallibly ruin'd.” 

This exprefiion of Hybreas made a ftrong The fimpli* 
imprefiion upon Antony, who was ignorant, city and 
for the moft part, of things that palled, lefs g e »^ ni fi y 
out of negligence, as Plutarch imagines, than * 

out of a fimplicity of charader, which mad t t hecau}t 
him truft too much to thofe who were about of both 
him. For he was mild and of an open bt-Z 00 *}*™? 
haviour, and if he was not quick in obferving evi *' 
thofe grievances, and ads of injuftice, which 
were authorized by his name, at lead when he 
was informed of them, he regretted them 
fincerely, and own’d them frankly, even to the 

fufferers themfelves. Recompencing very li¬ 
berally, and punifliing with rigour, he ex¬ 
ceeded the bounds of moderation more in the 
diftribution of favours, than in the infliding 
of punifhments. We muft not be furprized 
then, that many of thofe who had carried arm3 
againft him, having taken courage to implore 

Vol. XV. P his 
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4 L t R ^ ?II ‘ his clemency during his ftay in Afia, received 
* 4r ‘ the good effefts of it; and, among others, the 
brother of Caffius. If there were any to 
whom he would not grant a pardon, it was 
in cales very particular and extremely un¬ 
favourable *, efpecially he thought himfelf obli¬ 
ged, not to fpare any of thofe who had had 
• a hand in the confpiracy againft Caefar. On 
the contrary, thofe towns or nations, whofe 
attachment to the memory of that great man, 
and thofe who avenged his death, had brought 
upon them rigorous ufage from Brutus and 
Caffius, received acknowledgments from An¬ 
tony, and were loaded with his favours. A- 
mong this number were the Rhodians, the 
Lycians, the towns of Xanthus, Tarfus, and 

Jof. Ant. Laodicea in Syria *, and in (hort, the ftate of 

XIV. the Jews, which Herod and Phafael, fons of 

21. & 2 3 * Antipater of Idumea, governed at that time, 

under the name of Hircania. Herod found an 
avow’d protestor in Antony, by whom he was 
fupported againft all his enemies; in confe- 
quence of which he engaged himfelf heartily 
in his intereft, and continued faithful to him, 
as we {hall fee afterwards, even to the laft 
extremity. 

?iut. Antony’s good nature and eafinefs of tem¬ 
per, were carried in private converfation to an 
indecent familiarity. He loved to joak with 
thofe whom he admitted to his parties of 
pleafure, and allowed them the fame liberties 
which he took himfelf; being no lefs pleafed 
to fee himfelf the objeft of laughter, than to 
laugh at the expence of others; upon which 
Plutarch makes an obfervation, which appears 
to me very judicious, and at the fame time 
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very ingenious. He a alledges that that licence R > 7**. 
bf raillery, which Antony allowed to thofe nt ’ * 4U 

who were about him, hurt his affairs very 
much 5 for not imagining that thofe who. ufed 
fuch freedoms with him in their pleafantries, 
would flatter him when they fpoke ferioufly, 
he eafiiy became a dupe to their praifes. He 
was ignorant, that able courtiers know how 
to mix freedom with flattery, as an agreeable 
feafoning, which prevents fatiety; and that by 
the boldnefs of their prating when they are 
merry in company, they fo order it, that their 
approbation and pliantnefs does not feem at 
all to be the effeft of complaifance, but of 
that conviction and fubmiffion which they can¬ 
not refufe to fuperior geniufes. 

Such a man was Antony, and in this man- ^ ^ ia 
ner he laid the foundation of his ruin. This 0 f bit taf. 
was render’d inevitable by his paflion for Cleo -fanfirtk* 
partra, which roufed and brought to light t**™' 
a great many vices which were before con¬ 
cealed, and, if I may ufe the expreffion, lay 
afleep as it were at the botom of his foul; 
and banifhed every thing good that remained in 
him. The mannerin which he fell into thefnare 
of that Egyptian inchantrefs, was as follows. 

I have already obferved, that Serapion had pii n , Ap- 
furnilhed fome fuccours to CafTius from the pian. 
ifland of Cyprus. It feems there were fome 
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a. r. reafons for rendering the Queen of Egypt re- 
a * mC ’ 41, fponfible for the conduft of the governor of 

an ifland, which depended upon that crown. 
It was doubtlefs on this account that Antony, 
when he was preparing to march againft the 
Parthians, who had made an irruption into 
Syria, fent orders to Cleopatra to come to 
him, to clear herfelf of a reproach of having 
favoured his enemies. Her caufe was very 
good, for it is very probable that Serapion 
did not act by her orders, nor even ac¬ 
knowledge her authority. And, with regard 
to herfelf, (he had given proofs of her at¬ 
tachment to Qefar’s party, by the fuccours 
(he had fent to Dolabella, as I have already 
mentioned, and by a fleet put to fea to affift 
the Triumviri in the war againft Brutus and 
Caffius. But (he did not (land in need of any 
apology. 

Plot. DeQius, who was charged to bring her into 

Cilicia, no fooner faw her than he was con¬ 
vinced, that fo tempting a woman had no¬ 
thing to fear from Antony, and that, on the 
contrary, by her beauty, gracefulnefs, and 
efpecially by her addrefs and engaging be¬ 
haviour, (he muft certainly obtain a very 
great influence over him. Thus inftead of 
affuming any authority over her, he ftudied 
to make his court to her, and advifed her not 
in the lead to fear Antony, who was the 
moft good-natured and humane of all mankind. 

Cleopatra, encouraged by what Dellius had 
told her, and ftill more by the experience 
which (he had had of the power of her * 

charms 

* Jppian fays, that Antony Cleopatra , when be went in - 
already in love with to Egypt with Gabinius in 

order 
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charms over the eldeft fon of Pompey, and A 7” 
likewife over Csefar, promifed the more chear- Ant ‘ C ' 41 
fully to fubmit to Antony. For at the time 
of thefe firft intrigues ftie was very young, 
and quite unexperienced in affairs; whereas 
file was now in the twenty-feventh year of 
her age, and confequently in the ftage of life 
when the charms of the body, and the talents 
of the mind, are the moft brilliant. She pre¬ 
pared then rich prefents for Antony and his 
friends; and took with her large Turns of 
money, and the moft precious jewels. In a 
word, fhe fupplied herfelf with whatever the 
wealth of a great and powerful kingdom could 
furnifh her; but placing her chief hopes on 
herfelf, and the bewitching charms which 
ihe had but too great a fhare of, Ihe fet 
out with an entire confidence; and tho* ihe 
received upon the road a great many couriers, 
and repeated orders to make hafte, file did 
not in the lead hurry herfelf on their account, 
and feem’d to have fo little regard to the 
Roman general, that, accufed as ihe was, ihe 
made the moft magnificent and gallant entry 
that can poflibly be imagined into Tarfus, 
where Antony was at that time. 

The city of Tarfus was divided by the ^ ht ma V 
river Cydnus; which, two or three leagues ni fi ctnt 
below, difcharged itfelf into the fea. It was “la^mry 
by this river that Cleopatra chufed to enter, of that 
She was feated in a barge, the ftern of which t rince J s 
was cover’d with gold, the fails of purpte, 
large and floating in the wind, and the oars of tony ‘ 


*wat. 


grdtr to rt-eflablijh Flolemy was at that time only thirteen 
AaUtus. But this is hardly years old f an age very imfro- 
probable> hecau/t CUopatra per for raifing that pajjton . 
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a.r. 711. fl]ver, which kept time to the found of flutes 
ac ‘ ‘ 4I * and guitars. She herfelf lay reclin’d on a 

heaven, fpangled with ftars of gold, with fuch 
ornaments as the poets and painters give to 
Venus. On each fide were young children, 
fuch as they paint the loves, who fan’d her 
with handerchiefs. The moft beautiful of 
her women, drefs’d like Nereids and Graces, 
were placed, fome at the helm, and others 
about the cordage. And upon the banks of' 
the river they burnt the moft exquifite per¬ 
fumes. Such a magnificent appearance drew 
a prodigious croud together. Some from the 
mouth of the river accompanied the barge, 
others flocked out of the town to meet them, 
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fo that the place where Antony gave audience 
was deferred, and he left alone feated upon his 
Tribunal. They thought, of nothing but go¬ 
ing to fee Venus, as they faid, who was come 
to vifit the new Bacchus, and render all Afia 

Cleopatra was arrived, Antony fent 
to invite her to fupper. She anfwer’d, that 
fhe r2ther wifhed to have the honour of re¬ 
ceiving him as her gueft-, and the general, 

not being willing to begin with a refufal, and 
valuing himfelf upon being polite and oblig¬ 
ing, promifcd to wait upon her. The enter¬ 
tainment was magnificent, and the apartment 
decorated in the moft elegant manner. But 
what ftruck Antony moft, was the nuinber and 
fine difpofition of the lights, which were 
almoft without number, but very orderly dif- 
pofed, forming defigns, and reprefentations 
of different figures. Here difpofed in fquare, 
and there in circles.fo that they hadacharming 

effect, 
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effedt, and afforded a delightful entertainment R - i lU 
to the eye. . 

According to an antient writer, quoted by Athen. 
Atheneus, Cleopatra added large gifts to that Iv - «*• 
qlegance, and pomp. She repeated her enter¬ 
tainment feveral times, and always in a new 
tafte, and with new ornaments, giving An¬ 
tony each time all the equipage of the feaft, 
that is to fay, all the veffels of gold adorned 
with precious ftones, with which the fide- 
boards were ornamented, and the tapeftry, 
and cloths of purple embroider’d with gold, 
which ferved' to decorate the apartment. 

To his friends, a great number of which he 
took with him, fince there were twelve tables 
furrounded with three couches each, and there¬ 
fore muft amount to one hundred and eight 
perfons at leaft; I fay, to all that great num¬ 
ber of guefts, flie made very rich prefents. 

Upon them fhe beftowed the couches on 
which they had flipped, and the veffels of 
gold in which they had been ferved. When 
they retired, fhe made prefents to the mod 
diftinguifh’d amongft them, of litters, with 
people to carry them > to others, lhe prefented 
hprfes, very richly harnefs’d.; and to all of • 
them, young Ethiopian (laves, to carry torches 
before them. The author above mention’d 
li{tewife relates, that at the third entertainment, 
which Cleopatra gave to Antony, fhe .made 
them ftrew with rofes all the floor of the 
hall a cubit thick. 

Antony treated her in his turn, and at- Pl«* k 
tempted to furpafs her in magnificence and 
tafte, but not being able to fucceed, and fal¬ 
ling far fhort of hers in every refpeft, he was 
the firft that turned into raillery, the ruftic 

P 4 funplicity 
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fimplicity of his equipage, compar’d to that 
of Cleopatra. 

The artful Egyptian immediately enter’d in¬ 
to the humour of him, whom flic wanted to 
gain, and having obferv’d that Antony’s plea- 
iantries were not very delicate, but in the 
military flrain, fhe entertained him in his own 
way; and with a free, eafy air, full of af- 
furance, diverted him in fuch a manner, as to 
fhew herfelf no more delicate than he. 


It was by this dexterity, and the charms of 
her wit, that fhe w r as fure to pleafe, for her 
beauty was by no means extraordinary, or 

capable of making conquefts. But nothing 

could be more engaging, or enchanting, than 
the charms of her converfation, which carried 


with them always an almoft inevitable fe- 
ducement. The very tone of her voice had a 
delightful fweetnefs; and Plutarch compares 
her tongue to an inftrument of many firings, 
with melodies diverfified a thoufand different 


ways. For whereas her predeceffors, render¬ 
ed quite flupid with indolence and pleafure, 
could not even fpeak the Egyptian language, 
and fome of them had forgot their own Mace¬ 
donian dialed: Cleopatra gave audience to all 
the neighbouring nations, without the help of 
an interpreter. Hebrews, Arabians, Syrians, 
Medes, Parthians, Ethiopians and Troglodytes, 
had all the fatisfaction to hear her fpeak their 
own language, as free and eafy as they could 

do themfelves. 


Shtfuhdufi Antony was not made to refift fuch power¬ 
's/**;. fij) charms *, he did not fo much as attempt to 

arm himfelf againfl them. On the contrary, 
he yielded himfelf up to them with all his foul. 
From the judge, he became the conqueft and 

Have 
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flave of Cleoparta, and that artful princefs, ^‘ nt R ‘ c 7 ”* 
who knew how to excite love, without ■ fuffer- n * ’ 4I * 
ing herfelf from that paffion, began to make 
ufe of that fway Ihe had gained over Antony, 
by caufing him to confirm to her the free 
and peaceable pofleffion of the kingdom of 

Egypt. 

Very foon after the death of Oefar, Ihe She makes 
had taken care, as I faid before, to get rid u f* °J her 
of her brother, who enjoyed the throne with 
her. But Arfinoe, her filler, was ftill alive, confirm to 
and tho* fhe was obliged to (hut herfelf up in herfelf the 

the temple of * Diana at Ephefus, and to owe °f 
her fafety entirely to that fanftuary, yet Ihe 
ftill gave her umbrage. Cleopatra therefore J 4 . & Ap- 
obtain’d an order from Antony to take Arfinoe pian, 
by force out of the temple, and to put her to 
death. Even the prieft of Diana, who paid 
honours and refpeft to that unfortunate princefs, 
run a great rifk of his life, if the Ephefians, by 
their moft humble fupplications had not ap- 
peafed the wrath of the queen of Egypt. The 
facred rights of an unviolable fanftuary were no 
more regarded with refpeft to Serapion, than 
they had been with regard to Arfinoe, whofe 
interefts I am afraid he had efpoufed. He was 
taken out of the temple of Hercules, at Tyre, 
and deliver’d to Cleopatra, who found by his 
death her vengeance fatisfied, and at the fame 
time, ajuftification towards Antony, for the 
fuccours fent to Cafiius. In Ihort, Ihe oblig’d 
the inhabitants of a fmall ifland of Syria, named 
Aradus, to deliver up to her a young man, 
who pretended to be the eldeft brother of 

* Jppian calls it the temple of Diana Leucofrini, at 
fibleturn. Ihe difference it not material\ 

Cleopatra, 
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Cleopatra, formerly vanquifh’d by Caefar, and 
happily efcaped from the battle, according to 
the ftory which he told ; tho* the common re¬ 
port made him pafs for dead. 

Cleopatra having thus obtain’d of Antony all 
that Ihe defired, fet out to return to Egypt, 
leaving in the heart of the Roman general a 
fling* which would foon make him follow her. 
In fcorr, inftead of marching according to his 
firft defign, againft the Parthians who af- 
fembled their forces in Mefopotamia, he con¬ 
tented himlelf with marching thro* Syria, and 
deciding haftily thofe affairs which were re¬ 
ferred to him *, and after having tried without 
fuccefs, to infult and plunder the town of 
Palmyra, he fent his forces into winter quar¬ 
ters, appointed Decidius Saxa to command 
them in his abfence, and prefently flew to 
where his heart called him, I mean to Alexan¬ 
dria. 

There amufing himfelf, idly, like a thought- 
lefs boy, who minds nothing elfe but pleafure,' 
he loft and fquandred away in trifling amufe- 
ments, the moft precious of all enjoy¬ 
ments, which is time. He formed a fociety 
of pretended Members of the inimitable Life , 
which was the title they took, and the rule 
was to entertain one another with profufions 
which furpafs all belief. I fhall infert one 
inftance, which will help us to form an idea 
of it. 

Lamprias, Plutarch’s grandfather, was told 
by the phyfician Phylotas, who was young at 
that time, and happen’d to be at Alexandria 
to learn his profeffion, that having made an 
acquaintance with one of the chief perfons in 
Antony’s kitchen, he was invited by him to 

come 
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come and fee the preparations for one of thefc ^ nt R, c 7I, 1 ‘ 
fuppers. He went then into the kitchens, and nt ’ ’ 41 
was lurprifed to find, befides a very great 
quantity of other meat, eight wild boars upon 
the fpit. ' He thence concluded that the com¬ 
pany muft be very numerous. “ Not at all, 

“ faid his friend,, laughing at his furprife, 

“ there will not be above twelve at table. But’ 

“ every thing mud be roafted to a turn, for 
‘ c a moment more or lefs is capable of fpoil- 
“ ingit. Now it may happen that Antony 
may call for fupper immediately,, or in a. 

“ lliort time, or perhaps - he may defer it a 
“ good while,, being amufed with wine or 
“ fome agreeable fubjeft of converfation. On 
“ this account we muft not make ready one 
“ fupper alone, but feveral, becaufe it is im- 
ponible for us to guefs the moment he 
iC will flip” 

Philotas told him another, ftory of a dif¬ 
ferent nature, but which equally proves the 

prodigality of Antony. He faid,.that being, 

engaged in making his court to the eldeft of ■ 
Antony’s fons by Fulvia, he was fometimes - 
admitted to his table with other Greeks •, as 


the young gentleman did not eat with his 
father, being only a child. At one of thefe 
repafts, among the reft of the guefts, there 
happened to be a phyfician, who fatigued the * 
whole company with his learned, nonfenfe. 
Philotas filenced him by a fophifm, which he 
defir’d him to refolve. “ There is, fays he, 
“ a certain fever in which it is proper to give 
cold water to the patient. Every fever is 
4 c a certain fever; therefore in every fever 


“ you ought to give cold water to the 
“.patient,” The prating doftor muft have 

forgot 
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a.r. 7 n-forgot his fylogidic rules, not to difcover, at 

Am, c. 41- the fallacy of this fyllogifm. How¬ 

ever it was, he had nothing to anfwer, but 
remained quite confounded. This little ad¬ 
venture was extremely pleafing to young An¬ 
tony, who laughed very heartily at it, and 
wanting to recompence him, whom he was 
fo well pleafed with ; Philotas, faid he, I will 
give you all that you fee before you, fhewing 
him a fide-board cover’d with veffels of gold. 
Philotas teftified his gratitude, and returned 
him a great many thanks, but was far from 
thinking that a child of that age, would be 
allowed to make a prefent of fuch importance. 
Mean while, upon taking his leave, an officer 
brought him all the plate inclofed in a bag, 
and afked him to put his feal upon the mouth 
of the bag, that nothing might be taken out 
of it. Philotas darted back furprifed, and 
refufed to take a prelent of fo great a value. 
44 You are very fimple, Sir, replied the officer j 
“ you do not know then, that Antony’s fon 
u can make more confiderable prefents than 
cc that you are furprifed at. However, if I 
“ may offer you my advice, you will take 
“ money indead of the plate, becaufe there is 
“ iome of them antique, and very curioufly 
“ wrought, which Antony may poffibly call 
cc for again.” It is plain enough that fo ex¬ 
traordinary a profufion committed to his fon, 
who was but a chid, mud be owing to the 

father. But we mud not allow ourlelves to 
be deceived by a fa lie appearance of bounty 
and generofity: this is net to give, but to 
iquander away. 

During Antony’s fird day at Alexandria, 
Cleopatra had the addrefs to captivate him 

entirely. 
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She made life of every method that could 
be thought of to flatter him. Whether he was 
engaged in amufements, or ferious affairs, fhe 
always contrived feme new pleafure to divert 
him, never leaving him night nor day. For 
Ihe conftantly kept him company at games, at 
table, and in his parties of hunting, if he was 
employed in any military exercife, fhe aflifted 
at it, at leaft as a fpettator. She followed 
him even in the town, when he went difguifed 
during the night, in order to divert himfelf 
by ftanding at the doors and windows, talking 
facetioufly to the people who were within. 
For Antony had a tafte for thefe kinds of low 
diverfions, which people of diftinftion are 
fometimes fooliflily fond of, being weary of 
ordinary and natural pleafures, which pall, by 

being fo frequently repeated. Dreffed like a 
flave, with Cleopatra difguifed after the fame 
manner, he fpent whole nights in running 
about the ftreets of Alexandria, teafing every 

body that he could find to talk to, driving 
to put them out of humour by fcurrilous jefts, 
and was always repaid with repartees, and 
frequently with blows. He impofed upon 
every body with it at firft, but afterwards 
when they knew that he diverted himfelf in 
this manner, the Alexandrians entered very 
willingly into the humour of it. They con¬ 
trived and afted merry feenes on purpofe, 
which likewife diverted themfelves, and faid, 
that Antony afted the Tragedian with the 
Romans, and the Comedian with them. 

To give a detail of all the amufements of 
Antony with Cleopatra, would be unworthy 
of hiftory. However the following adventure 

deferves. 
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a. R. 7 n, deferves, I think, to be mention’d, as having 

Astt C* 4^* i i i !-/••• « • 

a good deal or lpirit in it. 

Once as he was diverting himfelf with 
angling in the Nile, but with very bad fuccefs, 
it was mortifying to him to be difappointed in 
prefence of the queen. He gave orders there¬ 
fore for fome divers to plunge into the water, 
and fatten a-fiflf, which had been catched be¬ 
fore, to his hook. This trick could not be 
repeated again without Cleopatra’s perceiving 
it. However (he feign’d to be very much fur- 
prized, and engaged a new party for angling 
the next day, informing them of the trick 
which he had made ufe of. They went thither 
in great numbers, on board of barges, atten¬ 
tive to what was to happen. Antony who had 
no fufpicion of being difcovered, having 
thrown his line, die divers, by Cleopatra’s 
order, fattened a fait fifli to it. He felt the 
morion, and, thinking he had hold of his prey, 
pulled the line out of the water. You may 
ealily judge what mirth this fait fifli of An¬ 
tony’s occafion’d. Cleopatra however made 
him a very artful compliment upon it. Sire, * 
“ faid Ihe, yield that diverfion to us fovereigns 
“ of Pharos and Canope. As for you, your 
“ fifli, and your game, are towns, whole 
c< nations, and empires.” 


• r’^r, Tc» xatapsf, auTo ratf tagtraificj 

KsrvCrratf Gas-tXfvrb' ij Ji Tndqfffi twi xat, *u; 
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§ II. 

The meffty of Antony's affairs calls him into 
Italy. He is courted by Sextus Pompeius. The 
power of Sextus . The marriage of Oflavius 
with Scribonia, the fifter of Libo, father-in- 
law of Sextus. Domitius Ah e no barbus joins 

his fleet to that of Antony. Antonis refufed 
entrance into Brundufium. He befuges the 
town. Difpofitions for a peace. The nego¬ 
tiation of Cocceius Nerva. A treaty concluded 
between 0 Ravins and Antony, by Maecenas, 

Potto, and Cocceius. Antony's marriage with 
OR avia. A [mall triumph decreed to the two 
generals. Salvidienus is condemned for his 
treachery to Oflavius, and kills himfelf. Cani- 
dius and Balbus fubftituted in the Conful(hip, 
in the room of Pollio and Domitius. The for¬ 
tune of Balbus. The triumph of Pollio. His 
great learning. The triumph of Calvinus. His 
feverity, with regard to difcipline. Herod de¬ 
clared king of Judea. The Falcidian law. The 
death of Dejotarus . His commendable qualities . 

His cruelty to his family. Changes in the Con- 
fulfhip. No more annual Confuls. Confufton 

and diforder in all the States. Rome and Italy 

ffami/hed by Sextus. An infurreflion of the 
people againft the Triumviri. A furious tu¬ 
mult, where Oflavius runs a rifk of his life, 
and is delivered by Antony. A feaft given by 
Oflavins ; a new fubjefl of complaint. Qfla- 
vius confents to a negotiation with Sextus , Sex¬ 
tus yields to it, contrary to his inclinations. A 
conference between the three generals. Con¬ 
ditions of the treaty , The extreme joy which 
this peace occafm'd . The three chiefs entertain 

ant • • 
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one another by turns. An expreffwn of Sextus 
to Antony. A remarkable infiance of his genero- 
fity , in rejecting the advice of Menas . Antony 
is out of humour at lofing at all kinds of games 
againft Oftavius. He leaves Italy and arrives at 
Athens. His popular behaviour with the Athe¬ 
nians. They treat him as a new Bacchus . The 
dowry be demands of them for bis marriage 
with Minerva. 

A. R. 7 i=- Cn\ Domitius Calvinus II. 

Ant. C. 40. Q AsiN'lUS Pollio. 


The necef- 
fity ef An¬ 
tonys af¬ 
fair i call 
him into 



He is court¬ 
ed by Sex¬ 
tus Pem- 
peius. 

Ap. Dio. 


W HILE Antony was entirely engaged 

in thofe childifh diverfions, and fallen 
into a kind of lethargy with regard to affairs, 
he was rous’d from his indolence and negli¬ 
gence, by two very difagreeable pieces of news. 
He was informed on the one hand, of the 
troubles of Italy, and the Perufian war •, and 
on the other, of the entry of Labienus into 
Syria, at the head of an army of Parthians. 
This irruption of Labienus, of which I fhall 
give an account elfewhere, appear’d to him 
the moft prefling. He advanced as far as 
Tyre, with a defign of repelling the Parthians; 
but letters which he had received from Fulvia, 
half blotted out with her tears, called him 
towards the Weft. He arrived in Greece, 
and being informed of what had paffed in 
Italy, he was in a great paffion with Fulvia, 
as I have already related, and at the fame 
time extremely troubled at the increafe of 
O&avius’s power. 

In thofe circumftances he was pleafed to find 
himfelf courted by Sextus Pompeius. He had 
formerly been obliged to him for having given 

refuge 
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refuge to his mother Tulia ; and his intereft R -7 IT * 

1 • • • 1 1 • ■ r 1 1 Anti Ci 4,9# 

being joined to this motive or honour, he gave 
a very kind reception to Libo, who. under pre¬ 
tence of bringing back his mother, came to 
propofe to him a treaty of friend (hip and al¬ 
liance with Sextus his fon-in-law. Antony, 
however, conducted himfelf very prudently, 
and thought that he ought not to break with 
O&avius abruptly *, but he promifed to Libo, 
that if he fhould be obliged to make war 
againft Odtavius, he would accept Sextus’s 
propofal ; and that if, on the contrary, their 
differences fhould be amicably determined, he 
would certainly take care to reconcile him with 
his colleague. 

Sextus at this time had a great deal of fway. Tie power 
Placed between the two Chiefs of the vi£to- °f$ extus - 
rious party, it was a kind of triumph for him 
to make himfelf be confidered by Antony, and 
feared by O&avius. His power had increafed 
confiderably, during the time that the war a- 
gainft Brutus and Caffius, employed all the 
forces of the avengers of Csefar’s death. He 
made himfelf entire matter of Sicily, of which 
he poffeffed only a part at firft ; and had put 
to death Bithynicus, governor of that ifland* 
whom he accufed of having plotted againft his 
life. Statius Murcus, after the battle of Phi¬ 
lippi, had brought to him, as I faid before, a 
powerful reinforcement. He had alfo fubdued 
Sardinia ; fo that with a very numerous and 
warlike fleet, he was matter of the whole fea 
between Italy and Africa. This fituation was 
exceeding favourable, and he became extremely 
proud upon it, even fo much as to ftyle him¬ 
felf, the fon of Neptune, as renewing the naval 
glory of his father, and pofiefling the heredi- 

Vol. XV. (1 tary 



226 Antonius and Serviuus II. Confuls. 

A *lC 7IT ' tai 7 em P* re die ^ eas ’ *he mean time he 

V 40 owed his rife, in a great meafure, to fortunate 

incidents, and he had, by no means, all the 
qualities which were neceffaryin order to reap a 
iolid and lading advantage from it. Velleius * 
deferibes him to us as brave, a£tive, and eager, 
of a quick imagination, faithful to his engage¬ 
ments, as much as his father had been deficient 
in that point, but of a rough behaviour, which 
appeared even in his fpeech •, allowing himfelf 
to be governed by his fervants, and, to make 
ufe of thehiftorian’sexprefilon, the freedman of 
his freedmen, and the (lave of his (laves. He 
envied thofe who were above him, and obeyed 
thole below him. In fhort, thofe in whom 
he confided the mod, and whom he put at the 
head of his fquadrons and fleets, were men 
who had been made free, the moft famous of 
Hor.Epod whom was * Menas, whom Horace has im- 
IV * mortalized by the emphatical defeription which 

he has given of his pride and infolence, an 
eternal object of indignation and contempt. 
Statius Murcus, a man of courage, and of a 
high fpirit, could not fubmit to fo fhameful 
a yoke, nor bend to a favourite fo lately a 
(lave. This colt him his life. For they ac- 

* H e ado'elcer.5 erat llu- have quoted, thd an able com- 

ci : s rud 13 , Icrmone barba* mentator, has lately attempted 
rU5, impecu ftrenuus, manu to render it doubtful . Some 
promp:uE, cogiiatione celer, difficulties which he finds in 
fide pain difiimiilimus, h- appl\ing to Menas, certain cir- 
bertorum (uoram libertus, cum ft antes of this little fatiri- 
fervoramque iervus, fpecio- cal ode, do not appear to me fuf- 
fis invidens u: pareret hu* ficient to prevail over the au - 
millimis. Veil. If. 73. thority of manuferipts and an- 

* I have followed the com * cunt jckoliafts , who point out 
» or. and ancient interpretation the freedman of Sextus to be 
of that ode of Horace, which 1 the perfon here meant . 


cufed 
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cufed him of treachery, and under that pre- R * 7I1, 

, , r Ant. C. 40. 

tence he was put ro death. 

Such a man was Sextus Pompeius, whofe 
union with Antony, if it had been confirmed, 
might have become fatal to Oftavius. By 
joining their fea forces, they would have amount¬ 
ed to five hundred fail, and thus it would have 
been eafy for them to have inverted Italy, if I 
may be allowed to ufe the expreffion, and to 
ftarve it ; and Odtavius, powerful in legions, 
having forty in his fervice, but quite deflitute 
of veffels, mull have feen himfelf reduced to 
the greateft extremity, and obliged to fubmit 
to them. 


He tried to gain Sextus, and in order to Thm&rri- 
pave the way for a reconciliation with him, he ^ e °f 0c ; 
contrived to make an alliance with his father- 
in-law. Maecenas was charged on the part of the fifltr'of 
the young Triumvir, to demand for him in Lib j, fa- 
marriage Scribonia the fifter of Libo, who be- l !^T S(X 
ing charmed at the thoughts of joining to the^^ tx “ 
quality of father-in-law to Sextus, that of bro¬ 
ther-in-law to O&avius, very willingly confent- 
ed to it. The marriage was agreed upon, and 
Odtavius efpoufed Scribonia, tho’ fhe was a 
great deal older than he, and had been already 
married to two men of confular dignity, by one 
of whom fhe had children. Mean time the 


peace could not be concluded, and Octavius 
feeing himfelf obliged to make head againft 
Antony and Sextus both at once, bey an by 
ridding himfelf of Lepidus, whom he fufpec- 
ted, and made him be fatisfied to depart to his 
government of Africa with fix legions, which 
having formerly belonged to Antony, preferved 
ftill an attachment for their ancient general. It 

was alfo at this time that he fent Lucius, the 

Q. 2 brother 
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■ brother of Antony, into Spain, under pretence 
* of making him Proconfu! of that great pro¬ 
vince. 

In the mean time Antony, having departed 
from the ifland of Corcyra, at the head of two 
hundred fail, advanced towards Brundufium. 
He met in his paffagc Domitius Ahenobarbus, 
who came to join him with all his fleet, which 
was very confiderable. Domitius had pre- 

ferved under his command a great part of the 

naval forces formerly aflembled by Brutus and 
Caffius; and his firft plan was, as I have be¬ 
fore mentioned, to keep himfelf independent 
of any party. But very loon finding that 
fcheme to be impracticable, he confented to the 
propoial which Pollio had made to him, of at¬ 
taching himfelf to Antony, and acknowledg¬ 
ing him as chief. The agreement was made, 
but the queftion was whether it would be kept. 
When the time of putting it in execution ap¬ 
proached, ftveral of Antony’s friends appre¬ 
hended, that, bold as Domitius was, and be- 
ficts remembering not only his being proferi- 
bed, but condemned under the title of one of 
Gefar’s murderers; either from the motive of 
pride or tear, he would hardly think it proper 
tu put himfelf in the power of one of the Tri¬ 
umviri. i lancus efpecially, who valued him- 
ftif upon his prudence, at the fight of the 
leaft danger, prefs’d Antony not to truft him, 
but to If op his courfe, till he was fully allured 
of the cifpofitions of Domitius. 

But Antony, tho’ he had no more than five 
veflels with him, with which he advanced be¬ 
fore the reft of the fleet, reje&ed this timorous 
council, declaring that he chofe rather to perifh 
by the perfidy of another, than to fave his life 

2 at 
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at the expence of being branded with timidity. ^ t R * c 7 ^‘ 
Prefently the two admirals gallies approached n ‘ ' 4 °’ 
each other, and Antony’s lidtor, Handing oh 
the prow, ordered Domitius’s men to ftrike 
their flag, which was immediately obeyed. Do- 
mitius then came to the fide of Antony’s gal¬ 
ley, and went on board. In the mean time 
the troops faluted the Triumvir as general, and 
Plancus recovered his fright. Afterwards An¬ 
tony, with this new reinforcement, went to pre- 
fent himfelf before Brundufium. 

O&avius kept in this town a garifon of five Antony is 
Cohorts, the commanding officer of which re- r, f u M en ' 
fufed to admit Antony, under pretence that he 
brought with him Domitius, who had always U m. He be- 
been an enemy to Casfar and his party. A n-Jugutb* 
tony, offended at this, befieged Brundufium , tocwn - 
and invited Sextus to make a delcent upon 
Italy j which was executed. Octavius, on his 
part, aflembled his troops to relieve the be¬ 
fieged town, and prepared to force the lines of 
Antony. 

It was thought at that time, that a ftorm Difpofitms 
was juft at hand, which would renew all the f* ra P eac( ' 
mifchiefs which were hardly quieted. Hoftili- 
ties were really commenced, but very incon- 
fiderablc. Among the three Chiefs who en¬ 
tered into this war, the weakeft of them only, 
that is to fay, Sextus, had a hearty inclination 
to it. The two Triumviri were afraid of them- 
felves •, and their foldiers, whofe power was 
exorbitant in thefe troublelome times, and who 
gave laws even to their generals, were no ways 
difpoled to fight againft one another. They 
looked upon themfelves as united by the fame 
caule, and conftituting only one body. Be- 
lidcs this general motive, the troops ot Och- 

3 vius 
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vius nad a particular one, from the fear and re- 
fpeft which they bore to Antony, as the author 
ot the victory at Philippi; and thofe of Anto¬ 
ny, on their fide, were not pleafed with their 
Chiefs uniting his intereft with exiles, and pro- 
feribed perfons. ■ While thefe things were in 
agitation, Fulvia, whom her hufband had left 
ill at Cicyon, happening to die, this event openr 
ed a way for a pacification. The negotiation 
was firfl begun by Cocceius Nerva, a common 
friend of both the Triumviri ; and Appian 
gives us, upon this fubjeft, an account, which 
aooears to me to be taken from fome ancient 

MX 

record, and for this reafon deferves to be pre- 

iented to the reader, at lead an abridgment 
of it. 

Cocceius had been fent the year before to 
Antony in Phenicia, about fome affairs which 
we are ignorant of, and had remained with him 
until the time I am now fpeaking of. When 
feigning to be recalled by Octavius, he de¬ 
manded leave of Antony, who granted it. 
“ Will not you give me a letter to Caefar, fays 
“ Cocceius, as I brought one to you ?” “ No, 
“ replied Antony haftily, 1 never write to my 
“ enemies.” Cocceius reprefented to him, 
that he ought not to reckon Car far his enemy, 
after the clemency which he fhewed at Pcrufia 
to his brother Lucius, and the reft of his friends. 
46 How, replied Antony, fhall not I call him 
“ mine enemy who has refufed me entry into 
44 Brundufium, and who has taken from me 
44 my provinces and my troops ? With re- 
tc gard to my friends, if he has 11 fed them well, 
44 he did not do it to preferve them for me, 
44 but to render them mine enemies by his fa- 
44 vours.” Cocceius did not think it proper 

to 
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to infift any further on the fubiect, for fear of 7 IU 

. . . / J . Ant. C. 40. 

irritating that impetuous temper in Antony, 
which he propofed to calm; and contenting 
himfelf with having drawn out of him the 
caufe of his complaints, he returned to 
Oftavius. 

He pleaded before him the caufe of Antony, 
as he had pleaded before Antony the caufe of 
Oftavius. He expofed to the young Trium¬ 
vir the grievances of his colleague, and jufti- 
fied the alliance which Antony had made with 
Domitius and Sextus Pompeius, alledging that 
they were both innocent of the murder of Cse- 
far, and that they were more unfortunate than 
culpable, even according to the principles of 
the vi&orious party. Obferving that thefe rea- 
fons made but little imprefiion, he fortified 
them by the fear of danger, declaring to him 
frankly the refolution which Antony had taken 
to make ufe of the maritime forces of Sextus, 
joined to thofe of his own, in order to lay 
wafte and famifh Italy. This laft confideration 
ftruck O&avius *, and Cocceius, who obferved 
it, ipoke to him then upon the death of Ful- 
via. That woman, fays he, has been a torch 
“ of difcord between you, butflie is now dead. 

“ What hinders you then to make advances 
“ to each other, provided you rather chufe to 
“ clear up your reciprocal complaints, than 
“ to nourifh refentment in your hearts?” 

O&avius after this becoming very calm, 

Cocceius propofed to carry a letter for him to 
Antony, and reprefented to him, that as he was 
the youngeft, he thought he might very well 
write firft to a colleague, who had fo great a 
fuperiority to him in age. The point of ho¬ 
nour would not allow Octavius to do this *, but 

0.4 he 
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A -^' IT *he contrived an expedient, which was to write 

' a polite letter to Julia, the mother of Antony, 
complaining, that being his relation, flie Ihould 
have taken the refolution of flying out of Italy, 
as if fhe might not expedt from him the fame 
tenderneis and regard as from her fon. 

Cocceius, with this letter, returned to An¬ 
tony, ar.d advifed him, in order to take away 
every obfiacle to a peace, to begin by removing 
Dornirius from his perfon, and fending Sextus 
back into Sicily. Antony, at firft, was very 
loth to give his confent, efpecially to that part 
which regarded Sextus. Becaufe he thought 
that thereby he would be too much engaged to 

J ^ D D 

Octavius, and,conlequently, give him too much 
the advantage. But at laft, tearing the valour 
of Octavius’s legions, who, tho’ full of erteem 
lor Antony, were nevertheleis determined to 
make fmart war againft him, in cafe he obfti- 
nately rejected a peace, he yielded to the in- 
fiances of Cocceius and his mother ; and having 
lent Domitius to Bythinia, of which he made 
him governor, he gave Sextus to underftand, 
that he had no more need of his fervices in 
Italy, promifing him in the mean time to take 
care of his interefts. 


jitreafyeen- After thefe preliminaries, C^far’s fcldiers 
dudta be - being fatisfied with him, formed a deputation 
t^eenOc- amon g themfelves, which they adarefied in 

tez-usard 0 , , J r ... . 

A tonv b■; common to the two generals, lignitying to 

them, that the inclination of the army was for 
PzAio, ard them to make peace. As to the terms of it the 

Creams, foldiers did not take upon them to difeufs 

them ; but they gave full power to a com¬ 
mittee compofed of three commitfaries, Maece¬ 


nas engaging for Odtavius, Poliio for Antony, 
and Cocceius as a common friend or mediator. 
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Thefe three negotiators concluded the treaty R - i 1u 
under the authority of the army, which afted ** ' 4 °‘ 
as the depofitory of the fovereignty. 

The articles of the treaty were very Ample ; 
forgetting what was paft, friendfhip and a good 
correfpondence for the future; and a new di- 
vifion of the Roman Empire, the eaftern part 
of which was put under the power of Antony, 
and the weftern under that of Octavius. The Scutari on 
town of Scodra in Illyria, was the common the Drino. 
bounds of thefe two great divifions. Africa 
was left to Lepidus, who was always forced to 
be contented with whatever his colleagues 
pleafed to allot him. Oftavius took upon him 
the war againft Sextus Pompeius, in cafe they 
could not come to an accommodation with 
him, and Antony that againft the Parthians. 

It was likewife exprefsly ftipulated, that the 
two generals fhouid have an equal power of 
raifmg troops in Italy. But Oftavius preferved 
to himfelf always the advantage of never giving 
up the Capitol, and feat of the Empire. Do- 
mitius was acquitted of the condemnation pro¬ 
nounced againft him, and the good ufagehe had 
received from Antony, was approved of by Oc¬ 
tavius. With regard to the Confulfhip, which 
was no more than a fhadow, but a fhadow of 
fome dignity, and capable of taking life again 

in the hands of perfons who knew how to re¬ 
animate it, they agreed, that whenever the Pl ut * Ant. 

Triumviri did not exercife that office them- 
felves, they fhouid fhare it amongft their 
friends. In fhort, the feal of this reconcilia¬ 


tion, was Antony’s marriage with Octavia, 

After to young C^far. 

Octavia, who was elder than her brother, Ani0 V 1 
was tenderly beloved of him, tho’ fhe was ZitbOffa- 




m 
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^7 ir 'only his lifter by the father’s fide, by a former 
* c ’ A0 ' She had been a fhort time a widow. 


A ext. C. 40 


marriage 

having; loft C. Marcellus her hulband. 

o 


Anto¬ 


ny palled alfo for a widower after the death of 
Fulvia; for as to Cleopatra, tho’ he did not 
deny his intrigues with her, yet he did not 
ufe her on the footing of a wife. All the friends 
he had, who were fenfible and judicious, wifhed 
extremely that he would marry Octavia, whofe 
merit was equal to her other charms. They 
hoped that this lady, who joined to an exqui- 
fite beauty, a ledatenefs of manners, fweetnefs 
of convention, and a great deal of wit, could 
not fail of being beloved by Antony, when he 
was her hulband, and thereby cure him of his 
foolifh paflion for the queen of Egypt, the 
confequences of which made them tremble. 
Thus all their wilhes uniting in an alliance fo 
agreeable in every refpect, the affair was pre- 
fendy concluded, and the marriage immediate¬ 
ly celebrated, without even waiting till the 
time of * Octavia’s mourning was expired. 
And as this circumftance mull have occasioned 
a ftain upon her, according to the Roman 
cuftoms, the Senate, by an exprefs decree, 
difpenfed with the rigour of the law in this cafe. 

Such was the treaty of Brundufium, which 
delivered Italy from the fear of a bloody war. 
creed to the The joy of it was fo great, that in order to 
tangent- teftify it to the two generals, they thought 

they could not do lefs than decree them a fmall 
triumph. 

But before they made their folemn entry 
into Rome, Antony being ftili at Brundufium, 


A fr: J 11 


rats. 


* Dior adds, that (he was hr a or. this fukjffl gives me 
~'itb child, but Pint arch's ft' reafcn to Ju/pc ft it. 


or 
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or near it, faw himfelf expofed to great dan- a. R. 711. 
ger from Casfar’s old foldiers, who had fol- Ant * C ‘ 4 °* 
lowed Octavius. They remembered that he 
promifed to fend money from the Eaft, to be 
diftributed amongft them ; and he might eafily 
have done it, if his luxury and prodigality had 
not prevented it. The veterans flocked about 
him, and called upon him to perform his pro- 
mife. As he was not in a condition to fatisfy 
them, they burft out into reproaches, became 
very warm, and Antony would certainly have 
been in very great danger, if Oftavius had not 
engaged in his behalf. In order to avoid any 
thing of this kind for the future, the veterans 
were all fent home to their colonies. 

The reconciliations of great men are too Sahuti* 
frequently fatal to their friends. This was ex - nus lsco ”‘ 
perienced on the above occafion, by two of y™ n * r J° r 
thofe who had the chief confidence of Ofta- c h er y to 
vius and Antony. Manius was delivered up Odaviat, 
by Oftavius to his colleague as the principal and k j 11 * 

author of the Perufian war, in confequence of bm J ( f 
which Antony put him to death ; and, at the 
fame time, by way of compenfation, he difco- 
vered to Odavius the fecret pra&ices of Salvi- 
dienus, who at that time commanded an army 
in Gaul. This man, who was of an obfcure 
birth, had pufli’d himfelf, by his talents and 
ambition, to become one of the principal lieu¬ 
tenants of Oftavius, who had even advanced 
him to the dignity of Conful, without having 
the order of a fimple knight, a aiftin&ion al- 
moft quite Angular, and which never had been 
granted, at leaft in latter times, to any but 
Pompey. Mean while this high fortune did 
not fatisfy the infatiable ambition of that offi¬ 
cer '> who, betraying his commander, had 

offered 
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a. r. 7 t *-offered his fervice to Antony 'during the fiege 

C,4C ‘ of Brundufium. Octavius being informed of 

this perfidy by Antony himfelf, ordered Salvi- 
dienus to Rome under fome certain pretence, 
and when he had him there in his power, he 
caufed him to be tried by the Senate, who con¬ 
demned him to death as an enemy to the pub- 
lick. Salvidienus executed the fentence him- 
■ felf, and prevented the punilhment by a vo¬ 
luntary death. 

There was a great affair ftill remaining to be 
executed by the two Triumviri, which was either 
to deftroy Sextus Pompeius, who haraffed 
Italy very much, or elfe to come to an agree¬ 
ment with him. But this would lead me to 


the following year, and I ought to mention 
here fome rafts, which, tho’ they are of no 
great importance, yet ought not be neglefted. 
Canidius The change introduced into the government, 
azdBalbus fiifcovered itielf more and more, by the Con- 
jubfiitvtfd f u j s h av ; n g b ut a ver y fmall fhare in publick 

™ affairs. Pollio and Domitius Calvinus, who 
ike rohr. cf enjoy’d this title, which was formerly fo great. 


Vzlho and 

Dimihtu. 


appeared only as having a fecond hand at moft 
in all the events of this year. They were even 
obliged by the Triumviri, after having enjoy’d 
this vain piece of honour tor fome time, to 
yield their place to others, whom the Trium¬ 
viri wanted to plcafe with the fame piece of 
honour. Their fucceffors were L. Cornelius 


Balbus, and P. Canidius Craffus, the one a 


fnend of Oftavius, and the other of Antony. 
We fhall fee afterwards Canidius at the head 


of Antony’s forces; and with regard to Balbus, 
he had been many years attached to the houfe 
of the Gefars. His fortune had fornething 
(insular enough. 

w O 
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He was a Spaniard, born at Cadiz, and AR *7 I2> 

. . i r • \ \ Ant. C. 40* 

having done great lervice when he was very ^ , 

young, to Metellus Pius, and Pompey, in tune e f 
the war againft Sextorius, he was made a Balbus 
Roman citizen by Pompey* a privilege which Cic - P r0 
was difputed him in juftice, but he maintain’d Ba ^°* 
the poffefiion of it by the credit of him who 
had procured it to him, and by the affiftance 
of Cicero’s eloquence. His ambition no doubt 
determined him to attach himfelf to Csefar, 
as a patron, who was capable of advancing 
him higher than Pompey could do, and by 
this condud he did not at all incur the re¬ 
proach of ingratitude \ for Ca^far and Pom¬ 
pey were at that time friends. After the rup- Veil. II. 
ture between them, he remained with the 57. 
ftrongeft party, and by his conftant fidelity to PIin,vtI * 
Csefar, and his zeal to ferve Odavius, he be- 45 ‘ 
came fo much confider’d, that though he was 
a ftranger by birth, and adopted a citizen, not 
without a difpute, he arrived at the Conful- 
fhip, and was the firft example of a fovereign 
magiftrate of Rome born out of Italy. He Dio. 
acquiredlikewife immenfe riches* fo that when • Ten : /bil- 
he died he bequeath’d to the Roman people and 

no lefs than twenty-five * Denarii a head. t er,ce - 

Pollio, at the expiration of the ConfuUhip, fj,, vw- 
was fent by Antony to make war againft the umpb of 
Parthians, people of Illyria, who had fliewn ^ !} 
a ftrong attachment to Brutus. He took the 
town of Salonea, and did other exploits which 
entitled him to a triumph. But that which 
•feeured him an honourable rank among il- 
luftrious perfons, was that variety of talents 
which were united in him, in an eminent de¬ 
gree. He excelled in all kinds 
poetry, and hiftorv ^ and he 


of eloquence, 

patronized in acc 
r 1 „ Odell. 1. 

others, 
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others, that tafte for thofe arts, which he cul¬ 
tivated in himfelf with fuccefs. A proof of 
this was Virgil, whom he maintain’d in pof- 
feffion of his paternal eftate, and introduced 
to Oftavius’s friendfhip. Pollio had great 
views, and had the honour of being the firft 
who founded a publick library for the ufe of 
men of letters. He adorn’d it with ftatues 
of the mod learned men of antiquity •, Varro 
was the only living one to whom he did that 
honour. 

His colleague, Domitius Calvinus, makes 
a more ffiinmg figure in hiftory by his employ¬ 
ments and titles, than by his real merit. After 
his Confulfhip he went to make war againft 
the Cerritani in Spain, where he acquired the 
honour of a triumph. His exploits have no¬ 
thing very remarkable •, but he deferves praife 
with regard to military difeipline. A body 
of troops having allowed themfelves to be de¬ 
feated by the enemy, and fhamefully taken 
flight,' Calvinus punifhed thofe who were 
guilty, • by decimating a great many com¬ 
panies, without fparing the officers. Some 
Centurions, and among the reft the firft cap¬ 
tain of a legion, named Vibulius, differed the 
Baltin ado, 1 which was an ignominious puniffi- 
ment, and frequently mortal. 

Under the Confulfhip of Pollio and Calvi¬ 
nus, Herod was declared, by the Romans, 
king of Judea. It is furprrzing that this title, 
which had been extinft for fo many years, and 
refufed formerly by Pompey to Hyrcan, 
fprung from a race of kings, ftiould be re¬ 
newed in favour of a man, who not only did 
not belong to the royal line, but was even a 
ftranger, and an Idumean by origin. Herod 

was 
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was obliged for this to the war of the Parthians. A * R - 7 T *- 
Thofe people were aftually almoft entire maf- nl# ‘ 
ters of Judea. Hyrcan was their prifoner, 
and they had fet up as king, Antigonus, chief 
of the branch, in enmity with Hyrcan. In this 
fituation of affairs, Antony thought it would 
be of fervice to him, to oppofe to the king 
eftablifhed by the Parthians, one who was in 
friendfhip with the Romans. Herod then who 
had come to Rome, to reprefent the melan¬ 
choly condition of Judea, and to implore a 
fpeedy affiftance, obtain’d more than he de¬ 
manded. As he knew that the Romans did 
not ufually grant-the name of king, but to 
thofe who are of the royal progeny, he in¬ 
tended to afk that title for his brother-in-law, 
brother to the unfortunate Mariamne, grand- 
fon of Ariftobulus, by his father, and of 
Hyrcan by his mother; while in the mean 
time, he intended to referve all the power and 
functions of royalty to himfelf. Antony how¬ 
ever thought it more proper to join the title 
to the office. Herod was agreeable to him, 
and to all Csefar’s party, both on account of 
the fervices he did them himfelf, as well as of 
thofe of Antipater his father. He was there¬ 
fore declared king by a decree of the Senate, 
and the Triumviri added to it tokens of honours 


of all kinds, an account of which may be feen 
in the hiftorian Jofephus. 

A law very famous m the Roman legb 7*, /•*/„■. 
flature, was paffed this year by the Tribune P. dian law. 
Falcidius. It tended to reftrain the unbound- I)io ; 
ed liberty of making wills, which the citizens 
enjoyed, and very frequently abufed. It was \ ^ 22< 
no rare cafe, for example, for the Teftator to 
drain- the -eftace. by the number and greatnefs 

2 of 


* 
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a. R. 7 1 * of the legacies, fo that there remained hardly 
^ 4 °' any thing for the natural heirs. They had, 

for a great while, felt the inconveniency of this 
laft abufe, and had endeavoured to remedy it, 
but without fuccefs. Falcidius therefore caufed 
a law to be made, ordering that the fourth 
part of the goods of the Teftator, fhould ab- 
folutely belong to the heirs, and if the fum 
of the legacies exceeded three quarters of the 
cftate, it fhould be lawful for them to take 
from the legatees as much as would make up 
the quarter due to them. This privileged 
quarter has been called the Falcidium, from 
the Tribune Falcidius. 

The death The old king Dejotarus, whom I have had 
f Dtjo occafion frequently to mention, died at laft in 
tans. Hu a very advanced age. He had managed his 

affairs very well, with regard to his political 
lit Us. Hu conduit, and his proceedings with the Romans 
cruelty to who were his protedtors, or rather his matters. 
^ fzmt/y. Being in friendfhip with Cicero, Cato, and 
J0 * Brutus, in the civil war between Caefar and 

Pompey, he attached himfelf to the belt party. 
Neceffity however obliged him to yield to the 
conqueror * but after the death of Ctefar, he 
fhewed to the world that neither difgraces, nor 
even torpid old age, had been able to leffen 
his courage and boldnefs. But he forcibly re¬ 
covered ail that had been taken from him by 
the refentment of the Diitator. Befides, he 
gave afiiftance to Brutus, the laft affertor of 
the Roman liberty. I am forry that Dejotarus, 
who had fo many commendable qualities, 
lhould have tarniihed the glory of them by his 

Strabo I ^ orne ^^ cruelties. Strabo, and particularly 
XII. Plot! Plutarch, accufes him of having been the ex- 
de Stoic, ecutioner of his whole family. He treated it 
Rcpab. as 
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as a vine-dreffer treats a vine, cutting off all 
the branches but one, in order to make that 
flourilh. Thus Dejotarus put all his children 
to death, to raife the fortune of him whom 
he chofe to make his heir. But authors have 
not inform’d us, whether this project, which 
he pufhed by fuch barbarous . means, fucceed- 
ed or not. His fucceffor, in the tetrarchy, is 
called Caftor by Dio. 

The Confuls were chofe for the follow¬ 
ing year, according to the plan agreed on by 
the two Triumviri •, that is to fay, out of a num¬ 
ber of the friends of each of them. Thofe who 
began the year were Marcius Cenforinus, and • 
Calvifius Sabinus, one of whom had been left 
by Antony to command in Greece during his 
abfence, while he pafs’d into Afia; and we 
fhall fee the other at the head of the naval 
forces of O&avius, againft the generals of 
Sextus Pompeius. 

L. Marcius Censorinus. 

C. Calvisius Sabinus. 


A. R. 713. 
Ant, C. 39* 


The authority of the Confullhip was very Changes in 
much weakened, and reduced almoft to no- 
thing. But at leaft hitherto they had kept up to an ° 
the form with regard to the duration of it fo far, W Con* 
as that there had been none created Confuls, who fik 
were not named to continue to the end of the 
year; though fevcral of them were obliged, both 
by the Diftator Casfar, and by the Triumviri, to 
refign before that time was expired, in order 
to leave this honourable title for others, 
whom they wanted to inveft with it. Marcius d; 0< 
Cenforinus, and Calvifius Sabinus were the 
firft Confuls, who, entring upon the office the 

Yor,. XV. feft 



242 MaRcius and Calvisius, Cotffak 

*• * c 7 ?- firft of January, were only to continue a cer- 
* ^ tain number of months, at the end of which 
they were to be relieved by fucceflors, appoint¬ 
ed at the fame time with them. This praftice, 
which vilified and degraded more and more 
the Cofifullhip, was followed conftantly by the 
emperors. After this there were no more an¬ 
nual Confuls. Thofe who began the year, gave 

* . 0rdi ' it their names, and were (ailed the * Ordinary *, 
fSuirefti. the others whom they called f Subftituted, 

Were hardly known but mRome andltaly. In the 
provinces they were but little heard of, and for 
^ Minores . this reafon they were called § the little Confuls . 

Cezfufisr. The great number of thofe, whom the Tri- 
and fyor- mnvin had to recompence, was one of the 

the bate! cau ^" es ^hich influenced them to multiply the 

Confullhip. The fame motive alfo engaged 
them to introduce, or allow to come into the 
Senate, all kinds of unworthy members, even 
as far as common foldiers and (laves. One Vi- 
bius Maximus, appointed Queftor, was known 
by his mafter, who Claimed him, and fent him 
back into flavery. There was alfo found 
amongft the legionary foldiers a Have, who 
had been thrown down from the Tarpeian rock, 
-after he had been firft made tree, in order to 


give more diftindtion and folemnity to his 
punifcment. In a word, confufion and licen- 
tioufnefs reigned in all ranks, and thofe who 
ftill preferv’d any fentiments of decency and 
Rine and publick honour, or any tafte for the ancient 

h *fri )n manners » &w nothing on all hands but afflidt- 

ing objeds. 

izfurreciion But the thoughts of the people were 
of the popu taken up with a difafler, which affedted 

more nearly; and this was a famine, 
AppUn. r7 w Wch the fquadrons of Sextus Pompeius, 


Appian. 

D:C. 


ftationed 
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ltationed along the coaft, occafion’d in Rome R * 7I3 ' 
and Italy. As he was matter of the iflands of nt ’ ‘ 394 
Sicily, Sardinia, and Corfica, he interftapted 
the commerce, both of the Eaft and Weft, 
and his corfairs kept conftantly at fea to inter¬ 
cept their convoys, which might come from 
Africa. 

Hunger is a very great incentive. The peo¬ 
ple grew tumultuous, and called aloud upon 
the Triumviri to make peace with Sextus. But 
Oftaviiis remaining inflexible, Antony con¬ 
cluded that they mutt put themfelVes in a con¬ 
dition to make war immediately, before ihe 
famine fhould come to an extremity. It was 
not poflible to undertake the war without hav¬ 
ing recourfe to new impofitions. They gave 
out orders* to tax the matters at the rate *of 
twelve Denarii and a half, for the head of each 
flave which they pofleffed, and to retain a cer¬ 
tain quota upon the fuccelRons and legacies for 
the publick expence. Then the people loft all 
patience* and the placards of the money edifts 
were pull’d down. They thought it ftrange 
that the Triumviri, after having drained the 
publick treafury, fpoiled provinces, harafs’d 
Italy with proferiptions, confifcations, and all 
manner of extortions, ttiould ftill rob the 
citizens of that little which was left them; 
and that not for a war which interefted the 
State, or tended to the good of the empire, 
but for their particular quarrels, for their am¬ 
bition, and deftroying a family which was an 
enemy to their grandeur. 

The publick indignation againft the Trium¬ 
viri, turned into affe&ion for Sextus; and the 
common people teftified their fentiments at the . 
games of the Circus, where it was the cuftom 
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to carry in pomp the ftatuc of Neptune. They 
received it with extraordinary appiaufe in 
honour of Sextus, who called himfelf the fon 
of that God. Octavius obferved this incli¬ 
nation in them, and in order to prevent the 
like lccne afterwards, during the time of the 
feafts, he forbid them to bring thither the 
ftatue of Neptune. But the people demanded 
it, and not being able to obtain fatisfa&ion, 
they became furious. They began to throw 
ftones, and Octavius coming to prefent him¬ 
felf to the enraged populace, runarilk of be¬ 
ing killed* Neither his firmnefs in expofmg 
himfelf to their blows, nor his reprefentations, 
nor even his entreaties, when he faw the dan¬ 
ger became preiling, could calm the fury of 
the tumult. Antony came to his affiftance, 
and as he pafs’d for being well enough difpofed 
in favour of the peace they defired, the people 
at firft did not offer to hurt him, but only beg¬ 
ged him to retire. Upon his refufing they 
threw ftones at him, and he was obliged to 
lend orders for the troops, who having made 
a great (laughter among the mutineers, opened 
a paflage for him to where his colleague was, 
whom he at lad difengaged. The dead bodies 
were thrown into the Tiber, and their num¬ 
ber, together with the licentioufnels of the 
loldiers and mob, who plundered them, was a 
new fubjeft of grief, but of a grief which fear 
obliged them to conceal. 

Octavius increafed this difcontent by the 
feaft which he gave according to cuftom, upon 
occafion of his firft ufing the Razor, and the 

firft-fruits of his beard, confecrated in cere¬ 
mony to fome God. The young Romans 
never fhaved till the age of one or two and 

1 . twenty 
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twenty years; but contented themfelves with ^ t R £. 7n * 
clipping the hairs which were too long. Ofta- ’ ' 39> 
vius had waited till he was five and twenty 
years old. He wanted to celebrate that day 
with magnificence, and give a feaft to all the 
populace. But inftead of being applauded 
for this by the multitude, it renewed their com¬ 
plaints. They obferved that this extraordi¬ 
nary and ufelefs expence was very ill placed, 
at a time when the citizens were ftarving. 

Oftavius at lad was obliged to yield to the Oftaius 

people, or rather to necefiity, and give his con f enti t0 a 
confent to an accommodation with Sextus. In 37 ^ 7 * 
the mean while, to fave appearances, he would t w% 
not be fecn in the beginning of a negotiation. 

It was Antony who firft propofed the affair to 
Libo, the father-in-law of Sextus, and brother- 
in-law of Oftavi-us. He propofed to Libo’s 
friends at Rome to invite him by letters to 
come and vifit his country, in order to enjoy 
the advantages of his new alliance with Ofta- 
vius, and on another account ftill more im¬ 
portant. Libo having obtained the confent of 
Sextus, came to the ifland of * Enaria, upon f 
the coaft of Campania, at a fmall diftance 
from Naples. But he would not proceed any 
further without a fafe-guard from O&avius, 
who ftill made the people prefs him to ^rant 
it. The ardour of the multitude for peace was 
fo great, that they forced Mucia, the mother 
of Sextus, to go to her fon, and join her mater¬ 
nal authority to the wifhes of the citizens; 
and upon that lady’s making fome refiftance at 
firft, the people were in fuch a rage, as to 
threaten to burn her in her houfe. Sextus 

This precaution of the people was by no yie ^ s t0 * tf 
means fuperfluous. Sextus himfelf had no in- * $ 
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Astfc 713 * c ** nat * on to ^d Menas, his freedman 
** ' 39 ‘ and confident, who at that time commanded 

confiderable fea and land forces in Sardinia, 
wrote to him not to leave off the war, or at 

kaft to fpin out the negotiation as long as he 
could, that the famine might render the Tri¬ 
umviri more tradable, and procure him more 
advantageous conditions. 

It is true that thofe illuftrious Romans, whq 
had found a retreat in Italy, were of a con¬ 
trary opinion, and ailed ged that he only ad- 
vifed the continuation of the war, becaufe 
thereby he gained great profits and honours. 
And they probably gueffed right, but it was 

an eafy matter to retort the reproach againft 

themfelves, for their intereft was manifeft in 
the opinion they embraced. It was vifible 
that they wanted to return to their own coun¬ 
try after fo long an exile; and Sextus, nq 
doubt, knew well enough that they fuffer’d 
impatiently the credit which his freedman had 
with him. It was at this time that Murcus, 
behaving with more haughtinefs than the reft, 
was bafely afiaffinated by order of Sextus ; and 
as this tragical example ferved as a warning tq 
thofe who was of his way of thinking, to be 
more circumfped: with regard to their external 
behaviour, it only encreafed their defire to. 
free them from the dependance on a chief, 
who was capable of afting in fo cruel a man: 

ner. 
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Libo felt the difficulty of conducing a 
negotiation, which could not fucceed but con¬ 
trary to the natural wifhes of the parties to be 
reconciled. In order tq get rid of the trouble, 
and not to expofe himfelf to reproaches, he 
propofed a conference between the three; 

generals. 
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m. fo t^iqy might terminate the difc * 
OfSffl themfelvcs. The people pf 
one fide, and, the fugitive* fled fof 
ext US on the Other, fupported. the, 

fo ftronglY, that it was accepted. 
Antony and. Q&avius march’d with. tHat 
troops to the' coaft of $aiae s and Sextos cam* 
t)9 r lie before the promontory of Mifenupt, ,° n 
board a gaily of fix row? of oars, attended, by a 

beautiful and numerous fleet. 

" in preparing for the conference, they tool; 
fyeh, meyfures as fhew’d they had but little 
confidence in one another. Upon ftakes, drove 
into the fea they raifed two bridges, between, 
which, they, left an empty, fpace, That bridge, 

which jofned to. the,land was for the Trium-. 

viri, the other for SextU^ A t the fifft inter¬ 
view,, their; claims were widely different. 
Sextus, demanded no lefs than to be, made a 
colleague with O&yvius and Antony, and m 
be fubffimted in the room of the weak Uepidus. 

The Triumviri, on the contrary, would wiy 
allow him the Ample liberty of returning W 
Rome. They parted then very little fafisfied 
with qne another, but in- the mean time* with* 
out breaking off the negotiation- The famine 
was a preffmg reafon, for the Triumviri, and 
Sextus faw himfelf warmly foliqited by thofe 

who were about him. They even committed 


violence upon him in a manner •, and at a time 
when they fatigued,him with,their foliicitations, 
he cried out, tearing his clothes, that he was 
betray’d by thofe whom he had fayed,: and 
that Menas was the only perfon, whofe bravery 
and fidelity he could depend upon. However, 
jn fphe of fo ftrong a protection, he could 

pot refill the entreaties of fo many great pec- 

R 4 fons, 
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a. R. 7 t 3- fons, fupported by thofe of his mother. The 
Aat * ’ 39 'peace was concluded upon very honourable 

terms for him, if he could have depended up¬ 
on their being punftually obferved, 

Condition ^ t ^ s treat Y h e ftipulated for himfelf, 
0 f t hg for the illuftrious fugitives to whom he had 
treaty. given fan&uary, and for his foldiers. 

For himfelf he obtained, the confirmed and 
peaceable poffeflion of the iflands of Sicily, 
Sardinia, and Corfica, to which was likewife 
added Achaia. All which he was to pofiefs, as 
long as the Triumviri themfelves fhould enjoy 
their proper diftri&s. They likewife promifed 
him the Confullhip, with a power to exercife 
that office in his abfence, by means of any of 
his friends whom he fhould appoint his proxy. 
They alfo allured him of the dignity of Augur, 
and feventy millions of Sefterces on his father’s 
eftate, five hundred and forty fix thoufand, 
nine hundred and forty five pounds fterling. 

As to the fuigtives, or exiles, they were 
diftributed into three clafies, the murderers of 
Csefar, the profcribed, and thofe who had fled 
voluntarily. The firft were not comprehended 
in the treaty. But according to the teftimony 
of Appian and Dio, they had a verbal com- 
million granted them, to chufe a place of exile, 
where they might live in fafety. The pro¬ 
fcribed were re-eftablifhed in all their rights 
and privileges ; but they reftored them only 
a fourth part of their goods which had been 
confifcated. Thofe who had neither been con¬ 


demn’d nor profcrib’d, were reftor’d to all 
their privileges and eftates, except their move¬ 
ables. Some of the moft diftinguilhed amongft 
them, obtained exprefsly nugiftracies and 
priefifhips. 

The 
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The foldiers of Sextus were like wife treated *‘ n ** c J ** 
very favourably. There were a great many of 
them in the condition of Haves. Being fure of 
finding liberty in Sicily, the flaves had defert- 
ed in flocks out of Italy ; and this defertion 

came to fuch a height, that the Veftals, amongft 
the vows which they addrefs’d to the Gods tor 
the good of the empire, had received orders 
the preceding year to add a prayer, defiring 
a ceflation of that calamity. The flaves, who 
had inlifted with Sextus, were preferved by 
the treaty in the enjoyment of their liberty; 
and they promifed the free foldiers, who ferved 
in the army and fleets, the fame recompences, 
after their term of fervice fliould be expired, 
which had been granted to the foldiers of the 
Triumviri. 

For fo many advantages which Sextus reap¬ 
ed from this treaty, he reciprocally engaged 
himfelf to draw off his troops from the ports 
which they occupied in Italy *, no more to re¬ 
ceive any fugitive flaves •, not to augment his 
naval forces; to defend Italy againft the py- 
rates, and to fend to Rome the fame remit¬ 
tances of corn and other taxes, which thofe 
ifles that were yielded to him ufed formerly 
to pay. 

.After thofe articles had been adjufted, the 

folemn aft which confirmed them was fealed 


by the three contrafting .generals, and fent to 
Rome to be kept by the Veftals, as a precious 
and facred charge. The conferences ended 
with teftimonies of reciprocal friendfbip i they 
Ihook hands and embraced. 

The joy which this peace occafioned, was *&***&*** 
equal to the ardour with which it was defired:^™ 
Italy delivered from the fear of a famine, which oceafm'd. 

already 
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A*^c. 7 t 3 ! aIread y began to be violently felt, and a great. 

9 ‘ number of the Citizens of Rome reftored tQ 

their country after a long exile, were for a while 
inexhauftible fubjefts both of publick and par¬ 
ticular congratulations. The moft illuftrious 
of thofe who were re-tftablifhed by this treaty^ 

Veil, ir, were L. Arrundus, and M. Julius Silanus, C. 

77 * Sentius Satuminus, and M, Titius, who, after 

returning thanks to Sextus proportion’d to the 
favour they had received of him. followed Oc¬ 
tavius to Rome, and were afterwards advanced 
to the higheft honours. 

V* thru Thofe who were the leaft contented with this 

Cbiifi tn- peace, were doubtlefs the three Chiefs who con- 

Mkr°h C ^ uded ^ ® vei 7 certa i n » that Oftavius 

tunjjt r ^ efpedally, at the fame time that he fwore, was, 

firmly refolved to break it the firfl opportu¬ 
nity. They all three however, fhewed great 
appearances of rejoycings, by the entertain¬ 
ments which they agreed to give one another 
by turns. 

An txpref- They drew lots among them who fhould be- 

fi* °f Sex ' gin y and the lot falling upon Sextus, Antony 

tui to An. w {^ re wou id receive them: c< In 

Rut. A or. “ m y heel, replied Sextus ; for that is all the 

Appian. “ paternal houfe which remains to Pompey.” 

Bio. This was a reproach to Antony, who had ufurp- 

ed the houfe which belonged to Pompey in 
Rome. The allufion is ftill more happy in the 
Latin, becaufe the fame * word which Sextus 
made ufe of to exprefs his veffel, was the nam^ 
of that part of Rome where his father’s houfe 
flood. 

During the entertainment, they were very 
merry, and chiefly at the expence of Antony, 
whofe pafiion fox Cleopatra furnifhed matter foe 

* In carinis rocis. Yil II. 77. 
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a great deal of pleafantry ; but the fcene would ^ R- C 7t ‘ 5 ’ 

have changed, and become very ferious, if Sex- Arnwfc. 
tus had yielded to the advice of Menas, who otk 
whifpered him in the ear •, “ Allow me to cut 
“ the cordage of the anchors, and thys make f 
you matter not only of Sicily and Sardinia, hgtbt ad- 
“ but alfo of the whole pniverfe.” The en ••victtfMtr 
ticement was ttrang, and Sextus had need of niU * 
refleftion to confirm, himfelf againft fo power¬ 
ful a temptation. He confidered it a moment, 

and honour prevailing over his intereft and am¬ 
bition, he anfwered Menas; “ You ought to. 

M have done, it without telling me ; but fince- 
“ you have-mentioned it tome, we mutt be 
“ content with what we have, for I cannot 
“ perjure myfelf.” 

Sextus’s guefts heard nothing of what was 
faid, and the entertainment ended as gaily 
as it begpn. They even began to talk of pub- Appian. 
lick affairs, and projected a marriage between Dio - 
two children who were very young, viz. the 
daughter of Sextus with young Marcelius, the- 
fon of Oftavia, fon-in-law to Antony, and 
nephew to Oftavius. Appian adds, that next 
day they entered intq fchemes amongft them- 
felves with regard to the Confulihip for a great 
while to come. I fhall hereafter mention what 
is neceffary about this, in its proper place. 

'fhe Triumviri treated their new allies fuc- 
ceffively in their turns in tents pitched pur- 
pofely on the beach •, after which they parted, 

Sextus returned to Sicily, arid Octavius and 
A,ntony to Rome. 

They patted fome time there in perfect har¬ 
mony, and agreed in ajl affairs of confequence 
wherein they were concerned. But in their 

games and, amufcments, the fuperiority of Oc- 

' tavius 



i$2 


Marcius and Calvisius, Confuls. 


rrves at 

Athens, 

Plat. 


a^r^ 7 i?. tavi us above Antony, put the latter out of hu- 

Artoni u' niour. In fhort, Plutarch affures us, that in 
an of hu- every game of chance between them, Oftavius 
msar at lo • fod a l wa y S the better. At other times, when 

they had cock-fighting,_ or quails, which they 

gams a- trained up to that exercife, the viftory was al¬ 
ga?*/? Or- ways on Octavius’s fide. This continual train 
tavius. He 0 f bad fuccefs in trifles, was a real mortifica- 

^ on t0 an ^ difpofed him to liften to 

r the advice of an Egyptian aftrologer, who be¬ 
longed to his retinue, and who, whether he 
was himfelf the dupe of his own deceitful art, 
or, which is more likely, was gained over by 
Cleopatra, to bring back Antony to her, was 
conftantly telling him that his fortune, which 
of itfelf was great and exalted, was obfcured 
by that of O&avius. He exhorted him in 
confequence of it to fliun the prefence of his 
young colleague. “ For, laid he, your ge- 
nius is afraid of his. When it is alone, and 
16 far removed from this competitor, it is fierce 
“ and elevated, but when they approach near 
“ each other, it is fearful and dejeCted.” How¬ 
ever contemptible fuch a philofophy may be, 
thefe fuperftitious notions, joined to thofe 
fmall, but fenfible and repeated difgufts, which 
Antony received, had their effedt He left 
Italy, and arrived at Athens, taking with him 
Octavia, who a little while before was delivered 
of a daughter. 

Antony’s flay at Athens was very agreeable 
to him, and he paffed the winter there, laying 
V cu Y^ tr afide the pomp of his high flation which con- 
ie ' ftrained him, and familiarizing himfelf willingly 

with a people, who have always had the cha¬ 
racter of gaity, politenefs, and an ingenious 
flattery towards their fuperiors. Thus in the 

feaft 
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feaft which he gave to the Athenians,, on ac- Ai R - 7>3» 
count of the victories which Ventidius his lieu- Ant ' C ‘ 39 ‘ 
tenant had obtained over the Parthians, as I 


fhall very foon relate, he exercifed himfelf the 
office of matter of the revels. He fubftituted 


the badges of his office of a citizen, to the 
magnificent equipages of the triumviral dig¬ 
nity, and prefided at the feaft in a cloak and 
locks after the Grecian manner. 


It was in confequence of the fame tafte for They treat 
foolifh trifling, that partly from drunkennefs, him as a 
and partly from a popular vein, he renewed the Ba ‘' 
fcene which he had adted before in Afia, in 
making himfelf be honoured as a new Bacchus, demands of 
They obferved, on his account, all the joyous them for his 
ceremonies of the God of wine, and he repre- 
Tented him perfonally perfectly well. But the^, a 
Athenians being willing to encourage this hu- Athen.IV 
mour of Antony, were but very ill rewarded 12. 
for their pleafantry. For taking it into their Sen * Sua * 
heads, after having faluted him as Bacchus, to for ‘ I# 
offer him in marriage the goddefs Minerva, 
their prote&refs, he accepted the propofal, 
and taxed them at a thoufand talents as her 


dowry. A wag in the company reprefented to 
him on this fubjedt, that Semele her mother 
had brought no portion to Jupiter. But An¬ 
tony ftill perfifted in demanding the thoufand 
talents, and without delay. Tho’ Dellius, ftill 
purfuing the fame humour, obferved to him, 
that according to the ufual prattice at Rome, 
they had commonly three years allowed them 
to pay the portion at three different payments. 
This affair put the Athenians into an ill hu¬ 
mour, and fet them on pafquinading Antony 
for it, which only diverted him, not at all en¬ 
vying them this little revenge. 


While 
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While he amufed himfelf with thofe frivo^ 
lous paftimes, Ventidius made war for him 
againft the Parthians with fuccefs capable of 
Failing his jealoufy. His thirft after the glory 
of arms was not at all abated. He was afraid 
that his lieutenants would leave him nothing 
to do, and having refolved to put himfelf at 
the head of his armies in the Eaft, he fet out 
from Athens the beginning of the year, wheii 
Ap. Claudius and Norbanus were Confuls. 

§. III. 

Motions of the Parthians . Conduced by Labienus 
the fin, they invade Syria . They ejlablijh An¬ 
tigenus king of Judea, and carry away Hyr- 
can prifiner. Labienus conquers Cilicia, and 
penetrates as far as Carta. Ventidius, Antoirfs 
lieutenant, arrives, and obtains over the Par¬ 
thians two victories fucceffhely. Antony , jea¬ 
lous of the glory of Ventidius, haves Athens 
to put himfelf at the head of his armies. The 
third vifiery of Ventidius, where Pacorns prince 
of the Parthians is killed . Ventidius dares not 
pufh bis advantages, for fear of provoking the 
jealoufy of Antony. The fiegt of Smofates 9 the 
fuccefs of which dots no honour to Antony. The 
triumph of Ventidius. The taking of Jerufalem. 
by Sofas and Herod. Aniigonus is whip'd with 
rods, and put to death like a criminal. Herod 
put in peaceable pofjeffion of the crown. Con- 
fufion and contempt of all the laws in Rome . 
Ofiavius falls in love with Livia. He divorces 
Scribcnia the fame day Jhe was deliver'd of Ju¬ 
lia. He marries Livia, who was yielded to 
him by her bujband , when jhe was fa months 
gone with child. The birth of Lrtifus. Tibe¬ 
rius 
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rius and Drtifus brought up in the palace of Oc¬ 
tavius. Caufes of the rupture between 0Bavins 
and Sextus. Menas made free by Sextus , goes 
into OBavius's fervice. Preparations of OBa- 
vius for the war. A ft a-fight near Cum a. 

Another near the rock of Scylla , where OBavius's 
fleet is very much damaged. A temp eft compleats 
the ruin of the naval forces of OBavius. Sextus 
does not know how to make a right ufe of this 
■opportunity. OBavius takes time to make new 
preparations . Agrippa , conqueror in Gaul y re - 
fufts a triumph. A continuation of the Trium¬ 
viri for five years: Agrippa charged with the 
preparations for war againfi Sextus. The port 
of Julius formed by the junBion of the lakes 
of Lucrinus and Avernus. A pretended Omen 
which happened to Livia . 

Ap. Claudius Pulcher. 

C. Norbanus Flaccus. 

I Have deferred till now mentioning the mo- A - 7>4. 

tions of the Parthians, that I might be able Motions l of 
to conneft them into one fubjeft. It will there- the Par - 
fore be neceffary to begin farther back. thiam. 

From the beginning of the civil wars amongft 
the Romans, tne Parthians had always an in- 
dination to follow Pompey’s party. They re¬ 
membered that that general, when he was for¬ 
merly in the Eaft, had obferved a pacific con¬ 
duct with regard to them. And befides, they 
knew that M. Craffus, fecond fon of Craflus 
their enemy, was attached to C#far, and 
had ferved in his aftn'y, which was another 
motive for them to imagine, that if this fac¬ 
tion became vi&orious, they had reafon to ex- 
peft a war. And indeed, we have feen that 

i Casfar 
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Defer was ready to make war upon them, at 

the time he was affaffinated. 


After his death, the Parthians {till purfuing 
their plan, favoured Brutus and Caflius. They 
had prepared to fend them fuccours, when they 
received the news of their defeat, and deplo¬ 
rable end. 


Ccndudii The perfon who follicited their afliftance, 
6y Laku- was Labier.us, the fon of the famous deferter, 
misthtjon w h 0 f rorn being Caefar’s creature and lieute- 

'swa*'* /nanC ’ became his implacable enemy. The fon 
X)io. inherited his father’s hatred againft Csefar’s 

party ; and having loft his hopes by the ruin of 
Brutus and Caflius, he chofe rather to remain 


under a foreign power, than to expofe himfelf 
to inevitable death in his own country. At firft, 
he was but little confidered by thofe who pro- 
tefted him ; but having always his eye upon 
the turn which affairs took in the Roman Em¬ 


pire, upon the firft troubles which arofe be¬ 
tween Oftavius and Antony, he reprefented to 
the Parthians, that it was a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity for them •, and that while the principal 
Roman forces deftroy’d each other in Italy, by 
the Tufcan war, and Amtony was render’d effemi- 
nate in Egypt by Cleopatra, they might avenge 
themfelves for the unjuft war which Craffus 
had made againft them, and even invade, the 
Roman provinces, which were fituated in their 
neighbourhood, and lay convenient for them. 

His advice was liften'd to, and Orodes, king 
of the Parthians, raifed a powerful army to 
make an invafion upon Syria. He eftabliftied 
his fon Pacorus general of this army, and gave 
him for his counfellors Barzaphames and La- 
bienus, in whofe good conduft he chiefly de¬ 
pended for fuccefs. And indeed, he was not 
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difappointed in his hope. Antony had left De- ^ t R c 7U * 

cidius Saxa, who had been a long time ftrong- Ant * ’ 
ly attached to him, to command in Syria. 

But the troops which he gave him, had ferved 
under Cafiius. Labienus found then among 
them, friends and acquaintances, and he knew 
fo well to take the advantage of that, and to 
put them in mind of the oath they had for¬ 
merly taken to the defenders of the Roman 
liberty, that they revolted to a man. All the 
towns opened their gates to them, and even 
Apame and Antioch received them, and Saxa, 
abandoned by his army, was reduced to kill 
himfelf with his own hand, that he might not 
fall into the power of the conqueror. There 
was only Tyre which refilled the Parthians, con¬ 
duced by Labienus. The garifon was faith¬ 
ful, and was fupplied by a concourfe of all thole 
who had left Syria, in order to fhun the new 
yoke of the Parthians. 

Having thus fubdued Syria, the Parthians cM- 
pafled into Judea, whither they were invited ^ 1 *'^ 
by Antigonus, nephew and rival to Hyrcan. y*a c ‘~J a „j 
That prince, poffefled with the blind fury of carry any 
reigning, was not afhamed to promife them, fyrcun 
in order to obtain their affiftance, not only a 
thoufand talents of filver, but five hundred ^jv 2- 
women. The Parthians over-run all Judea, 
and, feconded by Antigonus’s party, they eafi- Jud. 1. n. 
ly rendered themfelves matters of the whole 
country, and penetrated into Jerulalem. He¬ 
rod and his brother, who defended, or rather 
governed Hyrcan, made neverthelefs a ttrong 
•refiHance in the palace. But the Parthians, 
joining perfidy to force, according to their 
ufual practice, perfuaded the weak Hyrcan, 
and even Phazael, the brother of Herod, to 
Voi. XV. S come 
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come and negotiate a peace with them *, and 
when they had them in their power, they put 
them in chains, contrary to their oath, and de¬ 
livered them to their enemies, Phazael killed 

* ‘ ♦ 

himfelf in defpair. As to Hyrcan, the rage of 
Antigonus hurried him to fuch an unnatural 
excefs, as to make him bite and tear his ears 
off* thereby to render him for ever uncapable 
of the fovereign priefthood, which by the law 
could not be enjoy’d by a man who was 
maim’d in any of his members. The Parthi- 
ans even carried away with them the unfortu¬ 
nate Hyrcan, that Antigonus, whom they had 
eftabliflaed king of Judea, might have no um¬ 
brage. It was at that time that Herod, having 
no more refource in any of thofe whom he 
faw about him, went to Rome, as I have be¬ 
fore related, and obtained of Antony and 0 °* 
tavius the tide of king. 

Labienus pufhed his vi&ories, and entered 
- into Cilicia. Plancus was charged by Antony 
to defend the provinces of Afia, but being a 

very indifferent warrior, he fled at the ap¬ 
proach of the enemy, and went over into fomc 
of the neighbouring ifles, where he found a 
fure retreat, becaufe the Parthians had no vef- 
fels. The country thus abandoned, lay at the 
mercy of the conquerors, and Labienus pene¬ 
trated even to Caria, where he took and de- 
ftroy’d the towns of Mylafa and Alabanda. But 
he failed in his attempt upon Stratonicia. 

Hybreas, the Orator whom I have had oc- 
cafion already to mention, did the duty of a 
good cidzen upon this occafion, and animated 
the Carians, his countrymen, to defend them- 
felves with courage. As he was a man of an 

agreeable wit, he ridiculed the vanity of La- 

' bienus, 
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bienusyand in order to con craft the title of Pat- 
tkran y which that general took, he caufed him- stnbo l ’ 
felf to be called Carian . This pleafantry was XIV. p. 
very well' founded, for Labierius afted quite 66 °* & 
the reverfe of the Roman generals, who bor- D,0 ‘ 
row*d new' fumames of the provinces which 
they Had vanquifhed, and not of thofe whom 
he led to make war againft their country¬ 
men. The fuccefs afterwards Was not fa- 
vourable to Hybreas; his country and the town 
of Mylafa Were ruined, as l havefaid, and He 
himfelf obliged to retire to the ifland' of 
Rhodes, in order to fave his life. 

Such was the fituatiori of affairs when Venti- v t ntU'm % 
dius arrived in Afia, being fent by Antony, d nton ?t 
who had juft concluded the treaty at Brundu- 
fium with Oftavius; As foon as he arrived, andobia'm 
things' entirely changed their appearance. La- over th* 
bienus retreated immediately as far as mo tint Parthians 
Taurus, in order to be fupplied with the forces • 
of the Parthians, die main body of which re- 
mained ftill in Syria. Ventidius followed 
them * and upon approaching the army of the 
Parthians, knowing the fuperiority of the ca¬ 
valry of that nation in fighting upon plain 
ground, he encamped upon a height, affefting- 
a Ihew of timidity. The enemy, proud of 
their numbers,-and the viftories which they 
had gained, came and imprudently attacked 
him upon'a rifing ground. In a kind of fight 
where agility of motion or arrows were of lit¬ 
tle fervice, all the advantage was on the fide of 
the Romans. They had greatly the better of 
the Parthians, and without trouble or rifidcut 
them in pieces, and routed them. Labienus 
faved himfelf by flight: But was known, af¬ 
ter he had wandered fome time in Cilicia, by 

S 2 Deme- 
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a, r. 714. Demetrius, a freedman of Csefar the Didator, 

' * ' and propofed by Antony tor the government 
of the illand of Cyprus, who took him pri- 
foner, and, very probably, put him to death. 
What makes me of this opinion is, that hiftory 
makes no more mention of him after he was 
taken. This firft vidory of Ventidius,reftored 
to Antony all the country which Labienus had 
taken from him in Afia. 

It was prefently followed by a fecond, in 
which the Satrap Barzapharnes was killed, and 
which recovered to the Romans all Syria. 
There was only the little ifland of Aradus, 
which perfifted in rebellion *, becaufe it had 
offended Antony coo much, to hope for any 
favour. The inhabitants of Aradus had burnt 
alive Curtius Salaffus, who came to raife con¬ 
tributions upon them for Antony. They were 
obftinate in maintaining the fiege, which was 
long. For they were a courageous people, and 
fkiltul in war. But their forces were too un¬ 


equal to be able to get the better. 
jntorr, It was upon occafion of thefe two vidories 
jeahus cf 0 f Ventidius, that Antony celebrated at Athens 
tht gkn feaft which I have given an account of. I 

added that the Triumvir, jealous of the 

..... ' J 


Atbtm to honour of his lieutenant, marched fpeedily to 
}»: h-.jr.f'lf gather thofe laurels which properly belonged 
at the head 1 Q him, and the honour of which he only bor- 

rowed. But before he arrived at the army. 
Plat. Ant. Ventidius had obtained a third vidory, which 

might be looked upon as putting an end to 
the war. 


Pafcorus returned into Syria with a nume¬ 
rous army, during theConfulfhip of Ap. Clau¬ 
dius and Norbanus, and had he made hafte to 


pafs the Euphrates, he would very.much have 


em 
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embarrafs’d Ventidius, who had not, at that A - R * 71*' 
time, all his forces aflembled, and a part of ^ 4 *‘ 
whofe legions was then in Cappadocia, beyond ^ ory ^ 
mount Taurus. In order to prevent this from Ventidius , 
happening, he made ufe of artifice. There when Fa- 
was in his camp a Syrian prince, named corUi > 
Channseus, who he knew kept a correspondence 
with the Parthians. Ventidius inftead of punifii- ' u 
ing him, or /hewing any diftruft, feigned MW. 
fometimes to confult him, and on the occafion Dio * 

^ YT TY 

which we are now fpeaking of he told him, AMA * 
that he /hould be very glad if the enemy would 
pafs the river at Zeugma, according to their 
ufual cuftom *, becaufe in. that country there 
were heights, which he knew how to make 
ufe of againft them *, but that he /hould look 
upon it as an unfavourable circumftance to 
him, if they went to fearch for a paflage be¬ 
low, where they would find plains very com¬ 
modious for the operations of their cavalry. 

The perfidious Channaeus laid hold of this 
falfe confidence, and, being impofed upon by 
Ventidius, he impofed upon the prince of the 
Parthians, who thought he could not take a 
better refolution than that which the enemy 
was afraid of. This retarded Pacorus forty 
days, both on account of the large fweep he 
was obliged to take, and becaufe the river being 
very broad at the part where he pafied it, the 
throwing a bridge over it took up a great deal of 
time. During this interval, Ventidius had-fuf- 
ficient leifure to aflenible his troops, and he 
had his army compleat three days before the 
Parthians had paffed the river. 

The two armies met in the Cyrrheftica, a 
country of Syria, and they were not long in 
fight of each other before they came to blows. 

S3 The 
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A- a. 7 H- The Parthians, tho’ they had been twice de- 
^ ’* feated by Ventidius, had loft nothing of their 

rafh prefumption, but became new dupes to 
the fame appearance of timidity, by which 
that general had before drawn them into the 
fctare. Pacorus, feeing that the Romans kept 
clpfe in their camp, came to attack them. 
But he was not only repulfed, but loft the beft 
of his troops, and even his life. He died 
fighting valiantly, and his death compleated 
the rout of his army. The Romans obtained 
an entire viftory, and they reckon’d then 
that they had payed back the Parthians, for 
the defeat of Craffus. The fliers divided them- 
felves. Tbofe who attempted to get back to 
the bridge, were the moft part prevented 
and (lain'by the viftors. The reft retired to 
Antiochus king of Commagena. 

Veiti&us If Ventidius had purfued his vi&ory, and 

^ihTad enterec * Mefopotamia, the empire of the Par- 

^ntagn ^ ans had been expofed to very great danger. 
for fear of For the death of Pacorus had fpread an ex- 
provoking traordinary conliernation amongft them. But 
thtfahuf Antony’s lieutenant was afraid of having too 
fa? well ferved his general, and he did not think 
Dio. that it was at all prudent to exafperate, by a new 

fuccefs- hisjealoufy, which had already been 
carried but too far. He therefore contented 


him fell" with bringing back to their duty the 
little princes and towns of Syria, which ftill 
preferved an affeftion for the Parthians; and 
knowing that Pacorus made himfelf equally 
beloved by the Syrians for his juftice, as ad¬ 
mired for his bravery, he order’d his head to 
fie carried all round the country, that being 
convinced of his death by the teftimony of 
their, own eyes, the people might more eafily 

forget 
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forget a prince, whohi they could never be 
detach’d from while they thought he was 
alive. 

All fubmitted to the conqueror; only An- TheJttgttf 
tiochus of Commagena, who was fummon’d s ***f*t**» 
to deliver the Parthians, that had fled to him 
fof refuge, refufed to obey. Ventidius went j oef no 
therefore to befiege him in Samofatis, his honour to 
capital, and very foon obliged him to defire to 
capitulate for the fum of a thoufand talents. 

The exprefs orders of Antony hindered this 
propofal from being accepted. He was juft 
upon his arrival, and he wanted to referve for 
himfelf at leaft this laft exploit, and to take 
the town of Samofatis by force. But his poli¬ 
tical jealoufy turned out very ill. The ardour 
of the foldiers cool’d when they faw Ventidius, 
inftead of being honoured and recompenced, 
turn’d out of all employment. And, on the 
contrary, the courage of the befieged was ani¬ 
mated, by the defpair which the refufal of 
their offer occafion’d. The fiege then was 
fpun out to a great length, and Antony at laft 
was extremely glad to accept of three hundred 
talents inftead of a thoufand, and to grant a 
peace to Antiochus for this fum. 

This was the only fruit of Antony’s expe¬ 
dition. He then returned to Oftavia at Athens, 
whofe lover he was at that time, as well as her 
huiband. Happy, if that lawful paflion for 
his wife, had effaced for ever from his heart 
the remembrance of Cleopatra. 

They decreed him a triumph at Rome for 
the victories of Ventidius •, and in this there 
was nothing contradictory to the Roman laws, 
becaufe it was the cuftom with them, always 
to attribute the honour of military fuccefles to 

S 4 the 
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a. r -jii-the general, under whofe aufpices they were 

obtain 0 . 


Tee tti- The true conqueror however was not fruf- 

tr2tec ^ °* h* s rcwar ^ ; for Antony, altho’ he 
tn 1 ' ui ' was jeaJous of his lieutenant, was not of an 

unjuft or malicious character, and did not 
envy Ventidius the triumph he fo well de- 
ferv r ed. 


The triumph decreed to Antony was not 
celebrated, becaufe that general was always 
employed in other affairs, which he thought 
preferable. But Ventidius, to whom fuch an 
honour was extremely agreeable, went to 

Rome to triumph over the Parthians. The 
ceremony was celebrated very pompoufly the 
twenty eighth of December. They faw, 
not without aftonifhment in Rome, *a trium¬ 


pher, who had himlelf been formerly led in 
triumph. And another Angularity, which 
encreafed the glory of Ventidius, was, his be¬ 
ing the firft who had triumphed over the Par¬ 
thians, and he was a long time the only one. 
His extraordinary merit had raifed him from 
obfeuritv, and he was only obliged to An¬ 
tony’s friendIhip, for giving him opportuni¬ 
ties of exercifing his talents. Joiephus and 
Dio accufe him of avarice, which is the only 


vie in f. - ? 

r ^ / 

ct / tri* •a 
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fault which hiftory has laid to his charge. 

The victories of Ventidius paved the way 
for Herod's advancement, by depriving An- 
tigonus of the aid of the Parthians. This how¬ 
ever was not an eafy affair, to deftroy An¬ 
tinomy, even after he had only his own forces to 
truft to. That prince, fupported by his courage. 


and the affect on of the greateft part of the 
nation cf Tudia, made a refiftance at leaft for 


the fpace of a year; and Sofius, who had been 

fettled 
■ ■ 
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fettled governor of Syria, by Antony, was *■ *• 7'4* 

« i« ^ 1 tt \ r\ Ant. C, 

obliged to employ all the Roman troops un- 
der his command againft fo unequal an enemy. 

The city of Jerufalem, befieged not only 
by Herod, but by Sofius, at the head of a 
Roman army, confuting of eleven legions, de¬ 
fended itfelf for the fpace of five months. Ic 
was taken piece by piece; the befieged in¬ 
trenching themfelves always further in, in pro¬ 
portion as they abandoned what was forced by 
the enemy. In fhort, the temple, which was 
their laft refource, and in the fandity of which, 
thefe fenfual people placed a blind confidence, 
was taken by affault, on the fabbath, when they 
celebrated the folemn faft of the third month; 
and confequently the fame day that Pompey 
made himielf mafter of it twenty fix years be¬ 
fore. For I have placed that event here, 
which happened the year following. 

The vidors overflowed Jerufalem with the 
blood of its inhabitants, without diftindion 
either of age or Sex. The indignation of the 
Romans was animated by the obftinate defence 
of the befieged, and the hatred of party, which 
was {till more violent, pufhed the Jews, who 
were attached to Herod, to grant no quarter 
to their unfortunate countrymen. However, 
after the firft fury was fatisfied, Herod faved 
the remains of that wretched city. He repre- 
fented to the foldiers, that if they infilled upon 
plundering it, they would make him king 
of a defert. But thefe reprefentations would 
have had very little effed, if they had not been 
enforced by money, which he liberally diftri- 
buted amongft the Romans, from the general 
to the common foldier. 


Herod 
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A R. ?iv Herod took alfo great pains to hinder thi 
' V2v * a 3R ‘prophanation of the temple* by putting a ftop 

to the indiicreet and eager curiofity of this 
multitude of ftrahgfers and gentiles. This gredt 
care of his deferves to be commended* pro¬ 
vided it was the effect of zeal in him, and not 
to be attributed to a feifilh policy, and the de¬ 
fire of gaining the afiedion of the people, he 
was going to reign over. 

Jntigonus For the throne was his only objeft, and he 
ivtytwtb kcnficed every thing to his ambition. Thus 

ptftodeaib** ^ °f Anrigonus muft create etefnal dif- 
hke a cri - quietudes in him, and always render uncertain 
mtal . ins poffefiion of the crown, he fliewed no 
Hiroi pit generality with regird to that unfortunate 

prince. On the contrary, he was obftinately 

ricar-Jn. ^ ent on purfuing him to dfcath. Antigonus, 

by a condud very little worthy df that courage 

which he had till then difcovered* gave himfeif 
up willingly into the hands of Softus, frho 
fent him, in chains, to Antioch, whither 
Antony was return’d 5 where Herod by his 
money and felicitations obtained, that hfe 
fhould be tried for his life as a criminal. 
Plat. Dio. He was condemned, bound to a potty beaten 

with rods, and at lift beheaded by the hands 
of a lidor, punilhments which the Romans 
bad never before inflicted upon any crown’d 
head. In him ended the reign of the Afmo- 
neans, who had exercifed the foVereign power, 
together with the high-priefthood, during the 
fpace of fix-fcore years. Herod faw himfeif 
then at the height of his wilhes, no more 
fimply adorned with the vain title of Royalty, 
but in real and peaceable poffeffion of a king¬ 
dom, which feme years before he rather longed 
alter, than hoped lor. 

We 
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We muft now return to the affairs of Rome, R -? r j* 

* A n » aY 

and Italy, which prefent us with a fpe&acle not ' 
lefs animated, though lefs fiiining in hiftory. 

The confufion, and contempt of all the laws, Confajm, 
continued to disfigure the face of the city. 

During that year which the Confuls, Ap- 
pius Claudius and Norbanus begun, they Rmgt s ** 
reckoned fixty-feven Prators ; -the Triumviri Dio/ 
multiplying the number of magiftrates with¬ 
out meafure, by depqfmg and reftoring as they 
took it into their heads. The Quseflorlhip, 
for which none could be regularly named be¬ 
fore the age of twenty-feven years, was giver* 
to a youth who had not yet laid afide the Toga 
pratexta ; and he put on the Virilis next day 
after he was named. A Senator newly created 
wanted to fight as a gladiator 5 but he was pre¬ 
vented, and they made a decree, forbidding 
this inhuman debafement of the Senatorial dig¬ 
nity. But fury and peryerfenefs had more 
force than this decree, which was frequently 
violated under the following emperors. 

The affairs which employed Oftavius, and Osiavius 
were conftantly his main objedf, did not how -/*/4 w 
ever hinder his being fen fib le to love. Livia 
found means to infpire him with a ftrong and ww * 
lafting paffion, more by the power of her wit, 
than the charms of her beauty. She was lately 
returned to Rome with her hufband, Tiberius 
Nero. I have mentioned before, that a zeal 


for the Rcpublick, after the Perufian war,, had 
made him fly into Sicily with, his whole family. 
There, his pride and haughtinefs could not 
ftoop to that complacency which Sextus de¬ 
manded ; and he went into Greece after An¬ 
tony, who brought him back with him into 
Italy. 


Suet. Tib. 

Ct 4* 


Livia 


* 
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Livia was but a fliort while in Rome till (he 
engaged the affection of Octavius.. He was 
indeed married, but the peeviffi humour of 
Scribonia his wife was very diiagreeabl to 
him, and perhaps the infinuating gentlenefs of 
Livia, contributed not a little to make Scri- 
bonia’s rough behaviour the more infuppor- 
table. He ufed fo little ceremony with her, 
that he divorced her the fame day fhe was de¬ 
livered of a daughter, who turned out after¬ 
wards the too famous Julia. 

Prefently O&avius wanted to contract a 
marriage with her whom he was in love with. 
But there was an obftacle in the way, which 
appeared likely to retard it, for fhe was fix 
months gone with child, and they could not, 
without breaking through all the laws and 
rules of decency, difpenle with waiting till Ihe 
was deliver’d. The impatience of O&avius 

would not fuffer this delay, but attentive and 
Ikilful in finding of colours, to fave at leaft 
external appearances, he confulted the college 
of the Pontiffs upon that extraordinary quef- 
tion, if a woman in Livia’s fituation could be 
lawfully married ? To this a confutation, 
which was rather a derifion, as Tacitus calls 
it, the Pontiffs anfwered gravely, that pro¬ 
vided it was uncertain who was the father of 
the child, the marriage could not be fuffer’d; 
but that the circumftance of a child conceived 
lawful wedlock, being well known after the 
mother hath been fix months pregnant, there 
could be no difficulty in the cale propofed. 
Such was the decifion of the Pontiffs, con- 


* Confulti per ludifcrium Pontificesan ccncepto necdum 
edito pane nie nuberet. *7 dc. Aw. 1. 10 . 


formable 
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formable perhaps, fays Dio, to what they R- 714* 
found in their books. But if their books had nt ' * J * 
told them the contrary, their anfwer would 

certainly have been the fame. 

The next thing they had to confider, was Veil. IL 

the ceremony of the marriage, in which Livia’s 79/ s “ et * 
hufband performed the office of a father, with 11 ’ 10 * 
regard to her, and authorized her to engage 
with Odavius. At the marriage fupper, the 
fimplicity of a child, whom Livia amufed her- 
felf with, rebuked the new married couple for 
the indecency of their conduft. For as Oda- 
vius and Livia were upon the fame couch at 
table, and Tiberius Nero upon another, the 
little ilave, who did not yet underftand the 
reafon of it, approach’d in a furprife to Livia, 
and faid to her, What do you do there , madam ? 

Behold your hujband , fliewing Tiberius Nero to 
her, who is at a great difiance from you. 

At the end of three months Livia was de- The birth 
livered of a fecond fon, whofe name was of Drufus. 
Drufus, and Odavius did not fail to fend him 
to Tiberius Nero, as being his father. But he 
could not, by this precaution, hinder people 
from believing that the child was his own. 

There was a Greek verfe current amongft the 
people, to this purpofe, “ The a happy have 

children after three months marriage.” 
However it is difficult to perfuade one’s felf 
that Odavius looked upon Drufus as his fon, 
if one refleds, that when he came to name a 
fucceffor to the empire, he prefer’d to him 
Marcellus his nephew, Agrippa his fon-in-law, 
and the fons of his daughter. 

Tiberius Nero lived only five years after the 
birth of Drufus, and when he was dying he 

1 Tc*V f»Tt ’Zvn ireus'**. Suit. Claud. C. I- 

•2 named 
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a. R. 7*4- named Octavius tutor to his two ions. 

c ' 3 ‘ eld eft, who became afterwards the emperor 
. Tiberius, was at that time only nine years of 
brmcbt % a S e * • Thus his * education, as well as that of 
in tie pa- has brother, was dire&ed’ by the authority,, in 
Ua of tne palace, and under the eyes of the firft man' 
oacrjm. j n univerfe, who afted the part of a father 
Suct ‘ 6 lb ' the more heartily to them, as his attachment 

for their mother never diminiihed; 

Caufii of The peace, which was concluded" the preced- 
' f ing year, between Sextus Pompeius and the : 
OBams Triumviri* was not of long duration. Oftavius- 
end Sextus- Sextus had confented to it againft their 
Appian. will, and occaGons of rupture can never her 
Civil.l.V. long wanting to thofe who are in queft of 

them. 

T111, Sextus complain’d both of Antony and>Oo 

tavius. Of Antony, for detaining from him 
the ifland of Achaia, which had been yielded* 
to him by the treaty of Miffenum; and of Oc¬ 
tavius, for not allowing the citizens who were 
re-eftabli(hed by the fame treaty, thofe advan¬ 
tages which had been promifed them. In con¬ 
ference ot thefe violations, he alledged,. that 
he had a right to free himfelf of an engage¬ 
ment which confined him extremely. It was 
not without the greateft regret and fear, that 
he faw himfelf conftrained not to augment his 
forces, while thole of the Triumviri were in¬ 


finitely 


vefiels 


built, engaged rowers, and even fecretly autho¬ 
rized the pyrates, whom he had promifed- to 


‘ Senfere (Rhseii) quid mens -rite, quid indoles - 
Nutrita fauftis fub penetralibus 
PoiTet, quid Augufti p2ternus 
In pueros animus Ncrones. 

Her. Oi. IV, 4. 

reprefs, 
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repreft, to feize the proviSons which were A * *• 7*4. 
coming by, fea to Romp, and other place* in Aqt ’ °* 3 *‘ 
fyaly, lb that the famine, which had fcarce 
given them time to breathe, began again to 
prefs them almqft as hard as before. And that 
peace, which at firft was received with fuch 
univerfal applaufe, feem’d to. the Romans to 
procure them no other advantage, than that of 
adding a fourth tyrant to the three, which be¬ 
fore opprefaVL them t 

In the defigo which Odtavius had to renew 
the war., nothing could happen more agreeable 
to his wifhes, than this condudt of Sextus* 
efpecially vyith refped totheprovifions, fo in- 
terefting to the multitude, and fo capable of 
irritating them againft the author of their 
mifery. On this account, he ftudied to make 
a full difcoyery;of the collufion of Sextus with 
the pyrates, who. infefted the feas. Some of 
thefe pyrates.having been made prifoners, were 
by his order: put. to the torture, and he caufed 
their depofitions, which laid the blame upon 
Sextus, to be publifhed. He confirmed this 
firft teftimony by that of Menas, who at this 
time, came over to him, unworthily betraying 
his patron and benefa&or. 

It appears, that Menas had courage for war, Menu, 
and {kill in. fea.affairs*, but he was proud madefnt 
and arrogant, and join’d to thofe vices all the b Sextus * 

meannefs. of the foul of a Have. As he go- o^Jviuj's 
verned abfolutely. his patron, his authority was f erViCt . 
infupportable.to thofe illuftrious Romans, who 
ftill acknowledged Sextus, as their chief. They 
had tried to il^ke off the yoke themfelves by 
ruining his credit \ but feeing that Sextus gave 
no ear to any. but his f reedmen, they had = rer 
courfe to this, method, and ftir’d up the 

2 jealoufy 
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*+■jealoufy ct Menas’s fraternity. Thefe, under 

3S ‘the authouty of thofe great men, were eafily 
determined to do that which they had a ftrong 
inclination to before. They prevail’d in railing 
lufpieions in the mind of their patron, and an 
order was fent to Menas, who commanded in 
Sardinia, to come and give an account of his 
adminiftration. 

Menas, who was artful, had forefeen the 
ftorm, and the preceding year had made his 
court to Octavius, by fending to him one of 
his freedmen, named Helenus, taken in a 
battle in Sardinia. Helenus was very well 
efteemed by his patron, who confequently had 
been touch’d with the politenefs of Menas. 
After this firft introduftion, Menas continued 
to embrace every occafion of rendering him- 
felf agreeable to Octavius, and when he faw 
his diigrace refolved upon, he found means to 
acquaint him, that he would deliver to him 
all that he had under his command; that is to 
fay, the ifiands of Sardinia and Corfica, three 
legions, fixty gallies, and a confiderable num¬ 
ber of brave officers. Ottavius was in doubt 
fome time, whether he fhould accept the offers 
of a traitor, whom he was very fenfible he 
could not cruft In fine, the prefent advan¬ 
tage he would be of to him carried it, and 
Menas, having received affurances in time, 
caufed to be (loped and put to death, thofe 
who had been fent from Sextus, and paffed 
over with his fleet anc troops to the colours of 
G&avius He was received with a diftin&ion 
which was not granted to his perfon, but to 
the affiftance which he brought with him. The 
Triumviri order’d, that he ihould enjoy the 
fame honours as thole who were born free *, he 

adorned 
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adorned 
him into 

even allowed him to fit at his table, an honour 
which he never granted, either before or after, 
to any freedman. In fhort, he gave him the 
title and rank of lieutenant general; that fo in 
this quality he might command, under the 
admiral Calvifius Sabinus, the fixty vefTels 
which he had brought with him. 

Sextus was extremely irritated at the treachery A ppian* 
of Menas; he even demanded him back as a Dio. 
fugitive flave to whom he had a right, and in 
order to revenge himfelf of OftaviusYrefufing 
to fend him back, he fent Menecrates, one of 
hisfreedmen, with a fquadron to plunder the 
coaft of Campania. By this hoftility, Odtavius 
alledged that the peace was abfolutely broke. 

He took out of the hands of the Veftals, the 
treaty of Miffenum, and wrote to Antony and 
Lepidus, to come and join with him againft 
the common enemy. Lepidus, who was not 
eafily put in motion, remained ftill in Africa, 
and Antony was ready to fet out to take upoa 
him the command of the troops, which fought 
againft the Parthians, under Ventidius, at the 
time when he received Odfovius’s letter. He 
came to Brundufium, but his colleague not 
meeting him there, he returned immediately. 

The formidable preparations of Oftavius had 
given him umbrage, and laying hold of the 
war of the Parthians, which demanded his 
prefence, he wrote to the young Triumvir, 
that he muft of neceffity go into Syria, and he 
advifed that the treaty fhould be obferved; 
and rejefting the caufe of the rupture concern¬ 
ing Menas, he threaten’d to demand him in 
quality of the purchaler of Pompey’s eftate, of 

Vol. XV. T which 


him with a gold ring, and admitted 
the order of the Roman knights. He 
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V.UT. 


a. r. 71 +. which Menas, as a Have, mult be confider’d 

Aai. C, 

as a part. 

Octavius thus reduced to ad alone, purfu’d 
his project with no Ids eagernefs on that ac¬ 
count. He had two numerous fleets, the 
one composed moftly of the veffds of Menas, 

and commanded, as I have faid, by Calvi¬ 
fius Sabinus, the other built and equipped 
at Ravenna, upon the Adriatic fea, which had 
for admiral L. Cornificius. Thefe two fleets, 
the lait of which Odavios wanted to command 
in perfon, were according to his plan, to at¬ 
tack the two oppofite fides of Sicily at the fame 
time •, and his legions were to march by land 
to Reggio, in order to compkat the vidory 
by palling into Sicily, after having rendered 
himfelf mafter of the fea, bv means of his na- 
val forces. But the fuccels did not anfwer 
fuch formidable and well concerted plans and 
preparations. 

Sextus had taken meafiires for a vigorous 
refiftance. For having likewifc divided his 
forces, he had lent Menecrates at the head of a 
part of his fleet, before Calvifius, and he him- 
ielf remained at Medina, in order to wait for 

Odavius. 

Menecrates was brave, a good feaman, and 


Mi* 


As 


i fra-f.cht 

-Cvnc. a perfonal enemy to the traitor Menas. 

loon as he came in fight of the fleet near Cuma, 
where his adverfary was, he wanted to engage 
him ; but it appears that Calvifius had orders 
to Hum it. It is certain, that inftead of accept¬ 
ing the challenge, he continued to fheer off 

the coalt, advancing: towards the 


along 


Streights. Menecrates laid hold on this op¬ 
portunity of attacking the fleet with advan¬ 
tage, and to hem them in to the land, whilft 

his 
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his rear was free, and he had liberty of fteering R * 7 J 4* 
his veflels as he pleafed. He had already de- nt ’ ’ 3 ’ 
ftroy’d, funk, and difabled feveral veflels, 
when he obferved that of Menas, who alfo ob- 
ferv’d him. Their mutual hatred carried thefe 
two rivals to leave every thing elfe to tear one 
another to pieces. The fhock was fo violent, 
that the beak of the one vefiel was carried 
away, and the other loft all its oars on one 
fide. They endeavour’d to board each other* 
but the vefiel of Menas had a great advan¬ 
tage over that of Menecrates, becaufe it wa$ 
higher in the fide. In the middle of the en¬ 
gagement the two chiefs were wounded, almoft 
at the fame time, Menas in the arm, and Me¬ 
necrates in the thigh. The wound of Menas 
was not very confiderable, but Menecrates 
was rendered unable for the combat, and not 
capable of fighting any more in perfon, ani¬ 
mated his men in the mean while to exert 
themfelves* till feeing his vefiel taken, he 
threw himfelf into the lea, that he might not 
fall into the power of his enemy. 

The death of Menecrates render’d the battle 
almoft equal between the two parties. Demo- 
chares his lieutenant, and a freedman of Sextus, 
as well as himfelf, tho* he had neither loft near 


fo many men nor veflels as Calvifius, neverthe- 
lefs retired into the port of Meffina, and left 
to Q&avius’s admiral the liberty of purfuing 
his courfe in order to join his general. 

O&avius having received the news of the ^ KOt ^ 


fea-fight near Cuma, fail’d out of the port of r9C & 0 f 
freggio, with his fleet furnifhed with good Sciiia, 
troops, and paffed the Streights, coaflirvg to- wfonOc- 
wards Italy, to receive his lieutenant. Sextus 
obferved, from Meffina, the motions of Ocfa 

T 2 V1US. waged. 
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vius. He followed him, and having come 
up with him near the rock of Scylla, fo famous 
in fable, he attacked him very brifkly. The 
pofition of the two fleets was nearly the fame, as 
at the fight of Cuma, and the fuccefs not at all 
different. All the bravery of the legionary 
ioldiers of Octavius, could not refill the fupe- 
riority which their (kill in fea affairs, and the 
advantage of their fituation, gave to Sextus’s 

c/ ^ O 

people. Demochares, who had been put in 
the room of Menecrates by Sextus, feconded 
by Apollophanes, another of his freed men, 
funk and burnt a great many of the enemies 
veffels, and perhaps they would all have either 
been deflroyed or taken, if in the evening the 
victors had not obferved Calvifius coming up ; 
upon which they retired, leaving the fleet of 
Octavius in expreffible diforder. 

The terror they were in was fo ftrong, that 
the greateft part left their veffels and faved 
themfeivcs by land, where the night foon over¬ 
took them, before they were able to find either 
a flicker to defend themfelvcs from the in¬ 
clemencies of the air, or provifions for their 
iupport. 1 he only refource which was left 
them was to light up fires, in order to inform 
the neighbourhood that they had need of af- 
filtance. They did not lb much as know that 

V 

Calvifius was near them, becaufe they could 
not dilcover his fieet, which was hid by the 
coaft. 

In the midff of this fearful and diftrefs’d 
multitude, Octavius preferved an undaunted 
courage. Dcflitute himlelf of every thing, he 
was wholly occupied about his foldiers, going 
about and exhorting them to have patience till 
day-light, and very luckily a legion, which 
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was not far off, having perceived the fignals, 
made hafte to the places where they faw the 
fires lighted, carrying with them fuch refrefh- 
ments as were neceffary, both for the general 
and for the troops. In the mean time Ofta- 
vius was informed of Calvifius’s arrival, which 
reftor’d his tranquillity, and allowed him to 
take fome reft. 


The return of day-light, prefented to them A tempefl 
a difmal fpeftacle of veffels {battered to pieces, completes 
or damaged by the fire, and their cordage 
floating on the furface of the waves. But this f or(es 0 f 
was not all. A ftorm came to complete the'o^w. 
deftruftion of thofe who had efcaped from the 
enemy. For all of a fudden there fprung up 
fuch a violent South-wind, that no art nor 
force was able to refill it. Sextus had con¬ 


veyed his fleet into the port of Medina, but 
that of Oftavius was driven againft the rocks, 
upon coafts which afforded no kind of fhelter •, 
and to compleat their misfortunes they wanted 
a fufficicnt number of Tailors to manage their 
veffels, the greatefl part having fled on fhore 
after the fight. 

The fleet of Calvifius did not fuffer fo much. 


becaufe Menas, who was well acquainted with 
fea affairs, no fooner faw the tempeft begin to 
arife, than he made towards the ocean, where 


the waves were not fo ftrong * and there 
having call anchor, lie order’d his whole 
crew to row violently againft the dire&ion of 
the wind, and thus he kept his ftation, gain¬ 
ing as much by his oars as he loft by the 
wind. 


On the contrary, the fleet which Oftavius 

commanded in pt;ribn, having kept near the 
ihore, was prodigioufly fluttered. The vio- 

T 3 lence 
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a. R.7 r 4 lence of the wind and Tea drove them from 
An “ c ' 3 *' their anchors, broke their cordage, and the 

veiTcls driving againft one another, or forced 
againft the rocks, were almoft all deftroy’d, 
together with the greateft part of the men 
who were on board. This furious tempeft 
lafted a whole day and a night, lb that it had 
time enough to complete the difafter of Oc¬ 
tavius. 

He was fo exceffively grieved, that not being 
able to bear the fight of an accident which 
he could not poflibly redrefs, he retired to 
Vibo, and from thence he diftributed his land 


forces, in all the maritime places, to protect 
them againft the incurfions which his enemy 
might attempt upon Italy, after fo great an ad- 
$iX j KJ vantage* But Sextus, more courageous in de- 
- r: ' kK:rj3 fending himfelf, than keen in attacking O&a- 


* ']V° a tavius, let flip this good opportunity *, and by 
1 : .c ( rf an inexcufable negligence, he not only made 
thi tifyr- no attempt upon any of the towns on the coaft, 

iLKity but he even did not purfue the remains of the 

Triumvir’s fleet, and left them to retreat 


* c 


quietly, and regain Vibo, towing along fuch 
fbips as they hoped might be refitted for 
fervice. 


C *:.n :: / 

iS rr.ZKt 



Octavius’s lofs was fo great, that in fpite of 
Sextus’s indolence, it required the fpace of 
two years to recruit his force and make new 
preparations. For bad fuccefs never difpirited 
him, and he never loft fight of his defign to 
deftroy the great enemy of his family. The 
murmurs of the people of Italy, who fuffered 
famine, were a motive for him not to abandon 
his icheme, but to make all poffible difpatch 
to bring it fpeedily to a happy conclufion. 


Writers 
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Writers have obferved a great refemblance a, c 7 ^ 
of fortune between Odavius and Antony in 
this, viz. that both of them fucceeded better in 
their military enterprizes by their lieutenants, 
than themfelves. The war againft the Parthi- 
ans was an evident proof of it with regard to 
Antony ^ and as to Odavius, while he was de¬ 
feated on the coaft of Italy, both by the ene¬ 
my and a tempeft, his arms profpered in Gaul 

under Agrippa. 

This man, fprung from a low family, but 4 t n ' PP a * 
poffelfed of very great talents, and railed to an 
illuftrious rank by the favour of Odavius, to f u r es ' a trl . 
whom he had always been the mod faithful umpb. 
friend from his youth, brought back to their 
duty the rebellious Gauls, and had the glory of 
being the fecond of the Romans after Casfar, 
who paffed the Rhine. Odavius fending for 
him, named him Conful, and caufed a triumph 
to be decreed. He accepted the Confulfliip, 
but with regard to the triumph, he did not 

think it was proper for him to make a fliew of 
his vidories, while his General was in trouble 
and unfuccefsful; and being no lefs an able 
1 courtier than a great warrior, he refufed an 
honour which would have rendered Odavius’s 
mortification the more remarkable. 

The five years of the Triumvirate now ex- Amt'mu- 
pired. But thole who, under that title, had at kn of the 
ufurped the tyrannical power, were by no i [ nu *‘ tnr * 
means difpofed to lay it down, nor to reftore^;; 
liberty to their fellow-citizens. So far fromAppian, 
this, they continued, without obierving any Uio. 
formality, in the power they had ufurped, and, 
without any authority from the people, they 
decreed to them fives a fecond Triumvirate, 

Parendi led uni, feientiffimus. Veil. II. 79. 

T 4 


equal 
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a. r^7h- equal and exactly refembling the firft, both for 

A ‘ ‘ 5 the extent of power and duration. Perhaps 

thev thought themfelves fufficiently authorized 
to do this by a decree of the Senate made two 
years before, which ratified and confirmed 
whatever they had done, or Ifcould do, during 
their magiftracy. 

i have already faid that Agrippa had been 
defignea Conful by Oftavius for the following 
year. And Canidius Gallus, one of Antony’s 
friends, was appointed his colleague. 


A. R. V'y 

An:. C. 37. 


M. Agrippa. 

L. Canidius Gallus 


Sen. Ccr- The name of Agrippa’s family was Vipfanus. 
uov.II.12 gut that name was fo obfeure, that he fup- 

preis’d it alter he arrived at his high fortune. 

Octavius had fent for him to charge him 
with the care of building a new fleet, and in- 
frructing the rowers and feamen. He acquitted 

^cmfirvar himfeif of his double employment with all the 

zeal and capacity imaginable, overlooking the 
carpenters, and preficiing in the exerciles in 
which- they inftrufted twenty thoufand flaves, 
to whom Octavius had given the liberty to be¬ 
come rowers. Is or was this all 3 for as the 
coaft of Italy had no harbour that was conve¬ 
nient for him, or capable of containing a great 
number of veflels, he contrived and executed 
that great defign of joining to one another, 
and with the fca, the lakes Lucrinus and Aver- 
nus, in order to make a vaft bafon, where the 
mod numerous fleets might be received, and 
find fumcient fhelter from winds and tern- 
Lefts. 


Arnppa 

cbar-iJ 
*u:i:b the 
prepare: i- 

Sex¬ 
tus. 

Veil. II. 
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The lake of Lucrinus fituated between Mi- ^ t R c 715 ! 

fena and Puzzoli, was feparated from the fea by The port of 
an old caufeway, a mile in length, and of a Julius for- 
fufficient breadth to allow a waggon to pafs. med h the 
Agrippa repaired and raifed this caufeway, 
which, being weakened in feveral places by L ucr j„ us 
length of time, war. frequently overflowed, and Aver* 
and confequently impaflable. He cut two nus : 
openings in it to allow a paffage for fhips. and g n< j nth * 
from the bottom of the lake Lucrinus, he drew cxxvill. 
a canal to the lake Avernus, which laft appears 29. 
to be that which properly formed the port, and 
afforded a fecure retreat to veffels. In order Serv. ad 
to corrett the bad quality of the air, which Virg./En, 
palTed for infeftious and peftilential, Agrippa 111 ' 44 2 - 
cut down the great forefts which grew upon the 
borders of the lake Avernus, and covering it 
with a very thick lhade, hindered the free circu¬ 
lation of the air. By this means, that place fo 
much decried, over which, if we believe the 
poets, the birds could not fly without feeling 
the effefts of the poifonous exhalations which 
arofe from the lake, and falling down dead, 
became a healthful, and even an agreeable fta- 
tion. Agrippa, always attentive to give to his 
chief and benefactor the glory of whatever he 
undertook, caufed this new port to be called 
the Port of Julius , the name which Octavius 
had when he was adopted by Julius Csefar. It 
was there that he affembled all the new veffels 
which had been built in the different ports of 
Italy, and exercifed the twenty thoufand row¬ 
ers and failors above mentioned. 

This royal work, as a Horace calls it, has 

* --Sive receptus 


Terra Neptunus defies Aquilonibus arcet, 
Regis opus. Her, A. P. <v, 63. 


been 
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An 


long in ufe. 


• 7 1 ?- been likewife boafted of by a Virgil. I fhoulcl 

n " be very glad of exact and circumftantial hifto- 

rical defcriptions, to enable me to give a more 

juft, and full defeription of this port to my 

readers. But it does not feem to have been 

Strabo, who wrote under the 

emperor Tiberius, makes very little mention 

of it; and I do not fee that, in the hiftory of 

latter ages, it has been taken much notice of. 

The face of thefe places was entirely changed 

about two hundred years ago, in confequence 

of an earthquake, which happened in the year 

1538, and turned the lake Lucrinus into a 

mountain of alhes, furrounded entirely with a 

dirty morafs. 

¥ 

The whole year of Agrippa’s Confulfhip 
palled in making preparations of war againft 
Sextus, who, during all this time, remained 
entirely quiet, without difeovering any figns of 
life, or trying any means to difturb thofe pre¬ 
parations which they were making for his ruin. 

1 mult not omit here a pretended omen 
a wn which about this time happened to Livia, the 
tiL-hsl-hat- circumftances of which are very fingular; be- 
ptnta:oLi- p ]( j es they are warranted by authors of ap- 

07 ‘ proved credit. Pliny, Suetonius, and Dio, re¬ 
port that Livia, a little while after her marriage 
with Octavius, going to a country-houfe which 
fhe had in the territory of Veii, an eagle let fall 
upon her a white hen, which carried in her bill 
a branch of laurel with its leaves and berries. 
Livia, ftruck at this event, confulted the di¬ 
vines, and ordered, conformable to their an- 

2 An rrerrererr} porius, L’jcrincque zddita clauftra ? 

Atque nugnis i.ndoribus squor, 

[ ;iia qja ponro lerge fenar unda refufo, 

4 yr:hvCL-:’q« frc::s ircrcijiiwr arlius Avernis r Gtvr.II. 161. 

fvver 
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fwer, that the hen fiiould be taken care of, and ^’ nt R ^ 715 
the laurel planted and cultivated. Their care n ' ' 37 
fucceeded; the hen became fo fruitful, that Ihe 
filled the whole poultry-yard with her breed \ 
and the houfe from thence was called the Hen- 
houfe, The laurel too Bourifhed in fuch a man¬ 
ner, that it furnifhed branches for all the tri¬ 
umphs of the Caefars. Suetonius adds, that 
at the death of Nero, the laft Emperor of the 
race of Auguftus, all the fowls died, and the 
laurel withered. But in this laft circumftance 
he is contradicted by Pliny, who fpeaks of the 
plants of this laurel as fubfifting at the time 
when he wrote under the emperor Vefpafian. 

I fee nothing impoflible in all this, nor in* 
deed very remarkable, except it is the credu¬ 
lous fuperftition of thofe, who put an ominous 
conftruction on every thing out of the com¬ 
mon road. They judged, that this prefoge 
promifed to Livia, and the houfe of the Caefars 
to which flie was join’d, an extraordinary prof- 
perity. But there was wanting in the comple¬ 
tion of it the greateft mark of refemblance, I 
mean her fruitfulnefs. For Livia had never a 
child by Auguftus, but one who died the mo¬ 
ment it was born. 


BOOK 
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BOOK LI. 

S Extus Pompeius overcome, and Lepidus 
difpoflefled by Auguftus. The unfortu¬ 
nate expedition of Antony againft the Partis¬ 
ans. The death of Sextus. Detached fads. 
Years of Rome 716-723. 

§. I. 

OClavius demands the conjunction of Antony and 
Lepidus againft Sextus. The forces of Lepidus. 
Antony comes into Italy as an enemy to OCiavius. 
7 heir quarrel is fuppreffed by the treaty of 
Tarentum. Octavius renews the war againft 
Sextus. The luftration of his fleet. Menas 
leaves him , and returns to his old mafter. A 
ftorm. The fleet of Octavius are very much 
fhatiered. Lepidus lands in Sicily. The firm- 
nefs of Octavius. The negligence of Sextus. 
Menas returns again to OClavius. The advan¬ 
tage gain'd by Agrippa ever the fleet of Sextus. 
The politic a] circumfpeCtion of Agrippa. Octa¬ 
vius is defeated at fea by Sextus. He runs a 
very great rifk himjelf. The troops which he 
had landed in Sicily , efcape with great difficulty. 
The laft battle where Sextus is vanquifhed with¬ 
out re four ce. He abandons Sicily , and flies into 

Aft a. OCtcvius corrupts the army of Lepidus , 
and d’ficjfejfes him of the Triumvirate. A mu¬ 
tiny among the troops of Octavius. He quafhes 
it by a conduct mixed with indulgence a)id firm- 

r.tfs. A r:ft red crown given by Octavius to 

Agrippa . 
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Agrippa . Octavius remains mafter of Sicily , 
and the provinces of Africa and Numidia . The 
Epocha of the folid eftahlijhment of Octavius's 
grandeur , at the fame time of his new fyfiem 
of conduct , W moderate . 



A FTER the Confulftnp of Agrippa was 
expired, thofe next appointed, were Coc- 
ceius Nerva, mediator of the treaty of Brun- 
dufium, and Gellius Poplicola, thought to 
be the brother of Meffalla, who had former¬ 
ly been in the party of Brutus and Caffius, had 
twice confpired againft his generals, and owed 
his life to their clemency, and to the intreaties 
of his mother and brother. 


L. Gellius Poplicola. 

M. Cocceius Nerva. 


A. R. 716. 
Ant. C. }6, 


This Confulfhip is very remarkable in hiftory, 
for the aggrandizement of O&avius, and the 
debafing of Antony. Octavius having at lad; 
overcome Sextus Pompeius, and afterwards 
forced Lepidus to abdicate the Triumvirfhip, 
became foie mailer of all the weftern parts of 
the Empire. Antony plunged again into his 
foolifli amours with Cleopatra, undertook in- 
confiderately, and conducted with precipita¬ 
tion, an expedition againft the Parthians, the 
bad fuccefs of which covered him with igno¬ 
miny. I fhall begin with the firft of. theie, 
which is immediately connected with the tacts 
above related. 

Octavius having fucceeded ill in his attack 
upon Sextus, and preparing to return to the 
charge, was very glad, in order to procure af- 
fiftance, to make his quarrel againft the laft 

2 branch 
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A. R 716. 
An.:. C. 36. 
O Slav: us 
demands the 
conjunction 
if Antony 

and Lip:- 

dui aga-rj: 

S ' XfUj . 

-Appier. 

Civil.!. v. 

Dio. !. id . 

Tc‘ forces 
§f Leputw. 
Vei n 3o. 
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branch of the houfe of the great Pompey, to 
be looked upon as interefting the whole party 
of Gefar. He difpatched then Maecenas to 
Antony to demand his conjunction and afiif- 
tance, and he likewife fummoned Lepidus to 
come with him, and finifh the ruin of the op- 
pofite faction. He, whatever was his defign, 

and doubdcfs more to take the advantage of 
the fpoils of Sextus, than to fupport his col¬ 
league, aJTcmbled great forces both by fea and 
land, viz. twelve legions, five thoufand Fiumi- 
dian horle, a thoufand tranfports and feventy 
veffeJs of war. We fee by this, that his power 
was very con fiderable. Two great provinces, 
Africa properly fo called, and Numidia obey¬ 
ed him; and to render himfelf mafter of them, 
would omy have coft him the trouble of pre- 
fent-ng himfelf. 

For by looking a little backward, the reader 
will eafily cal! to mind, that Cornificius, at the 
time of the battle of Philippi, held Africa for 
the Senate and for the Republican party. Sex¬ 
tus, who pofiefied Numidia as lieutenant to Oc¬ 
tavius, made war againft Cornificius ; and af¬ 
ter various i’uccefs, at laft vanquifhed and killed 
him. Thus feeing his authority eftablifhed in the 
rwo provinces, perhaps had opened his heart to 
ambitious projects. However that be, he found 
a new adverfary in Fuficius FaDgo, a-foldier of 
fortune, railed by C^far to the rank of Sena¬ 
tor, and fent by Octavius to take poffeffion in 
his name, of the governments of Africa, and 
of Numicia. Sextus oppofed the name of An¬ 
tony to that of Octavius; the war was renew¬ 
ed, and Fango, having been vanquifhed, killed 
himfelf, leaving Sextus once more governor of 
the two provinces. In this flotation of affairs, 

Lepidus 
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Lepidus arrived, to whom the diftrict of Africa R - 

, f 1 . , , . T Ant. c. 36. 

had been given by his colleagues. It was pro¬ 
per then for Sextus to yield, and the Trium¬ 
vir reaped the fruit of that brave captain’s 
vi&ories. He remained then retired, as it 
were, in his province, taking little fhare in the 
motions which difturbed the reft of the Em¬ 


pire, till, to his great misfortune, he refolved 
to pafs into Sicily. 

Antony was at Athens, when he received Arit ^ 
the deputation from Oftavius, and prepared to c ° mt , s intQ 

r \ r-' n n 1 r • n 1 /-'*'V Oi an 

return to the Laft to pufh the war againft l0 

Parthians. He thought proper however, in 
the firft place, to make a voyage to Italy, and Ant. 
he went there with a fleet of three hundred ^ ian * 
veflfels. But the authority of Plutarch and the u ‘ ' 
fequel of the hiftory, give us grounds to be¬ 
lieve, that he came rather as an enemy to Oc¬ 
tavius, than to give him any affiftance. Sufpi- 
cions, reports, and jealoufies, had foured anew 
the fpirits of thefe two rivals, who were always 
on their guard againft each other. Antony Thirquar- 
having landed at Tarentum, becaufe the peo - rel ij f»t‘ 
pie of Brundufium would not receive him, Oo 
tavia, who accompanied him, obtained his leave <f artn . 
to go and find her brother, that Ihe might bring turn. 
about a reconciliation between them. 


She made ufe of the moft affefting intrea- 
ties to Oftavius; and in the prefence of Agrippa 
and Maecenas, who were the moft intimate coun- 


fellors to the young Triumvir, fhe conjured 
hfm not to fuffer that from the moft happy of 
all women fhe ftiould become the moft unfor¬ 


tunate. “ Indeed, fays fhe, all mankind have 
their eyes fixed upon me, and congratulate 
“ me for partaking of the grandeur and glory 
“ of two powerful generals, the fpotrfe of one, 

2 u and 
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a. r. 716. « and the filter of the other. But if the worft 
^* c ‘ s6 ' “ refolution is taken, if you muft go to war 

c * together, it is uncertain which of you will 
“ be vanquifher, or vanquifhed. As for me, 

“ my lot in either cafe is decided, and I muft 
be unhappy.” 

So tender a fpeech was very capable of 
making an impreffion upon Octavius, who 
loved his filter. However, I believe, that 
the motive which inclined both him and An¬ 
tony effectually to peace, was doubtlefs that 
which Dio relates. They had not yet fuflicient 
leilurc for war, and their prefent intereft re¬ 
quired that they Ihould mutually affift each 
other in carrying on thofe deligns in which they 
were enured. Octavius flood in need of vei- 

ZD 

fels for the war againft Sextus, and Antony 
wanted a reinforcement of foidiers for the war 
which he was going to make againft the Par- 
thians. Hence rofe the pacific difpofitions of 
the two Triumviri; and after they had taken a 
reiolution to be reconciled, they executed it with 
the beft grace in the world. 

Octavius propofed to Antony a conference 
between Metapontum and Tarentum. Being 
always more diffident, his plan was to leave 
between him and his colleague a fmall river, 
which would afford him means of fecurity, 
but would hive enibarraffed and prolonged 
the negotiation. Antony, who was of a free 
and unlulpicious character, when he came near 
the place, leeing Octavius approach, alighted 
from his chariot, and jumped into a little boat 
to pafs over the river. Ocavius being (truck 
with this free behaviour, did the fame. They 
met in the river, and theie was a ftruggle be¬ 
twixt them on which fide they (hould land. At 

laft 
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laft Octavius carried it, on account of viliting^- R * 7^* 
his filter who was at Tarentum. He lodged nt ' ’ 3 * 
there under the fame roof with Antony, with¬ 
out guards, and putting himfelf entirely in his 
.power. Antony, next day, did the fame to 
OCtavius. Thus a thefe two men paffed im¬ 
mediately from one extreme to another in their 
reciprocal conduct fometimes fufpicious, and 
even diftruftful, on account of their ambition, 
and fometimes teftifying an exceflive confi¬ 
dence in each other, as the particular fituatioa 
of their affairs demanded. 


They agreed very eafily between themfelves 
and againft Sextus. They determined that he 
Ihould be deprived of the Confulfhip promifed 
him by the treaty of Mifenum, and in order 
to make war againft him, Antony lent OCta- 
vius one hundred and twenty veffels, in lieu of 
which OCtavius furnifhed Antony with twenty 
thoufand legionary foldiers. Octavia, by whofe 
interpofition the negotiation had been begun, 
wanted, after it was concluded, to confirm it 
effectually, by a further mutual liberality, 
which (he obtained of each of the Triumviri, 


in favour of his colleague. According to her 
defire, there were added by her hufband ten 
light fhips of war, and by her brother a thou¬ 
fand chofen men, who were to ferve as a guard to 
Antony. In fhort, they entered upon the fcheme 
of a double marriage 5 the one of Antyllus, 
the eldeft fon of Antony, with Julia* the daugh¬ 
ter of OCtavius, who was not three years old * 
and the other of Antonia, the daughter of An¬ 
tony and Oftavia, who was alfo quite a child, 
with the fon of Domitius Ahenobarbus. This 


*"Ov1uj; at? To Jr ijv vpo; t* ra; vVuota? 

(pihtzpy'iav, *»' ■dffmn. 

Vol! XV. u 
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290 Gellius and Cocceius, Coftfuls. 

£ t Vl6 laft marriage took place, and began the alliance 
’ J ’ between the family of Domitius and Csefar. 
But that of Antyllus proved abortive, as we 
fhall fee afterwards. 


Thefe different articles having been agreed 
to, they took leave of each other. Antony re- 
turned to the Eaft, leaving Oftavia in Italy, 
under pretence of not expofing her to the fa¬ 
tigues and dangers of the war againft the Par¬ 
thian s, but in fait, becaufe he began to be 
weary of lb virtuous a woman, and his heart 
ftill wander’d after Cleopatra. Oftavius being 
recruited with new maritime forces, apply’d 
himfelf entirely to the war againft Sextus. 
Ofavius His hopes were raifed very high. Befides that 
rer.r.n the his fleets were very numerous, he had great 


w a ; confidence in the veflfels of a new conftru&ion, 
The' w hich by their force, ftrength, and a kind of 
iufir at ion towers which were built upon them, feemed 
tf tbi fiict. to give him full affurance of viftory. He 


made a very pompous luftration of the fleet, 
of which ceremony Appian here gives a de- 
feription. They raifed altars precifely upon 
the borders of the fea, oppofite to which were 
drawn up the veflels well manned with the fol- 
diers and failors, who all obferved a profound 


filence. The priefts, after having flain the vic¬ 


tims, took the intrails, and going on board lit¬ 
tle fkiffs, they made three tours round the 


fleet, accompanied with the principal com¬ 
manders, who prayed the gods to let fall up¬ 
on thefe viftims all the mistortunes which the 


fleet might be threatened with. Afterwards, 
the priefts threw a part of the intrails into the 

fea, and the other part they burnt upon the 
altars. 


While 
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While Oftavius was ftill making prepara- ^ R * c 7^. 
tions for his expedition, Menas left him to re- M^as 
turn to his old mafter. He was doubtlefs a lews him, 
brave and able officer, but his ficklenefs, and ani ^ r7ii 
oddnefs of charafter made the lofs of him 
fcarcely to be regretted. A more troublefome 
incident toon followed to render abortive a 
plan otherwile very wifely concerted. 

Sicily feemed to be threatened with being A ftorm. 
oppreffed by three armies, which were preparing 
to pour in upon her from three different quar- is *™ us 
ters all at once, one from Africa, another from much Jhat - 
Tarentum, and the third from the coaflof Cam- tired. Le- 
pariia. Lepidus had affembled in Africa the P" 1 ** 
forces I have before mentioned ; Statilius Tau - 171 tct ^' 
rus approached the port of Tarentum, with 
the veffels lent to Oftavius by Antony ; and 
Octavius himfelf was at the head of his fleet 
in the port of Julius. On the firft of July, a 
day which he chofe as fortunate on account of 
his adoptive father’s name, which this month 
was called by, thefe three armies let out by 
agreement, out a tempeft like that which had 
ruined the firft enterprize, returned to difturb 
this new well laid fcheme, and rendered ufe- 
lefs, at leaft for a time, thefe formidable pre¬ 
parations. Lepidus alone, though he was 
fluttered with the ftorm, neverthelefs landed 
in Sicily, on the coaft of Lilybseum. Taurus 
was obliged to carry his fleet back to Taren¬ 
tum ; and that of Octavius, which had no com¬ 
modious retreat, was extremely haraffed, not 
only by the tempeft, but by the perfidious 
Menas, who carried away and burnt feveral of 
the veffels which had been feparated by the 
ftorm. 

U 2 


After 
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a.r. 716. After fuch a difafter, a great many coun- 
Pol'fim-' felled Octavius to put off the expedition till 
ne/s cf Oc- next year. But his courage, which was ren- 
ta-ziuj. derea more fierce by obftacles, tranfported him 
Sue:. Aag. t0 f a y ? that WO uld vanquilh, even in fpite 

of Neptune. The murmurs of the people, 
who fuffered at this time by famine, fpurred 
him on. Thus, having fent Maecenas to Rome, 
to keep the people in awe with his prefence, 
and to prevent infurre&ions, he made them 
work with fuch diligence in refitting the flut¬ 
tered veffels, and repairing the lofs which he 
had fuffered, that at the end of thirty days he 
found himfelf in a condition to renew the 
war. 


71' negii- 

genu cf 
SfXiltJ. 


Menas re¬ 
turns again 

to 03 a - 
viut 


Sextus, according to his ordinary cuftom, fo 
remarkably favoured by the winds and tem- 
pefts, contented himfelf with triumphing in 
the advantages which his good fortune had 
procured him, inftead of making a proper ufe 
of them ^ and believing himfelf more autho¬ 
rized than ever, to call himfelf the fon of Nep¬ 
tune, he even went fo far as to wear his co¬ 
lours, and changed the purple, which the Ro¬ 
man generals ufed, for a lea-green. He of¬ 
fered to that god folemn facrifices, and to ho¬ 
nour him, threw horfes, and fome fay living 
men, into the fea. 

Thus, while he gave himfelf up to joy, 
imagining himfelf out of all danger for that 
year, he was greatly furprifed to hear that the 
indefatigable enemy meditated another invafion 
direftly. In order that he might be the more 
certain of the truth of this intelligence, he de¬ 
tached Menas to obferve what paffed on the 
coaft of Italy. He who was never pleafed 
with thole whom he ferved, and never thought 

3 that 
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that they treated him according to his merit, A * R - 7 ,6 > 
added a third treachery to the preceding, and ' J * 
went over again to Oftavius. The Triumvir 
granted him his life, but was too wife to give 
any employment to a man whofe perfidy ren¬ 
dered him unworthy of the leaft confidence. 

Every thing being ready to invade Sicily 
anew, O&avius made Taurus’s fleet, and his 
own, commanded by Agrippa, fail at the fame 
time towards it. I (hall not enter upon a de¬ 
tail of the operations of this war, of which we 
have very long, but indiftinft accounts j I fhall Appian. 
only mention the fubftance of the fafts, which Dl °* 
Ihews, that tho’ O&avius gave proofs of .his 
activity and courage, by expofing himfelf every 

where, and to the greateft dangers, yet the 

victory was chiefly owing to the good conduct 
of Agrippa. 

This great captain, who had fuccefs both by The advan* 
fea and land, began to give a turn to Octavius’s t*ge gain'd 

affairs, by the advantage he gained in a fea-fight hy 
near Myle, now called Milazzo. Sextus’s men ^^^ 
had the fuperiority in their experience in work- J tuu 
ing the (hips, and the agility of their motions. 

But the veflels of Agrippa, which were ftronger 
built, higher in the fide, and filled with excel¬ 
lent troops, got the better at laft, after a very 
long refiftance, of all the (kill of the enemy, 
who could only deftroy five of Octavius’s (hips, 
and returned with the lofs of thirty of their 
own. 

Perhaps Agrippa would have rendered this The politic 
victory decifive, if he had purfued the van- cal dr cum- 
quilhed. But he was cautious, either for fear 
of fhoals fo very dangerous to veffels, efpe- * 

dally in the night-time \ or elfe it was owing 
to a political reafon. For it was one of his 

U 3 maxims 
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a. R. 7 J °- maxims, that fubalterns ought to take care not 
As.. . .> • co p ro voke, by too great fuccefs, the jealoufy 

of their mailers •, who doubtlefs, do not chufe 
that they fhould do any thing to difgrace 
them, but at the fame time take umbrage at 
the too great fplendour of their profperity. 
So that if, on the one hand, they ought to be 
careful to prevent bad fuccefs, on the other, 
they ought to referve the honour of great vic¬ 
tories for the Chief whom they ferve under. 

Before the fight of Myle, Sextus, who fore- 
s'fccu^ ot f aw ; r? J^ ] e f- Medina, his place of arms, with 
j-a U ax. f evenL y veffcls, to go and aflift his lieutenants, 

whereby the paffage of the Streights was left 
open and unguarded. Octavius laid hold on 
this opportunity to enter into Sicily ; and fetting 
out immediately at the head of Antony’s fleet, 
which waited only for the fignal, he landed with 
* Ta?> three legions near * Tauromenium. Sextus’s 
TniTi2t fleet had been beat, but not deftroy’d, at Myle, 

and he made all the hade he could to bring it 
back to Medina. Thus at the firft news of the 
defeent of Octavius, he found himfelf in a con¬ 
dition to march to him. He then put his vef- 
fels to lea, landed his legions, and difpofing 
himfelf to attack the enemy both by fea and 
land at the fame time, he threw him into a very 
great diforder. 

Octavius refolved to leave his land forces 
under the command of L. Cornificius, to whom 


- Ta re¬ 
in inn. 


he gave orders to fortify a camp * and as for 
himleif going on board the fleet again, he of¬ 
fered battle to that of Sextus, which he thought 
to have cheap, becaufe it had been defeated. 
His plan doubtlefs was, after he had difperfed 
f Capo the enemy’s fleet, to go to f Leucopetra, in 

adl 1 armf. order to take up the legions which waite4 

there 3 
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there, commanded by Meffala, and to carry * ,R ; 7 l6 - 
them to Sicily to join thofe of Cornificius. n ’ ' 3 ' 
But his hopes in that affair were greatly difap- 
pointed. Sextus had found at Medina, both 
foldiers and failors, ready to replace thofe 
whom he had loft. His fleet, thus recruited, 
gained a complete viftory. The veffels of 
Odtavius were either taken, burnt, or funk, 
except a very fmall number, which not being 
purfued by Sextus, fled into Italy. Oftavius He ms a 
himfelf run a very great rifk, and it was with vef y Z reat 
the greateft difficulty that he faved himfelf in ^ bim ~ 
a boat with a Angle domeftic, without any' *'* 
either of his friends or guards, extremely 

troubled, and ill at the fame time. However 
he arrived at laft at Meffala’s camp; where his 
firft care was to difpatch to Cornificius a light 
veffel, to inform him that his general was fafe, 
and preparing to fend him fuccours. Accor¬ 
dingly he wrote to Agrippa, to affift Corni¬ 
ficius with a fpeedy reinforcement. Agrippa, 
taking the advantage of the diftance of Sextus’s 
forces, had taken poffeffion of the city of Tin- 
darium, from whence he fent Laronius at the 
head of three legions, to make all poflible dif¬ 
patch to deliver Cornificius from fo preffing a 

danger. 

In ffiort, Cornificius wanted provifions, and The troops 
confequently all the bravery of his troops, and 
the advantage of a well fortified camp, were *Zsidfy 
thereby rendered abfolutely ufelefs. He was t f ca pewitb 
obliged to decamp in fight of the enemy, wAgrtatdif- 
march his army over a corner of Sicily, viz. f cu b- 
from Tauromenium, on the Ionian fea, as far 
as Myle, on the fea of Tufcany. It may eafily 
be conceived what difficulties he muft meet 
with y conftantly followed and harafs’d by Sex- 

U 4 tus, 
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• tus, and having under his care, riot only the 

* baggage but alfo a number of unarmed foldiers, 

tiie unfortunate remains of the Iaft naval en¬ 
gagement, who, naked and deftitute of every 
thing, had found a fate refuge in his camp. 

This army in their rout met with a very 
fingular obftacle, peculiar to the country thro* 
which they march’d. This was a kind of earth 
fcorched with the ftreams of fire which had 
run down from mount ^Etna, and extend¬ 
ed to the fea. This burnt earth, when it was 
fhaken, by the motion of thofe who marched 
ever it, raifed a fuffbeating dud ; nay, it even 
burnt the foals of their feet, and kindled an 
intoilerable third in their veins. The foldiers 
were fatigued, overcome, and difeouraged. 
Their chief revived them by his exhortations, 
and the example of firmnefs which he fliewed 
them : fo that in fpite of being extremely ex- 
haufted, and of the enemy who lined the de¬ 
file where this burning plain terminated, they 
(till pufhed on, without allowing themfelves 
to be broke. At lafl after four days march, 
rhe moft fatiguing that can be imagined, 
they diicovered Laronius, whofe arrival put 
an end to all their troubles. For Sextus taking 
the detachment, which he faw coming up, for 
Agrippa’s whole army, thought proper to 
retire. 

Thus delivered from the fear of the enemy, 
the foldiers of Cornificius met with a new dan¬ 
ger, in what ought to have given them the 
greateft relief. As they had greatly fufFered 
from third, they no fooner perceived a foun¬ 
tain than they ran to drink greedily-, contrary 
to the repeated advice of their officers-, who 
j*ecommtnded it ftrongly to them net to drink 
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too rnueh. But a great many of them died, 
gorged with the quantity of water which they 
fwallowed down too haftily. 

As to the reft, thefe legions might be look¬ 
ed upon as victorious, not only over the efforts 
of Sextus, but whatever is fuperior to human 
ftrength, to hunger, thirft, and burning heat. 

OCtavius loaded them with praifes and rewards, 
as foon as he came to join Agrippa at Tyn- 
darium •, and Cornificius, their commander, 
was fo proud of having faved them, that he 
perpetuated rejoicings for it during his whole 
life, making ufe of an Elephant in returning 
home, every time that he fupped in the city. 

The taking of Tyndarium by Agrippa was Tht laft 
an important eonqueft for Octavius, to whom battU, 
it fecured an- entrance into Sicily. This port ;j 
being open to him, he landed in that ifland a •,vanquijbtd 
great number of troops, and augmented his -without 
land army, by adding to it one and twenty r , fount . 
legions, twenty thoufand horfe, and five 
thoufand light-armed troops. Then Lepidus, 
who had till that time kept near Lilybsum, 
advanced into the country ■, and the two Tri¬ 
umviri united their forces before the walls of 

Medina. ' 

There a divifion very foon arofe between 
them. Lepidus pretending to an equality 
with OCtavius, and the other full of contempt 
for a colleague of fo little merit, wanted to re¬ 
duce him to the condition of his lieutenant. 

The indignation which Lepidus conceived at 
fuch injurious treatment, made him incline co¬ 
wards Sextus, and enter into a negotiation with 
him. OCtavius either fufpeCled this, or elfe 
was informed of it; and this motive deter¬ 
mined him to finilh the war before their treaty 

ihould 
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A R r 7 -fi' h c concluded. If it had not been for this, 
Aat * ’ 3 his intereft would have led him to have avoid¬ 
ed an adtion. For he faw himfelf in a con¬ 
dition to overcome without fighting, confider- 
ing the great fuperiority of his forces, and the 
eafe by which he would deprive his enemy of 
provisions, being matter of the country. Sex¬ 
tus on his part, whofe affairs were declining, 
and who feared, in confequence of that, the 
defertion both of his officers and troops, was 
anxious to decide the quarrel by a battle. But 
it was much more convenient for him to fight 

by lea, than by land. In the firft cafe, he 
had fome hopes of overcoming, whereas his 
legions could not poffibly ftand it againft Oc¬ 
tavius. He therefore propofed a naval engage* 
ment to Odtavius, who was afliamed to refufe 
the challenge. The day was fet, and the two 
fleets of three hundred veffels each, command¬ 
ed by the lieutenants of the two generals, 
Agrippa on the one fide, and on the other 
Demochares and Apollophanes, a freedman of 
Sextus, ranged themielves in good order be¬ 
tween Myle and Naujochus; while the legions, 
headed by the generals themfelves, were 
draw’n up upon the coaft, as fpedtators of the 
combat. 

The action was very brifk, and the vidtory 
a long while doubtful. At laft the fleet of 
Octavius had the better, which was in a great 
Kom.H.ft. meafure owing to the grapples, which we 
^ • IV. fpoke of on occafion of the firft naval vidtory 

of the Romans. Agrippa had perfedted this 
machine, by means of a great cable fatten’d at 
one end to a piece of wood, from which the 
grapple depended, and at the other to the 
windlefs or capftan, which began to play as 
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foon as the enemy’s veffel was hooked, and 
pulled it with very great violence, fo that it n “ ' 3 * 
was very eafy to board her, and then the 
valour of the foldiers wholly decided the fuc- 
cefs, which by that means was determined in 
favour of O&avius. 

After a certain number of Sextus’s veflels 
had been thus boarded, fear and diforder 
fpread through all the reft of the fleet, and 
gave it up as a prey to the enemy. Twenty- 
eight veflels were funk to the bottom, and the 
reft either burnt, fhatter’d againft the coaft, 
or taken by the conquerors. Of three hundred 
of them, there were only feventeen faved, 
which gained the Streights of Medina; and 
this great victory coft O&avius no more than 
the lofs of three veflels. 

This victory was decifive. Sextus, being aban- 
entirely deprived of that part of his forces, in ^ n5 Slct by 
which he always placed his chief confidence, 
thought of nothing but flying ; and embark¬ 
ing at Naulochus, he rowed to Mefiina. His 
land army, left to the care of a lieutenant, fol¬ 
low’d their fortunes and fubmitted to OCtavius. 

Sextus had ftill eight legions on the coaft of 
Lilybseum, under the command ofPlennius# 

Thefe he order’d to come to him, not with a 
defign to fupport the war, but that they might 
accompany him in his flight. 

For before the battle his plan was all con¬ 
certed, and he had put up in bales all that 
was valuable belonging to him, in order to re¬ 
tire to the provinces of the Eaft, where he 
hoped to find protection from Antony. He 
had formerly given fhelter to Julia, the mother 
of that Triumvir, and he promifed himfelf an 
acknowledgment in return. Indeed Antony 
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A^t R c 7 -6 alwa Y s & ewn himfelf very gentle, and 
* complying with regard to Sextus, and the 

jealoufy which hemuft have at the aggrandize¬ 
ment of Odavius, was a motive of hope for 
Sextus, efpecially if he could arrive in the Eaft 
in a condition which render’d him above con¬ 
tempt, and might even be looked upon as an 
ufeful ally. But he had not time to wait for 
the legions of Plennius, being frightened at the 
almoft total revolt of his officers and troops 
over all Sicily, and feeing himfelf too brilkly 
purfued by Agrippa, who had already enter’d 
the Streights, he left Meffina with the feveft* 
teen veffels, which were faved from the en¬ 
gagement, taking with him his daughter, his 
triends which remained, and his principal 
riches. We fhall fee afterwards what became 
of him, and how his reftlefs and ungovernable 
ambition at laft occafion’d his death. 


OZaui-ui 
corrupt t' e 
iz r m, s' l .* 
ficus, ar.d 
di tyffu 

cirr. s' tii 
* 



Odavius having driven Sextus out of Sicily, 
was neverthelefs not entirely matter of it. 
Delivered trom one enemy, he found a new one 
in the perfon of his colleague. It is true that 
Lepidus had contributed to the vidory, by 
keeping a part of Sextus’s forces employed, 
and confequently he had a good right to pre¬ 
tend to fliare the fruits of it. But neither of 


them could agree about the manner of fliaring 
them. Each was willing to have the whole, 
and between iuch aflbdates* equal both for 
avarice and injuftice, force was the only way 
of deciding it. 

Lepidus difcovered ail at once his intentions, 
by his condud at the fiege of Meffina, which 
immediately followed the vidory of Odavius. 
For Plennius^ who arrived too late to depart 
with Sextus, having {hut himfelf up in that 
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place, was Immediately befieged both by fea A * R - 7*6* 
and land. Lepidus on one fide, and Agrippa Ant ‘ C * 
on the other, deprived him of all refource; io 


that he was obliged to capitulate. Agrippa 
was defirous of waiting for the arrival of Ofta- 
vius, who remained at Naulochus *, but Le¬ 


pidus, of his own authority, treated with Plen- 
nius, received into his fervice the legions he 
commanded, and having joined them to his 
own, he gave up Meflina to be plunder'd by 
both. 


Oftavius came up next morning, fully re- 
folved to make good his right, as being the 
only true conqueror. Lepidus, who, by the 
increafe of his forces in Sicily, had now about 
twenty two legions, thought himfelf in a con¬ 
dition to make head againft Oftavius, and 
fortified for himfelf a camp on a rifing ground, 
at a little diftance from Meffina. There they 
expoftulated reciprocally with each other, 
which only ferved to four their fpirits, and 
demonflrate the impoffibility of an agreement. 
Lepidus infilled that Sicily ought to belong to 
him, becaufe he had entered it firft, and the 
greateft number of the towns had been reduced 
by his arms. He obferved befides, which was 
very true, that even Sicily added to his (hare, 
Would not make it equal to either of his col¬ 
leagues. Thefe reafons, as you may eaftly be¬ 
lieve, had no effeft upon Oftavius, who did 
not pretend that he had vanquilhed for Lepi¬ 
dus, and only regarding him as an auxiliary, 
abfolutely refuted to allow him any fhare in 
the conqueft. Their divifion then became 
without difguife; the two chiefs prepared to aft 
againft each other, and a frefh civil war was 
expefted to break our. 

But 




Gellius and Cocceius, Confuls. 

But the inequality was too great between 
' the merit and talents of the two Triumviri, 
for the balance to remain a moment uncertain. 
Lepidus was defpifed, even by thofe who 
marched under his colours. His want of ca¬ 
pacity, and narrownefs of genius, appear’d ftill 
more confpicuous, when compared with the 
ambition, firmnefs, and courage of his rival. 
Thus they did not come to blows, Oftaviu^ 
difdaining to employ force againft fuch an ad- 
verfary. Cunning and artifice, which he fo 
well knew how to manage, ruined his adver- 
fary’s power all at once. 

He was perfeftly acquainted with the dif- 
pofition of Lepidus’s army, with regard to 
their general, and particularly that the legions 
of Sextus, which made a confiderable part of 
this army, were not fatisfied with their fitua- 
tion, while they had no fecurity for what had 
been granted by the capitulation ofMeffina, 
except the word of the weakeft of the two Tri¬ 
umviri, without being affured of the confent 
of the other. Having then founded their 
officers by means of emifiaries, and found 
them in the fame fentiments as he wifhed, he 
took with him a large body of cavalry, ad¬ 
vanced towards the camp of Lepidus, and 
having left without it the greateft part of his 
efcort, he entered, accompanied with a fmall 
number of horfe, as if he had only pacific in¬ 
tentions, and no other view than that of 
negotiating an agreement. In traverfing the 
camp, he took all thofe he met to witnefs of 
his good difpofitions of peace, and the necef- 
fity he was reduced to in fpite of himfelf to 
make war. This ftratagem of his fucceeded at 
once. A great many of them faluted him as 

3 their 
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their general, and efpecially the foldiers who R - 7'*- 
had ferved under Sextus, ran to him to afk Dt ' C ‘ 3 ’ 


him pardon * but he anfwered, they had yet 
done nothing to deferve it. This language 
they underftood very well, and immediately 
manifefted their inclination to go over to him, 
by bringing away their colours, and linking 
their tents to follow him. 


Lepidus being informed of this motion, 
came immediately to check it, and, finding his 
enemy ill attended, made his foldiers draw 
upon him. Odravius’s fliield-bearer was killed 
by his fide, and he himfelf being wounded 
with an arrow, which his breaft-plate rebuffed 
and hinder’d to penetrate, he * retired as quick 
as he could to the cavalry, which he had left 
at the entry of the camp. Some of Lepidus’s 
foldiers, who occupied a fmall fort, made a 
jeft of his flight, which he immediately re¬ 
venged by making his men attack > it, who 
never left it till they had carried it by force. 
This example intimidated the commanders of 
the other forts which flanked the camp of 
Lepidus, or at lead ferved them for a pre¬ 
tence, and all of them at that time, or du¬ 
ring the night, furrender’d to Odtavius, fome 
of them at a fimple fummons, and others 
after having differed a flight attack for form 
fake. 


* Velleius fd)». that Ocla- in the character of 0£la<vius % 
'vius carried of with him the than that conduit which Ap- 
fianiard of a legion , and made pian at trihut a to him. 1 [hall 
the whole army of Lepidus fol- therefore confine mjfelf to this 
low him . This infiav.ee of laft author, who ft account is 
aaringntfs afptar s to me left htfides more circumjlantiaL 


knowing 
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Next day Octavius went out of the lines of 
battle with his whole army, without doubt 
knowing very well what would happen; for 
at his approach, the defertion became general 
among the troops of Lepidus. At firft the old 
ioldiers of Sextus, and afterwards all the reft 
filed off, and came to range themfelves under 
the colours of the young Triumvir. They 
were all fo determined in their refolution, 
that Lepidus offering to lay hold of the colours 
to flop the defertion, and declaring that he 
would never part with them as long as he 
lived, a foldier was infolent enough to anfwer 
him, Very well, ycu will part with them then 
when you die *, and was going to ftab him, if 
the unfortunate general had not quitted his 
hold. 


The cavalry, which remained laft with Le¬ 
pidus, as if they wanted to excufe their delay 
by a greater piece of treachery, fent to afk 
Octavius, if they fhould bring him his 
enemy dead or aiive. Lepidus was not a rival 

formidable enough for Octavius to defire his 

death. He ordered them to fpare him; and 
fbon after Lepidus, haying laid afide all the 
ornaments which were no longer agreeable to 
his fortune, prefented himfelf before him 
humble and fuppliant, and alking him to fpare 
him. Octavius granted him his life, and 
having defpoil'd him of the triumvirftiip, he 
banifhed him to Cerceii in Italy r where he al¬ 
lowed him to pafs the remainder of his days in 
a private and obfcure condition. Only he re- 
fpefted the law which rendered the high-prieft- 
fhip perpetual, and he fuffered him to enjoy 
that facred dignity as long as he lived. 


This 
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This laft condition agreed better with Le-^^7 1 ® 
pidus, than that 1 grandeur to which the n ' ‘ 3 
fortuitous concourfe of circumftances had raid¬ 
ed him, without having any of the qualities 
neceffary to fupport the weight of it. In that 
ftation he had only been the jeft of his col¬ 
leagues ; and when he was deprived of it, if 
he did not lofe his life at the fame time, the 
contempt of his weaknefs was alone his 
fecurity. 

Oftavius having now no more enemy not com¬ 
petitor in Sicily, ruled every thing according 
to his own mind. He (till followed his own 
tttaxim here, to cut off the heads of the van- 
quifhed party, and only to grant pardon to the 
multitude. The Senators and Roman knights 
who had fought for Sextus, were all put to 
death, excepting a very few. The troops he 
took Into his fervice, and as to the towns and 
people.of the ifland, they were punilhed, of 
rewarded, according as they had deferved 
well, or ill, of him. He gave himfelf no 
trouble in purfuing Sextus, from whom he had 
nothing to fear, and who befides was got out 
of his reach, having retired into the territories 
which were under the obedience of Antony. 

Nay, perhaps Oftavius, who was a profound 
politician, was not difpleafed that his colleague 
fhould grant a retreat and proteftion to the 
antient enemy of all Csefer’s party, which 
might prefently furnifh a pretence ror a rup¬ 
ture with him. For it is not to be doubted, 
but from the moment he faw himfelf left alone 


m Viromnium va'rtiffimus, nis.—Ad diffiitiHKmffm vitx 
rec ulla virtote tarn fongam foa fortunam pofvfentfat Lc* 
forcuiKE indulgentiara meri- pidu». VtlL U. 

Vol, XV. X with 
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An' R ’c 7 -6* Anton Y> ^ the generals who had 
‘ ' fliared the forces and provinces of the Re- 
publick, after the death of Casfar, he prepared 
to deftroy that only rival, whofe ruin mult 
render him matter of the whole empire. 

A matin t But thefe views were ftill at a confiderable 

■ 

among t* Pittance. A prefent misfortune, and which 

t Q5zJ'L even **P run S f rom the greatnefs of his power, 

put him into great diforder, and engaged his 

whole attention. Having augmented his forces 
with thofe of Sextus and Lepidus, he faw un¬ 
der his command, formidable armies both of fea 


and land forces; forty five legions, twenty-five 
thoufand horfe, different corps of light troops, 
to the number of thirty-feven thoufand, to¬ 
gether with three hundred veffels of war. 
This frightful number of foldiers was affembled 
in a fmall compafs, and he could fee at one 
glimpfe of his eye his whole force. A dange¬ 
rous fituation for a chief, of whom the foldiers 


difdained to receive his orders, when he was 
ready to give them out. A fierce army fo 
very numerous becomes impoflible to be dif- 
ciplined, and will not ftoop to defire by en¬ 
treaties, what they can obtain by terror. This 
was preciiely the fituation of Odtavius. The 
troops which had render’d him fo great fer- 
vices mutinied, demanded their difcharge, and 
the fame rewards as thofe conferred on his 


viftorious foldiers at Philippi. The infolence 

of die mutineers was fo much the greater, as 

they forefaw the war againft Antony inevitable. 

He paths an d w ere fenfible of the need their general 
r.t.ac.n- would have of them. 


cluft mixed 
L'ltc in¬ 
dulgence 
and frm- 

r s" 


It was neither poffible to fatisfy them, nor to 
fubdue them by authority. O&avius try’d to 
make them change their minds, either by re¬ 
ferring 
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ferring them to Antony, whofe confent he ^ t R, c U g < 
aJledged was neceffary in an affair of that im- nt * * 3 - 
portance, and which interefted in common the 
foldiers of both Triumviri •, or by exciting the 
feditious to acquire a rich fpoil, and a glory 
pure and free from all {lain, by a war againft 
foreigners, the Illyrians and Dalmatians, who, 
taking advantages of the divifions among the 
Romans, made inroads upon the empire; or 
in fine, by propofing to them rewards of 
honour, crowns of different kinds, and to the 
Tribunes and Centurions the right of wearing 
the Pretexts, and the rank of Senators in the 
towns where they were born. But all thefe fine 
fpeeches had no effedt; the foldiers never loft 
fight of the objedl of their wifhes; and a Tri- 
bune, named Ofilius, had the boldnefs to raife 
his voice, and to fay, that crowns and pre¬ 
texts were fit to amufe children, but for 
foldiers there muft be money and hi *s to 
fettle them. What he faid was applauded, 
and Odtavius, in a paffion, faw nothing better 
to be done than to defcend from his Tribunal, 
and retire from the affembly. Ofilius became 
the more bold upon this, and as others who 
follow’d his impreffions, taxed their com¬ 
panions, who were more moderate, with in¬ 
difference for the common caufe, he cried out 
that he had no need of affiftance, he alone 
being fufficient to obtain the execution of fuch 
juft demands. • This infolence of his did not 
remain unpunifhed. The feditious Tribune pre- 
fently vanifhed, without any perfon being able 
to difcover what was become of him. This ex¬ 
ample, which gave every one to underftand 
what he had to fear, render’d the mutineers 
more circumfpeft, but not more traftable. 


X 2 


There 
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Aktfc 7 ^* There was none after this that fingly expofed 
’ 3 ' themfelves, but all together, or in confiderable 


bodies, they perfifted (in demanding their dis¬ 
charge- 


Odtavius had not that heroick elevation of 


fentiment, by which his great uncle was capable 
with one word to reduce his mutinous legions 
to their duty. Befides he was but young, and 
pofieffed no extraordinary degree of warlike 
merit, a quality which impofes the moft upon 
troops. He was fenfible, however, of the ne- 
cefiity of a firm behaviour, and that at once* 
if he ihould (hew himfelf too mild, he muft 


lofe his authority for ever. He took therefore 
a method between the two extremes, agreeable 
to his chara&er, which was more prudent and 
artful, than noble and elevated. He granted 
a difcharge to twenty thoufand of the old eft 
foldiers, whom he obliged immediately to de¬ 
part the ifland, for fear they fhould nourifti a 
fpirit of fedition among the reft. 

Afterward, having affembled the army, which 
was ftill very numerous, he protefted that lie. 
would never take back to his fervice, were they 
even to befeech him in the moft prefling man¬ 
ner, thofe who had left him againft his will; 
and that further, he would not give to all of 
them the rewards which they flattered them¬ 
felves with, but only to thofe who fhould be 
judged worthy of them, after a fevere exami¬ 
nation of their conduft. He then began to 
praife the fidelity of the troops, which ftill re¬ 
mained with him ; promifed them, that in a, 
little time he would grant them both the re- 
pofe and fettlements, which they had merited 
by their good fervice ; and in pledge of this 

promife, the execution of which was at fome 

3 diftance. 
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diftance, he ordered an immediate diftribution ^ t R c 7 '^ 
of * five hundred Denarii a head, in order to 3 " 
which, he impofed upon Sicily a tax of fik- punduight 
teen hundred talents (three hundred thoufand 
pounds). By means of this conduft, mixed ani f our 
with indulgence and firmnefs, Oftavius ap-^* w ‘ 
peafed the mutiny, which might have rendered 
the viftories he had obtained fatal to him. 

When all was quieted, he diftributed mili- Arofrai 
tary gifts to the foldiers and officers, who had cro ™ n . 
diftinguifhed themfelves by their bravery, 

There was none more honour’d, or who defer- tojgrippa. 
ved it better, than Agrippa. He received for 
a reward, and as a monument of the naval 
viftory which he had fo great a lhare in, a 
* crown of gold, which had for its rays the 
prows of veifcls. A great many authors affirm, 
that he was the firft who had this glorious 
mark of honour beftowed upon him. But I 
have already related, from Pliny’s authority, 
that the learned Varro had been honour’d with 
it before, in the war againft the pyrates. 
However, it is not very furprifing that the 
name of Agrippa fhould obfcure that of Varro, 
in the glory of arms. 

Oftavius before he departed from Sicily, Oftavius 
eftablifhed a Pro-pnetor to govern the ifland remaint 
in his name. He alfo feized the fpoil of Lepi- ^ 
dus and Statilius Taurus went by his orders, tL'^pro- 
with fome troops, to take poffeffion for him vinca of 
of Africa, properly fo called, and Numidia, Africa and 
both which had belonged to the difpofleffed 
Triumviri. With regard to Antony’s veflels, 


Agrippa- 

cui, belli infigne fuperbum, 
Tempora navali fulgent roftrata corona. 

X 3 "* 
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virt. 

he 
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A * ^*c 71 6 * ^ ent t ^ lcm faithtully* and even took 
^ ’ 3 *' care to replace thole which had been loft in the 

operations of the war. After he had finiflied 
thofe difpofitions, he ftt out, and returned to 
Italy with all his forces. 

F.f efxka This, properly Ipeaking, is the epocha when 
tf On a- Octavius's grandeur began to be eftabliftied on 
raratur a folid foundation. For till now, his affairs had 
kJ at tke always been wavering, and he was always fur- 
fame time rounded and pufhed at by enemies and rivals. 
efbunrx But now the whole Weft fubmitted to his 


s 


-jtem *f cotrirnan( j, ar.d at the fame time the publick 
" 'efteem and admiration were determined in his 

and m: ii - favour. They could not refufe thofe fenti- 
''&*• ments to fuch glorious fuccefs, efpecially con- 

fidering he was fo very young. Four wars 
brought to a happy conclufion, at Modena, 
Philippi, Perufta, and in Sicily j the total de- 
ftruction of the Republican party and that of 
Pompey; the power of Sextus, and that of 
Lepidus united to his own; and all this ex¬ 
ecuted at the age of twenty-eight: thefe were 
powerful motives to infpire a veneration for 
him, which being once eftabliftied, encreafed 
ever afterwards, and was none of the leaft 
foundations of his power. 

They gave him the firft teflimony of it on 
his return from the expedition into Sicily. 
The Senate went a great way out of Rome in 
a body to meet him, each Senator wearing a 
crown upon his head, as a fign of joy and con¬ 
gratulation. They had before decreed to him 
the greateft honours, leaving it to himfelf, 
either to accept of them all, or to chufe 
fuch as ftiould be moft agreeable to him. He 
accepted of the ovation, or little triumph, 
the eftabliftiment of an annua! fcaft in honour 

of 
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umphal habit, the pedeftal adorned with prows 
of veflels, with this infcription : For having 

RESTORED PEACE A LONG TIME DISTURBED 

both by Sea and Land. He entered Rome Fafti 
with the modeft pomp of the ovation the C3 P ir - 
day of the ides of November. 

Thefe exploits, confidered in themfelves, 
certainly deferved the great triumph ; and I can 
fee no reafon that fhould have hindered him 
to take it, except it was the meannefs of the 
enemies he had vanquifhed. For it muft be 
obferved, that the name of Sextus ought not 
to appear here. It would have exafperated 
the Romans, and made them hate him too 
much, to fee him triumph nominally over the 
fon of Pompey. But after Sextus was de¬ 
feated, almoft all thofe who had followed him 
were either fugitive flaves, or pyrates, com¬ 
manded by freedmen. It was then in fome 
meafure a war againft flaves, for which the 
glory of a triumph would have been too mag¬ 
nificent, and a viftory over which was fuf- 
ficiently recompenced by an ovation. 

Oftavius contented himfelf with it, and ad¬ 
ded feveral other inftances of moderation and 
gentlenefs, by which he difcover*d plainly, 
that he wanted to make amends for the tyran¬ 
nical proceedings and cruelties, which at firfl 
had brought upon him the hatred and detef- 
tation of the publick. In the fpeeches which 
he made both to the Senate and people, after 
having teftified his acknowledgment for the 
honours decreed to him, he promifed peace 
and tranquillity in Italy as the fruit of his 
vi&ory, which, he faid, had now put an end 

X 4 to 


of his viftory, and a gilded flatiie fet up in 
the Forum, where he is reprefented in a tri- 
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to all civil wars. For he induftrioufly con* 
cealed his defigns againft Antony, which it 
was not time yet to difcover. He did not 
repeat thofe fpeeches, but read them; a 
method which he obferved upon all impor¬ 
tant occafions •, and he diftributed copies of 
them over the city, to make all the citizens 
as it were witneffes, and depofitaries of the en¬ 
gagements he had contracted, and which he 
alio fulfilled. He abolifhcd fome duties, and 
remitted all that was due of the taxes eftablifh- 
ed during the war. 

The people, who for a long time had fuf^ 
fered the horrors of a civil war, charmed with 
beginning to breathe again, and willing to re- 

compence him to whom they were obliged for 

the agreeablenefs of their new fituation, offered 
him the high-prieftfhip, with which Lcpidus 
was inverted. Octavius ftill fupported the 
character of moderation, which he bgund him- 
felf to as a law; and refufed that office, tho* 
very important and illuftrious, but of which 
the incumbent was not to be deprived of, as 
long as he lived. Some went even fo far, 
as to propofe to him the ftrange expedient of 
deftroying Lepidus, as an enemy to the pub- 
lick j but he rejected this with horror, declar¬ 
ing that he would never open the way to 
ufurpation by murder. 

He further gained the affe&ion cf the citizens 
by the conduct which he obferved with regard 
to the great number of flavcs which Sextus had 
drawn into Sicily, and incorporated with his 
troops, by giving them their liberty. Tho’ 
this liberry had been confirmed by the treaty 
ofMilenum, Oftavius did not think himfelf 
obliged to obferve it, with regard to thofe 

wretches* 
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wretches, to the prejudice of their matters and ^ 
the good of the Republick, a promife which 
had been extorted from him by a kind of 
violence. He fent to the feveral places where 
his legions had their winter quarters, letters 
which were opened all in one day, containing 
orders to feize all the fugitive flaves. The 
order was executed without any tumult; and 
after the prifoners had been brought to Rome, 
they were examined in order to be returned to 

their old matters, and thofe whofe matters 
could not be found, Oftavius caus’d to be ex¬ 
ecuted in the towns from whence they fled. 

Another objtft very worthy of his attention, 
were the companies of robbers, which had form¬ 
ed themfelves under favour of the licence and 
confufion of the war. They formed, in a man¬ 
ner, fmall armies, which might be faid rather 
to commit hoftilities, than Ample robberies, 
both in Rome, Italy, and Sicily. Sabinus, 
charged by Odtavius with the care of putting 
a flop to thofe terrible robberies, deftroyed the 
whole race of thofe wretches in the fpace of one 
year. Peace and fafety were again eftablilhed 
upon the highways, and in the towns; and the 
people were fo fenfible of it, that they confe- 
crated the author of it amongft their titular 
gods. 

O&avius appear’d then entirely employed in 
the good of the publick, and wholly pofTefs’d 
with pacific fchemes. He burnt thofe letters 
and papers which might be monuments of paft 

divisions, and kept a great many of the 

citizens in difquietude. He left the annual 
magiftrates to exercife their funftion, and re¬ 
gulate thofe affairs which belonged properly to 
their offices. In fine, he went fo far as to 

make 
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make people hope, that he would abdicate the 
triumvirlhip in concert with Antony, as foon 
as he fhould return from the war againft the 
Parthians. This laft promife was only a feint, 
but it gave great joy to the nation, which was 
always attached to a Republican government. 
The Senate, in order to engage Oftavius to 
keep his word, and give him, as it were, a 
compenfation in exchange for the triumvirlhip, 
offer’d to make him perpetual Tribune as long 
as he lived. By this title, his perfon would 
be rendered facred and inviolable; and he 
would acquire the power of hindering any 
thing to be done in the city againft his will. 
But he had no mind to renounce the com¬ 
mand of the army, which conftituted all his 
force. Thus he kept himfelf referved with 
regard to the propofition of the Senate, neither 
judging it proper to accept the tribunefhip, 
which would have difarmed him, nor to join 
it to the triumvirlhip, for fear of provoking 
Antony’s jealouly. Neverthelefs it did not 
appear that he had abfolutely refufed it, but 

put it off till a more convenient time. 

In order that Rome might be fenfible in 
every reipect of the return of better fortune, it 
was likewife in this fame year, that Odtavius 
began to embellilh it with new and lofty build¬ 
ings. One of the great objefts in the whole 
remainder of his life and reign, was to adorn 
the capital of the univerle, in a manner worthy 
of the dignity of that title; and in this he a 
puftied his magnificence fo far, that he boafted 

* Urbem—excoluitadeo, hteritiam accepiffet. Suet. 
c: jure fit gioriatus marmo- Jug. 29. 
ream fe relinquere, quam 


he 
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he had received a Rome of brick and had A ‘ R * 7 1 * 4 
left it all of marble. But at the time in which n 3 
I fpeak, the firft work with which he began 
the execution of his fcheme, was an apart¬ 
ment for himfelf. He had chofe for a fituation Veil. II. 
the mount Palatine, and caufed his managers 81 ' 
to purchafe feveral houfes of private perfons, 
which formed a piece of ground of no great ex¬ 
tent. He there built a houfe of a moderate Suet Aug, 
fize, which took its name from the hill, up- ] 9 - & l 2 ' 
on which it flood, and was called Paktium , 
from whence is derived the word Palace in our 

language. But he would not be reproached 
with labouring only for himfelf. Upon oc- 
cafion of a thunder which had bum on a 
fpot of ground which he had purchafed, the 
divines were confulted, and, having anfwered 
that, that place was claimed by a God, 0 £ta- 

vius built there a temple of the fineft marble to 

Apollo, whom he always honoured as his 
titulary God. He joined to it a library, which 
was extremely proper in the temple of the 
God of arts; and all about he railed portico’s 
for the ufe and convenience of the publick. 

The library of Palatine Apollo, as this was H or. Sat. 
called, was not only appointed to contain a I- 4 -& ,0< 
collection of books, which did honour to the 

n a > 11 2 . 

tafle of its matter, and was an afliftance to men ^ p v . 
of learning; Odavius made alfo a kind of 387. 
academy of it, where there were judges to ex¬ 
amine the new works of poetry, and thofe 
which truly deferved to be tranfmitted to po* 
flerity, were honourably placed in the library, 
with a pro trait of the author. A very power¬ 
ful encouragement for the arts, which glory 
efpecially nourilhes and carries to perfection. 
Qdavius loved them> as great princes have 

;• ;v/avs 



*16 Gellius and Cocceius, Confuk 

a R always done. He cultivated them himfeif, 
c j6 ‘ and thofe who diftinguifhed themfelves in 
them, were fure of his prote&ion. Thus it is 
very well known how much they flourifhed 
under his government, which became the epo- 
cha and ftandard of good tafte. 

There is no need of mentioning, that ail 
thele great works were notcompieatedthe fame 
year, whofe tranfaclions I am now mentioning, 
but that they were projected and begun at that 
time; and it is of fome importance to re¬ 
mark the date of them,- becaufe they entered 
into the new fyftem of conduft which Ofta- 
vius formed to himfelf, after he faw his power 
fufficiently eftabliftied. ’Till that time he was 
unjuft and cruel, which the fatisfying his am¬ 
bition forced him to, but afterwards gentle, 
moderate, and beneficent, as foon as he had 
reafon to be contented with his fortune. 

This chara&er of gentlenefs appeared farther 
in the diftribution of lands, which he had to 
make to the veteran foldiers. You may re¬ 
member what a terrible diforder that affair had 
occafioned after the battle of Philippi, over all 
Italy ; but now it was executed in a peaceable 
manner. The funds which were defigned for 
the foldiers, either belonged to the Republick, 
or were faithfully purchafed and paid for, whe¬ 
ther they belonged to private perfons, or to 

Ve!i II corporations. Thus, for example, the colony 
s,. of Capua being very thinly inhabited, poffeffed 

Dio. in common a great extent of ground, which 

never belonged to any particular proprietor. 
Octavius there eftablifhed his veterans. But 

in order to fatisfy the colony, he gave them in 
the ifland of Crete funds of a much larger 

revenue, 
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revenue, and which brought them in * twelve A * R - 7 ^• 
hundred thoufand fefterces a year. And fur- *6250!.* 
ther he added a great and ufeful ornament to 
the town of Capua itfelf, by making an aque- 
duft to. fuppty them with, plenty of pure 
water. 

By making fuch a wife ufe of his power and ^ war g y 
fortune, Odavius confirmed himfelf in the Antony a- 
t&csm and afitdion of the Romans againft gainfi the 
Antony, who, on the contrary, at the feme^ r/ ^ 4w * 
time did every thing pofiible to make himfelf 
the obje&of their hatred and contempt. This 
will appear in the account which I am going 
to give of his expedition againft the Parthians, 
which was unfortunate thro r his fault, and the 
bad fiiccefsof which was in itfelf lefs lhameful, 
than the caufe which had produced it. But I 
muftbegin by taking things nearer their fource, 

| II. 

The violent- grief of Or odes for the death of bis fon 
Pacorus. He chafes Pbraa Us for bis fuccejjor. 

PhraaUs caufes bis father, brothers, eldeft fon , 
and Jcveral grandees of the kingdom- to be put to 

death. Antony's paffton for Cleopatra is re¬ 
newed* fits tmjuft and mmenfe liberalities to¬ 
wards her. Antony's preparations for a war. 

He goes into Armenia , the khtg of which was 
his ally . The force of bis army. The faults 
which bis. pqffton for Cleopatra makes hm com¬ 
mit. He lays fiege to Praajpa, the capital of 
the king of the- A&dts. The kings of the Modes 
and Parthians cut in pieces two of his k^ms. 

The- king of Armenia abandons hm. Antony 
engages in a battle where be puts to fiigbf the 
Parthians , but cattfes a very fmaU hj) to them. 

He 



Gellius and Cocceius* Confute. 

He returns before Praafpa ., in befieging of 

which be has very bad fuccefs. Deceived by 
the Pattbiansy who promifed peace and fafety 
to him , be prepares to retreat. Being informed 
of the perfidy of the Partbians, inftead of march' 
ing along the plain y he gains the mountains. 
Divers comkatSy where the Partbians are re¬ 
pul fed. The temerity of a Roman officer makes 
the Partbians gain a confiderable advantage. 
The admirable conduft of Antony with regard 
to his foldiers. Their love of him. New battles , 
where the Romans regain the fuperiority. Their 
army is diftrefs'd with famine. A very fingu- 
lar and fatal difeafey caufed by the ufe of an 
unknown herb. A new perfidy of the Partbians , 
from which Antony efcapeSy by means of intel¬ 
ligence given him from the enemies army. The 
Romans fuffer extreamly from thirft. A river 
whofe waters were very unwholfome. A ter¬ 
rible confufion occafioned by the fury of the 
Roman foldiers , who plunder their own camp. 
The lift battle againjl the Partbians. The joy 
of the Romans when they faw themfelves again 
in Armenia. Antony's foolifh burry to get back 
to Cleopatra. A falfe and oftentatious account 
fent by Antony to Rome. Honours which are 
decreed to him. The laft adventures and fatal 
death of Sextus Pompeius. The wars of 08a- 
vius in Elyrium. The perfonal bravery of 08a- 
vius. The Salqffi fubdued by Valerius. The ex¬ 
ploits of M. Crajfus againfi the MyfianSy and 
the Baftarrue. The adilefhipof Agrippa. Agrip - 
pa and Maecenas chief friends , confidents , and 
minifters of OEavius. Statues ercfted to Livia 
and 08avia. The Portico of 08avia. The 
triumphs of Statilius Taurus and Sofius. New 

patricians. 
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Patricians . The death of Atticus. Suceffton of 
the Confulfhip from the year 718 to the year 
721. 


T H E death of Pacorus, who was killed Tht violent 

in the laft battle which Ventidius had °f 
gained over the Parthians, threw Orodes, the 
father of the young prince, into fuch a violent ^ t j- on pf. 
grief as almoft degenerated into madnefs. Du- torus. 

ring the firft fix days he would neither fee any J^- 
body, nor take any nourifhment. Shut up in * * 4 ’ 

a dark place, and keeping an obftinate filence, 
if he fpoke at all, it was only repeating dole¬ 
fully the name of Pacorus. Frequently he 
thought he fpoke to him, heard him, and faw 
him by him. But prefently returning to him- 
felf, and recalling to mind, that Pacorus was 
no more, he wept for him bitterly. 

This violent grief was only appeafed to give He chu/es 
place to a cruel difquiet, which tormented him Creates 
upon the fubjeft of the choice of a fucceffor, 
title which was left vacant by the death of Pa- C ^ r ‘ 
corus. He had by different wives thirty fons, 
who all afpired to the throne, and, feconded by 
their mothers, fatigued by their important fo- 
licitations the fpirits of the weak old man. In 
lhort, after having continued in fufpence a long 

while, Orodes unfortunately, both for himfelf 
and the Parthians, determin’d in favour of 
Phraates, the eldeft of them all, but by far the 

moft wicked. Phraatti 

Scarcely did Phraates fee himfelf fecured i ^ rQm 
the fuccellion to the throne, than he was impa-^ r;> ^/ 
tient to enjoy it; and finding that his father fin, and fc- 
kept him from it too long, he caufed him to wralofthe 

be put to death. You may eafily judge f 

he would no more fpare the lives of his bro- % mt0 % 

£ thers, put todfair:. 
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pjut. An?. 
Dio. 


a. r. 716. tbers, who were an umbrage to him, and feme 
c * s6 ' of which had tides preferable to him, by the 
nobility of their mothers; whereas Phraates 
was born of an obfeure woman. Even the eld- 
eft of his own fons, who happened to be of aft 
age capable of giving him fufpicion, was fa- 
crificed to his jealoufy. 

The grandees of the kingdom, alarmed and 
irritated at fuch a barbarity, which extended 
kfelf likewile to them, and took off alt die 
heads of the firft of the nobility, made dilp©- 
fkions for a revolt, which the Romans might 
eafily have taken the advantage of. But Art- 
tony was at that time in Italy, and Sofius, who 
commanded for him in Syria, had learned by 
the example of Ventidius, not to purfue too 
fplendid a glory, which might eclipfe that of 
his general. Thus the Parthian nobility, who 
were dilcontented at the government of Phraates, 
not being fupported, few themfelves obliged 
to fly into different countries. But Monefes* 
one of the moft illuftrious and powerful a- 
mongft them, went over to Antony. 

The Triumvir had fet out from Italy, as w* 
have laid, when Octavius prepared to maktf 
the laft effort againft Sextus and Sicily. * h 

was then that the fatal paffion for Cleopatra* 

which had been repreffed and quieted by a wr* 
turn of reflection and wifdom after his mar¬ 
riage with OCtavia, awoke in his breaft It 
had only been aileep, and by no means 


Antony s 
fajfion for 
Cleopatra 
u renewed. 
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fubdued. After a very fhort interval, during ^ t R ' c 7I f* 
whjch reafon feemed to have got the upper 3 * 
hand \ in fhort, to make ufe of the expreflion 
of Plato, adopted by Plutarch, that untrafta- 
ble companion of the foul, that rebellious Aave* 
which too frequently, inftead of receiving law 
from its fovereign, abufes and tyrannizes over 
him, entirely fhook off the yoke. Antony, 

Qn approaching to Syria, difpatched Fonteius 
Capito, with orders to bring to him the queen 
of Egypt. 

She arrived *, and, as if he wanted to make His unjuji 
a reparation for his paft coolnefs, and efface and 
the remembrance of it by unbounded liberali- 
ty, he made her immenfe prefents. He added wards her, 
to her kingdom Phenicia, befides Tyre and Si- Jofeph. 
don, Coelefyria, that province of Judea which Antic l* 
produces balm, and a part of the country of ? v ;^ & r c 
Arabia-felix. All thefe countries were poffefled U ' 
by different little princes, under the protection Plat. Dio. 
of the Romans. Antony made no fcruple of 
defrauding thofe who enjoyed them, provided 
he could fatisfy the unfatiable avarice of her 
whom he loved. He even yielded to her the 
rights which the Republick had over the ifland 
of Cyprus, and Cyrene, which were formerly 
dependant on the crown of Egypt. The Ro¬ 
mans were very much fhocked at thefe inde¬ 
cent liberalities, the occafion of which was fo 
fhameful ; although Antony endeavoured to 
put a good colour upon it, laying, that the 
grandeur of the Roman nation appeared lefs in 
what it poffelfed, than in what it gave away 
to its allies. 

Mean while, he did not forget his great pro- Antony s 
jeft againft the Parthians, from which he pro -t re t aram 
mifed himfelf the moft glorious fuccefs. The lwis ' or 

Vol. XV. Y terror 


a var 
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am R c 7 -6 terror °f his name and arms had reached as 
J ’ far as Caucafus on the Cafpian fea, by the vic¬ 
tories which Ventidius his lieutenant had gain’d 
over the kings of Spain and Albania j and he 
expected a great deal from Monefes, a man of 
confiderable importance, both on account of 
his merit and capacity, as well as of his high 
rank and birth ; and whofe retreat muft con- 
fequently weaken the Parthians, and procure 
him the mo ft certain directions for conducing 
his enterprize. Wherefore he gave this noble¬ 
man a meft honourable reception *, and as he 
was proud, and loved pomp and oftentation, 
he compared Monefes to Themiftocles, him- 
felf to the great king of Perfia, and in order 
to render the refemblance compleat, he gave 
to the fugitive Parthian three * towns of Syria 
for his fubfiftence, LarifTa, Arethufa, and Hie- 
rapolis. Nay, he even promifed him the 
throne of Arfacides. But all thefe fine ideas 
prefently vaniftied. Phraates, who was fenfi- 
ble how much fuch a fugitive muft have it in 
his power to hurt him, omitted no means to 
regain him ; and Monefes, upon the aflurance 

of impunity, and an entire re-eftablifhment in 
all his goods and rights, returned again to his 
king, and thus fruftrated Antony’s expeftation. 
We fhall fee however, afterwards- this Parthian 
nobleman doing good fervice to the Roman 
armv. 

Antony, tho’ he was piqued at feeing him- 
lelt abandoned by Monefes, left him at full li¬ 
berty to retire. One part of his plan was to 
amuie Phraates by a negotiation, and by hopes 

* Thus Artaxerxes bad gi* for bis wine, and the third for 
cyji ibnt towns to Tbev.ijlo - bis meat. Set antient btjiory. 
cits, one for bis bread, another Booh vii. Seel. 2. 

of 
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of peace, in order to furprife him 
attack, which would not allow him 
pare himfelf. If we may believe Florus, there Flo.IV. 10 
was even a treaty in form drawn up between , 
Antony and the king of the Parthians, which 
muft convidt the Roman general of an inex- 
cufable piece of perfidy. But to confine our- 
felves to the fimple recital of Plutarch and Dio, 
we cannot excufe him from fraud and artifice. 
According to thefe hiftorians, he fent an em- 
bafly to Phraates, to demand of him the refti- 
tution of the colours taken at the defeat of 
Craffus, as alfo thofe prifoners who remained 
alive ; and without waiting for an anfwer, hav- He S oes 
ing taken leave of Cleopatra, he advanced to- ^ 
wards Armenia, where was the general rendez- whichwat 
vous of his troops. bis ally. . 

Artabazes, king of Armenia, fon of Tigranes, 
an ally of the Romans, was at that time at war 
with another Artabazes, king of the Atropate- 
nian * Medes, an ally of Phraates. Antony 
came then, as it were, to fuccour the king of 
Armenia, whilft it may be conjectured (for 
authors are not fufficiently explicit upon this 
point) that he avoided adting diredtly a - 
gainft the Parthians, either to lull them, if 
poffible, into a falfe fecurity, till having lub- 
dued Media, he might be in a condition to 

* They dijlingutfhed Media from A(ropatros i who hadprt * 
at that time into two y the Jewed it from the Macedo - 
great Media, and the Atropa- nian yoke. Atropatros wds 
ttnian. ( fhe great Media t elected king in acknowledge 
which had Ecbatana for its ment of his good fervice , and 
capital , made a part of the the fucceffion was continued 
empire of the Parthians, The down in his pofterity t which 
Atropatenian Media was a was f ill fubjijiing in the timt 
province of the old kingdom of of Strabo, 
the MtdtSy and took its name 
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enter fuddenly into the heart of their country $ 
or not to appear openly to violate his faith, by 
attacking a prince with whom he either made 
a treaty of peace, or at lead was in terms about 
it. This however, is certain, that his inten¬ 
tion was not bounded in defending the king of 
Armenia, nor in making an invafion on the 
countrv of the Medes, but that it was the Par- 

j * 

thians whom he wanted to make war againft. 

The forces which he had affembled, were 
fufficient to prove the greatnefs of his defigns. 
He reviewed them in Armenia, and found them 
to confift of feventy thoufand Roman infantry, 
ten thoufand Spanifh and Gaulifh horfe,to which 
were added thirty thoufand auxiliary troops, 
wbichwere furnilh’d to him by the kings his allies. 

Neverthelefs, this powerful army, which 
fpread the alarm as far as Baftria and the In¬ 
dies, and put all Afia in a violent commotion, 
was rendered ufelefs by the foolifh paffion of 
Antony for Cleopatra. For being defirous of 
paffing the winter with her, he haftened to be¬ 
gin the operations of war too foon, and con¬ 
ducted himfelf in every thing with precipita¬ 
tion, not behaving like himfelf, nor mafter of 
his reafon, but as if he had been enchanted by 
fome dclufion, turning incefiantly his looks to¬ 
wards Egypt, and more engaged to return 
fpeedily, than to vanquifh his enemies. 

He began then by a very remarkable fault, 
taking the field all at once, though the feafon 
was far advanced, and his troops, after a march 
of above three hundred leagues, had great need 
of reft. He was advifed to give them time to 
recover from their fatigue, and even to pafs 
the winter in Armenia, to be in a condition to 
attackMedia the beginning of the next fpring, be- 

1 fore 
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fore the army of the Parthians could be a£fem- A * R * 7*$* 
bled. But he could not fuffer that delay *, he Aau C ’ s * 
wanted to march immediately, and entering 
into Atropatena, which was the kingdom of 
Artabazes, he plundered it, and there began 
his hoftilities. 

The fecond fault, which was owing to the 
fame principle, was, that finding his march re¬ 
tarded by the machines of war, which followed 
the army in three hundred waggons, he left 
them by t:ie way under the guard of two le¬ 
gions, commanded by Oppius Statianus and 
as to himfelf, he advanced with all fpeed, and 
laid fiege to Praafpa, the capital of Atropatenian He kg* 
Media, imagining he Ihouldmake an eafy con-M eta 
queft of that place, and of the whole country, i 

becaufe the king was abfent, and engaged with 0 fthehng 
Phraates elfewhere. But the town was ftrong of the 
and well fortified ; and. from the firft operas Mo¬ 
tions of the fiege, Antony had reafon to be 
fcnfible, how much he was in the wrong, for 
not carrying with him his warlike machines; 
efpecially a battering ram of fourlcore feet 
long, which would have been of great ufe to 

them. For that whole country .produced very 

bad wood, which had neither ftrength nor 
height, and confequently could not be em¬ 
ployed for the conftruttion of machines, fuch 
as the neceffity of the fervice required. Am 
tony then was obliged to throw up terraffes, in 
order to raife the befiegers as high as the walls, 
which was a work both long and very labo¬ 
rious, . <[hg fangs 

As foon as the kings of the Medes.and Par- of the 
thians had advice of the fiege of Praafpa,. they Medes and 

approached towards Antony. But being-in lit- ^^ ans 
tie pain for ; a town fo well .defended,.and fo ill p ieceJtnme f 

Y 3 attacked, bis legions. 
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a. r. 7^. attacked, inftead of marching (freight to that 
Ant ' ' 3 ' general, they altered their rout, and furprifed 

Statianus. The troops which that officer com¬ 
manded, were cut in pieces, and there remained 
ten thoufand dead upon the fpot. Statianus 
himfelf was alio killed, and all the machines 
taken and burnt. Polemon, king of Pontus, 
efcaped alone from the (laughter, the Parthians 
having fpared him, in hopes of extorting a large 
ranfom from him, as they aftually did. So con- 
fiderable a lofs, at the beginning of a great and 
important enterprife, fhagrined Antony very 
much ; and very foon after, the Armenian 
cfa fag Artabazes gave him new caufe of trouble 
cfJmtnia and difquiet, by leaving him, and retiring 
abarJm into his kingdom with his troops, which a- 

mounted to fixteen thoufand horfe, and feven 
thoufand foot. The perfidy of that prince was 
(till more provoking to him, as it was accom¬ 
panied with ingratitude, becaufe it was to de¬ 
fend him, and revenge his caufe, that the Ro¬ 
mans had come into that country. 

Mean while, the victorious Parthians ad¬ 
vanced towards Praafpa, and taking the firft 
advantage as a certain omen of fuccefs for the 
future, already threatened infolently the Ro¬ 
man army; but however, without putting 
Parthian.:, themfelves within reach of the infantry, which 
but caufes they greatly feared. Antony apprehended, that 

if he fuffered patiently thefe infults, and left 
his troops in inaction, which would appear to 
be no better than an acknowledgment or weak- 
nefs, his men would be difcouraged. He re- 
folved therefore to endeavour to bring on a 
battle ; and with this view he went out of his 
lines with ten legions, three Pretorian Cohorts, 
and all his cavalry, as for a general forage, 

hoping 


Jntsny t*' 
gegtt in a 
battle, 

*11 here he 
puts is 
fight the 


a 'very 
frnall 

M tie* 
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hoping that the enemy would follow him, and £ nt R Q 7 ^; 
give him an opportunity of engaging with 
them. 

In fhort, after one day’s march, he difco- 
vered the Parthian army, which was ranged in 
form of a crefcent near the road where he was 
to pafs. He then difplay’d in his camp the fig- 
nal of battle, which was, as we have obferved 
elfewhere, a purple coat of arms fpread over 
the general’s tent. But in order to deceive the 
Parthians, and make them continue in their 
poll, he caufed the tents to be (truck, as if he 
had defigned to continue his march, and not 
to engage. He fet out then in fight of the 
enemy, having given orders to his cavalry, to 
fall back immediately, as foon as they (hould 
be within reach of being attacked by the le¬ 
gions. It was a fight worthy of admiration for 
the Parthians to behold the Roman army de¬ 
filing towards them. As they neither obferved, 
nor were acquainted with any kind of difcipline, 
they beheld with furprize this whole multitude 
advancing towards them in the mod beautiful 
order, feparated by equal intervals, and the 
foldiers marching without noife or tumult, 
brandifhing their demi-pikes which they had in 
their hands. 

Immediately the fignal was given, and the 
Roman cavalry wheeling about, rufhed in upon 
the Barbarians, who did not expeft them, with 
loud cries. Neverthelefs, they fuftained this 
Ihock, tho’ they had not room to make ufe of 
their arrows. But when the infantry approach¬ 
ed, accompanying their cries with the noife of 
the fpears ftriking upon their bucklers, the 
Parthian cavalry took fright, and the riders 
themfelves fled before they could engage. An- 

Y 4 tony 
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Ai'^c. 7 ^’ ton y P ur ^ ue d them very keenly, imagining he 
" had obtained a decifive viftory. But after his 
infantry had purfued them as far as two leagues 
beyond the field of battle, and the cavalry fix, 
upon examining the enemy that were killed or 

taken, they found only fourfeore dead and fifty 

taken prisoners. Upon this their joy was 
greatlv mortified, and the Romans felt very 
fenfibly a war, in which, when they were 
vi&orious, they caufed fo little lofs to the ene¬ 
my, and when they were defeated, fuffered as 

much as thofe who were routed under Sta¬ 
tion us. 


Hi return Next day, Antony, having prepared himielf 
Before t0 re tum before Praafpa, the Parthians ap- 

peared again, at firft in a fin all body, after- 

ef v-huo wards their number increafed, and at laft their 
he has wry whole army being affembled, as frefli and as full 
ledfucctfi. of vigour and boldnefs as they were the pre¬ 
ceding day, haraffed and fatigued Antony’s 
troops, by brilk and frequent repeated attacks; 
and it was with a great deal of trouble and dan¬ 
ger that the Romans regained their camp. 

Very foon after, the befieged made a fuc- 
cefsful fally, and the troops which were oppofed 
to them, lhamefully took flight. Antony irri¬ 
tated at this bad fuccefs, decimated the gtiilty 
Cohorts, and caufed barley, inftead of wheat, 
to be diftributed to thofe foldiers whofe good 
fortune had exempted them from punifhment. 
Dreth'id This fituation of the Romans was exceeding 
h, the Par- troublefome, and they faw themfelves threaten- 
hiaw % e d with ftill more terrible confequences.For they 
?tins'dhim cou ]d g 0 no more to forage, nor get any pro- 

vifions without fighting for them, and they had 
always a great many killed and wounded. Thus 
to the fear of the enemy, was added that of fa¬ 
mine. 


tCians 
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mine. Phraatefc* oh his part, Was hot With- A > 
out difquiet •, for th£ flrft colds of aUtUrhh be- nt 
gan already to be felt, and he knew that th t 
Parthians were heither accuftomed nor irtclinfed 
to keep the field in winter * fb that if the Ro¬ 
mans mould perfevere, he fufpefted he might 
be abandoned by his troops*, and oblig’d to re¬ 
tire. To avoid which inconvenience, he had 
fecourfe to artificej and endeavoured to deceive 
Antony by falfe appearances of frieridihip* 

In confequence of this new prbjeft, and con¬ 
formable to his orders, the Chiefs of the Par- 
thiahs, inftead of a6ting with their accuftoftibd 

vivacity againft the Romans in theft* forages, 
and upon other dccafibnS, when they came 
within reach of them, put bn a moft gehtlfc 
behaviour, retreating defignedly to allow them 

to get proviftbns, praifing their furprifing va¬ 
lour whereVer they met them, and affurihg 
them of the efteetti and ad miratibn of Phraates; 


They came at hft to have familiar converfati- 
ons with them, in which they bkmed Antony 

very much, for not taking the advantage of tht 
friendfhip of the king of the Parthians, who 
wiihed to have peaces and had no inclination to 
deftroy fuch a number of brave warriors. “Your 
“ general, faid they, obftinately Waits here fbt 
u two of the moft formidable efrermfits of mam 
“ kind, famine and winter, which are fufficient 
ic to deftroy him, and from which it will be 
<c very difficult for him to efcape, even With 
iC our affiftance.” 

Thefe expreffions being Reported to Antony, 
made an impreflioft upon him, and the hope of 
retreating fafe, dirnrnifhed the firmnefs of his 
refohtion to continue the fiege. In the mean 
time he would not hazard taking filch a ftep, 
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nor offer terms of peace to the enemy, till he 
had firft caufed thofe who brought this account 
to be examined, to know whether they were 
authorized by Phraates in what they laid. They 
anfwered, that they had only expreffed the true 
fentiments of their prince, and that Antony 
might fafely depend upon the truth of it. 

This anfwer determined the Roman General 
to negotiate with Phraates, and accordingly he 
fent to him fome of his friends. Only, in or¬ 
der to fave his honour in fome meafure, and 
not to appear as if he thought himfelf very 
happy in being at liberty to retreat, he charged 
Hill to demand the reftitution of the Roman 
ftandards and prifoners, which had remained 
in the power of the Parthians ever fince the 
defeat of Craffus. The king received his de¬ 
putation in a haughty manner, being feated on 
a throne of gold, and holding in his hand a 
bow, the firing of which he pulled. So haughty 
a reception prefaged a difdainful anfwer ; and 
he reje&ed as impertinent the propofition for 
reftoring the prifoners and colours, burfling 
out into bitter reproaches againft the Romans; 
but promifed them however peace and fecu- 
rity, if they chofe to retire. Antony was 
obliged to be content with what was granted 
him, by an enemy who was in a condition of 
preferibing laws to him *, and he ordered his 
men to make all the neceffary preparations for 
their departure. 

Ic was cuitomary on fuch occafions for ge¬ 
nerals to harangue their army, which Antony 
was very capable of. He knew very well 
how to acquit himfelf in a publick fpeech, and 
efpecially he feemed to be form’d to pleafe the 
foldiers by a kind of military eloquence, which 

was 
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was agreeable to their tafte, and infpired them 
with Tuch fentiments as he wifhed to raife in 
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them. But upon this melancholy occafion, 
the fhame and confufion he was in flopped his 
mouth, and he deputed Domitius Ahenobar- 
bus to harangue the troops in his room. Some 
were affronted at this, and thought themfelves 
negleded, but others, and by far the greateft 
number, knew perfectly well the motive of 
this forced filence. They were heartily forry 
for it, and it was a motive for them to fim- 


pathize with their general, and obey him the 
more affiduoufly. 

Antony prepar’d to return the fame way he Being in - 
came, through a plain open country. But formed 0/ 
happily for him and his army, there arrived in ihe tru ]' 
his camp one of the old * Roman prifoners, in C j> 2 thilw 
whom the love of his country had only been indead of * 
increafed, by a long and melancholy confine- marching 
ment among Barbarians. He caufed them to tbe 
carry him to Antony, and advifed him to turn 
to the right on the fide of the mountains, and fountains. 
not expofe his legions, who were heavy armed, 
in vaft plains, quite naked, and without any 
fhelter, to fifty thoufand cavalry, and a fhower 
of innumerable arrows. He difcovered to him 


* Velleius and Floras call pie of Italy ; and tkui Plutarch 
him exprefly one of the Roman would agree with the Roman 
prifoners . H't read in Piu- htforians. But if he bad be - 
torch, that this guide, to whom lie-vtd that this man was one 
Antony owed the fafety of his who had tjcaptd Jrom the de- 
army,was a Mardian by birth , feat of Crajfus, 1 amptrjuad - 
and confluent ly af ranger with ed hi would have mentioned 
regard to the Romans, being that circumfance in exprefs 
horn in upper A fa. Some terms . 1 therefore imagine , 

learned men believe that there that there is no room to make 
is an error in Plutarch's text, any alteration in his text; hut 
and that inf ead of Mardi, it 1 have prefer'd the authority 
to be read Marfi, a peo - of the Latin authors. 
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AntcJ't f ecret intentions of Phraates, who had no 
3 * other view than that of making him tall into 

his fiiare, in amufmg him by deceitful pro- 
mifes. In fliort, he offered to ferve him as a 


guide, and to conduft him by a fliorter way, 
where he would find more provifions for the 
lubfifttnce of his troops. Antony ftruck with 
this difcovery, was neverthelefs fcrupulous in 
dillrufting the Parthians, with whom he had 
juft concluded a treaty. However, the double 
advantage of a rout which would fhorten the 
march, and where his army would be better 
provided, decided in favour of the advice pro- 
pofed by die prifoner, who having defired he 
might be lettered as a proof of his fidelity, was 
accepted as guide, and charged with diredt- 
mg the rout of the army. 


Divm 
combats 
mbtre the 
Parthians 
art refvi* 

M 


The two firft days paffed very quietly. But 
the third day, when Antony dreamt no more 
of the Parthians, and already quite fecure, 
marched in irregular order, the guide obferved 
a great breach newly made, and a dike which 
confined the waters of a river, in confequence 
of which the road was overflowed. He gave 


them notice from this, that the enemy was not 
far of; and in Ihort, Antony had fcarce time 


to draw his legions up in order before the Par¬ 
thians appeared, and attempted to inclofe his 
army by wheeling round about them. Antony 
had left between the ranks room for the (lingers 
and archers, who, at the approach of the enemy, 


immediately advanced. The combat was very 
hot, and the Parthians were no lefs hurt by the 


balls of lead, and arrows, which the Romans 


difcharged upon them, than the light troops 
of the Romans were by the arrows of the Par¬ 
thians. They retreated, and returned again to 

the 
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the charge. But the Gaulifh cavalry having A - R * 7* 
engaged, difperfed them intirely, and they ap- u * 5 * 
peared no more that day. The fuccefs of that 
firft combat, put Antony upon the method of 


refilling the attacks of the Parthians. Having 
ranged his army into a large fquare, he placed 
his light-armed troops, not only in the rear, 
but alfo in the front and flanks; and the 


cavalry had orders, after they had broken 
the enemy to flop, and not purfue them too 
far. 


By this difpofition, and profecuting this 
plan, the Romans eafily fuffered the redoubled 
efforts of the Parthians for four days fucceflive- 
ly ; and the want of fuccefs abating the ardour 
of the Barbarians, they already thought of re¬ 
turning, and laid hold of the winter as a pre¬ 
tence for it. But the ralhnefs of a Roman 


officer, which procured them a confiderable 
advantage, at the fame time reftor’d their 
courage and perfeverance. 

This officer, who was call’d Fabius Gallus, '««- 
did not want bravery, and undertaking to beat a 
the Parthians, fo as to hinder their appearing Shakes 
for the future, he demanded of Antony a de- the Par * 
tachment of light troops and cavalry. With tbiansgal « 
this body, which he obtained, he did not con- a 
tent himfelf with only repelling the enemy, - 
but he even was fo raffi as to attack and purfue 
them. It was in the rear of the Roman army 
that this aftion happened, and as foon as 
thofe who commanded there faw Gallus at a 


diftance from them, alarmed at their danger, 
they fent orders for him to return immediately. 
But he did not think proper to obey thefe or¬ 
ders. In vain the Queftor Titius reproached 

him very warmly, accufing him of being the 

occafion 
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occafion of lofing fo many brave men, and 
even laid hold of the colours to make him re¬ 
turn. But nothing could get the better of the 
obftinacy of Gallus. He pufhed always for¬ 
ward without taking care of his rear, till all at 

once he faw himfelf intirely furrounded. 

He then demanded afliftarice \ but Canidius, 
whofe office this was, and who had the molt 
authority of all Antony’s lieutenants, com¬ 
mitted a great fault on this occafion. For 
inftead of fending a large body of troops, 
which might have decided the affair at once, 
he fent fucceffively feveral fmall Platoons, who 
were defeated one after another ; and this put 
almoft the whole army in a pannick. Antony 
was obliged to come himfelf with the legions 
which compofed the advanced guard, to ftop 
the Parthians, and fecure a retreat for his own 
men who fled. Thus finifhed that unfor¬ 
tunate battle, in which they reckoned on the 
fide of the Romans, three thoufand kill’d and 
five thoufand wounded-, and amongft the 
latter was Gallus himfelf, who was wounded 
with four arrows, and died foon after. 

Antony behaved admirably in thefe melan¬ 
choly rencounters. He went thro’ all the 
tents to vifit the wounded, fharing in their 
difafters, and condoling their. hard fortune, 
even fo far as to flied tears; and the foldiers 
fhewed themfelves in their turn, extremely 
ienfible of the affedtion of their general. They 
comforted him, took him by the hand, loaded 
him with terms of refpedt and attachment, and 
prayed him to turn his cares towards himfelf, 
protefting to him, that, provided he was kept 
lafe, they Ihould look upon themfelves as 
happy and vi&orious. 


Such 



r 


Gellius and Cocceius, Confuls. 


335 


Such were the fentiments of his whole army, A - R - 7 '*- 
which, whether one confiders the number, or ^ ’ ’ 3 * 
courage of the foldiers, or their patience in 
fatigues, or in fliort, the perfons of the men, 
and the vigour of the whole corps, was the 
fineft that had been affembled at the time of 
which we are now writing •, and which further 
may be compared to all that the ancient 
Roman manners prefent as the moft perfeft, 
both for refpedl towards their general, and ex- 
aftnefs of obedience, which proceeded from the 
heart, and from the unanimous difpofition 
which they all had, both great and fmall, 
officers and private foldiers, to prefer the 
efteem and good graces of Antony, to their 
fafety, and even their lives. 

He deferved, on many accounts, this lively 
and tender attachment, and all good qualities 
concurred to make him adored by his troops. 

Frift, his noble defcent, then his eloquence, 
but efpecially the franknefs and candour of his 
proceedings, a magnificent liberality, popular 
manners, and a familiar gaity, which extended 
to their diverfions. And, on the prefent oc- 
cafion, his fympathizing with their Offer¬ 
ings, and his attention to prevent their wants 
and defires, made the fick and wounded (till 
more zealous for his fervice, than thofe who 
enjoyed their health and vigour. 

The Parthians were ignorant of this difpo- Mw 
fition of the Romans •, and looking upon them bat ^ es > 
as vanquiffied and totally difcouraged. they^J^J^ 
paffed the night, contrary to their cuftom, ?a in the 
hard by the enemy’s camp, reckoning to find Superiority. 
it very foon empty, and to have no more 
trouble but to plunder it quietly. Phraates, 
their king, who kept always at fome diftance 

i from 
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from the body of the army, thought alfo that 
the vi&ory was compleat, and fent his guard 
to take a fliare of the Spoil. 

Antony prepared himfelf to receive their at¬ 
tack firmly, and thought it was proper to 
harangue his army in the prefent conjuncture. 
He intended to harangue them in a mourning 
robe, in order to excite their commiferation 
the more. But his friends having reprefented 
to him, that the fuperftitious foldiers might 

draw a bad omen from it, he cloathed himfelf 

* * • • • % 

according to his cuftom in a purple robe, and 
in the fpeech which he made, mixed praifes 
with reproaches, blaming thofe who had fled, 
and commending thofe who had done their 
duty well, and renewed the combat. They 
all aflured him of their zeal and affedtion. 
The faulty even offered themfelves voluntarily 
to his revenge, either to be decimated, if he 
thought proper, or puniflhed in whatever other 
manner he pleafed. Only they conjured him 
to ceafe to be irritated againft them, and npt 
be difpirited. Then Antony, raifing his eyes 
to heaven, befeeched the Gods, that if his pad 
prosperities ought to be expiated by fome dis¬ 
grace, their heavenly vengeance might fall on 
him alone, but that the gcnerofity of his 
army might be recompenced with fafety and 
vi&ory. 

The Romans having begun their march, 
very well guarded and prepared in cafe of an 
attack, had fo much the kfs trouble in re- 
pulfing the Parthians, as thofe came with an 
opinion, that they had lefs bufioefs to fight 
than to take poffeflion of a prey, which was 
fure and defencelefs. Thus feeing themfelves, 
contrary to expectation, born down with a 

fhower 
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fhower of arrows, and meeting with a vigorous ^* c 7 I g ; 
refiftance from an enemy whom they thought m ' ' 1 ' 
defeated and difmay’d, furprife as well as fear 
made them retire precipitately *, but, in the 
mean while, without renouncing their hope 
and intention of fatiguing the Roman army, 
and deftroying it if they could. 

They foon imagined that they had found an 
opportunity, at the defcent of a hill, where the 
Romans embarrafs’d by a flippery and fteep 
declivity, and harafs’d by a numerous cavalry, 
found it very difficult to advance, and at laft 
took the refolution of forming with their 
bucklers, what they called a military Tortoife. 

The meaning of this term is well enough un¬ 
derflood. It was ufual in the Roman army, 
when the foldiers were expofed to a multitude of 
arrows, after having placed in the center all the 
cavalry and light troops, and ranged themfelves 
in a fquare battalion, to cover with they; bucklers 
the front and flanks of the battalion; and all thofe 
who were the middle raifed their bucklers 
over their heads, difpofingthem afterthe manner 
of tyles. Thus defended on all Tides, they did 
not allow the enemy to take advantage of them 
any where, the arrows glancing upon the 
bucklers without hurting the foldiers. Thofe 
who were in the firft line, in order to be entirely 
covered, kneeled upon one knee.: and it was 
this that deceived the Parthians. They thought 
it was fatigue and difcouragement which de* 
prefTed the Romans, and, leaving their arrows, 
they took in their hands long halberts to pierce 
through this Tortoife. At their approach the 
Romans cried aloud in a threatening manner, 
flood up, and firming them with the jave- 
lines which they had in their hands, they 

Vol. XV. Z killed 
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killed the foremoft, and put the reft to flight. 
The lame thing happened the following days* 
and the Romans made but very little progrefs. 
A famine began likewife to diftrefs the 


had 


v 

initruments to grind it. 


Or. 


£ am 


tOi1 


t-.etnty 
line s 
arj nr. 
Ur.:t. 


was ex- 

It was 


■ 1 tin 

fyular 
and fatal 

ecu ti by 
f'i u;g if 
an ur> 

h:zvn 

• > 

t 'f * n 
# I V 1 


les they wanted proper 
The beafts of burden 
which they had, either perifhed by fatigue, 
or were employed in carrying the fick and 
wounded, and confequently their diftrefs be¬ 
came quite deplorable, inlomuch that a fmaH 
meafure of wheat was fold for twenty-five 
Drachma’s *, and the barley bread 
changed for lilver, weight for weight, 
abfolutely neceflary therefore for the foldiers to 
have recourfe to roots and pulfc, which were 
alfo very hard to come at, and hunger obliged 
them to try an unknown herb, the ufe of which 
was fatal to diem, and beginning by difturbing 
their reafon, at laft killed them. 

The effect of this herb was extremely fur- 
prifmg. They who eat of it, loft their ienfes 
and memory, and the only idea which poffef- 
fed them, was to turn over and over all the 
ffones which they met with. They gave them- 
felves up to this exercife as to a mod ferious 
imploymenc, lo that the plain was quite filled 
with men ftooping towards the ground, and 
digging it, in order to take up the ftones, and 
tranfport diem from one place to another. 
Wine was the only remedy againft this dil'eafe, 
and their flock was quite fpent. Thus this 
ftrange fpecies of madnels terminated in death, 
which was preceded by a vomiting of pure bile. 

Antony feeing them perifh under his eyes 
in great numbers, and conftantly purfued by 

the Parthians, cried out fcveral times, 0 re¬ 

treat 
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treat of ten thou fund ! He admired, though at R -7'6. 
the fame time it redoubled his grief, the fate nU * 3 ’ 
6f the Greek troops led back by Xenophon, 
who having a much larger country to pafs 


over, and more numerous enemies to engage* 
neverthejeft returned happy and triumphant. 

Mean while the Parthians not being able to A new 


break in upon the Roman army, or diforder perfidy of 

their ranks, always repulfed, always defeated, ^ Par ‘ 
and obliged to fly, had recourfe again to arti- ., 

r • r t • • yjnmK'bicb 

fice, to which the genius or that nation carried j„ l0 „ y 
them, and which had been at firft on the point ejcopes by 
of fucceeding. They fought therefore for Op- '*}*lh** ct 
poftufiities of getting near the Romans, when-' 0 ' 73 !’'* 

t r 1 ^ • r • 1 enemy s 

thele went to gather provmons in the country, arm ^ 
and (hewing their bows unbent, they entered 
into convention With them, and told them 


that they thought themfelves fufficiently re¬ 
venged, and were making preparations to re¬ 
turn to their country ; that only fome of the 
troops of Media were to keep within fight 
of them for two or three days longer, not 
in order to moleft them, but to defend the 


villages which were upon that rout. They 
accompanied thefe fpeeches with all forts of 
careffes and teftimonies of friendfhipy fo that 
the Romans began to give credit to them, and 
conceive better hopes. Antony himfelf was 
daggered at it, and of the two roads which 
he might chufe, one by the mountains, which 
they faid wanted water, and the other by the 
plain, he had almoft determined for the latter. 

It is indeed furprifing, that he fhould have 

been fo,little upon'his guard againft the perfidy 
of the Parthians. But a falutary advice, which 
alfo came to him from the enemy’s army, cor¬ 
rected his error. 



A friend 
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** R - A friend of Monefes, that illuftrious fugi- 
* tive, to whom Antony had made a prefent of 
three towns, came to the Roman camp, and 
demanded that they would allow him to 
fpeak with one who knew the language of 
the Parthians, or the Syrians. Alexander of 
Antioch, in whom Antony placed a great deal 
of confidence, having prefented himfelf, Mi- 
thridates, which was the name of this friend of 
Monefes, told him, that Monefes, willing to 
teftiry by an effectual piece of fervice his 
gratitude to the Roman general, had fent him 
to them. He then pointed with his finger to 
a chain of mountains, and faid to him : “ Be- 
“ hind thofe mountains the whole Parthian 
army is ported in ambufh. They hope, 
“ that being deluded by their difcourfe, you 
“ will march over the plain, commanded by 
“ thofe heights which conceal them •, but take 
“ care not to do it. If you continue by the 
c; way of the mountains, you have nothing to 
4C fear but thofe evils to which you have been 
long accnftomed, fatigue and thirft. But 
“ if Antony ventures to march by the plain, 
“ let him take care that he does not meet 
“ with the cataftrophe of Craffus. 55 

Antony, who thought before that he was 
free from all danger, was troubled to fee him- 
felf thrown afrefh into fear and embarraffments. 
He aflembled his council, and ordered the 
guide to attend, who himfelf was already 
afraid of the plain, becaufe it was a vaft de- 
fert, which had no certain road, and where 
they might eafily wander; whereas by the 
mountains they had no other inconveniency 
than that of wanting water for the fpace of a 
day. It was therefore determined to take this 

la ft 
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laft rout, and the foldiers had orders to lay in ^ t R c 7I |’ 
a ftock of water. As they were deftitute of ' 3 
vefiels, fome made ufe of their helmets to 
carry water with them, and others filled bottles 
with it, and they fet out upon their march the 
beginning of the night. 

. The Parthians were foon informed of the 
departure of the Roman army, and they made 
hafte to purfue them, even in the night-time, 
contrary to their cuftom. At break of day 
they came up with them, and falling upon 
their rear, they threw the harafs’d troops, 
which had made a forced march of ten leagues, 
and ftill fuffered greatly from thirft, into Tome ^ R °- 
diforder. But prefently the Romans recover- ^TeJtfe 
ed their courage; and tho’ they were furprifed 7 ^/ rm 
to fee themfelves brifkly attacked, by enemies third - 
which they thought they had left far behind 
them, they ftood their ground and fought 
vigoroufiy, ftill advancing flowly in their 
march. 

While the Parthians were ftill harafting the a rher 
rear of the Roman army, the front approached wh/e wa- 
to a river, which to the thirfty foldiers ap - ters <were 
pear’d to be a bleffing fent down from heaven. 

They ran haftily to it in fpite of the remon- 
ftrances of their guide, who informed them, 
that the quality of the waters was bad and un- 
wholefome, to which they gave no credit, till 
they were convinced by experience, that the in¬ 
formation he gave them was too true. The 
waters were fait and loaded with acids, which 
caufed to thofe who drank of them violent 
cholics, and inftead of quenching their thirft, 
increafed it greatly. What they fuffered gave 
weight to Antony’s exhortation, who going 
amongft the ranks, encouraged the foldiers 
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ftil! to have patience for a little while, till {hey 
ftouid come to another river which was not far 
off, and the waters of which they might drink 
without fear or danger *, and he added, that 
beyond that river, the country was imprac? 
ticable for the Parthian cavalry, fo that they 
would be delivered from the purfuit of their 
enemies. At the fame time he called back 
thole who were fighting, and caufed the re¬ 
treat to be founded, being willing to encamp 
in the place where they were, that at leaft the 
foldiers might refrelh themfelves under the 
fhelter of their tents. 


The Parthians, who never attacked the Ro¬ 
mans but during their march, having retreated 
as ufual, the fame Mithridates, who had given 
them fuch good advice before, came again in¬ 
to Antony’s camp, and, demanding to fpeak 
once more with Alexander of Antioch, he ad- 
vifed him to tell the Romans, after they had 
taken a fhort repofe, to make hade to decamp, 
and march to the river, becaufe the Parthians 
were reiolved to purlue them fo far, but not 
to pafs it. Antony rewarded the fervice 
which Mithridates had done him, with a great 
number of veffels of gold, as many of which 
as he could, he concealed under his clothes, 


and departed. 

Atrrr-Mi The Romans made a right ufe of the infor- 
: 3 KTj' : iz oiation, which the Parthian had given them, 

^ a * rer a ^ ort bak, began their march again, 
sftil'Rz- before it was dark. They were not purfued, 

nor in the leaft alarmed by the enemy. But 
-7"* the following night was the moft cruel of all, 

cccafion’d intirely by their own indifcretion. 
:&z:t ~ A rage for plundering kitted them all of a lud- 

den, lor which no ether caufe could poffibSy 
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be affigned, but the natural avarice .of the 
fbldiers emboldened by the favour of the 
night. They fell then upon thofe who had 
gold and money, and killed them, to enrich 
themfelves with their fpoils. They did not even 
fpare the baggage of their General, and broke 
to pieces the magnificent equipage to (hare it 
among themfelves. The confufion was fright¬ 
ful * they did not know one another, and as 
they were ignorant of the caufe of the tumult, 
they attributed it to an attack of the enemy* 
Antony in defpair, faw no refource left blit in 
a violent death, and having called one of his 
guards, named Rhamnus, who had been a 
gladiator, he made him promile with an oath 
to ftab him when he ffiould defire it, and after¬ 
wards cut off his head, that he might neither 
be taken alive by the Parthians, nor known 
after his death. 

His friends could not refrain from tears; 
but the guide comforted him, by telling him, 
that they were coming near the river, for he 
felt in the air a refrelhing moifture, which de¬ 
noted water to be near them, and rendered 
refpiration more eafy and agreeable. That be- 
fides, the calculation of the time they had been 
on the march, correfponded with thofe figns *, 
for the night was juft at a clofe. At the lame 
time fome officers, who had taken care to en¬ 
quire into the caufe of the tumult, informed 
him that the enemy had no hand in it, and that 
it was only the effeft of the unbridled avarice 
of his own troops. Thus to re-eftablifh peace 
and order among the foldiers, he commanded 
them to halt, and every one to range himfelf 
under his proper colours. 

Z 4 Day- 
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' Day-light began already to appear, and with 
it the Parthian army. But the army of the 
Romans had recover’d from its confufion, and 
the light troops advanced in good order to 

. beat back the enemy. At the fame time the 
legionary foldiers formed the tortoife, which I 
have already defcribed ; and fecure under this 
fhelter they always proceeded, tho’ (lowly, to¬ 
wards the end of their .march, without being 
haraffed by the Parthians, who durft not ap¬ 
proach them. 

At laft they difcovered the river which was 
fo much longed for; and Antony having 
placed his cavalry on the banks of it, facing 
the enemy, tranfported his fick firft. Prefently 
the whole troops faw themfelves in full tran¬ 
quillity, and at liberty to quench their third, 
in whclefome running water. For as foon as 
the Parthians perceived the river, they ceafed 
to fhoot at them, and flackened their bows 3 
and one of them raifing his voice, cried to 
them aloud, a “ Farewel, Romans, retreat 
“ without fear. ’Tis with very good reafon 
“ that fame has publifhed your glory, and 
c; nations acknowledge you their conquerors 5 
44 feeing you have efcaped the arrows of the 

44 Parthians.” 

As foon as the Romans reach’d the other 
f-de cf the river, their firfl: care was to relax 
rhemfdves a little, after fo many fatigues. 
They then began again their march, and the 
fxth day after the laft battle, they arrive at 
Araxes, which feparates Atropatenian Media 


* Ite & bene vsjere, Rc- qui Parthcrum tela fugiftis. 
mani. Menlo vgj viciores Uar. IV. 10. 
gentium fama loquitur. 
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From Armenia. This march was performed ^** c 71 ** 
without any danger, but not without difquiet. ‘ 3 r 
They were always fufpicious of the Parthians, 
and upon approaching to Araxes, a report was 
fpread, that the Parthians were again appear¬ 
ing. But it was a falfe alarm; and the Romans 
had no other difficulty to overcome, than that 
of the river itfelf, which was large and rapid. 

It cannot be exprefs’d with what fatisfa&ion *f 
the foldiers again faw Armenia. They were in tbe ^ m f ns 
the fame tranfports, as people who arrive on t y mm 
fhoar, after a long and dangerous voyage, yj/w a- 
They kifled that beloved ground, and em- g ain in 
braced one another with tears of joy. The Armtma * 
great plenty of every thing, which fucceeded 
their late want and famine, became hurtful to 
many of them * for having no command of 
themfelves in eating and drinking, they fell in¬ 
to dropfies, and other obftinate difeafes. 

, Antony reviewed his troops, and found that 
he had loft twenty thoufand foot, and four 
thoufand horfe, more than one half of which 
had periffied by difeafes, and not by the enemy. 

We muft add to this confiderable lofs, that of 
almoft all the baggage of the army. His 
march from Praafpa, to the river near which 
he fought for the laft time with the Parthians, 
was twenty-one days. During which they Liv. Epifl. 
marched one hundred leagues, and fought <~XXX. 
eighteen battles, always coming off vi&orious* 
but his victories had no decifive effeft, becaufe 
he could not purfue the enemy far, nor hinder 
them from rallying again at fome diftance. 

From hence we may obferve, what a lofs the 
perfidy of the king of Armenia was to Antony, 
who deferred him at the beginning of the fiege 
of Praafpa. For that prince having a flourifh- 

ing 
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•ing cavalry, amounting to fixtcen thoufand, 

‘ armed almoft in the manner of the Parthians, 
and accuftomed to fight the fame way, their 
affiftance would have fecured a complete vic¬ 
tory to the Romans. For the legions putting 

to flight the Parthians, and the Armenian ca¬ 
valry purfuing and killing them, they could 
not have rallied fo foon, nor return’d fo fre¬ 
quently to the charge. 

The whole Roman army breathed nothing 
but vengeance againft Artabazes, and they 
wanted to do themfelves juftice immediately. 
Antony, not lefs irritated, but more mafter of 
his refentment, did not think it advifable to at¬ 
tack a king upon his throne, and in his own 
country, with troops quite fpent with miferies 
and fatigues. He therefore made ufe of dif- 
fimulation, and far from fhewing any dif- 
pleafure at the king of Armenia, he continued to 
teftify a great deal of confidence in him, and 
even went fo far as to receive money and pro- 
vifions of him; putting off his revenge to 

another time. 

In order to execute this revenge, Antony 
could never have fallen upon a better method, 
than by taking up his winter quarters in Ar- 
** menu •, which befides would have enabled him 
to renew the war againft the Parthians, at the 
ooening of the next campaign, and to take 
fatisfaction, which he had extremely at heart, 
for the affront which he had received of him. 
But his blind paflion for Cleopatra, made him 
forget all other confiderations. His mind was 
hi)M with net!iing but the hopes of feeing her 
again *, and, in fpite of die rigour of the feafon, 
he chute to return with Ids army into Syria, 
and marched his men over ihows and ice, 

which 
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which deftroy ’4 to the number of eight A - R - 1 1 ** 
thoufand more. The flowne-fs of a laborious Ant,Cl 3 * 


march irritated his patience, and as foon as 
it was poffible, he went on before, accom¬ 


panied with a yery few of his troops, and 
came to the fea ? at a place called the White 
Village, between Berytus and Sidom 
There, waiting for the queen of Egypt, he 
gave himfelf up to exceffes of eating and drink¬ 
ings in order to allay his vexation, making 
merry night and day with his friends. Even 
this indecent diverfion was not fufficient to 


mitigate his foolifh paffion ; for frequently 
in the middle of a repaft, while they were 
prefiing each other to drink, he would ftart 
fuddenly from table, and run to the river, 
to fee if he could difcover the veflels which 


were to bring to him Cleopatra. 

At laft fhe arrived, and brought with her 
cloaths and money, which Antony diftributed 
to his troops. Some imagined the money be¬ 
longed to himfelf, and that he only wanted to 
give the queen the honour of it. 

Antony had certainly very little reafon to A falfe 
be vain of this expedition. However, he °ft eritatious 
wrote to Rome of it, in the ftile of a conqueror, “J*™* ^ 
difguifing his Ioffes, and magnifying the little y t9 
advantages he had. gained •, for which, he well Rome . 

deferved thofe reproaches, which the flatterers 
of Caefar have thrown upon him, for calling his 
4 flight a viftory, and reprefenting himfelf as 
a conqueror, tor having efcaped from the 


• Hanc Antonius fugam Incrcdibili mentis vecor- 
tuam, quia vivus exierat, dia, ferocior aliquanto fa- 
vifcloriam vocabat. Veil. &us ell, quali viciffet qui 

II. $z. evaferat. Fhr. IV. 10. 


hands 
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a. r. 716. hands of the enemy. O&avius was perfedtly 
***' 'well acquainted with the truth of the affair, 

and had taken care to inform himfelf fuf- 
ficiently about it. But being obliged to keep 
in with Antony, and fo much the more as 
Sextus Pompeius was ftill alive, he took care 
not to contradict publickly the vain-glorious 
relations of his colleague. On the contrary, 
he order’d the Senate to decree a thankfgiving 
and facrifices to the Gods, as for a happy and 
glorious fuccefs. 

The difquiet which the life of Sextus Pom¬ 
peius gave to Oftavius, did not laft long, 
for he died the year following, which had 
for Confuls L. Cornificius, and a man of Sex¬ 
tus’s family and name, but of a different 

branch. 


a.r. T : 7 . L. Cornificius. 

A-v.. c. 35. Sex. Pompeius. 

Tee Mad. I have already related in what manner Sextus 
ventures* p 0 mpeius was forced by Odtavius to abandon 

* 2 Jb* 6 f Sicily, after he had pofifefied it feveral years, 
Sexrui and fly from the port of Meflina with feven- 
Pvr+eikt. teen veffels. His chief intention was to gain 

C^lTv ^ ia ’ aS n ° P ur ^ uec ^ him, he did not 

’ hurry himfelf fo much as to forget his profef- 

XL 1 X. h° n °f a pyrate, and he went to pillage the rich 

temple of Juno Lacinfa, fituated upon theEaft 
coat! of Bruttium, near Cortona. From thence 
he pa fled into Corcyrus, then to the ifland of 
Cephailenia, and at laft he arrived at Mitylenc, 
the capital of the ifland of Lefbos, the inhabi¬ 
tants of which had a great regard to the me¬ 
mory of his father and his family. 
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He propofed at firft to p*ls the winter^* R * 7*7- 

ii i < t • a • Ant« 35* 

peaceably at this place, waiting Antony s re¬ 
turn from his expedition againft the Parthians, 
and to go and prefent himfelf to him as an un¬ 
fortunate friend, who implored his protection. 

But his reftlefs ambition very foon fuggefted 
other thoughts to him. Difpleafed at the 
treatment of Furnius, who commanded for 
the Triumvir in Afiaand animated by the 
hopes which Antony’s bad fuccefs in the 
war againft the Parthians revived in his 
breaft, he projected nothing lefs than to 
fubftitute himfelf in his place, or, at leaft, to 
fhare with him the provinces of the Eaft. He 
faw his troops increafe daily, by a great num¬ 
ber of his old foldiers and friends, who, defti- 
tute of all refource, came flocking about him. 

He therefore took again the eniigns of com¬ 
mand, and the general’s military robe-, he re¬ 
fitted his veffels, and exercifed his rowers, 

alledging for pretence, fometimesthe neceffity 
of guarding himfelf againft Octavius, and fome- 
times the fervice of Antony, to whom he was 
willing to render himfelf ufeful. In the mean 
time, he fent deputies to the kings and little 
princes of Thrace, and to thofe of Pontus, to 
negotiate with them flyly. He even fent them 
to the Parthians, to whom he hoped his name 
would be a favourable recommendation *, and 
calling to mind the example ofLabienus, who 
had been fo well received by them, and put at 
the head of their armies, he did not at all doubt 
but that the friendfhip of Pompey’s fon would 
be ftill in higher efteem with them. It will 
naturally be imagined, that he concealed 
thefe practices as carefully as poftible. While 
he thus acted induftrioufly againft Antony, he 

2 at 
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a* R 7 i 7 - at the fame timcpromifed him a faithful friefid- 

Aat,C ’ 33 ‘ fhip; and the better to impofe upon him, he 

fent to him fome of his friends with orders to 
offer him his iervice, and to reprefent to him 
their common intereft. 

. Antony was then returned to Alexandria, 
and upon the firft news of Sextus’s motions* 
he had fent Titius with orders to take all the 
fea and land forces of Syria, and make war 
againft the fugitive general, if he remained ftill 
in arms; or, if he confented to lay them down, 
to make an agreement with him, and con¬ 
duct him honourably into Egypt.. In the 
mean time the Triumvir liften’d to the de¬ 
puties of Sextus, whofe fpeeches were very 
artful, and well adapted to the circumfiances 
of the times. 

They put Antony in mind of the advances 

which their chief, in the height of his pro- 
fperity, had made to him, and the confidence 
which he had always placed in his franknefs, 
candour, and noble courage, to which they 
oppoled the diffimulation, treachery, and arti¬ 
fice of Octavius. They awakened his jealoufy 
againft his young colleague, who had taken 
pofleffion of the fpoils of Sextus and Lepidus, 
without allowing him any fhare. They made 
him look upon him as a rival, with whom a 
war muft become inevitable, and that in a 
fhort time; becaufe Antony was the only 
obftacle which retarded his boundlefs ambition, 
and hindered him from becoming mafter of the 
whole univerfe. They finifhed their fpeeches, by 
protefting to him, that Sextus defired only to 
ierve him with his perfon and troops, whofe 
fidelity could never be fha-ken by his mif- 
fortunes. 61 Thus, faid they, if you have 

“ peace, 
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f< peace, it will be an honour to you to re- 
45 ceive the fon of the great Potnpey, and if 3 
44 you muft go to war, which you may ex- 
44 peft very foon, he will be an ufeful friend 
44 to you . 31 • • 

Antony anfwer’d them by declaring, that 
the orders he had fent to Titius would foon 
difcover,^ whether he was really of thofe fentfr- 
ments as the deputies reprefen ted him. 

Thus we foe that Antony did not trail 
greatly to the promifes of this difgraced, but 
always ambitious General; and at that very- 

time, there happened an incident which render¬ 
ed them itill more fufpicious; for the officers 
brought to him thofo which Sexttis. had dip- 
patched towards the Parthiansr, who in the 
courfe of their journey had been known • and 
ftopt. Aittony was fo Ample, and eafily im- 
pofed upon, and fo far from taking umbrage 
on a flight occafion, that he even admitted of 
the excufe 9 of Sextus’s agents, who reprefented 
to him, that t-he melancholy fituation which 
their chief was in at that time, and uncertain 
as- he was of the difpofitions of Antony, it was 
not at all furprifing, that he fhould try re- 
fourees in fome meafure cfefperate •, but that 
as foon as he ihould be acquainted with the 
Triumvir’s good intentions, he would' not fii'H 
of conforming himfolf to them. Antony wa$ 
fatisfied with thefe excufes, and waited for the 
confirmation of what they had 1 laid. 

But the confoquences were quite contrary to 
thofo fine promifes. When once a perfon has 
tailed of abfolute authority, it is very difficult 
for him to ft'oop to any other, and the 

focend rank will be d'ifagreeable to Him 
wlio has been aetuftomed to the ftrih Sextus 

2 pulhed 
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pufhed the project of continuing himfelf the 
chief of the party as far as he could, and of 
railing an independent eftablifliment to himfelf 
in prejudice of Antony. He had even fome 
flight luccefs before the arrival of Titius. 
Furnius, who commanded in Afia, had few 
forces on foot; and tho’ he had called to his 
affiltance Domitius Ahenobarbus, and Amyn- 
tas, whom Antony had made king of the 
Galatians, Sextus had the advantage over all 
the three. He furprifed their camp, and ren¬ 
der’d himfelf mailer of feveral confiderable 
towns, as Lampfacus, Nicea, and Nicomedia. 
This glimple of good fortune increafed his 
courage the more, as it greatly augmented 
the f number of his partizans. The people, 
burdened with very heavy taxes, looked upon 
him, in a manner, as their deliverer; they con¬ 
tended who fhould lift themfelves falteft under 
his ftandards, fo that he loon faw himfelf maf- 
ter of three legions, and two hundred horfe. 
But Titius arriving with a fleet of fix fcore 
fail, having on board a great number of land 
forces; and at the fame time Furnius having 
received the feventy vefiels which Oftavius, 
victorious in Sicily, had fent back to Antony, 
his fortune changed all on a fudden, and 

Sextus feeing no other refource, than to pene¬ 
trate if poflible into the higher Afia, burnt 
his little fquadron, which became ufelefs to him 
againil forces fo vaflly fuperior, and converted 
the rowers and failors into foldiers. 

This was a defperate fhift. And on this 
occafion, that unfortunate chief faw himfelf 
deferred by thofe iiluftrious friends who had 
remain’d with him, the mofl confpicuous of 
whom in hiftory is Caffius of Parma i and 

even 
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even his father-in-law, Scribonius Libo, went ^ t R * c 7 * 7 ' 
to feek for fecurity in the camp of Antony’s 
lieutenants. As for Sextus, he perfifted in his 
refolution of trying every thing, rather than 
fubmitting, and determined to march through 
Bithynia, with a defign, as was imagined, 
to gain Armenia, the king of which, as we 
have feen, had great reafon to diftruft Antony. 

Titius and Furnius united with Amyntas, in¬ 
tercepted his march by fatiguing his troops, 
falling upon his rear, taking prifoners the 
foragers, and reducing him to the want of 
both water and provifions. Atlaft they obliged 
him to demand an interview, in order to treat 
of an accommodation. 

Titius was fufpe&ed by him, and not at all 
agreeable to him, becaufe having formerly 
been protefted by him in Sicily, and return’d 
to Rome by means of his favour, and in virtue 
of the treaty of Mifenum, he had neverthelefs 
taken a commifiion to make war againft him. 

Sextus looked upon him then as an ungrate¬ 
ful and faithlefs man, and for that reafon he 
would not confer with him, but with Furnius. 

Furnius having prefented himfelf, Sextus 
demanded as the only terms, that he might 
give himfelf up to him, with a promife, that 
he fhould be fafely conducted to Antony. Fur¬ 
nius refufed it, alledging, that Titius alone was 
intruded with Antony’s orders, and that con- 
fequently it was to him, that Sextus muff de¬ 
liver himfelf. But he had an invincible aver- 
fion to the perfon of Titius, and he offered to 
deliver himielf up to Amyntas, This new 
propofition being rejefted by them, he broke 
off the conference. Next night he fled from 
his enemy, leaving the fires lighted in his 

Vol. XV. A a camo 
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*• R- *17. camp to conceal his flight. He dire&ed his 

**** cOurfe towards the fea, and had formed the 

defperate refolution of burning Titius’s fleet v 
but a deferter of note, call'd Scaurus, came to 
inform Antony’s lieutenants of the rout which 
Sextus had taken ; and Amyntas detached 
with fifteen hundred horfe, foon overtook the 
fugitive general, who was without cavalry. 
At the approach of Amyntas, all thofe who 
accompanied Sextus left him, and that unfor¬ 
tunate general, without any hopes or refource, 
and ready to fee himfelf left quite alone, fur- 
rendered without terms to the Galatian prince, 
who gave him over to Titius. This happened 
near the town of Mideum in Phrygia. Titius 
caufed his prifoner to be conducted to Mile- 
turn, to expect Antony’s orders. 

It is certain that Sextus was kill’d there foon 
after, but it is doubtful what fhare Antony 
had in the murder. According to fome, the 
Triumvir, in the ftrft heat of his paffion, or¬ 
der’d Sextus to be kill’d, but afterwards re¬ 
lenting, he fent a counter-order, which was 
carried with fuch expedition that it arrived 
Srft. So that the order which condemned Sex¬ 
tus to die, coming to hand laft, Titius con- 
ftru’d it, or at leaft chofe to conftrue it, as the 
laft refolution of Antony, and put it in exe¬ 
cution. Others throw the whole blame upon 
Plancus, who had the power of difpatching 
orders in Antony’s name, figning them for him, 
and fealing them with his feal. But the truth dif- 
covers itfelf thro’ all thofe veils; for it can 
hardly be doubted, but that Antony muft be 
very glad to get rid of Sextus. But as nothing 
could be more odious, than to kill in cold 
blood the laft fon of Pompey, he was very 

1 glad 
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glad tq let the blame of it fall upon his licute- ** \ V7 ‘ 
nant. If what fome fay be true, he did not nx ’ ' 3S * 
chufe to fpare him, becaufe he was made to 
apprehend finding a rival in his prifoner, 
whofe name was formerly fo dear to Cleopatra, 

In the mean time I can hardly believe that An¬ 
tony would have determined to caufe Sextus 
to be put to death, if he could only have taken 
a refolution fuitable to the fituation of his affairs. 

But a fugitive, and ruined, his conduft was 
wavering between that of a general and a Ap¬ 
plicant; for fomctimes being obftinate in fup- 
porting his rank, and at other times reduced 
humbly to afk his life, he feemed to be a 
dangerous man, and not at all to be trufted. 

Sextus Pompeius died in the fortieth year 
of his age, after a life always difquieted, hur¬ 
ried, and expofed to a thoufand dangers. He 
owed to the glory of his father, both his 
honours and misfortunes. He had more 
courage than prudence, and more ambition 
than art and good conduft. A chief of rob¬ 
bers, and afterwards of py rates; ruftick and 
unpolite in his fpeech and behaviour, and go¬ 
vern’d by the loweft of men, he furnilhed 
ample fubjeft of reproach to the writers, who 
wanted to make their court to the Trium¬ 
viri. There are two things, however, which 
will ever render him praife-worthy; his fidelity 
in the treaty of Mifenum, and the generofity ' 
which he Ihewed in prote&ing the proferibed. 

Oftavius caufed great honours to be decreed Honours it 
to Antony, on account of the death of Sextus, creed to 

Antony . 

• 2 Dum inter ducem & vitam precatur, & M. Titio, 
fupplieem tumultuatur, & juffii M. Antonii, jugulatus 
flu&c dignitatem retinet,nunc eft. VtU. II. 79. 
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and celebrated games in the Circus, intefU- 
mony of publick rejoicings. He had cer¬ 
tainly very good reafon to rejoice, to fee that 
houfe, which was an enemy to his, extermi¬ 
nated. I queftion, however, if the people were 
fincere in their joy, for the name of Pompey 
was flill refpeded and beloved by the Romans; 
and Titius, murderer of Sextus, when here- 
turned to Rome, having celebrated games in 
the theatre of Pompey, was loaded with im¬ 
precations, and obliged ignominioufly to leave 
the Ihew which he had been at the expence 

of. 

By the death of Sextus Pompeius, Caefar’s 
party, which had been a long time triumphant, 
fubfifted quite alone, and there remain’d no more 
for Odavius and Antony to do, after having 
overcome all their enemies, but to turn their 
arms againft one another, in order to decide 
which of the two fhould remain matter of- the 
empire. This was the great objed which they 
had always in view, efpecially Odavius, whofe 
ambition was not diverted by any other pafiion. 
There patted, however, fome years before it 
came to an open rupture betwixt them and I 
fhall finifh this book, by placing here thofe 
fads, which were foreign to the great event 
that concluded the civil wars, that fo I may 
be at more liberty to confine myfelf entirely 
to it, without mixing other things to divert 
thereader’s attention. 

Detached Occurrences. 

Whilft Antony was divided between his 
foolilh love for Cleopatra, and his chimerical 
projefts againft the Parthians, Odavius kept 

ftill 
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flill his troops in exercife, by wars more pro-' 
perly adapted to keep up the valour of his 
foldiers, than to add to the real glory of his 
arms. He even took a pride, after having 
always 'till that time employed their force 
againft their fellow citizens, to make a more 
innocent ufe of them againft ftrangers, for Ap pj an 
which the nations in lllyrium prefented him Illyr.Dio. 

with an opportunity. Since the war between 
Csefar and Pompey they had never been at reft, 
and the Japodes had made recent incurfions as 
far as Aquilia, and pillaged Triefte, a Roman 
colony. He refolved therefore to chaftife thefe 
reftlefs people, and to bring them back to their 
duty. But when he prepared to march againft 
them, a fedition ftopt him for fome time. 

The old foldiers who had mutinied in Sicily, 
as I have already mentioned, complained that 
they had never yet received the rewards for 
their fervices, and they demanded at lead an 
opportunity of meriting them by new labours^ 
and taking up their military profeflion again 
under his colours. As their complaints were 
not without foundation, he gave fatisfaftion to 
a number of them, by affigning them fettle- 
ments inCifalpinc Gaul. But this diftin&ion 
having only augmented the jealoufy of the reft, 
he made ufe of feverity. He fenc fome of them 
to be punifhed, and difarmed them all *, and 
would not forgive them, till he had reduced 
them to have recourfe to the moft humble in¬ 
treaties. Then, having eftablifhed the autho¬ 
rity of the fupreme command, and fearing, 
left if he was obftinate in checking them, 
they would go over to Antony, he admitted 
them amongft his troops, and accepted their 
fervice. 

A a 3 
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He then departed for the war in Illyrium, Jtnd 
carried his victorious arms fucceflively againft 
the Japodes, the Parionians, and the Dal¬ 
matians. As I do not think that the accounts 
of this expedition are interefting enough to 
merit a particular defeription, I fhail only ob- 
ferve, that O&avius behaved himfelf gallantly 
on more occafions than one, and refuted, by 


tevius. 


filial bra - a bravery which is above all cenfure, thofe un- 
vtryofOc- juft fufpicions of cowardice which were thrown 

upon him by Antony, and the impreffion of 
which is not quite obliterated even at this 
day. 

Flor. IV. Thus in a time of furprife, when he was 
12. Suet, fuddenly attacked by the enemy, had the 

difficulty of the road to overcome befides, 
and to mount a rough, fteep declivity. 


Aag. c. 

jo. Ap- 
pian. Dio. 


full of trees and brambles; obferving that his 
troops did not advance brilkly, he took a 
buckler from one of the foldiers, and run¬ 
ning to the front ranks, animated them by his 
example, and repuHed the Barbarians. 

In another engagement he received a blow 
of a ftone on his right knee, which hurt him 
very much, and difabled him from afting for 
feveral days. 

But he fignalized his valour no where more 
remarkably, than at the fiege of Metulum, 
the capital of the Japodes. The place was 
naturally ftrong, and fo obftinately defended 
by the inhabitants, that after the wall was 
broke down, they built a new one, and formed 
a fecond fortification, which obliged Odtavius 
to begin his operations anew. He raifed 
terraffes, and built upon them towers, from 
which they were to throw over to the walls of 
the enemy four flying bridges, all at a time. 

This 
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This was executed in a hurry, and three of the 
bridges broke, fo that none of them durft 
venture themfelves upon the fourth. Then 
O&avius, who examined all that paffed from 
the top of a high tower, came down in great 
hafte, exhorted the difcouraged foidiers very 
warmly, and not being able to roufe their 
courage by words, he mounted the bridge 
himfelf, and advanced towards the wall, hold¬ 
ing a buckler before him. Agrippa, two other 

general officers, and a domeftick attended him j 
and they were prefentiy followed by fucb a 
great number of foldiers, that the bridge.broke 
under them, like the three firft, and all thofe 
who were upon it fell down with great violence. 
Several of them were killed, and a great many 
very much bruifed, and amongft the reft Oc¬ 
tavius, who was wounded in the right leg, and 
both his arms. However, fupporting himfelf 
againft this troublelome accident by his-pre¬ 
fence of mind, he immediately mounted again 
upon the top of the tower, and prefented himr 
fclf both to the view of his own people and 
of the enemy, in order to prevent the former 
from being difcouraged, and check the info- 
lence of the latter. 

After fuch proofs of valour, he had a good 
right to demand the lame of his troops, and 
punifti cowardice feverely. Wherefore a Cohort 
having behaved ill, and fled before the enemy, 
he decimated them, and caufed to be diftri- 
buted to thofe foldiers, whole good fortune 
had faved them, barley inftead of wheat, du¬ 
ring the whole campaign. 

This war, in which I do not find anyiperfoa 
©F note to have been kill’d, excepting Menas, 
that perfidious freedman of Sextus,' employ’d 

A a 4 Odavius 
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O&avius during three years, and was not ter¬ 
minated till the year of Rome 719, when the 
Barbarians fubmitted, gave heritages, reftored 
the colours which they had formerly taken 
from Gabinius and Vatinius, and engaged to 
pay the tribute impofed by the conqueror. 

Octavius befides fubdued, by means of his 
lieutenants, other nations, who were either ill 
fubjected, or had never been under the Roman 


power. 

ThtSalaffi At the fame time that Octavius made war in 
fuhduid by Jllyrium, * Meffala, who was charged by him 

Frctnfccni t0 ^ u PP re ^ s the Salaffi, fubdued that nation, 
CXXXI. which inhabited the country now called the Val 
37, 3S. £ Acujhe. They had a long time been trouble- 

fome to the Roman generals, whofe inteftine 
divifions gave them more important bufinefs, 
than that of reducing the Barbarians canton’d 
in the mountains. But as foon as they had 
leifure to think of them, they were prelently 
forced to fubmit, and accept what laws the 
generals thought: proper to impofe. 

Ike tx - The exploits of M. CraiTus againft the My- 

^MCrarus t ^ ie Bailarn^, and other nations border- 
e-ahn tbs ing upon the Danube, towards Thrace, hap- 
Mjfiar.t pened fome f years later than thofe above 
*r.d tbs mention’d, and in placing them here, I follow 

Baftameg. 


fke ex- 


* 'Tii from tbs authority of dued by him. Strabo lib, IV. 
dppian and Dio, that 1 have fays, that hUffala quartered 
attributed the victory over the one winter in their neighbour - 
Salaffi to Meffala. 1 am, bow- hood. But far from honour - 
ever, in fame doubt about it , ing him with any advantage 
four, ded on the fkr.ee cf 7ihuh gained over them, he affures 
lus, who in bis Panegyric vs j that he was obliged to 
upon Meffala, when he gives fur chafe wood of them, for 
a hft of the warlike exploits of fire and military ufes. 
bis hero, dost not name the Dio makes mention of it 

Salaffi, among the people Jub- under tbs year of Pome 723 . 

the 
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the order which the nature of the fafts point 
out, and not the order of time. It is very well 
known, how fierce and warlike the nations in¬ 
habiting thefe countries have always been. 
Craffus oppofed to their boldnefs an uncom¬ 
mon bravery, of which he gave an example, 
in killing with his own hand in battle, Deldon 
king of the Baftarnas. 

He merited by this aftion, the honour of 
the fpoii called Opim. But whether it was, 
that his quality of Ample lieutenant of Otta- 
vius excluded him from it, becaufe they 
thought that thofe fpoils could not be ac¬ 
quired but by the commander in chief, or that 
Odtavius would not willingly fee his fubaltern 
advanced in fome meafure above him, by an 
honour which was very Angular, and of which 
the whole Roman Hiftory could only furnifti 
three examples, it is certain that Craffus ob¬ 
tained no other rewards, than thofe which 
were granted in common to vi&orious officers, 
viz. the title of *Imperator, a Supplication and 
a triumph. He was the fon of the famous 
Craffus, whom we have had occafion to 
mention more than once. 

I pafs lightly over thofe fadts which are here 
obfcured by a number of others more re¬ 
markable, and (hall only make mention of 
two more, which Florus has furnifhed us 
with. 

While the Roman army was ranged in order 
ot battle, oppofite to that of the Myfians, one 
of the principal commanders of the Barbarians 


* Dio Jems to qu eft ion honour has been granted to 
the title of Imperator being private perfom even under 
given to Craffus, But this Tiberius. 
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advanced, and cried with a loud voice. Who 
ere you ? He was anfwcred, We arc the Romans, 
ma/krs of all nations. Before you cm affime ibis 
title , replied the audacious Myfian, you mufi 
firjl conquer us. 

This boldnefs feem’d to ptomife a vigorous 
refiftance. But for all that, a mere bugbear 
(which is the fecond faft I promifed to mention) 
difconcerted the Myfians, and made them fly 
immediately. A Roman centinel took it into 
his head, to put upon his helmet a pan of coals 
lighted, and flaming. He advanced thus to¬ 
wards the enemy, and the motion of his body 
augmenting the flames as it were by jerks, the 
credulous Barbarians imagined they had to do 
with a monfter which vomited fire. All their 
courage could not (upport them againft this 
objedt which was fcarce capable of frighten¬ 
ing a child. 

Thefe were the military exploits of Odbavius 
and his lieutenants, from the defeat of Sextus 
Pompeius till the death of Antony. The 
affairs of the city between thefe two epocha’s, 
fumifbed alfo feme remarkable events, the 
moft important of which was the edilefhip of 


Agrippa. 

W* All the offices had loft their glory and 

fop y fplendour under the triumviral government, 
Agrippa. 'which abforbed entirely the publick power •, 

and in particular the edilefhip, burdened with 
prodigious expences on account of the games, 
which they were obliged to exhibit to the 
* Year tf people, fell into fuch diferedit, that one * 
Rnurit. p a fled without any ediles, becaufe no 

body would have a title without power, and fo 
expenfive. Agrippa undertook to recover the 
dignity of this magiftracy by taking it on him- 

felf *> 
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Of*; and tho’ he had been Conful, he did * Year of 
not difdain a .place which was grealy inferior* Romejiy. 
being perfuaded that he lhould lofe nothing by 
it, and the office wouid gain by it. Befidcs 
the office of edile, which either regarded the 
embellifhments and conveniences of the city, 
or the pleafures of the multitude, was perfedly 
agreeable to that zeal which Agrippa had to re¬ 
concile, more and more, the hearts of the citi¬ 
zens to the young Triumvir, his general and 
prote&or. 

This, he fully effefted with great magni- prienlhem 
licence. Firft by the publick edifices, which cxxxi. 5 c, 

he repaired or built anew. He repair’d the 5** 
ancient Aquedu&s, which were almoft fallen 
to ruin, and conducted a new one, to which 
he gave the name of Julius , for the fpace of 
fifteen miles, or five leagues. In order to 
render commodious, and acceffible, the waters 
which he condufted, or diftributed to the city, 
he made feven hundred water-places, one 
hundred and five fountains, and one hundred 
and thirty refervoirs. So that there was 
fcarcely a houfe in Rome that had not water 
in abundance; and all thofe works were 
adorn’d richly, and with tafte. They reckon 
befides, three hundred ftatues of Marble or 
Brafs, and four hundred marble columns. Agrip¬ 
pa was fo fond of embellilhing the town, and 
all the places deftined for publick ufe, that he 
wanted to have dedicated to that ufe all the 
.ftatues and pictures in Rome. He pronounced 
a 1 fpeech upon this fubjeft, which was (till 


* Exftat «jus (Agrippae) 
oratio magnifica & maximo 
dviom digna, de tabolis om- 
lubusfignlfque publicendis: 


quod fieri faii us Auifct, quam 
in villaram txfilia pelli. 

Plin. x*xv. 4. 


preferred 
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preferved in the time of the elder Pliny ; and 
to which this writer, charmed with fo noble a 
projedt, gives the epithet of magnificent and 
truly worthy of the greateft of citizens. And 
certainly that was a much properer deftination 
for thofe mailer pieces of art, than placing 
them in the gardens of country houfes, be¬ 
longing to private perfons. 

Every body knows the magnificence of the 
common fewers in Rome, built by the two 
Tarquins- Thefe by being neglefted were 

filled with nallinefs, and Hopped up in feveral 
places. Agrippa made fo large a colledion of 
water, that it formed, as it were, feven tor¬ 
rents, which being let in by the openings of 
the fewers, and running with rapidity, carried 
off all the filth which had there been heaped up; 
and after this operation he embarked himfelf 
upon the fewers, which had been thus cleanfed, 
and by a fubtcrraneous navigation, went from 
one end to the other, to their opening into the 
Tiber. 

The fecond objedt of Agrippa in his edile- 
Ihip, regarded the games and prefents be¬ 
llowed on the people. It is aflonilhing with 
what magnificence he acquitted himfelf of this 
part of his office. Shews of all kinds, plays, 
fighting of gladiators, courfes in the Circus 

for the fpace of nine and fifty days ; and du¬ 
ring all that time, barbers and bath-keepers 
paid at his expence for the ufe of the citizens; 
an hundred and feventy baths kept open and 
in order at his expence, during the whole year; 
and provifions or all kinds purchas’d from the 
merchants, to be deliver’d as plunder to the 
people. In fliort, in the theatre he threw 
down a kind of lottery tickets, and thofe 

i who 
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who brought them to him received the con¬ 
tents ; that is to fay, of money, fluffs, move¬ 
ables and other fuch things. He likewife adorned 
the Circus with ftatues .of Dolphins, and what 
they called eggs •, that is, very large maffes 
fhaped in form of an egg, and placed upon 
the pillars which were fituated at the end of 
the courfe, and difeovering themfelves at a 
diftance, direfted the charioteers in their ca¬ 
reer, and marked out the place where they 
were to turn. 

Among the fhews given by Agrippa, that 
of the courfe, which the Romans call’d Trojan , 
deferves to be remarked. This diverfion, as 
they alledged, came to them from Troy, and 
confequently, particularly interefted Oftavius, 
who boafted his origin from that famous city. 
It was for this, that Virgil has inferted in his 
fifth iEneid, a charming defeription of that 
exercife. It was performed by young perfons 
of quality, and Agrippa engaged the Senators 
to confent that their children fhould begin to 

make themfelves known there, to draw upon 
them the attention of the citizens. 

Thefe concerns, which feemed frivolous, 
and only calculated for pleafure, had never¬ 
theless a ferious effeft, which was to make 
the government of Oftavius to be beloved; 
and Agrippa was no lefs ferviceable to his 
patron by thefe amufements, than by the 
exaft policy which he caufed to be obferved 
in the city. He banifbed out of it aftrologers 
and magicians, thofe publick plagues, which 
eafily impofe upon the credulous multitude, 
and breed uneafinefs in the ftate as well as in 
families. Thus 'Agrippa, who was a lkilful 
warrior, Ihewed himfelf alfo a very great 

magiftrate *, 
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magiftrate ; fuperior by thefe univerfal talents 
to Maecenas, who, tho* he had fome turn to 


military operations, yet made no great figure, 
except in the adminiftration of civil affairs. 


and ftLect- 
nat chi if 
friends , 
confidents, 
and mini- 
filers of Oc¬ 
tavius. 

Dio. 1 . Li. 


Thefe two were the principal inftruments of 
Odavius’s grandeur. He had a perfect con¬ 
fidence in them ; and as by way of feal, he made 
ufe of two ftones engraved, with the repre- 
fentation of a Sphinx on each of them, and ex¬ 
actly alike, he kept one of them, and left the 
other at their difpofal ; fo that they might 
write and order in his name whatever they 
judged agreeable. When he wrote himfelfto 


the Senate, his difpatches were firft fent to 
them. They opened them, read them, and 
made what alterations they pleafed, and after¬ 
ward fealed them and fent them to the Senate. 


It was to Maecenas chiefly, that the affairs 
of the city and Italy were particularly intrufted. 
Tho’ by a modefty, I do not know whether 
real or affeded, he never would be advanced 


above the rank of a fimple knight, tho* he 
could eafily have arrived at the higheft 

dignities of the Republick. He had, how¬ 
ever, more real power than the principal Se¬ 
nators, and thofe of confular authority. He 
was, during fcveral years, Prefed of Rome, 
and by the authority of this office, which was 
created on purpofe for him, he maintain’d a 
calm and peace in the capital, and in all Italy 
in the moft boifterous times, and in fpite of 
the difeontent of the people, who were fre¬ 
quently loaded by his orders with taxes, which 
were very heavy, but neceffary to fupport the 
vaft expence of the war. 

Every thing that belonged to Odavius 
fhewed the fplendour of his fortune. Thus 

his 
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his fitter and his wife were honoured with Statues 
ftatues by a decree of the Senate ; and with ereded f0 
the fpoils which were acquired in the war 
againft the Dalmatians, he caufed to be built a n e p or ' 
Portico, to which he gave the name of his tko of Oc- 
fifter Odtavia, and there he afterwards placed tavia - 
a very rich library. Some authors, however, 
give the honour of this library to Oftavia her- p*i ut 
ielf, who wanted to confecrate by this monu- Marcel, 
ment the name of her fon Marcellus. 


During this time there were celebrated feve- Me tri - 
ral triumphs by particular generals. The moft 
memorable, and moft juftly deferved, wer z<r a nwand 
thofe of Statilius Taurus, and Sofius. The*%fo. 


one had quieted Africa after the difgrace of 
Lepidus, and the other had conquered the 
Jews, and taken Jerufalem. 

OCtavius, according to Caefar’s example, Pa- 
created at this time new Patricians, to replace tnctanu 
the antient families of the fame rank, who 


perilhed in the civil wars, and were daily de- 

creafing. 

Though Atticus had always lived as a pi i- The death 

vate man, without having ever poffefs’d any °f Anew. 
office, yet the rank which his wit, virtue, and ^ orn \ 
the wildom of his conduCt gain’d him in the vit ? At. 
efteem of the publick, and of the firft perfons 
in the Roman empire, make his character, in 
every refpett, worthy of commendation, and 
his death deferving a place in this Hiftory. 

He was, as we have already obferv’d, a 


friend to Antony; and he had Ihewn it in the 
moft critical circumftances, in confequence of 
which, his name was blotted out of the lift of 


thofe proferibed by the Triumvir. Antony 
did ftill more, for he procured for him an il- 
luftrious alliance, and laboured effectually in 

bringing 
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bringing about a marriage between Agrippa 
and his daughter. From this marriage fprung 
Vipfania Agrippina, who, when fcarcely a year 
old, was promifed to Tiberius, fon-in-law to 
Octavius. Thus Atticus faw his family nearly 
allied to the houfe of the Csefars. 

Keeping always faithful to this maxim, ne¬ 
ver to engage in the quarrels of the great, and 
to cultivate with them particular connections * 
he preferred to himfelt the friendship of both 
Octavius and Antony, who equally gave him 
the moft diftinguiffied and conltant teftimonies 
of the greateft efteem and regard. 

The year which preceded their rupture, he 
was attacked with a fiftula, for which he tried 
all the remedies then known, which only ex- 
afperated the difeafe. Being quite weary of 
luffering, he took up a refolution of ftarving 
himfelf to death, which he difco.verd to his 
fon*in-law, whole tears and intreaties had no 
effect to prevent it. After he had abftained 
from eating for two days, the fever left him, 
and he found himfelf better. But the thing 
was determin’d on, and he was obftinate in 
dying. Like a true Epicurean, he looked upon 

pain as the fovereign evil, and did not think 

it too much to purchafe a deliverance from it, 
by lacrificing the remains of a languifhing life. 

He died at the age of feventy feven, under 
the Confulfhip of Domitius and Sofius •, and 
was a very Angular man, having made a figure 
without office and fuperior talents; beloved of 
all the grear, keeping himfelf always in a 
middle ftation, and behaving himfelf fo equally 
amongft all parties, that he merited the friend- 
fhip, even of thole oppofite chiefs, who made 

the moft cruel wars againft one another. 

There 
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There remains no more for me to do at pre- 
fent, but to add to the fucceffion of the Con- 
fuls for thefe years, fome particular remarks, 
which if placed elfewherc would interrupt the 
thread of the narration. 

At the time of the treaty of Mifenum be¬ 
tween the Triumviri and Sextus Pompeius, all 
theConfulfhips for thefe years had been difpofcd 
of beforehand. It had been faid, that in the 
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year of Rome 718, Antony would take upon 
him the Confulfhip a fecond time with Libo, 
father-in-law of Sextus; that in the year 719, 
O&avius would be Conful the fecond time 


with Sextus himfelf; in the year 720, Do- 
mitius Ahenobarbus and Sofius ; and laft of 
all in 721, Antony and Oftavius, who being 
then Confuls for the third time, would re- 


eftablilh the antient government. This plan 
of the Confulfhip was accordingly followed ; 
only Sextus Pompeius, being killed before the 
year of his Confulfhip arrived, they fubftituted 
in his room L. Volutius Tullus; and likewife 


Antony was deprived of his third Confulfhip, 
on account of the war which broke out be¬ 


tween him and Odtavius. Meffala fupplied his 
place, and was colleague to Ottavius when he 
was Conful for the third time. With regard 
to the fecond Confulfhip appointed to each of 
the two Triumviri, neither of them chofe any 
thing more than the title, and they refignea 
it the very day they had taken pofleflion of it. 
The triumviral power was abundantly fufficient 
for them *, and the Confulfhip, reduced to an 
empty title, was entirely ufelefs. 

I do not talk of the Confuls fubftituted each 


year to thofe who had begun it. We have 
no exaft lift of them, and it would be of little 

B b ufe 



37 ° 


Detached Occurrences. 

ufe to have them, with regard to the great 
events of the Hiftory, in which they can hard¬ 
ly be faid to have any fhare. 

But I ought not to omit obferving here, 
that the five years of the fecond Triumvirfhip 
of Antony and Odavius expired the laft of 
December, in the year 719, and that never- 
thelefs, at the time of the treaty of Mifenum, 
they had difpofed of the Confulfhip for two 
years longer; which is a proof that their plan 
was to continue this tyrannical power, by re¬ 
newing it as often as they fiiould fee occafion, 
and they were very fure of the fuffrages of 
the people, whom they kept in fubjedion by 
the force of arms. 


fit End of the fifteenth Volume, 
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